CHARTER

National Technical Advisory Council

Authority

The National Technical Advisory Council (NTAC or the Council) is established by the Secretary of Education and governed by the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) (P.L. 92-463, as amended; 5 U.S.C. Appendix 2).

Purpose and Functions

In order to ensure that the U.S. Department of Education (Department) is making sound technical decisions related to the approval of state-designed standards, assessment, and accountability systems, the NTAC shall advise the Secretary of Education (Secretary) and the Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education (Assistant Secretary) on the design and implementation of standards, assessments, and accountability systems consistent with section 1111(b) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) and 34 C.F.R. §§200.1 through 200.20.  The NTAC shall provide guidance to help the Secretary and Assistant Secretary ensure that the assessment and accountability components of state accountability systems are based on sound technical decisions.  For example, the NTAC may advise the Secretary and Assistant Secretary on issues related to ensuring that new assessments developed by the states adhere to the ESEA requirements, such as on how to allow and encourage innovation in assessment development, the use of benchmark assessments, and the timing and process for peer review of new assessments for states with a currently approved assessment system.  As a second example, the NTAC may advise the Secretary and Assistant Secretary on the use and applicability of minimum group sizes for proficiency calculations, confidence intervals, and the principles necessary for ensuring that performance indexes are consistent with the Title I statute and regulations.  
Structure

The Council shall consist of no more than 16 members, selected by the Secretary, and shall consist of academicians, researchers, and national, state, and local policymakers.  The Secretary will solicit recommendations for members from the public.  The members shall be experts in assessment and accountability and at least one-third shall have experience working in or with state educational agencies or local educational agencies.  Members of the NTAC shall serve as Special Government Employees (SGEs).  As SGEs, the members will provide personal and independent advice based on their own individual expertise and experience.  
Each member appointed by the Secretary shall serve a term of three years, except that—

The terms of the initial members appointed shall be for staggered terms of –

1 year for 5 members;

2 years for 5 members; and

3 years for 6 members.

Initial terms of members shall be determined by a random selection process at the time of appointment.  No member shall serve more than two terms.  Any member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring before the expiration of the term for which the member’s predecessor was appointed shall be appointed only for the remainder of that term.
The Secretary shall designate a Chair of the NTAC from among members who are not employed by the Federal Government.  

An employee of the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE), as chosen by the Assistant Secretary, shall act as the Designated Federal Officer (DFO).  Staff working on standards and assessments in OESE will work with the DFO to set the agenda for NTAC meetings.  

At the request of the Chair of the NTAC, the DFO may create sub-councils consisting of at least three members of the NTAC to provide guidance on an ad-hoc basis to the Assistant Secretary.  The sub-council’s recommendations will be reviewed by the full Council before being submitted to the Assistant Secretary.  
Meetings

The DFO, in consultation with the NTAC Chair, shall set the agenda for the NTAC and schedule meetings on an as-needed basis but at least twice a year.  The DFO, or a DFO-designee, will be present at all meetings.  At the request of the Chair, the DFO shall convene meetings of the NTAC and establish and direct the work of sub-councils of the NTAC. 

Meetings shall be open to the public except as may be determined otherwise by the Secretary in accordance with Section 10(d) of the FACA.  Adequate public notification shall be given in advance of each meeting.  Meetings shall be conducted and records of the proceedings kept as required by applicable laws.  A majority of the members of the NTAC shall constitute a quorum but a lesser number may hold meetings.  
Estimated Annual Cost

Members of the NTAC who are not officers or employees of the United States shall receive an honorarium and may receive travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law for persons serving intermittently in Government service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707), consistent with the availability of funds.  

Funds shall be provided by the Department of Education to administer the Council.  The estimated annual person-years of staff support are two Full-Time Equivalents.  The estimated two-fiscal-year cost will be approximately $250,000.

Report
In lieu of an annual report, following each meeting of the full NTAC or a sub-council of the NTAC, a summary of the proceedings shall be prepared by the DFO and reviewed by the Council and, upon approval of the Council, submitted to the Assistant Secretary and made available to the public.  The meeting summary shall, at a minimum, contain the topics discussed, a summary of the discussion, and recommendations for the Department, including, as appropriate, recommendations on research that the Department might undertake.  
Termination
The NTAC is hereby chartered in accordance with sections 9 and 14(b) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act.  

Unless extended by the Secretary, this charter expires two years from the date of filing.  

Approved:

________________



___________________________

  Date




               Secretary

Filing date:   April 7, 2008
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