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The following set of tables contain the State FSA responses to the computer matching

questions.1  Responses are sorted into seven tables organized by State and five tables organized

by system.

                                                
1 This report includes additional information on the State New Hires match that was

collected by FNS after the census was completed.
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TABLE 1

GLOSSARY OF KEY COMPUTER MATCHING TERMS

Key Term Definition

Batch Processing Cases are matched in groups at specified times, rather than being matched in real-
time or interactive.

Online Processing Cases are matched in realtime or interactively.

Prioritizing The process of ordering the cases selected for follow-up.  This could be based on
any characteristic or dollar discrepancy the State has defined to rank cases based on
the likelihood of detecting a violation.

Targeting The process of selecting cases for followup activities based on thresholds for
discrepancies between information provided by the client and information received
from the match.  These usually are established for income databases.

Followup Any actions taken to:

(1) Check that the client-reported information used in the computer match is valid
and was entered into the computer correctly.  The caseworker obtains the case
file and checks the information provided by the client against the information
used in the computer match.

(2) Verifying information from the external data source, if a discrepancy exists.
This may involve either contacting the client or making a “collateral contact”
with the client’s bank or employer.

(3) Checking if the discrepancy will affect the eligibility of the client or the
amount of benefit paid to the client, by recomputing eligibility and benefits
with information from the external data sources.

(4) Processing claims; disqualifying, terminating or reducing benefits to
recipients, if a discrepancy is confirmed; denying benefits to the FSP
applicant; and possibly investigating fraud.

The caseworker in charge of the case is usually responsible for most of the
followup, although clerks and professional fraud investigators may also be
involved.  A decision must be made on each targeted case within 45 days from the
time the match is made.

Monitoring The State’s oversight and management of computer-matching activities.

Reporting The process of documentation and distribution of the results of the follow-up
process or the status of actions taken on matched cases.  

Applicant Matching
(Upfront)

Matching that takes place when an individual applies for food stamp benefits, or at
any time prior to certification.

Recipient Matching
(Ongoing)

Matching that takes place after an individual has begun to receive food stamp
benefits, or at any time during the certification period.

Screening The process of selecting cases not to be matched based on household and/or
individual characteristics.

Biometric/Finger Imaging Automated methods to identify a person based on physical characteristics such as
fingerprints.  This technology has the potential to identify individuals who attempt
to apply for benefits on more than one case, or who attempt to obtain benefits
belonging to someone else.

InterState Matching/Cross
State Matching

A match conducted between two States to identify cases of duplicate participation.

Application The process of determining eligibility for benefits.

Recertification The process of reapplying for benefits when the eligibility certification period has
lapsed.
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Alabama No No No No 6-12 months

Alaska Yes Yes Yes No 12 months

Arizona Yes Yes No Yes 3-6 months

Arkansas No No No No 2-24 months

California Yes Yes No No 41.4 months

Colorado No No No No 9 months

Connecticut Yes Yes Yes Yes 3-12 months

Delaware No No No No 12 months

District of Columbia Yes Yes No No 6 months

Florida No No No Yes 6 months

Georgia Yes Yes No No 5-6 months

Guam No No No No 6 months

Hawaii No No No No 12 months

Idaho No No No No DK

Illinois Yes No No Yes 12 months

Indiana Yes Yes No No 8 months

Iowa No No No No 12 months

Kansas Yes Yes Yes Yes 12 months

Kentucky Yes Yes No Yes 3 months

Lousiana No Yes No No 3-24 months

Maine Yes Yes No No 6 months

Maryland No Yes No No 4 months

Massachusetts No No No No 1-24 months

Michigan Yes Yes No Yes 3-12 months

Minnesota No Yes No No 1 year

Mississippi No Yes No Yes DK

Missouri No No No No 3-24 months

Montana Yes Yes No Yes DK

Nebraska Yes Yes No Yes 3 months

3 NA = Not  Applicable
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Nevada Yes Yes No Yes 3 months

New Hampshire Yes Yes Yes Yes DK

New Jersey No Yes No No 6 months

New Mexico No No No No 3-12 months

New York Yes Yes No No 6 months

North Carolina Yes Yes No No 3-12 months

North Dakota Yes Yes No No 3 - 12 months

Ohio No No No No 3 - 12 months

Oklahoma No No No No 5 months

Oregon No Yes No No 6 months

Pennsylvania Yes Yes Yes No 6 months

Rhode Island Yes Yes Yes Yes 12 months

South Carolina No Yes No No 12 months

South Dakota Yes Yes No Yes 12 months

Tennessee Yes Yes No No 3-12 months

Texas Yes Yes Yes Yes 6.9 months

Utah Yes Yes No Yes 3 - 12 months

Vermont Yes Yes Yes Yes 6 months

Virgin Islands No No No No 6  months

Virginia Yes Yes No No 3-24 months

Washington No No No No 4 months

West Virginia Yes Yes Yes Yes 1 year

Wisconsin Yes Yes No Yes 1 year

Wyoming No No No No 3-12 months

4 NA = Not  Applicable
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Alabama Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Alaska Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes

Arizona Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Arkansas Yes Yes No No No No No No Yes Yes

California Yes Yes Yes Yes

Colorado Yes No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Connecticut Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Delaware Yes Yes Yes DK DK Yes Yes Yes Yes

District of 
Columbia

Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No Yes Yes

Florida Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Georgia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Guam Yes Yes Yes Yes DK DK Yes Yes Yes Yes

Hawaii Yes Yes Yes Yes

Idaho Yes Yes Yes Yes

Illinois Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No

Indiana Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Iowa Yes Yes Yes Yes

Kansas Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes

Kentucky Yes Yes Yes Yes DK DK DK Yes Yes

Lousiana Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Maine Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Maryland Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Massachusetts Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Michigan Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes

Minnesota Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Mississippi Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Missouri Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

11 NA = Not Applicable
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Montana Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes

Nebraska Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes

Nevada Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

New Hampshire Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

New Jersey Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes

New Mexico Yes No Yes Yes No No No No No No

New York Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

North Carolina Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

North Dakota Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Ohio Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes DK Yes Yes

Oklahoma Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Oregon Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes

Pennsylvania Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Rhode Island Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes

South Carolina Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

South Dakota Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Tennessee Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Texas Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Utah Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Vermont Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Virgin Islands Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Virginia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Washington Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

West Virginia Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Wisconsin Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Wyoming Yes No Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes Yes

12 NA = Not Applicable
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Alabama

Alaska They have a screen to identify ABAWDs - They 
check the countable 36 months.

No No No

Arizona It is part of the eligibility determination system.  
There is a screen for ABAWDs that shows 
exemptions and how many months of benefits 
received. Also shows special services available to 
ABAWDs.

No No No

Arkansas Done manually at the caseworker/county level No No No

California Automated - tracked through the mainframe. Yes No No

Colorado Separate automated system.  Put a code in the 
system they track activities and have to enter hours 
each month to make sure that after 3 months they 
close out.

Yes Yes - some 
counties are using; 
not the whole state

NA

Connecticut They are tracked manually Yes No No

Delaware DK DK No Yes

District of 
Columbia

They are waived from ABAWDS NA No Yes

Florida Tracking on the system - Application Reform Food 
Stamp screen checks benefit and work histories

Yes Yes NA

Georgia Identifiers in system - check in-state work histories Yes No No

Guam Automated No No No

Hawaii Automated - the system has a screen attached to the 
case which indicates the months of ABAWD receipt

No No No

Idaho Automated Yes Yes NA

Illinois They are waived for ABAWDS NA No Yes

Indiana Automated Yes No Yes

Iowa Tracked manually No No No

Kansas Done manually. They set a manual alert to remove 
the case after the time limit is reached

No No No

Kentucky Automated tracking system that uses a rolling time 
frame.

No No No

Lousiana Automated through the eligibility system No Yes NA

Maine Automated. There is an ABAWDS screen in the 
database. Is done on demand.  Track 3 months of 
eligibility.

No No No

Maryland No Yes

Massachusetts Automated Yes No No

Michigan Manually tracked. No No No

Minnesota Automated No No No

Mississippi automated No No No

21 NA = Not Applicable
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Missouri Automated in database.  Check work history. No No No

Montana Using case notes - not included in system Yes No No

Nebraska Manual No No Yes

Nevada Automated Yes No No

New Hampshire Automated Yes No No

New Jersey They are tracked manually by county - it is an 
invisible process  that isn't monitored

Yes No Yes

New Mexico Tracked Manually Yes No Yes

New York DK DK Yes NA

North Carolina No tracking system. There is a code that indicates 
the ABAWDs status

No No Yes

North Dakota Screen in eligibility system.  They track information 
there to see if individual has used up eligibility

No No No

Ohio DK DK No No

Oklahoma Automated No No Yes

Oregon They are not tracking.  Oregon is waiving the 
ABAWDs 3 mos. Limits (labor surplus waiver) so 
they don't need to track

NA No No

Pennsylvania Codes in system - in-state work histories/income data No No No

Rhode Island Tracked on a separate system with a 36 month clock No No No

South Carolina Tracking on a PC system, not a great system.  No 
checking of benefit or work histories.

No Yes NA

South Dakota Electronically - The system automatically determines 
the exemptions and time frame.

Yes No No

Tennessee There are identifiers within the eligibility system; 
check benefit histories and work histories

Yes No No

Texas Automated - Identify on the DB and code them as 
either meeting work requirements or not.  Also 
identify whose time limit has expired.  System does 
not automatically countdown the months of time 
limited benefits are received.  Staff has to enter that 
based on prompts

No Yes NA

Utah Currently manual, but will be automated soon. Yes No Yes

Vermont Automated Yes No No

Virgin Islands Automated Yes No No

Virginia Automated - each client has a screen for ABAWDS. 
Indicates whether they are exempt from work 
requirements and also provides 3 month eligibility by 
client

No No

Washington Automated system where data are keyed on-line and 
it updates the eligibility system

Yes No - they used to 
use

Yes

West Virginia Automated tracking. There is an ABAWDS screen No No Yes

22 NA = Not Applicable
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Wisconsin Automated screens Yes No No

Wyoming They are tracked manually by individual workers No No No

23 NA = Not Applicable
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