
Time of Maternal HIV Testing among Children with 
Perinatally Acquired AIDS, HIV Exposure or HIV Infection
Reported in 2006—United States and Dependent Areas

Perinatally
Acquired AIDS

N=74

HIV 
Exposure*
N=1,883

HIV Infection†

N=447

Time of maternal HIV test No. % No. % No. %

Before or at birth 28 38 1,746 93 168 38

After birth 28 38 65 3 137 31

Unknown 18 24 72 4 142 32

*From 33 areas that report perinatal exposure.
From 50 areas with confidential name-based HIV infection reporting.†
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It is important for HIV-infected pregnant women to know their HIV infection status in order to make informed decisions about antiretroviral therapy to reduce perinatal transmission of HIV to their infants. The Public Health Service recommends that all pregnant women be offered HIV counseling and voluntary HIV tests. 

For children reported to CDC in 2006 as perinatally exposed to HIV, 93% were born to women who were tested before or at the time of birth. For children who were perinatally HIV-infected, 38% of them had a mother who was tested before or at the time of birth; among children diagnosed with AIDS, 38% were born to mothers who were tested before or at the time of birth. An additional 31% of children reported with HIV infection (not AIDS) and 38% of children with AIDS were born to mothers tested after the child’s birth. 

These data demonstrate that early testing and, therefore, the increased potential for ZDV therapy to prevent transmission can help to reduce HIV transmission to children by their mothers.

In 2006, the following 45 states and 5 U.S. dependent areas conducted HIV case surveillance and reported cases of HIV infection in adults, adolescents, and children to CDC: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming, American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

In 2006, the following 31 states and 2 U.S. dependent areas reported perinatal exposure to HV infection to CDC: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming, Puerto Rico, and U.S. Virgin Islands.


