
Estimated Number of Perinatally Acquired AIDS Cases by 
Mother's Transmission Category and Year of Diagnosis 1981–
1996 and 1997–2006—United States and Dependent Areas

1981–1996 1997–2006
Transmission Category No. % No. %

Injection drug use 3,118 41 255 19

High-risk heterosexual contact* 2,809 37 591 43
Transfusion 139 2 13 1
Mother’s risk factor not specified 1,493 20 502 37

Note. Data have been adjusted for reporting delays and cases without risk factor information were proportionally 
redistributed.

*Heterosexual contact with a person known to have, or to be at high-risk for, HIV infection.

Slide 2: Reported AIDS Cases in Children &lt;13 Years of Age by Transmission Category, 2006 and Cumulative United States and Dependent Areas

Since the beginning of the epidemic, the proportional distribution of HIV transmission categories for the mothers of children with perinatally acquired AIDS has changed.

From 1997 through 2006, 43% of the mothers were exposed to HIV through high-risk heterosexual contact, and 19% through injection drug use. Thirty seven percent did not specify a transmission category.

From 1981 through 1996, a larger proportion (41%) of women were infected through injection drug use, and a smaller proportion (37%) were infected through high-risk heterosexual contact. However, it is likely that some proportion of the women without a specified risk factor were exposed through high-risk heterosexual contact.


