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Questions and Answers

| LLI NO S CONSERVATI ON RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
1) Q Wiat is the Conservati on Reserve Enhancenent Progranf?

A:  The Conservation Reserve Enhancenent Program (CREP) is a joint, State-
Federal effort to retire land targeted to address State and nationally
significant agriculture-related environmental effects. This voluntary
program uses financial incentives to encourage farners and ranchers to
enroll in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in contracts of 10- to 15-
years’ duration to renove |ands fromagricultural production.

2) @ Wat is the Illinois CREP?

A: The Illinois CREP has been devel oped to address environmental problens
associated with the Illinois River. It is a Federal and State partnership
agreenment to retire environnentally sensitive |land through the Conservation
Reserve Program An inportant feature of the Illinois CREP is that at the
tinme producers enter into a 15-year CRP contract with the Federal
governnment, they may voluntarily enter a supplenental contract with the
State for an additional 15 or 35 years, or enter into a pernmanent easenent
with the State. In exchange, the State will nmake a bonus payment to the

| andowner for a contract extension or easenent.

3) @ Wat are the goals of the Illinois CREP?

A: Illinois and USDA have jointly devel oped several goals for the Illinois

CREP. They i ncl ude:

. Reduce sedinmentation in the Illinois River by 20 percent;

. Reduce nutrients (phosphorus and nitrogen) in the Illinois River by 10
percent;

. I ncrease popul ations of waterfow, and State and Federally |isted
speci es by 15 percent;

. I ncrease native fish and nussel stocks in the |ower reaches of the

Illinois River by 10 percent;

IIlinois will conduct nonitoring throughout the project lifespan to eval uate
and record progress in achieving these goal s.
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4) Q Wat sections of the Illinois River are included in the progran?



A:  The project area consists of the subwatersheds along the Mddle Illinois
and Peoria Lake sections of the Illinois R ver and the watersheds of the
following tributaries of the Illinois River--Vermllion, Mickinaw, Spoon,
Lower Fox, Lower Sanganon, and Kankakee. These areas were selected for
inclusion in the program based on the heavy rates of sedinentation that
originate within these watersheds

5) Q@ \Wat are some of the expected benefits of the Illinois CREP?

A

. Reduced sedinentation will inprove navigation along the Illinois River
and reduce flood mtigation costs;

. Restoration of natural ecosystems will inprove wildlife habitat;

. | nproved water quality will inprove recreational opportunities and
reduce water treatnent costs.

6) @ What types of conservation practices are available under the Illinois

CREP?

A Wthin the project area, eligible highly erodible | and (weighted average
erosi on index > 12) which nmust be adjacent to a stream corridor nay be
devoted to permanent native grasses, tree planting, or permanent wildlife
habitat. Eligible frequently flooded | ands, farned wetlands, and prior
converted wetl ands may be devoted to shallow water areas for wildlife,
wildlife food plot, filter strip, riparian buffer, and wetland restoration.

7) Q@ W can sign up for the Illinois CREP and when?

A Enrollnment for CREP will be on a continuous basis beginning May 1, 1998.
In addition to offering acreage within the project area boundary, the
applicant nust satisfy the basic eligibility criteria for CRP. Land nmust be
cropl and that has been cropped 2 out of the past 5 years that was physically
and | egal |y capabl e of being cropped. Marginal pasture land is also
eligible to be enrolled provided it is suitable for use as a riparian buffer
pl anted to trees. Producers are eligible if the |and has been owned or
operated for at least 1 year prior to enrollment. Persons who have an
existing CRP contract or an approved offer are not eligible for CREP unti
that contract expires.

8) @ What are the paynents under CREP?

A: Participants in the Illinois CREP will receive a 30 percent increase
above the annual per acre rental rate for enrollnment of riparian buffers,
filter strips, and wetland restoration and a 20 percent increase above the
annual per acre rental rate for enrollnment of erodible |and. The Federa
governnment will also pay 50 percent of the cost of installing the new
vegetative cover. Participants may receive $5 per acre for annua

nmai nt enance regardl ess of the conservation practice install ed. If the
partici pant chooses to extend the contract duration beyond 15 years, an
extra bonus paynent fromthe State will be paid in the first year of the CRP
contract. In addition, the State will pay 40 to 50 percent of the cost to
install the vegetative cover
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9) @ Wat is the cost of the Illinois progranf

A:  For enrollment of 100,000 acres, the total financial obligation will be
approximately $250 million over 15 years, with $48 nmillion com ng fromthe
State and the remaining $202 million comng fromthe Federal governnent.
The State share is approximately 20 percent of the total programcosts and
t he Federal governnent share is approximately 80 percent.

10) @ Can | still enroll in general CRP and continuous signup CRP?



A CREP is another option that a farner or rancher may sel ect to enhance
his or her land. An applicant may instead choose to apply for the general
CRP or continuous signup CRP. However, CREP provides additional benefits
not avail abl e through the general and/or continuous signup.

11) Q@ Can | hay or graze ny CREP | and?

A:  Haying and grazing will not be permtted during the CRP contract period

except under energency conditions as determ ned by Farm Service Agency. |If

the contract is extended with the State for an additional 15 years or

| onger, sone haying and grazing nay be permtted according to the provisions
of the State contract or easenent.

12) @ \Were can | get nore information about the progran?
A: Contact the county U S. Department of Agriculture Service Center, Soil
and Water Conservation District, or State of Illinois Departnent of Natural
Resources District Ofice.
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