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1994 Sheep Death Loss
Due to Predators &

1994 U.S. Sheep Death Loss

Total = 1,246,700

Health-Related Causes

Breeding Sheep
336,600 (27.0%)
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Seventy-three percent of the 1994 United States sh

death loss was lambs (Figure 1).
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A total of 910,100 lambs and 336,600 breeding she

died in 1994, totals representing 9.5 percent of the U.<

lamb inventory and 5.5 percent of the breeding sheep
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Lambs
910,100 (73.0%)

tory. Overall, death losses cost the U.S. sheep

industry 8.0 percent of their inventory.
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This information was part of a report ent
‘Sheep and Lamb Death Loss 1994’ (NASS LDP

Number 95-01). The USDA'’s National

Agricultural Stat

Figure 2

(NASS) and the

| and Plant Health Inspect

Services’ National Animal Health Monitoring

System and Animal
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1994 Sheep Death Losses
Due to Predators & Health-Related Causes®
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USDA

| Damage Control cooperated
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heep and laml
Breeding Sheep

. ing s
death loss. About 75,000 sheep producers were

breed

on a study of 1994 U.S

selected by random sample and participated in tt

study through mailed quest
or personal interviews.

Sesses
s

SR
s

SR

S

<

EEBLIEIEES
SRR

feoseietee

SIS
58
i

5

SRR,

5
=

SEREIEEIES
i

RIS
i

B

RSB
SIS

L

SREISIIS
58
i

i

S

<

EEBLIEIEES
SRR

5%

SSS

SIS
58
i

5

SRR,

5
=

e e
i

e e e s S SSSIS 5SS S

o
R
S

ks

%

B S EIIIIEN

5

SEBREREIEEES

R R R R R I
i

]

55
355
2

d telepho
, poison, an

lonnaires an

Producers attributed most of the breeding she
and lamb deaths to predators and health-related

problems, such as diseases, weather

Percent National Death Loss*

lambing difficulties. Figure 2 shows that

* Breeding sheep: 1/1/94 inventory of ewes & rams. Lambs: 1/1/94 lambs on feed & 1/1/94 replacement

lambs (calculated by subtracting ewes and rams from the total inventory on 1/1/94) + 1994 lamb crop.

Inventory per Sheep & Goats, USDANASS. Lv Gn 1(1-95).

health-related problems caused more deaths of

breeding sheep (53.3 percent) than predators (31

percent). The percentage for lamb deaths due to
predators was 0.8 percent higher than that for

health-related problems.
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Figure 3 Figure 4

1994 Regional Sheep Inventory Regional 1994 Sheep Losses as
as Percent of U.S. Inventory Percent of Regional Inventory®
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Regional determinations were based on similariti%ure 5

in climate and flock managemelnt. ] ]
1994 Regional Breeding Sheep Death Losses due to Predators

Figures 3 and 4 show that regions with the larges & Health-Related Causes as Percent of Regional Inventory*
populations reported some of the lowest regional

death rates. Death losses for all ages of sheep rang  E2st Nerth Central
from a low of 5.8 percent in the West Coast region t EastSouth Central
a high of 13.3 percent in the East South Central Mountain
(Figure 4). Northeast
Southeast

Regionally, death losses due to predators rangec West Coast
from 0.8 percent in the West North Central to 3.7 West North Cantral 5
percent in the East South Central (Figure 5). Figure \y.q south Central : |
shows the Mountain and West South Central region 6 4 5 0 > 4 s
had higher death rates due to predators than Predator Health-Related Causes
health-related events.
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Figure 6
With few exceptions, lamb death losses as a 1994 Regional Lamb Death Loss Due to Predators &

percent of regional inventories were higher than tho:  Health-Related Causes as Percent of Regional Inventory*
for breeding sheep. This fact was generally true for
both the predator and health-related causes categot
Lamb death losses for both causes varied more wid East South Central

East North Central

across regions than those for breeding sheep. Mountain 74|
Northeast
For additional information on national and regionz Southeast
sheep death loss and health-related causes, contac West Coast
Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health; \West North Central

USDA:APHIS:VS, Attn. NAHMS; 2150 Centre Ave.,
Bldg. B., MS 2E7, Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117
(970) 494-7000

NAHMSweb@aphis.usda.gov
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1 Adapted from Parker, C.F.; The sheep industry: trends, economics, and production aspects. Veterinary Clinics of North America: Food Animal
Practice. 1986. 2:329-333.

*Breeding sheep: 1/1/94 inventory of ewes & rams. Lambs: 1/1/94 lambs on feed & 1/1/94 replacement lambs (calculated by subtracting ewes & rams from
the total inventory on 1/1/94) plus 1994 lamb crop. AR, DE, FL, GA, HI, MS, RI, and SC were not included in regional estimates due to missing inventory
totals. Inventory per Sheep & Goats, USDA:NASS. Lv Gn 1 (1-95).



