
Submitter : Dr. Eric Murray 

Organization : Huntsville Cardiac Anesthesia 

Category : Physician 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 07/12/2007 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicarc and Medicaid Services 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 80 18 
Baltimore. MD 21244-80 18 

Re: CMS-1385-P 

Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review) 

Dcar Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
recognized the gross undervaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn thc RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician services. Today, more than a decade sincc the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.1 9 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of cartng for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
areas with disproportionately high Medicare populations. 

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and 1 suppon full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 
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Submitter : Dr. Karl Kroeker 

Organization : Dr. Karl Kroeker 

Category : Physician 

Date: 07/12/2007 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Leslie V. Nonvalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serviccs 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 80 18 
Baltimore, MD 21 244-801 8 

Re: CMS-1385-P 

Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review) 

Dear Ms. Nonvalk: 

I am writing to exprcss my shongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
other physician serviccs. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of car~ng for our natlon s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system In which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionatcly high Medicarc populations. 

In an effort to rcctify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 pcrcent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleascd that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Sincerely, 

Karl A. Kroeker, MD 

Anesthesia Associates, PSC 
3320 Tates Crcck Rd., Suite 204 
Lcxington, KY 40502 
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Submitter : Dennis Shay 

Organization : Anesthesia Service Medical Group 

Date: 0711 212007 

Category : Physician 

Issue AreaslComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Re: CMS-1385-P 

Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review) 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase ancsthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking stcps to address this complicated issue. 

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician services. Today, more than a decade since thc RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 pcr unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Medicare populations. 

In an cffort to rcctify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-stand~ng 
undcrvaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that thc Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To cnsurc that our paticnts have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Very truly yours, 

Dcnnis C. Shay, MD 
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Submitter : Dr. Jeffrey Solomon 

Organization : Dr. Jeffrey Solomon 

Category : Physician 

Issue AreaslComments 

Date: 07/12/2007 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Lcslic V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Mcdicaid Services 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 80 18 
Baltimore. MD 21244-801 8 

Re: CMS- 1385-P 
Ancsthcsia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Rcvicw) 

Dcar Ms. Nowalk: 

I am writing to cxprcss my strongest support for thc proposal to incrcase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd thc gross undervaluation of anesthcsia services, and that thc Agcncy is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn thc RBRVS was instituted, it crcatcd a hugc payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work comparcd to 
othcr physician scrvices. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took cffect, Medicare payment for anesthesia scrvices stands at just $1 6.1 9 pcr unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s scnlors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproponionatcly high Mcdicarc populations. 

In an cffort to rcctify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 perccnt work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia scrvices. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed mlc, and I support full implementation of thc 
RUC s recommendation. 

To cnsurc that our patients havc access to expcrt ancsthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Fcderal Registcr 
by fully and immediately implcmcnting the anesthcsia conversion factor increase as recommended by thc RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this scrious matter. 

Dr. Jeficy Solomon 
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Submitter : Dr. mike parish Date: 07/12/2007 

Organization : ASA 

Category : Physician 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Lcslic V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicarc and Medicaid Scrviccs 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 801 8 
Baltimore. MD 21244-801 8 

Re: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthesia Coding (Pan of 5-Year Revicw) 

Dcar Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to cxprcss my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd thc gross undcrvaluation of ancsthesia services. and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn the RBRVS was institutcd, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician services. Today, more than a decade since thc RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsusta~nable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Mcdicarc populations. 

In an effort to rcctify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 perccnt work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of ancsthesia scrvices. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I suppon full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 
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Submitter : Dr. Alvin Manalaysay 

Organization : South County Anesthesia Associates 

Category : Physician 

Issue AreasIComments 

Coding-- Additional Codes From 
5-Y ear Review 

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review 

See attachment 
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Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimore, MD 2 1244-80 18 

Re: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review) 

Dear Ms. Nonvalk: 

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia 
payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking 
steps to address this complicated issue. 

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, 
mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to other physician 
services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment 
for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This amount does not cover the cost 
of caring for our nation's seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which 
anesthesiologists are being forced away from areas with disproportionately high 
Medicare populations. Furthermore, the Medicare population being older, this population 
does and will continue to have more involved and complicated healthcare issues. 

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase 
the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work undervaluation-a 
move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a 
major step forward in correcting the long-standing undervaluation of anesthesia services. 
I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I 
support full implementation of the RUC's recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is 
imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register by fully 
and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as 
recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Sincerely, 

Alvin R. Manalaysay, Ph.D., M.D. 



Submitter : Dr. Cynthia Ushiyama 

Organization : Dr. Cynthia Ushiyama 

Date: 07/12/2007 

Category : Physician 

Issue AreasIComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Lcslic V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Ccntcrs for Medicare and Medicaid Serviccs 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimore, MD 21244-8018 

Re: CMS-1385-P 
Ancsthcsia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review) 

Dcar Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to cxpress my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under thc 2008 Physician Fec Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia scrvices, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

When thc RBRVS was instituted, it creatcd a huge payment disparity for anesthcsia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of ancsthcsia work compared to 
other physician serviccs. Today. more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for ancsthesia serviccs stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Medicarc populations. 

In an effort to rcctify this untenable situation. the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia convcrsion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor ~ncrease as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter 

Cynthia Ushiyama MD 
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Submitter : Abhinav Gautam 

Organization : ASA 

Date: 07/12/2007 

Category : Physician 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Coding-- Additional Codes From 
5-Year Review 

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review 

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Ccntcrs for Mcdicare and Medicaid Services 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 80 18 
Baltimore, MD 2 1244-80 18 

Rc: CMS- 1385-P 

Ancsthcsia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Revicw) 

Dcar Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to express my shongcst support for thc proposal to increase ancsthcsia paymcnts under thc 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am gratcful that CMS has 
rccognizcd thc gross undcrvaluation of anesthesia serviccs, and that the Agcncy is taking steps to address this complicatcd issue. 

When thc RBRVS was instituted. it crcated a huge payment disparity for ancsthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthcsia work compared to 
othcr physician scrviccs. Today, more than a dccade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare paymcnt for anesthcsia services stands at just $16.19 pcr unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Medicarc populations. 

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undcrvaluation of ancsthcsia services. I am plcascd that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rulc, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To cnsure that our patients have access to cxpcrtancsthcsiology medical carc, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your considcration of this serious matter. 
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Submitter : Dr. Richard Laborde Date: 07/12/2007 

Organization : Lake Charles Anesthesiology 

Category : Physician 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Lcslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centcn for Medicare and Medicaid Scrviccs 
Attcntion: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimore, MD 21244-8018 

Re: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Rcvicw) 

Dear Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to cxprcss my strongest support for the proposal to increase ancsthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. 1 am grateful that CMS has 
rccognized thc gross undcrvaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to addrcss this complicated issue. 

When the RBRVS was institutcd, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undcrvaluation of ancsthesia work compared to 
othcr physician services. Today, marc than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsusta~nable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Medicare populations. 

In an effon to rcctify this untenable situation, the RUC rccommendcd that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia services. 1 am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I suppon full implementation of thc 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immcdiately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommendcd by thc RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Page 501 of l o l l  July 17 2007 12:01 PM 



Submitter : Dr. Dzung Nguyen 

Organization : Dr. Dzung Nguyen 

Category : Physician 

Date: 07/12/2007 

Issue AreaslComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Ccnters for Medicarc and Mcdicaid Scrvices 
Attention: CMS- 1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimorc. MD 2 1244-801 8 

Rc: CMS- 1385-P 
Ancsthcsia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review) 

Dcar Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd thc gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agcncy is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn thc RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for ancsthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician scrviccs. Today, morc than a dccade since the RBRVS took effect. Medicare payment for ancsthesia services stands at just $1 6.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and IS creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
areas with disproportionatcly high Medicarc populations. 

In an cffort to rectify this untcnablc situation, the RUC recommended that CMS incrcasc the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of thc 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensurc that our patients have acccss to expcrt anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing thc anesthcsia conversion factor incrcase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Sinccrcly, 

Dzung Van Nguyen, MD 

Diplomate, American Board of Anesthesiology 
Mcmbcr, American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Member, Illinois Society of Ancsthesiologists 
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Submitter : Dr. Joel Hutchinson 

Organization : Dr. Joel Hutchinson 

Category : Physician 

Issue AreaslComments 

Date: 07/12/2007 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Attention: CMS- 1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimore, MD 2 1244-801 8 

Rc: CMS- 1385-P 
Ancsthcsia Coding (Pan of 5-Year Rcview) 

Dear Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to cxprcss my strongest support for the proposal to increasc anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd thc gross undcrvaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn thc RBRVS was institutcd, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.1 9 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
areas with disproportionately high Mcdicare populations. 

In an cffort to rcctify this untenable situation, the RUC recommcnded that CMS increase the ancsthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standlng 
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that thc Agcncy accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To cnsure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor inerease as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Sincerely, 

Joel Hutchinson, MD 
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Submitter : Dr. Robin Morris Date: 07/12/2007 

Organization : Dr. Robin Morris 

Category : Physician 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Payment For Procedures And 
Services Provided I n  ASCs 

Payment For Procedures And Services Provided In ASCs 

Leslic V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Ccntcrs for Mcdicarc and Medicaid Serviccs 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 80 18 
Baltimore, MD 21 244-801 8 

Rc: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthcsia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Rcvicw) 

Dcar Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to cxpress my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments undcr the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd thc gross undcrvaluation of anesthesia services, and that thc Agency is taking steps to address this complicatcd issue. 

Whcn thc RBRVS was instituted, it crcated a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician services. Today, morc than a decadc sincc the RBRVS took cffect, Medicare payment for ancsthesia services stands at just $16.19 pcr unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in whrch anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionatcly high Medicarc populations. 

In an cffon to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the ancsthcsia conversion factor to offsct a calculated 32 perccnt work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4 00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undcrvaluation of ancsthcsia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of  the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our paticnts have access to expcrt anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immcdiately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your considcration of this serious matter. 

Robin Morris. MD 
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Submitter : Dr. chris spilker 

Organization : Bellingham Anesthesia Associates 

Category : Physician 

Issue AreaslComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

To whom it may concern 

Date: 07/12/2007 

Thank you for your consideration of $4 dollar increase in anesthesia coding. From someone on the front lincs of health care 1 can assure you that it is greatly 
needed to keep our specialty strong. The currcnt payment structure is truly unsustainble. 

Pleasc support this much needed increase. 

Chris Spilker MD 
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Submitter : Dr. Scott Smout 

Organization : Western Anesthesiology Associates Inc. 

Category : Physician 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 07/12/2007 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Leslie V. Nonvalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Ccntcrs for Medicare and Medicaid Scrvices 
Attcntion: CMS- 1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimorc, MD 2 1244-8018 

Re: CMS- 1385-P 

Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Revicw) 

Dcar Ms. Nonvalk: 

I am writing to cxpress my strongcst support for the proposal to increase ancsthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd thc gross undcrvaluation of ancsthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn thc RBRVS was institutcd, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of ancsthcsia work comparcd to 
othcr physician scrviccs. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for ancsthcsia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsusta~nable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Mcdicarc populations. 

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase thc anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 pcrcent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standlng 
undcrvaluation of ancsthcsia services. I am pleascd that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of thc 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our paticnts havc acccss to expcrt anesthcsiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in thc Fedcral Register 
by fully and immediately implcmcnting the ancsthesia conversion factor incrcase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Sinccrcly, 

Scon R. Smout, D.O. 
Diplomatc, American Board of Anesthesiologists 
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Submitter : Dr. Aubrey Eyer 

Organization : Rancho Mirage Anesthesiologists Consultant Med. Gr 

Date: 07/12/2007 

Category : Physician 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Resource-Based PE RVUs 

Resource-Based PE RVUs 

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serviccs 
Attcntion: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 80 18 
Baltimorc. MD 2 1244-801 8 

Rc: CMS-1385-P 
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Revicw) 

Dear Ms. Norwalk: 

1 am writing in support of the proposal to increase anesthesia paymcnts under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. We in the practice of anesthesiology appreciate 
that CMS has recognized the gross undervaluation of our services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Wc havc bccn greatly under compensated for over a decade after the RBRVS was instituted, due to a flawed evaluation of anesthcsia work compared to othcr 
spccialtics. 1 practicc in a hospital with a 58 percent Mcdicare population. Five years ago our department was disintegrating due to mcmbcrs lcaving for bcttcr 
paying positions and our inability to recruit ncw membcrs. Fortunately the hospital stepped in and agreed to supplement our income in order to avoid a complcte 
collapse. It seems extremely unfair to expect the hospital to foot the bill for the grossly under-reimbursement of anesthesiologists care of Medicare patients. The 
currcnt practicc of underpaying for the care of this nations senior population is driving physicians away from practices with a high perccntagc of Medicare paticnts. 

In an cffort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offsct a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of ancsthcsia services. I am pleascd that the Agcncy accepted this recommendation in its proposed mlc, and 1 support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our paticnts have acccss to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immcdiately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this scrious mattcr. 

Aubrey G. Eyer, M.D. 
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In favor of CMS-1385-P 
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Organization : Billings Anesthesiology, PC 

Category : Physician 

Issue AreasIComments 

Resource-Based PE RVUs 

Resource-Based PE RVUs 

Please see attached letter concerning the proposed increase in anesthesia valuation. For too long. the nation's anesthesiologists have provided carc for our seniors 
at a severely undervalued late. These paticnts oftcn havc serious medical problems and deserve thc best care we can give. 

Sincerely, 

Jon Molin 

Leslic V. Nonvalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Mcdicarc and Medicaid Scrviccs 
Attention: CMS-I 385-P 
P.O. Box 801 8 
Baltimore, MD 2 1244-80 18 

Rc: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Review) 

Dcar Ms. Nonvalk: 

I am writing to express my strongest support for thc proposal to increase anesthcsia payments under thc 2008 Physician Fee Schedulc. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd the gross undcrvaluation of anesthcsia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthcsia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician serviccs. Today, more than a dccade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia serviccs stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproponionatcly high Medicarc populations. 

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, thc RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offsct a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthcsia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of thc 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensurc that our patients have access to expcrt anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in thc Fedcral Register 
by fully and immediately implcmcnting thc anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this scrious matter. 

Jon Molin, MD 
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5-Year Review 

Coding-- Additional Codes  From 5-Year Review 

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Mcdicare and Medicaid Serviccs 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 801 8 
Baltimore. MD 21244-801 8 

Re: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Revicw) 

Dear Ms. Norwalk: 

1 am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd thc gross undcrvaluation of ancsthesia scrvices, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issuc. 

When thc RBRVS was instituted, it creatcd a huge paymcnt disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician scrvices. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effcct, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.1 9 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiolog~sts are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Mcdicare populations. 

In an cffort to rcctify this untenable situation, thc RUC recommcndcd that CMS increase the anesthesia convcrsion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthcsia serviccs. I am plcased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensurc that our patients havc acccss to cxpert ancsthcsiology mcdical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in thc Fedcral Registcr 
by fully and immediately implemcnting thc anesthesia conversion factor increasc as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Vcmon Pruitt, M.D 
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GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Leslie V. Nonvalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Attention: CMS- 1385-P 
P.O. Box 801 8 
Baltimore, MD 21244-801 8 

Re: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthesia Coding (Part of 5-Year Review) 

Dear Ms. Nonvalk: 

I am writing to express my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia serviccs, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

When thc RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
other physician scrviccs. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustalnable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
areas with disproportionately high Medicare populations. 

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and 1 support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor increase as reeommcnded by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 
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GENERAL 

Date: 07/12/2007 

GENERAL 

1 beg you to please increase the amount that anesthesiologists are being reimbursed by Medicare. Our seniors deserve the best care possible. 
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Resource-Based PE RVUs 

Leslie V. Norwalk. Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimore, MD 21244-8018 

Re: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthesia Coding (Pan of 5-Year Review) 

Dear Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to express my strongest suppon for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
recognized the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
areas with disproponionately high Medicare populations. 

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthcsia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthcsia services. I am pleased that the Agency acceptcd this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I suppon full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the anesthcsia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 
Sincerely, Mark Rallison, M.D. 
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Organization : American Society of Anesthesiologists 

Category : Physician 

Issue AreaslComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I support the proposcd increase in ancsthesia payments under the 2008 Physician FCC Schedule. For too long anesthesia services havc bccn grossly undervalued by 
thc Physician Fce Schcdulc. This proposcd change will help allcviatc somc of thc inequity that ancsthesia scrviccs experienced sincc 1992 when the prcscnt fcc 
schedule was put into place. 

Continuing to ignore the disparity in paymcnt for anesthesia services will lead to a problem for our elders to have access to care. Since present payment docs not 
cover the cost of caring for our patients, it is creating an unsustainable systcm in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from arcas with disproportionately 
high Medicarc populations. 

In an cffon to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC rccommcndcd that CMS increase thc anesthesia conversion factor to offsct a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia scrvices. I am pleased that the Agency acceptcd this recommendation in its proposed rulc, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To cnsure that our paticnts havc access to expert anesthesiology mcdical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Fcdcral Register 
by fully and immcdiatcly implementing the ancsthesia conversion factor incrcasc as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Page 514 of l o l l  July 17 2007 12:Ol PM 



Submitter : Dr. Brian Struyk Date: 07/13/2007 

Organization : Dr. Brian Struyk 

Category : Physician 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Coding- Additional Codes From 
5-Year Review 

Coding-- Additional Codes From 5-Year Review 

Leslic V. Nonvalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 80 18 
Baltimore, MD 21244-8018 

Rc: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthnia Coding (Part of 5-Year Revicw) 

Dcar Ms. Nonvalk: 

I am writing to cxpress my shongcst support for the proposal to increase anesthesia paymcnts under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd the gross undcrvaluation of anesthesia scrviccs, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

Whcn thc RBRVS was institutcd, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
othcr physician services. Today, more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 pcr unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproponionatcly high Mcdicare populations. 

In an effort to rectify this untcnable situation, the RUC recommcnded that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia scwiccs. I am pleased that the Agency accepted this recommendation in its proposed mle, and 1 support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendat~on. 

To ensure that our patients havc access to expert anesthesiology medical carc, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Rcgister 
by fully and immediatcly implementing thc ancsthcsia conversion factor increase as recommendcd by the RUC. 

Thank you for your considcration of this scrious matter. 

Brian P. Stnryk, MD 
LCDR, MC, USNR 
Lucile Packard Children s Hospital 
Stanford Univcrsity Mcdical Ccnter 
stmyk@stanford.edu 
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GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serviccs 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimore, MD 21244-801 8 

Re: CMS- 1385-P 
Ancsthesia Coding (Part of 5-Ycar Rcview) 

Dcar Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to cxprcss my strongest support for the proposal to increasc anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd the gross undcrvaluation of ancsthcsia scrvices, and that thc Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of ancsthcsia work comparcd to 
othcr physician services. Today, more than a decade since thc RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 pcr unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creating an unsustainable system in which anesthesiologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Medicarc populations. 

In an effort to rcctify this untenablc situation, thc RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 perccnt work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undcrvaluation of ancsthcsia scrvices. I am pleased that thc Agency accepted this rccommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensurc that our paticnts have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immcdiately implcmcnting thc ancsthcsia convcrsion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 
I bclievc that this is a serious issuc for the health of our nation. As it is better more well trained doctors are not willing to see these paticnts bccause the 
remuneration is so disparatc with othcr payors. So our clderly and poor are left with no choice but to seek care with second tier physicians. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 
John M. Shepherd, MD 
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Resource-Based PE RVUs 

Resource-Based PE R V U s  

Leslie V. Norwalk, Esq. 
Acting Administrator 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serviccs 
Attention: CMS-1385-P 
P.O. Box 8018 
Baltimore, MD 2 1244-80 18 

Re: CMS-1385-P 
Anesthesia Coding (Pan of 5-Year Review) 

Dcar Ms. Norwalk: 

I am writing to exprcss my strongest support for the proposal to increase anesthesia payments under the 2008 Physician Fee Schedule. I am grateful that CMS has 
rccognizcd the gross undervaluation of anesthesia services, and that the Agency is taking steps to address this complicated issue. 

When the RBRVS was instituted, it created a huge payment disparity for anesthesia care, mostly due to significant undervaluation of anesthesia work compared to 
other physician serviees. Today. more than a decade since the RBRVS took effect, Medicare payment for anesthesia services stands at just $16.19 per unit. This 
amount does not cover the cost of caring for our nation s seniors, and is creatlng an unsustainable system in which anesthes~ologists are being forced away from 
arcas with disproportionately high Medicare populations. 

In an effort to rectify this untenable situation, the RUC recommended that CMS increase the anesthesia conversion factor to offset a calculated 32 percent work 
undervaluation a move that would result in an increase of nearly $4.00 per anesthesia unit and serve as a major step forward in correcting the long-standing 
undervaluation of anesthesia services. I am pleased that the Agcncy accepted this recommendation in its proposed rule, and I support full implementation of the 
RUC s recommendation. 

To ensure that our patients have access to expert anesthesiology medical care, it is imperative that CMS follow through with the proposal in the Federal Register 
by fully and immediately implementing the anesthesia conversion factor increase as recommended by the RUC. 

Thank you for your consideration of this serious matter. 

Alan H. Somphone M.D. 
2304 La Solana Way 
Las Vegas. NV 89 102 
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