
The Poultry 2004 Study

The National Animal Health Monitoring 
System’s (NAHMS) Poultry 2004 study 
will take an indepth look at the Nation’s 
nontraditional poultry industries, including 
small-production backyard fl ocks and live-
poultry markets.  Data will be collected via 
questionnaires on biosecurity practices and 
on the health and movement of various bird 
species and then summarized for use in 
regional and national estimates.  Participation 
in Poultry 2004 is voluntary and confi dential.

Poultry 2004 will
• Help provide information to improve 

management practices that affect bird 
health,

• Assist animal health offi cials and industry 
members in identifying research needs, 
and

• Provide owners of small-production or 
backyard fl ocks with information on avian 
infl uenza, exotic Newcastle disease, and 
effective biosecurity practices.

Data Collection

Small-Production Backyard Flocks
The National Agricultural Statistics 
Service will randomly select a sample of 
commercial poultry operations in 18 of the 
Nation’s leading poultry States.*  A circle 
with a 1-mile radius will be “drawn” around 
each commercial operation, and a fi eld 
data collector will canvass the circle for 
noncommercial premises that house birds.  
From October 1 through November 15, 2004, 
Federal or State animal health offi cials will 
administer a questionnaire at participating 
noncommercial premises.  These data 
collectors will not enter bird areas or 
premises or handle birds.

Live-Poultry Markets
In early 2005, a questionnaire will be 
administered at live-poultry markets 
throughout the United States to gather 
information on management, bird movement, 
cleaning and disinfecting.

*Alabama, Arkansas, California, Delaware, 
Georgia, Iowa, Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Mississippi, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Texas, Virginia

Confi dentiality

Because NAHMS’ national studies rely on 
voluntary participation, maintaining the 
respondents’ confi dentiality is a top priority.  
No identifying information (e.g., name and 
address) will be recorded on questionnaires 
or in data sets.  No individual’s data will be 
reported.  Reports will summarize data for 
national or regional estimates.

NAHMS Studies

• National in scope
• Voluntary, confi dential
• Statistically reliable
• Scientifi cally valid
• Collaborative in nature

For more information, contact

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Veterinary Services, Attention:  NAHMS
NRRC Building B, Mailstop 2E7
2150 Centre Avenue
Fort Collins, CO 80526–8117

Phone:  (970) 494–7000
E-mail:  NAHMSweb@aphis.usda.gov

or visit NAHMS on the Web at 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ceah/cnahs
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Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, 
or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720–2600 (voice and TDD).

To fi le a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, 
Director, Offi ce of Civil Rights, Room 326–W, Whitten 
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, DC 20250–9410 or call (202) 720–5964 
(voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.
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“Whether you raise poultry on a large 
commercial basis or on a smaller, home-
hobby scale, the information acquired 
through this survey will be benefi cial to 
the pursuit of healthy and thriving bird 
populations.  There is no good substitute for 
accurate information.”   

—Charles Beard, D.V.M., Ph.D.
Vice President, Research and Technology

U.S. Poultry and Egg Association

“The small-production backyard fl ock is an 
integral part of the U.S. poultry industry.  
This study will help to identify the research 
needs of these small fl ocks.”

—Charles Stoltenow, D.V.M.
President, American Association of

Extension Veterinarians


