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What is The Nation’s Report Card?
THE NATION’S REPORT CARD, the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), is a nationally
representative and continuing assessment of what America’s students know and can do in various subject areas.
Since 1969, assessments have been conducted periodically in reading, mathematics, science, writing, history,
geography, and other fields. By making objective information on student performance available to policymakers at
the national, state, and local levels, NAEP is an integral part of our nation’s evaluation of the condition and progress
of education. Only information related to academic achievement is collected under this program. NAEP guarantees
the privacy of individual students and their families.

NAEP is a congressionally mandated project of the National Center for Education Statistics, within the Institute
of Education Sciences of the U.S. Department of Education. The Commissioner of Education Statistics is
responsible, by law, for carrying out the NAEP project through competitive awards to qualified organizations.

In 1988, Congress established the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) to oversee and set policy for
NAEP. The Board is responsible for: selecting the subject areas to be assessed; setting appropriate student
achievement levels; developing assessment objectives and test specifications; developing a process for the review of
the assessment; designing the assessment methodology; developing guidelines for reporting and disseminating
NAEP results; developing standards and procedures for interstate, regional, and national comparisons; determining
the appropriateness of all assessment items and ensuring the assessment items are free from bias and are secular,
neutral, and non-ideological; taking actions to improve the form, content, use, and reporting of results of the National
Assessment; and planning and executing the initial public release of National Assessment of Educational Progress
reports.
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Writing Results for the States
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Overview of the 2002
National Assessment of
Educational Progress
in Writing
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Framework for the 1998 and
2002 Writing Assessments
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Narrative writing Narrative writing encourages writers to incorporate their imagination and creativity in the production of
stories or personal essays. At its best, narrative writing fosters imagination, creativity, and speculation
by allowing writers to express their thoughts and emotions, and offers an opportunity for writers to
analyze and understand their actions and those of others.

The narrative tasks included in the NAEP 2002 writing assessment asked students to write many kinds of
stories (most fiction, some nonfiction). Some of the tasks asked students to write in response to
photographs, drawings, cartoons, poems, or stories (provided with the assessment).

Informative writing In informative writing, the writer provides the reader with information. Informative writing may involve
reporting on events or experiences or analyzing concepts and relationships. When used as a means of
exploration, informative writing helps both the writer and the reader to learn new ideas and to reexamine
old conclusions.

Informative tasks in the NAEP 2002 writing assessment asked students to write on specified subjects
using many kinds of information, such as newspaper articles, charts, photographs, or reported dialogues
(provided with the assessment), as well as their own knowledge. Students could write in a variety of
formats, such as reports, newpaper articles, and letters.

Persuasive writing Persuasive writing seeks to persuade the reader to take action or to bring about change. This type of
writing involves a clear awareness of what arguments might most affect the audience being addressed.
Writing persuasively also requires the use of such skills as analysis, inference, synthesis, and evaluation.

Persuasive tasks in the NAEP 2002 writing assessment asked students to write letters to the editor or to
friends, to refute arguments, or to take sides in a debate.

Figure 1.1  Descriptions of the three purposes for writing in the NAEP writing assessment

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. Writing Framework and Specifications for the 1998 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.

Purposes for Writing
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Table 1.1  Distribution of writing tasks, by purpose for writing, in the NAEP 2002 writing assessment,
grades 4, 8, and 12

Purpose for Percentage Number
writing of tasks of tasks

Grade 4

Narrative 40 8

Informative 35 7

Persuasive 25 5

Grade 8

Narrative 35 7

Informative 35 7

Persuasive 30 6

Grade 12

Narrative 25 5

Informative 35 7

Persuasive 40 8

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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The 2002 NAEP Writing
Assessment Instrument
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School and Student Samples
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Evaluating Students’ Writing
on the NAEP Assessment
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Reporting the Writing
Assessment Results
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Achievement Levels
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This level denotes partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for
proficient work at each grade.

This level represents solid academic performance for each grade assessed. Students reaching this
level have demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter, including subject-matter
knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situations, and analytical skills appropriate
to the subject matter.

This level signifies superior performance.

Figure 1.2  Policy definitions of the three NAEP achievement levels

Achievement Levels

Basic

Proficient

Advanced

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. Writing Framework and Specifications for the 1998 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.
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Writing Achievement Level
Descriptions for Each Grade
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Figure 1.3  Descriptions of NAEP writing achievement levels, grade 4

Basic
(115)

Proficient
(176)

Advanced
(225)

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2001). National Assessment of Educational Progress Achievement Levels, 1992–1998 for Writing. S.C. Loomis and M.L. Bourque (Eds.).
Washington, DC: Author.

The following statements describe the kinds of things fourth-grade students should be able to do in writing at each level of achievement.
These statements should be interpreted with the constraints of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in mind. Student
performances reported with respect to these descriptions are in response to two age-appropriate writing tasks completed within 25 minutes
each. Students are not advised of the writing tasks in advance nor engaged in pre-writing instruction and preparation; however, they are
given a set of “ideas for planning and reviewing” their writing for the assessment. Although the Writing NAEP cannot fully assess students’
abilities to produce a polished piece of writing, the results do provide valuable information about students’ abilities to generate writing in
response to a variety of purposes, tasks, and audiences within a rather limited period of time.

Fourth-grade students performing at the Basic level should be able to produce a somewhat organized and detailed
response within the time allowed that shows a general grasp of the writing task they have been assigned.
Fourth-grade students performing at the Basic level should be able to produce a somewhat organized response within the time allowed
that shows a general grasp of the writing task they have been assigned. Their writing should include some supporting details. Its
grammar, spelling, and capitalization should be accurate enough to communicate to a reader, although there may be mistakes that get
in the way of meaning.

Fourth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to produce an organized response within
the time allowed that shows an understanding of the writing task they have been assigned. Their writing should
include details that support and develop their main idea, and it should show that these students are aware of the
audience they are expected to address.
Fourth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to produce an organized response within the time allowed that
shows an understanding of the writing task they have been assigned. Their writing should include details that support and develop the
main idea of the piece, and its form, content, and language should show that these students are aware of the audience they are
expected to address. The grammar, spelling, and capitalization in the work should be accurate enough to communicate to a reader;
there may be some mistakes, but these should not get in the way of meaning.

Fourth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to produce an effective, well developed
response within the time allowed that shows a clear understanding of the writing task they have been assigned
and the audience they are expected to address. Their writing should include details and be clearly organized, should
use precise and varied language, and may show signs of analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking.
Fourth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to produce an effective, well developed response within the
time allowed that shows a clear understanding of the writing task they have been assigned. Their writing should be clearly organized,
making use of techniques such as consistency in topic or theme, sequencing, and a clearly marked beginning and ending. It should
make use of precise and varied language to speak to the audience the students are expected to address, and it should include details
and elaboration that support and develop the main idea of the piece. Their writing may also show signs of analytical, evaluative, or
creative thinking. The grammar, spelling, and capitalization in the work should be accurate enough to communicate clearly; mistakes
should be so few and so minor that a reader can easily skim over them.

Grade 4
Achievement Levels
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Figure 1.4  Descriptions of NAEP writing achievement levels, grade 8

The following statements describe the kinds of things eighth-grade students should be able to do in writing at each level of achievement.
These statements should be interpreted with the constraints of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in mind. Student
performances reported with respect to these descriptions are in response to two age-appropriate writing tasks completed within 25 minutes
each. Students are not advised of the writing tasks in advance nor engaged in pre-writing instruction and preparation; however, they are
given a set of “ideas for planning and reviewing” their writing for the assessment. Although the Writing NAEP cannot fully assess students’
abilities to produce a polished piece of writing, the results do provide valuable information about students’ abilities to generate writing in
response to a variety of purposes, tasks, and audiences within a rather limited period of time.

Eighth-grade students performing at the Basic level should be able to produce an effective response within the time
allowed that shows a general understanding of the writing task they have been assigned. Their writing should
show that these students are aware of the audience they are expected to address, and it should include supporting
details in an organized way.
Eighth-grade students performing at the Basic level should be able to produce an effective response within the time allowed that shows
a general understanding of the writing task they have been assigned. Their writing should show that these students are aware of the
audience they are expected to address, and it should include supporting details in an organized way. The grammar, spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization in the work should be accurate enough to communicate to a reader, although there may be mistakes that get in the
way of meaning.

Eighth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to produce a detailed and organized response
within the time allowed that shows an understanding of both the writing task they have been assigned and the
audience they are expected to address. Their writing should include precise language and varied sentence structure,
and it may show analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking.
Eighth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to produce an effective response within the time allowed that
shows an understanding of both the writing task they have been assigned and the audience they are expected to address. Their writing
should be organized, making use of techniques such as sequencing or a clearly marked beginning and ending, and it should make use
of details and some elaboration to support and develop the main idea of the piece. Their writing should include precise language and
some variety in sentence structure, and it may show analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking. The grammar, spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization in the work should be accurate enough to communicate to a reader; there may be some errors, but these should not
get in the way of meaning.

Eighth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to produce a fully developed response
within the time allowed that shows a clear understanding of both the writing task they have been assigned and the
audience they are expected to address. Their writing should show some analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking
and may make use of literary strategies to clarify a point. At the same time, the writing should be clearly organized,
demonstrating precise word choice and varied sentence structure.
Eighth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to produce an effective and fully developed response within the
time allowed that shows a clear understanding of both the writing task they have been assigned and the audience they are expected to
address. Their writing should show some analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking, and should demonstrate precise word choice and
varied sentence structure. Their work should include details and elaboration that support and develop the main idea of the piece, and
it may make use of strategies such as analogies, illustrations, examples, anecdotes, or figurative language to clarify a point. At the
same time, the writing should show that these students can keep their work clearly and consistently organized. Writing by eighth-grade
students performing at the Advanced  level should contain few errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and sentence
structure. These writers should demonstrate good control of these elements and may use them for stylistic effect in their work.

Basic
(114)

Proficient
(173)

Advanced
(224)

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2001). National Assessment of Educational Progress Achievement Levels, 1992–1998 for Writing. S.C. Loomis and M.L. Bourque (Eds.).
Washington, DC: Author.

Grade 8
Achievement Levels
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Figure 1.5  Descriptions of NAEP writing achievement levels, grade 12

Basic
(122)

Proficient
(178)

Advanced
(230)

The following statements describe the kinds of things twelfth-grade students should be able to do in writing at each level of achievement.
These statements should be interpreted with the constraints of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in mind. Student
performances reported with respect to these descriptions are in response to two age-appropriate writing tasks completed within 25 minutes
each. Students are not advised of the writing tasks in advance nor engaged in pre-writing instruction and preparation; however, they are
given a set of “ideas for planning and reviewing” their writing for the assessment. Although the Writing NAEP cannot fully assess students’
abilities to produce a polished piece of writing, the results do provide valuable information about students’ abilities to generate writing in
response to a variety of purposes, tasks, and audiences within a rather limited period of time.

Twelfth-grade students performing at the Basic level should be able to produce a well-organized response within
the time allowed that shows an understanding of both the writing task they have been assigned and the audience
they are expected to address. Their writing should show some analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking, and it
should include details that support and develop the main idea of the piece.
Twelfth-grade students performing at the Basic level should be able to produce an effective response within the time allowed that shows
an understanding of both the writing task they have been assigned and the audience they are expected to address. Their writing should
show some analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking. It should include details that support and develop the central idea of the piece,
and it should be clearly organized, making use of techniques such as consistency in topic or theme, sequencing, and a clear introduction
and conclusion. The grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization in these students’ work should be accurate enough to communicate
to a reader; there may be some errors, but these should not get in the way of meaning.

Twelfth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to produce an effectively organized and
fully developed response within the time allowed that uses analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking. Their
writing should include details that support and develop the main idea of the piece, and it should show that these
students are able to use precise language and variety in sentence structure to engage the audience they are
expected to address.
Twelfth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to produce an effective and fully developed response within
the time allowed that uses analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking. Their writing should be organized effectively, and it should show
that these students have a clear understanding of the writing task they have been assigned. It should be coherent, making use of
techniques such as a consistent theme, sequencing, and a clear introduction and conclusion, and it should include details and elaboration
that support and develop the main idea of the piece. The writing should show that these students are able to use precise language and
variety in sentence structure to engage the audience they are expected to address. Writing by twelfth-grade students performing at the
Proficient level should contain few errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and sentence structure. These writers should
demonstrate a command of these elements and may use them for stylistic effect in their work.

Twelfth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to produce a mature and sophisticated
response within the time allowed that uses analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking. Their writing should be
detailed and fully developed, and it should show that these students are able to use literary strategies to develop
their ideas. At the same time, the writing should be well crafted and coherent, and it should show that these
students are able to engage the audience they are expected to address through rich and compelling language,
precise word choice, and variety in sentence structure.
Twelfth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to produce a mature and sophisticated response within the
time allowed that uses analytical, evaluative, or creative thinking. Their writing should be fully developed, incorporating details and
elaboration that support and extend the main idea of the piece. It should show that these students can use literary strategies—
anecdotes and repetition, for example—to develop their ideas. At the same time, the writing should be well crafted, organized, and
coherent, and it should incorporate techniques such as a consistency in topic or theme, sequencing, and a clear introduction and
conclusion. It should show that these writers can engage the audience they are expected to address through rich and compelling
language, precise word choice, and variety in sentence structure. Writing by twelfth-grade students performing at the Advanced  level
should contain few errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and sentence structure. These writers should demonstrate
a sophisticated command of these elements and may use them for stylistic effect in their work.

Grade 12
Achievement Levels

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2001). National Assessment of Educational Progress Achievement Levels, 1992–1998 for Writing. S.C. Loomis and M.L. Bourque (Eds.).
Washington, DC: Author.
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2Average Writing Scale Score
and Achievement Level Results
for the Nation and States
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Figure 2.1  Average writing scale scores, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002
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* Significantly different from 2002.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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National Writing Achievement
Level Results
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Figure 2.2  Writing scale score percentiles, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

* Significantly different from 2002.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Figure 2.3  Percentage of students at or above Basic and Proficient in writing, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

* Significantly different from 2002.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Writing Results for States and
Other Jurisdictions
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Table 2.1  Percentage of students, by writing achievement level, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Percentages within each writing achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.

Grade 4

1998 16 * 61 * 22 * 1 * 84 * 23 *

2002 14 58 26 2 86 28

Grade 8

1998 16 58 * 25 * 1 * 84 27 *
2002 15 54 29 2 85 31

Grade 12

1998 22 * 57 * 21 1 * 78 * 22
2002 26 51 22 2 74 24
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Writing Scale Score Results
by State/Jurisdiction
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Table 2.2  Average writing scale scores, grade 4 public schools: By state, 2002

2002

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

Nation (Public) 153
Alabama 140

Arizona 140
Arkansas 145
California ‡ 146

Connecticut 174
Delaware 163

Florida 158
Georgia 149
Hawaii 149
Idaho 150

Indiana 154
Iowa ‡ 155

Kansas ‡ 149
Kentucky 154
Louisiana 142

Maine 158
Maryland 157

Massachusetts 170
Michigan 147

Minnesota ‡ 156
Mississippi 141

Missouri 151
Montana ‡ 149
Nebraska 154

Nevada 145
New Mexico 142

New York ‡ 163
North Carolina 159
North Dakota ‡ 150

Ohio 157
Oklahoma 142

Oregon 149
Pennsylvania 156
Rhode Island 157

South Carolina 145
Tennessee ‡ 149

Texas 154
Utah 145

Vermont 158
Virginia 157

Washington ‡ 158
West Virginia 147

Wyoming 150
Other Jurisdictions

District of Columbia 135
DDESS 1 156

DoDDS 2 159
Guam 131

Virgin Islands 125

Grade 4
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Table 2.3  Average writing scale scores, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

1998 2002
Nation (Public) 1 148 * 152

Alabama 144 142
Arizona 143 141

Arkansas 137 *,** 142
California ‡ 141 144
Colorado 151 —

Connecticut 165 164
Delaware 144 *,** 159

Florida 142 *,** 154
Georgia 146 147
Hawaii 135 138
Idaho — 151

Indiana — 150
Kansas ‡ — 155

Kentucky 146 149
Louisiana 136 *,** 142

Maine 155 157
Maryland 147 *,** 157

Massachusetts 155 *,** 163
Michigan — 147

Minnesota ‡ 148 —
Mississippi 134 *,** 141

Missouri 142 *,** 151
Montana ‡ 150 152
Nebraska — 156

Nevada 140 137
New Mexico 141 140

New York ‡ 146 *,** 151
North Carolina 150 *,** 157
North Dakota ‡ — 147

Ohio — 160
Oklahoma 152 150

Oregon ‡ 149 * 155
Pennsylvania — 154
Rhode Island 148 *,** 151

South Carolina 140 *,** 146
Tennessee ‡ 148 148

Texas 154 152
Utah 143 143

Vermont — 163
Virginia 153 157

Washington ‡ 148 *,** 155
West Virginia 144 144

Wisconsin ‡ 153 —
Wyoming 146 *,** 151

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — 95

District of Columbia 126 128
DDESS 2 160 164

DoDDS 3 156 *,** 161
Guam — 130

Virgin Islands 124 128

Grade 8

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1 National results for the 1998 assessment are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Figure 2.4  Comparison of state and national public school average writing scale scores, grade 4: 2002

1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Jurisdiction had higher average scale score than nation.
Jurisdiction was not found to be significantly different from nation in average scale score.
Jurisdiction had lower average scale score than nation.
Jurisdiction did not meet minimum participation rate guidelines.
Jurisdiction did not participate in the NAEP 2002 Writing State Assessment.
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Figure 2.5  Comparison of state and national public school average writing scale scores, grade 8: 2002

Grade 8

1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Grade 4

Figure 2.6  Cross-state comparison of average writing scale scores, grade 4 public schools: 2002

Instructions: Read down the column directly under a jurisdiction name listed in the heading at the top of the chart. Match the
shading intensity surrounding a jurisdiction’s abbreviation to the key below to determine whether the average writing scale score
of this jurisdiction was found to be higher than, not significantly different from, or lower than the jurisdiction in the column heading. For
example, note  the column under North Carolina: North Carolina’s score was lower than Connecticut, Massachusetts, and
Delaware, about the same as all the states from New York through Iowa, and higher than the remaining states down the column.
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‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.

NOTE: The between-jurisdiction comparisons take into account sampling and measurement error and that
each jurisdiction is being compared with every other jurisdiction. Significance is determined by an
application of a multiple-comparison procedure (see appendix A).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education
Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

Jurisdiction had higher average scale score than the
jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.

No significant difference detected from the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.

Jurisdiction had lower average scale score than the jurisdiction
listed at the top of the figure.
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Grade 8

Figure 2.7  Cross-state comparison of average writing scale scores, grade 8 public schools: 2002
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‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).

NOTE: The between-jurisdiction comparisons take into account sampling and measurement error and that
each jurisdiction is being compared with every other jurisdiction. Significance is determined by an
application of a multiple-comparison procedure (see appendix A).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education
Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

Jurisdiction had higher average scale score than the
jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.

No significant difference detected from the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.

Jurisdiction had lower average scale score than the jurisdiction
listed at the top of the figure.

Instructions: Read down the column directly under a jurisdiction name listed in the heading at the top of the chart. Match the
shading intensity surrounding a jurisdiction’s abbreviation to the key below to determine whether the average writing scale score
of this jurisdiction was found to be higher than, not significantly different from, or lower than the jurisdiction in the column heading.
For example, note  the column under Virginia: Virginia’s score was lower than Connecticut, Department of Defense Domestic
Schools, Massachusetts, Vermont, and Department of Defense Overseas Schools, about the same as all the states from Ohio
through Florida, and higher than the remaining states down the column.
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Writing Achievement Level
Results by State/Jurisdiction
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Grade 4

Figure 2.8  Percentage of students within each writing achievement level range, grade 4 public schools: By state, 2002

The bars below contain percentages of students in each NAEP writing achievement level range. Each population of
students is aligned at the point where the Proficient category begins, so that they may be compared at Proficient and above.
States are listed alphabetically within three groups: the percentage at or above Proficient was higher than, not found to be
significantly different from, or lower than the nation.

# Percentage rounds to zero.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
2Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
NOTE: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Grade 8

Figure 2.9  Percentage of students within each writing achievement level range, grade 8 public schools: By state, 2002

The bars below contain percentages of students in each NAEP writing achievement level range. Each population of
students is aligned at the point where the Proficient category begins, so that they may be compared at Proficient and above.
States are listed alphabetically within three groups: the percentage at or above Proficient was higher than, not found to be
significantly different from, or lower than the nation.

# Percentage rounds to zero.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 2.4  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, grade 4 public schools: By state, 2002

2002Grade 4
Nation (Public) 27

Alabama 15
Arizona 15

Arkansas 19
California ‡ 23

Connecticut 49
Delaware 35

Florida 33
Georgia 23
Hawaii 22
Idaho 22

Indiana 26
Iowa ‡ 27

Kansas ‡ 21
Kentucky 27
Louisiana 14

Maine 32
Maryland 30

Massachusetts 44
Michigan 19

Minnesota ‡ 29
Mississippi 13

Missouri 22
Montana ‡ 22
Nebraska 27

Nevada 18
New Mexico 18

New York ‡ 37
North Carolina 32
North Dakota ‡ 20

Ohio 28
Oklahoma 16

Oregon 22
Pennsylvania 29
Rhode Island 30

South Carolina 17
Tennessee ‡ 23

Texas 29
Utah 20

Vermont 32
Virginia 29

Washington ‡ 30
West Virginia 19

Wyoming 23
Other Jurisdictions

District of Columbia 11
DDESS 1 25

DoDDS 2 30
Guam 9

Virgin Islands 4

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 2.5  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

1998 2002Grade 8

Nation (Public) 1 24 * 30
Alabama 17 20

Arizona 21 20
Arkansas 13 *,** 19
California ‡ 20 23
Colorado 27 —

Connecticut 44 45
Delaware 22 *,** 35

Florida 19 *,** 32
Georgia 23 25
Hawaii 15 * 18
Idaho — 29

Indiana — 26
Kansas ‡ — 32

Kentucky 21 25
Louisiana 12 *,** 18

Maine 32 36
Maryland 23 *,** 35

Massachusetts 31 *,** 42
Michigan — 24

Minnesota ‡ 25 —
Mississippi 11 13

Missouri 17 *,** 27
Montana ‡ 25 29
Nebraska — 32

Nevada 17 16
New Mexico 18 18

New York ‡ 21 *,** 30
North Carolina 27 *,** 34
North Dakota ‡ — 24

Ohio — 38
Oklahoma 25 27

Oregon ‡ 27 *,** 33
Pennsylvania — 32
Rhode Island 25 *,** 29

South Carolina 15 *,** 20
Tennessee ‡ 24 24

Texas 31 31
Utah 21 23

Vermont — 41
Virginia 27 * 32

Washington ‡ 25 *,** 34
West Virginia 18 21

Wisconsin ‡ 28 —
Wyoming 23 * 28

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — 3

District of Columbia 11 10
DDESS 2 38 42

DoDDS 3 31 *,** 37
Guam — 13

Virgin Islands 9 * 3

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1National results for the 1998 assessment are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Cross-State/Jurisdiction
Writing Achievement Level
Comparisons
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Grade 4

Figure 2.10  Cross-state comparison of percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, grade 4 public schools: 2002
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‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.

NOTE: The between-jurisdiction comparisons take into account sampling and measurement error and that
each jurisdiction is being compared with every other jurisdiction. Significance is determined by an
application of a multiple-comparison procedure (see appendix A).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education
Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

Jurisdiction had higher percentage than the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.

No significant difference detected from the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.

Jurisdiction had lower percentage than the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.

Instructions: Read down the column directly under a jurisdiction name listed in the heading at the top of the chart. Match the
shading intensity surrounding a jurisdiction’s abbreviation with the key below to determine whether the percentage of students at
or above Proficient in this jurisdiction was found to be higher than, not significantly different from, or lower than the jurisdiction in
the column heading. For example, in the column under Vermont, the percentage of students at or above Proficient in Vermont was
lower than Connecticut and Massachusetts, about the same as all the states from New York through Iowa, and higher than the
remaining states down the column.
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Grade 8

Figure 2.11  Cross-state comparison of percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, grade 8 public schools: 2002

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).

NOTE: The between-jurisdiction comparisons take into account sampling and measurement error and that
each jurisdiction is being compared with every other jurisdiction. Significance is determined by an
application of a multiple-comparison procedure (see appendix A).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education
Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

Jurisdiction had higher percentage than the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.

No significant difference detected from the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.

Jurisdiction had lower percentage than the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.
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Instructions: Read down the column directly under a jurisdiction name listed in the heading at the top of the chart. Match the
shading intensity surrounding a jurisdiction’s abbreviation with the key below to determine whether the percentage of students at
or above Proficient in this jurisdiction was found to be higher than, not significantly different from, or lower than the jurisdiction in
the column heading. For example, in the column under Delaware, the percentage of students at or above Proficient in Delaware
was lower than Connecticut, Department of Defense Domestic Schools, Massachusetts,  and Vermont, about the same as all the
states from Ohio through Texas, and higher than the remaining states down the column.
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3Subgroup Results
for the Nation and States
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Figure 3.1  Average writing scale scores, by gender, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002
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* Significantly different from 2002.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Figure 3.2  Gaps in average writing scale scores, by gender, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002
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NOTE: Score gaps are calculated based on differences between unrounded average scale scores.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.1  Percentage of students, by writing achievement level and gender, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

Grade 4

Male 1998 21 * 63 16 * 1 * 79 * 16 *
2002 19 61 19 1 81 20

Female 1998 11 * 59 * 28 * 2 * 89 * 30 *
2002 9 55 33 3 91 36

Grade 8

Male 1998 22 61 * 17 * # * 78 17 *
2002 21 58 20 1 79 21

Female 1998 9 55 * 34 * 2 * 91 36 *
2002 9 50 38 3 91 42

Grade 12

Male 1998 30 * 56 * 14 # 70 * 14
2002 37 49 13 1 63 14

Female 1998 14 58 * 27 1 * 86 29 *
2002 15 52 30 3 85 33

# Percentage rounds to zero.
* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Percentages within each writing achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.2  Average writing scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

Grades 4, 8, and 12
1998 2002

Grade 4

White 156 * 161

Black 130 * 140

Hispanic 134 * 141

Asian/Pacific Islander 159 167

American Indian/Alaska Native 130 139

Other 154 156

Grade 8

White 157 * 161

Black 131 * 135

Hispanic 131 * 137

Asian/Pacific Islander 154 161

American Indian/Alaska Native 130 137

Other 151 154

Grade 12

White 155 154

Black 134 130

Hispanic 136 136

Asian/Pacific Islander 150 151

American Indian/Alaska Native 129 ***

Other 159 141

* Significantly different from 2002.
*** Quality control activities and special analysis raised concerns about the accuracy and precision of grade 12 American Indian/Alaska Native data in 2002. As a result, they are omitted from this report.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Italicized scale score values indicate that two or more groups had the same average scale score when rounded:
Grade 4, 1998: Black and American Indian/Alaska Native students (the 1998 score was significantly different from 2002 only for Black students); Grade 8, 1998: Black and Hispanic students (the 1998 scores were
significantly different from 2002 for both Black and Hispanic students); Grade 8, 2002: White and Asian/Pacific Islander students, and Hispanic and American Indian/Alaska Native students.
Quality control activities and special analysis raised concerns about the accuracy and precision of grade 12 American Indian/Alaska Native data in 2002. As a result, they are omitted from this report.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.

'98 '02

300

190

180

170

160

150

140

130

120

0

Grade 4

'98 '02

300

190

180

170

160

150

140

130

120

0

Grade 8

'98 '02

300

190

180

170

160

150

140

130

120

0

Grade 12

White Asian/Pacific Islander
American Indian/Alaska NativeBlack

Hispanic Other

159

140
139

167
161
156

141

135

154

130

157*
154
151

156*
154

134*
129

159

136
134

150
155

136
130

154
151

141

Figure 3.3  Average writing scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002
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Table 3.3  Percentage of students, by writing achievement level and race/ethnicity, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

Grade 4

White 1998 11 * 61 * 26 * 2 * 89 * 28 *
2002 10 57 31 3 90 34

Black 1998 32 * 61 7 * # 68 * 8 *
2002 23 63 13 1 77 14

Hispanic 1998 29 61 10 * # * 71 10 *
2002 23 60 16 1 77 17

Asian/Pacific Islander 1998 9 60 28 * 3 91 31 *
2002 7 52 37 4 93 41

American Indian/Alaska Native 1998 32 60 8 0 68 8
2002 25 61 13 1 75 15

Other 1998 12 64 24 # 88 24
2002 13 58 26 3 87 29

Grade 8

White 1998 11 57 * 31 * 1 * 89 33 *
2002 10 52 35 3 90 38

Black 1998 29 63 8 * # 71 8 *
2002 26 61 13 # 74 13

Hispanic 1998 30 60 10 * # 70 10 *
2002 27 57 16 1 73 16

Asian/Pacific Islander 1998 15 54 30 2 85 32
2002 12 48 37 4 88 40

American Indian/Alaska Native 1998 32 57 11 # 68 11
2002 27 57 15 1 73 16

Other 1998 14 57 28 1 86 29
2002 15 54 30 2 85 31

Grade 12

White 1998 17 * 57 * 25 1 * 83 * 26
2002 21 51 25 2 79 28

Black 1998 36 56 * 8 # 64 8
2002 41 50 8 # 59 9

Hispanic 1998 34 56 10 # 66 10
2002 36 51 12 1 64 13

Asian/Pacific Islander 1998 24 53 21 1 76 23
2002 24 50 23 3 76 25

American Indian/Alaska Native 1998 42 47 10 # 58 11
2002 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Other 1998 18 47 34 1 82 35
2002 33 45 19 3 67 22

# Percentage rounds to zero.
* Significantly different from 2002.
*** Quality control activities and special analysis raised concerns about the accuracy and precision of grade 12 American Indian/Alaska Native data. As a result, they are omitted from this report.
NOTE: Percentages within each writing achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Student Eligibility for Free/
Reduced-Price School Lunch
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Table 3.4  Average writing scale scores, by student eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch, grades 4, 8, and 12:
1998 and 2002

Grades 4, 8, and 12
1998 2002

Grade 4

Eligible 134 * 141

Not eligible 158 * 163

Information not available 157 161

Grade 8

Eligible 132 * 136

Not eligible 157 * 162

Information not available 157 161

Grade 12

Eligible 133 132

Not eligible 152 152

Information not available 155 156

* Significantly different from 2002.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Figure 3.5  Average writing scale scores, by student eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch, grades 4, 8, and 12:
1998 and 2002

* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Italicized scale score values indicate that two or more groups had the same rounded average score. The average scale scores, when rounded, were the same in 1998 for grade 8 students who were “not eligible” and
for whom information was “not available” (the 1998 score was only significantly different from 2002 for the students who were “not eligible”).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.5  Percentage of students, by writing achievement level and eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch,
grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

Grade 4

Eligible 1998 28 * 63 9 * # * 72 * 9 *
2002 22 62 15 1 78 15

Not eligible 1998 10 * 60 * 28 * 2 * 90 * 30 *
2002 8 56 33 3 92 36

Information not available 1998 12 59 28 2 88 30
2002 10 56 32 3 90 34

Grade 8

Eligible 1998 29 61 * 10 * # * 71 10 *
2002 26 58 15 1 74 16

Not eligible 1998 10 57 * 31 * 1 * 90 33 *
2002 9 52 36 3 91 39

Information not available 1998 12 54 32 2 88 34
2002 11 51 35 4 89 39

Grade 12

Eligible 1998 36 56 * 8 # 64 8
2002 40 50 10 1 60 11

Not eligible 1998 19 * 57 * 23 1 * 81 * 23
2002 23 51 24 2 77 26

Information not available 1998 18 57 * 24 1 * 82 26
2002 19 52 27 2 81 29

# Percentage rounds to zero.
* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Percentages within each writing achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.6  Average writing scale scores, by student eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch and race/ethnicity,
grades 4, 8, and 12: 2002

Information
Eligible Not eligible not available

Grade 4

White 147 165 166
Black 136 150 145

Hispanic 137 155 147
Asian/Pacific Islander 155 173 172

American Indian/Alaska Native 132 151 143

Grade 8

White 144 164 168
Black 129 145 142

Hispanic 131 149 143
Asian/Pacific Islander 144 170 166

American Indian/Alaska Native 127 151 135

Grade 12

White 139 154 159
Black 123 134 137

Hispanic 130 139 144
Asian/Pacific Islander 134 155 161

American Indian/Alaska Native *** *** ***

*** Quality control activities and special analysis raised concerns about the accuracy and precision of grade 12 American Indian/Alaska Native data. As a result, they are omitted from this report.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

Table 3.7  Average writing scale scores, by school participation in Title I, grades 4, 8, and 12: 2002

2002

Grade 4

Participated 139

Did not participate 161

Grade 8

Participated 135

Did not participate 158

Grade 12

Participated 132

Did not participate 150
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Parents’ Highest Level
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Table 3.8 Percentage of students, by writing achievement level and school participation in Title I, grades 4, 8,
and 12: 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

Grade 4

Participated 24 62 13 1 76 14

Did not participate 9 56 32 3 91 35

Grade 8

Participated 28 58 14 1 72 14

Did not participate 12 53 33 3 88 35

Grade 12

Participated 40 50 10 1 60 10

Did not participate 24 51 23 2 76 25

NOTE: Percentages within each writing achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 3.9  Average writing scale scores, by student-reported parents’ highest level of education, grades 8 and 12: 2002

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

2002

Grade 8

Less than high school 136

Graduated high school 144

Some education after high school 156

Graduated college 165

Unknown 132

Grade 12

Less than high school 129

Graduated high school 139

Some education after high school 149

Graduated college 158

Unknown 114

Table 3.10  Percentage of students, by writing achievement level and student-reported parents’ highest level of
education, grades 8 and 12: 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

Grade 8

Less than high school 26 59 14 # 74 14

Graduated high school 19 61 20 1 81 20

Some education after high school 11 57 30 1 89 31

Graduated college 9 48 39 4 91 43

Unknown 30 58 12 # 70 12

Grade 12

Less than high school 43 49 8 # 57 8

Graduated high school 32 53 14 1 68 14

Some education after high school 23 55 21 1 77 22

Graduated college 18 50 29 3 82 32

Unknown 59 36 4 # 41 4

# Percentage rounds to zero.
NOTE: Percentages within each writing achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Type of School
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Table 3.11  Average writing scale scores, by type of school, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

Grades 4, 8, and 12
1998 2002

Grade 4

Public 148 * 153

Nonpublic 164 166

Nonpublic: Catholic 163 166

Nonpublic: Other 165 167

Grade 8

Public 148 * 152

Nonpublic 167 170

Nonpublic: Catholic 169 172

Nonpublic: Other 166 168

Grade 12

Public 148 146

Nonpublic 165 168

Nonpublic: Catholic 167 ***

Nonpublic: Other 159 ***

* Significantly different from 2002.
*** Participation rates for Catholic and Other nonpublic school students at grade 12 did not meet the minimum criterion for reporting in 2002.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Figure 3.6  Average writing scale scores, by type of school, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002
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* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Italicized scale score values indicate that two or more groups had the same rounded average score. The average scale scores, when rounded, were the same for nonpublic- and Catholic-school students
at grade 4 in 2002.
Participation rates for Catholic and Other nonpublic school students at grade 12 did not meet the minimum criterion for reporting in 2002.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.12  Percentage of students, by writing achievement level and type of school, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998 and 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

Grade 4

Public 1998 17 * 61 * 20 * 1 * 83 * 22 *
2002 15 59 25 2 85 27

Nonpublic 1998 7 58 33 2 93 35
2002 6 56 36 3 94 39

Nonpublic: Catholic 1998 6 60 33 2 94 34
2002 5 57 35 2 95 38

Nonpublic: Other 1998 7 55 35 3 93 38
2002 6 54 37 3 94 40

Grade 8

Public 1998 17 59 * 23 * 1 * 83 24 *
2002 16 54 28 2 84 30

Nonpublic 1998 4 52 * 41 3 * 96 44
2002 5 48 43 4 95 47

Nonpublic: Catholic 1998 3 51 43 2 97 46
2002 3 48 45 4 97 49

 Nonpublic: Other 1998 5 53 39 3 95 42
2002 6 48 41 4 94 45

Grade 12

Public 1998 23 * 57 * 19 1 * 77 * 20
2002 27 51 20 2 73 22

Nonpublic 1998 10 55 33 2 * 90 35
2002 11 50 36 4 89 40

Nonpublic: Catholic 1998 9 54 35 2 91 37
2002 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Nonpublic: Other 1998 14 56 29 2 86 30
2002 *** *** *** *** *** ***

* Significantly different from 2002.
*** Participation rates for Catholic and Other nonpublic school students at grade 12 did not meet the minimum criterion for reporting.
NOTE: Percentages within each writing achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.13  Average writing scale scores, by student-reported parents’ highest level of education and type of school,
grades 8 and 12: 2002

Less than Graduated Some education Graduated
high school high school after high school college Unknown

Grade 8

Public 135 144 155 163 131

Nonpublic 154 157 166 176 152

Grade 12

Public 128 137 148 156 113

Nonpublic 144 157 164 173 ***

*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Type of School Location
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Table 3.14  Average writing scale scores, by type of location, grades 4, 8, and 12: 2002

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

2002

Grade 4
Central city 150

Urban fringe/large town 159

Rural/small town 152

Grade 8

Central city 147

Urban fringe/large town 158

Rural/small town 153

Grade 12

Central city 148

Urban fringe/large town 153

Rural/small town 143
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Performance of Selected
Subgroups by State
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Table 3.15  Percentage of students, by writing achievement level and type of location, grades 4, 8, and 12: 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

NOTE: Percentages within each writing achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.

Grade 4

Central city 17 60 22 2 83 23

Urban fringe/large town 12 55 30 3 88 33

Rural/small town 14 62 23 1 86 24

Grade 8

Central city 20 54 24 2 80 26

Urban fringe/large town 12 51 34 3 88 37

Rural/small town 14 56 28 2 86 29

Grade 12

Central city 26 51 21 2 74 23

Urban fringe/large town 22 51 25 2 78 27

Rural/small town 29 51 19 1 71 20
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Table 3.16  Average writing scale scores, by gender, grade 4 public schools: By state, 2002

Male FemaleGrade 4

Nation (Public) 144 162
Alabama 130 151

Arizona 132 148
Arkansas 136 154
California ‡ 136 157

Connecticut 166 184
Delaware 154 172

Florida 149 168
Georgia 141 158
Hawaii 141 158
Idaho 142 159

Indiana 144 163
Iowa ‡ 144 166

Kansas ‡ 141 156
Kentucky 144 165
Louisiana 137 147

Maine 147 169
Maryland 148 165

Massachusetts 162 178
Michigan 138 156

Minnesota ‡ 147 165
Mississippi 134 149

Missouri 141 160
Montana ‡ 141 157
Nebraska 144 164

Nevada 135 155
New Mexico 134 151

New York ‡ 156 170
North Carolina 151 167
North Dakota ‡ 142 158

Ohio 150 164
Oklahoma 135 150

Oregon 139 158
Pennsylvania 148 164
Rhode Island 150 166

South Carolina 136 154
Tennessee ‡ 140 158

Texas 145 163
Utah 135 156

Vermont 147 169
Virginia 149 165

Washington ‡ 151 166
West Virginia 137 156

Wyoming 142 159

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 127 143

DDESS 1 148 163
DoDDS 2 150 168
Guam 123 141

Virgin Islands 119 130

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 3.17  Average writing scale scores, by gender, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Male Female

1998 2002 1998 2002

Grade 8

Nation (Public) 1 138 * 141 158 * 162
Alabama 134 130 153 153

Arizona 134 130 153 153
Arkansas 125 *,** 132 148 * 153
California ‡ 133 137 148 152
Colorado 141 — 161 —

Connecticut 156 155 175 174
Delaware 134 *,** 150 156 *,** 168

Florida 130 *,** 141 152 *,** 166
Georgia 138 137 156 158
Hawaii 124 126 148 150
Idaho — 138 — 165

Indiana — 138 — 162
Kansas ‡ — 144 — 166

Kentucky 135 138 157 161
Louisiana 126 *,** 133 144 *,** 152

Maine 142 144 168 170
Maryland 136 *,** 147 157 *,** 166

Massachusetts 144 *,** 155 166 *,** 173
Michigan — 137 — 158

Minnesota ‡ 134 — 162 —
Mississippi 125 *,** 132 143 *,** 150

Missouri 130 *,** 140 153 *,** 161
Montana ‡ 138 137 162 168
Nebraska — 145 — 167

Nevada 130 * 125 149 151
New Mexico 131 130 153 152

New York ‡ 139 142 154 *,** 162
North Carolina 140 *,** 146 161 *,** 167
North Dakota ‡ — 133 — 161

Ohio — 150 — 170
Oklahoma 142 139 162 160

Oregon ‡ 138 144 161 167
Pennsylvania — 144 — 165
Rhode Island 139 *,** 143 157 160

South Carolina 130 *,** 137 150 *,** 155
Tennessee ‡ 138 137 157 159

Texas 144 141 165 162
Utah 130 131 155 155

Vermont — 151 — 175
Virginia 144 146 164 167

Washington ‡ 136 *,** 146 159 *,** 165
West Virginia 133 132 155 157

Wisconsin ‡ 141 — 166 —
Wyoming 133 *,** 140 160 164

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — 85 — 104

District of Columbia 115 120 136 136
DDESS 2 152 153 168 174

DoDDS 3 147 * 150 165 *,** 173
Guam — 121 — 140

Virgin Islands 114 124 131 133

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1 National results for the 1998 assessment are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.18  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, by gender, grade 4 public schools: By state, 2002

Grade 4 Male Female

Nation (Public) 18 35
Alabama 8 23

Arizona 9 22
Arkansas 10 27
California ‡ 14 32

Connecticut 39 60
Delaware 25 46

Florida 23 43
Georgia 16 30
Hawaii 15 29
Idaho 14 32

Indiana 16 35
Iowa ‡ 14 40

Kansas ‡ 14 28
Kentucky 17 37
Louisiana 11 17

Maine 20 44
Maryland 21 38

Massachusetts 34 54
Michigan 11 28

Minnesota ‡ 18 39
Mississippi 8 18

Missouri 12 31
Montana ‡ 13 30
Nebraska 16 38

Nevada 10 25
New Mexico 11 24

New York ‡ 30 44
North Carolina 25 40
North Dakota ‡ 11 28

Ohio 20 35
Oklahoma 11 22

Oregon 15 30
Pennsylvania 20 37
Rhode Island 22 39

South Carolina 10 25
Tennessee ‡ 14 31

Texas 21 37
Utah 11 29

Vermont 21 42
Virginia 22 37

Washington ‡ 22 39
West Virginia 10 28

Wyoming 15 31

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 7 15

DDESS 1 16 34
DoDDS 2 20 41
Guam 5 14

Virgin Islands 2 7

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 3.19  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, by gender, grade 8 public schools:
By state, 1998 and 2002

Grade 8 Male Female

1998 2002 1998 2002

Nation (Public) 1 15 * 20 34 * 40
Alabama 9 11 25 28

Arizona 13 11 29 30
Arkansas 6 *,** 11 21 * 28
California ‡ 15 17 25 30
Colorado 16 — 38 —

Connecticut 33 35 55 55
Delaware 13 *,** 25 32 *,** 45

Florida 11 *,** 20 28 *,** 45
Georgia 15 15 31 34
Hawaii 7 10 23 27
Idaho — 15 — 43

Indiana — 15 — 38
Kansas ‡ — 19 — 45

Kentucky 11 15 30 35
Louisiana 5 *,** 11 17 *,** 26

Maine 20 22 44 49
Maryland 13 *,** 25 33 *,** 43

Massachusetts 20 *,** 32 44 *,** 53
Michigan — 15 — 35

Minnesota ‡ 11 — 39 —
Mississippi 6 6 16 20

Missouri 9 *,** 16 27 *,** 38
Montana ‡ 14 14 37 * 46
Nebraska — 20 — 44

Nevada 10 8 24 25
New Mexico 10 10 27 28

New York ‡ 13 *,** 20 28 *,** 40
North Carolina 18 * 24 37 *,** 45
North Dakota ‡ — 11 — 38

Ohio — 26 — 49
Oklahoma 14 17 36 37

Oregon ‡ 15 *,** 23 38 45
Pennsylvania — 22 — 42
Rhode Island 17 21 34 38

South Carolina 7 *,** 11 24 * 29
Tennessee ‡ 15 14 32 35

Texas 19 21 43 41
Utah 12 13 31 34

Vermont — 28 — 55
Virginia 17 22 39 43

Washington ‡ 15 *,** 24 34 *,** 45
West Virginia 10 11 27 31

Wisconsin ‡ 14 — 43 —
Wyoming 12 16 35 40

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — 2 — 5

District of Columbia 5 6 17 14
DDESS 2 31 28 45 54

DoDDS 3 21 23 41 *,** 51
Guam — 8 — 18

Virgin Islands 5 2 11 5

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1 National results for the 1998 assessment are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.20  Average writing scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grade 4 public schools: By state, 2002

Asian/ American Indian/
White Black Hispanic Pacific Islander Alaska Native Other

Grade 4

Nation (Public) 159 139 140 166 138 153
Alabama 146 130 *** *** *** ***

Arizona 149 143 129 *** 121 ***
Arkansas 151 130 139 *** *** ***
California ‡ 158 138 135 164 *** ***

Connecticut 182 149 154 179 *** ***
Delaware 171 150 148 181 *** ***

Florida 165 144 154 *** *** ***
Georgia 157 138 136 171 *** ***
Hawaii 152 147 145 148 *** 151
Idaho 152 *** 138 *** *** ***

Indiana 157 138 144 *** *** ***
Iowa ‡ 156 146 139 *** *** ***

Kansas ‡ 152 134 137 *** *** ***
Kentucky 156 143 *** *** *** ***
Louisiana 151 133 *** *** *** ***

Maine 158 *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 165 144 149 170 *** ***

Massachusetts 175 151 142 168 *** ***
Michigan 152 131 139 *** *** ***

Minnesota ‡ 159 136 129 153 143 ***
Mississippi 151 132 *** *** *** ***

Missouri 153 138 *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ 151 *** *** *** 133 ***
Nebraska 158 139 137 *** *** ***

Nevada 152 133 135 159 133 ***
New Mexico 151 *** 139 *** 126 ***

New York ‡ 172 148 149 176 *** ***
North Carolina 167 147 145 161 *** 161
North Dakota ‡ 152 *** *** *** 137 ***

Ohio 162 140 *** *** *** ***
Oklahoma 148 128 130 *** 137 147

Oregon 151 139 132 165 *** ***
Pennsylvania 161 135 136 *** *** ***
Rhode Island 164 141 136 150 *** ***

South Carolina 153 135 *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ 153 135 139 *** *** ***

Texas 168 142 145 176 *** ***
Utah 148 *** 126 143 *** ***

Vermont 158 *** *** *** *** ***
Virginia 163 140 145 168 *** ***

Washington ‡ 160 145 138 164 *** ***
West Virginia 147 146 *** *** *** ***

Wyoming 151 *** 144 *** 142 ***

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 183 132 137 *** *** ***

DDESS 1 160 151 150 *** *** 154
DoDDS 2 163 150 152 163 *** 159
Guam *** *** *** 131 *** ***

Virgin Islands *** 125 122 *** *** ***

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 3.21  Average writing scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Asian/ American Indian/
White Black Hispanic Pacific Islander Alaska Native Other

1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002

Grade 8

Nation (Public) 1 155 * 159 130 * 134 130 * 135 152 159 130 138 143 150
Alabama 150 150 129 127 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Arizona 153 150 123 137 127 126 *** *** 130 126 *** ***
Arkansas 142 * 147 119 * 125 *** 130 *** *** *** *** *** ***
California ‡ 154 156 134 128 123 *,** 132 157 155 *** *** *** ***
Colorado 157 — 133 — 130 — 159 — *** — *** —

Connecticut 172 175 138 134 137 136 *** 172 *** *** *** ***
Delaware 151 *,** 165 130 *,** 145 132 * 144 *** 182 *** *** *** ***

Florida 150 *,** 163 126 *,** 137 136 * 144 *** 167 *** *** *** ***
Georgia 156 156 132 138 *** 119 *** 152 *** *** *** ***
Hawaii 142 142 *** 139 *** *** 135 137 *** *** 131 136
Idaho — 153 — *** — 130 — *** — *** — ***

Indiana — 153 — 125 — *** — *** — *** — ***
Kansas ‡ — 159 — 135 — 132 — *** — *** — ***

Kentucky 148 150 129 137 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Louisiana 145 *,** 153 122 * 129 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Maine 155 157 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 156 *,** 167 130 *,** 140 138 143 164 172 *** *** *** ***

Massachusetts 160 *,** 171 134 139 122 132 159 167 *** *** *** ***
Michigan — 152 — 130 — *** — *** — *** — ***

Minnesota ‡ 151 — 118 — *** — 131 — *** — *** —
Mississippi 145 149 123 *,** 132 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Missouri 145 *,** 153 124 *,** 139 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ 152 155 *** *** *** *** *** *** 132 129 *** ***
Nebraska — 160 — 131 — 128 — *** — *** — ***

Nevada 145 143 132 128 123 123 144 149 *** *** *** ***
New Mexico 152 152 150 *** 133 134 *** *** 132 131 *** ***

New York ‡ 156 *,** 163 131 134 125 133 148 155 *** *** *** ***
North Carolina 158 *,** 165 134 *,** 141 *** 132 *** *** 141 *** *** ***
North Dakota ‡ — 148 — *** — *** — *** — 125 — ***

Ohio — 165 — 133 — *** — *** — *** — ***
Oklahoma 155 154 134 135 139 135 *** *** 143 144 *** ***

Oregon ‡ 151 * 157 *** *** 133 133 157 162 *** *** *** ***
Pennsylvania — 160 — 124 — 133 — 154 — *** — ***
Rhode Island 152 *,** 158 133 133 120 128 143 *** *** *** *** ***

South Carolina 149 *,** 155 126 *,** 135 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ 153 152 130 132 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Texas 163 168 146 140 143 137 159 156 *** *** *** ***
Utah 145 146 *** *** 118 119 136 139 *** *** *** ***

Vermont — 163 — *** — *** — *** — *** — ***
Virginia 158 162 140 140 151 146 162 171 *** *** *** ***

Washington ‡ 151 * 158 131 142 118 *,** 137 150 156 *** *** *** ***
West Virginia 144 145 142 136 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ 155 — 140 — 138 — *** — *** — *** —
Wyoming 147 *,** 153 *** *** 136 138 *** *** 120 134 *** ***

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — *** — *** — *** — 94 — *** — ***

District of Columbia 170 *** 124 126 128 130 *** *** *** *** *** ***
DDESS 2 167 171 151 154 153 160 *** *** *** *** *** 168

DoDDS 3 160 * 166 147 149 154 155 153 161 *** *** 155 *,** 163
Guam — *** — *** — *** — 130 — *** — ***

Virgin Islands *** *** 124 128 119 128 *** *** *** *** *** ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results for the 1998 assessment are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Table 3.22 Percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, by race/ethnicity, grade 4 public schools:
By state, 2002

Grade 4 Asian/ American Indian/
White Black Hispanic Pacific Islander Alaska Native Other

Nation (Public) 32 14 17 40 15 26
Alabama 20 7 *** *** *** ***

Arizona 21 15 8 *** 4 ***
Arkansas 23 9 11 *** *** ***
California ‡ 32 14 14 38 *** ***

Connecticut 58 22 26 55 *** ***
Delaware 44 21 20 56 *** ***

Florida 39 20 30 *** *** ***
Georgia 30 13 13 42 *** ***
Hawaii 24 21 18 22 *** 23
Idaho 24 *** 10 *** *** ***

Indiana 28 12 17 *** *** ***
Iowa ‡ 28 21 13 *** *** ***

Kansas ‡ 24 9 11 *** *** ***
Kentucky 29 16 *** *** *** ***
Louisiana 21 7 *** *** *** ***

Maine 32 *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 39 17 20 44 *** ***

Massachusetts 50 21 14 43 *** ***
Michigan 23 8 11 *** *** ***

Minnesota ‡ 31 12 8 25 20 ***
Mississippi 20 6 *** *** *** ***

Missouri 24 11 *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ 24 *** *** *** 8 ***
Nebraska 30 16 10 *** *** ***

Nevada 22 9 10 32 11 ***
New Mexico 25 *** 15 *** 6 ***

New York ‡ 47 21 23 52 *** ***
North Carolina 40 20 20 40 *** 29
North Dakota ‡ 21 *** *** *** 10 ***

Ohio 33 11 *** *** *** ***
Oklahoma 20 9 7 *** 11 14

Oregon 24 14 9 39 *** ***
Pennsylvania 33 9 9 *** *** ***
Rhode Island 37 13 9 22 *** ***

South Carolina 23 9 *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ 26 12 14 *** *** ***

Texas 42 17 20 49 *** ***
Utah 21 *** 6 15 *** ***

Vermont 32 *** *** *** *** ***
Virginia 36 12 18 42 *** ***

Washington ‡ 33 19 12 32 *** ***
West Virginia 19 18 *** *** *** ***

Wyoming 24 *** 16 *** 19 ***

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 64 8 10 *** *** ***

DDESS 1 30 18 20 *** *** 26
DoDDS 2 34 20 24 34 *** 31
Guam *** *** *** 9 *** ***

Virgin Islands *** 5 3 *** *** ***

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 3.23 Percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, by race/ethnicity, grade 8 public schools:
By state, 1998 and 2002

Grade 8 Asian/ American Indian/
White Black Hispanic Pacific Islander Alaska Native Other

1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002
Nation (Public) 1 31 * 37 7 * 13 9 * 15 30 39 11 17 20 28

Alabama 22 26 6 9 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Arizona 28 27 6 13 7 9 *** *** 12 8 *** ***

Arkansas 16 * 22 4 8 *** 12 *** *** *** *** *** ***
California ‡ 30 34 11 10 7 13 35 36 *** *** *** ***
Colorado 32 — 10 — 9 — 34 — *** — *** —

Connecticut 52 55 14 15 13 17 *** 55 *** *** *** ***
Delaware 28 *,** 43 9 *,** 18 12 20 *** 63 *** *** *** ***

Florida 26 *,** 41 7 *,** 17 15 * 26 *** 47 *** *** *** ***
Georgia 31 33 9 14 *** 7 *** 27 *** *** *** ***
Hawaii 20 21 *** 17 *** *** 15 18 *** *** 11 18
Idaho — 30 — *** — 11 — *** — *** — ***

Indiana — 29 — 7 — *** — *** — *** — ***
Kansas ‡ — 36 — 13 — 13 — *** — *** — ***

Kentucky 22 26 8 12 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Louisiana 17 *,** 26 4 *,** 8 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Maine 32 36 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 31 *,** 45 7 *,** 17 12 24 40 55 *** *** *** ***

Massachusetts 36 *,** 49 9 18 6 10 36 45 *** *** *** ***
Michigan — 29 — 9 — *** — *** — *** — ***

Minnesota ‡ 27 — 8 — *** — 11 — *** — *** —
Mississippi 17 20 4 6 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Missouri 20 *,** 29 4 * 13 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ 26 32 *** *** *** *** *** *** 14 10 *** ***
Nebraska — 35 — 10 — 11 — *** — *** — ***

Nevada 21 19 10 8 7 7 18 28 *** *** *** ***
New Mexico 27 29 29 *** 11 13 *** *** 12 9 *** ***

New York ‡ 29 *,** 41 7 12 5 12 27 34 *** *** *** ***
North Carolina 35 * 43 11 *,** 18 *** 16 *** *** 18 *** *** ***
North Dakota ‡ — 25 — *** — *** — *** — 7 — ***

Ohio — 42 — 14 — *** — *** — *** — ***
Oklahoma 29 31 7 13 13 13 *** *** 16 22 *** ***

Oregon ‡ 28 * 35 *** *** 13 17 35 41 *** *** *** ***
Pennsylvania — 37 — 7 — 9 — 31 — *** — ***
Rhode Island 29 *,** 35 10 10 5 9 19 *** *** *** *** ***

South Carolina 22 *,** 28 5 * 9 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ 28 27 9 12 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Texas 40 47 20 20 20 17 35 30 *** *** *** ***
Utah 23 25 *** *** 5 10 16 17 *** *** *** ***

Vermont — 42 — *** — *** — *** — *** — ***
Virginia 33 39 12 14 21 20 40 46 *** *** *** ***

Washington ‡ 27 *,** 37 11 19 7 16 27 35 *** *** *** ***
West Virginia 18 21 16 13 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ 30 — 16 — 13 — *** — *** — *** —
Wyoming 24 30 *** *** 14 12 *** *** 8 13 *** ***

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — *** — *** — *** — 3 — *** — ***

District of Columbia 53 *** 9 8 10 11 *** *** *** *** *** ***
DDESS 2 47 51 27 27 32 38 *** *** *** *** *** 45

DoDDS 3 37 43 22 25 28 28 30 35 *** *** 29 38
Guam — *** — *** — *** — 13 — *** — ***

Virgin Islands *** *** 8 4 7 2 *** *** *** *** *** ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results for the 1998 assessment are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.
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Student Eligibility for Free/
Reduced-Price School Lunch
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Table 3.24 Average writing scale scores, by student eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch, grade 4 public
schools: By state, 2002

Eligible Not eligible Information not availableGrade 4

Nation (Public) 141 163 155
Alabama 130 152 150

Arizona 129 151 147
Arkansas 137 156 146
California ‡ 134 162 147

Connecticut 154 181 186
Delaware 149 171 173

Florida 149 169 ***
Georgia 138 160 139
Hawaii 139 158 ***
Idaho 140 157 161

Indiana 141 160 167
Iowa ‡ 142 160 ***

Kansas ‡ 137 158 ***
Kentucky 144 165 135
Louisiana 135 156 143

Maine 142 165 167
Maryland 145 164 165

Massachusetts 151 177 174
Michigan 134 157 141

Minnesota ‡ 147 161 153
Mississippi 135 157 141

Missouri 139 158 159
Montana ‡ 139 157 141
Nebraska 143 162 ***

Nevada 136 151 146
New Mexico 136 157 136

New York ‡ 150 172 175
North Carolina 146 172 159
North Dakota ‡ 142 154 ***

Ohio 143 164 158
Oklahoma 136 152 133

Oregon 138 158 146
Pennsylvania 137 166 162
Rhode Island 141 169 151

South Carolina 136 155 158
Tennessee ‡ 139 158 146

Texas 147 164 160
Utah 136 150 142

Vermont 143 163 170
Virginia 140 165 164

Washington ‡ 143 165 160
West Virginia 140 155 144

Wyoming 144 155 153

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 131 150 ***

DDESS 1 151 162 153
DoDDS 2 154 161 159
Guam 125 141 ***

Virgin Islands 125 *** ***

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 3.25 Average writing scale scores, by student eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch, grade 8 public
schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Grade 8 Eligible Not eligible Information not available
1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002

Nation (Public) 1 131 * 136 156 * 161 150 154
Alabama 131 129 153 151 *** 150

Arizona 129 126 152 150 145 144
Arkansas 122 *,** 131 145 *,** 150 138 ***
California 2 ‡ 121 *,** 132 155 158 148 145
Colorado 132 — 158 — 151 —

Connecticut 139 143 172 174 166 172
Delaware 127 *,** 142 152 *,** 167 142 ***

Florida 129 *,** 141 152 *,** 163 141 162
Georgia 130 134 155 156 157 152
Hawaii 123 126 142 *,** 146 144 ***
Idaho — 140 — 156 — 154

Indiana — 138 — 155 — 144
Kansas ‡ — 140 — 160 — 170

Kentucky 133 138 155 158 137 147
Louisiana 127 * 133 146 *,** 155 135 141

Maine 139 141 160 163 165 153
Maryland 127 *,** 139 155 *,** 164 152 ***

Massachusetts 131 *,** 141 162 *,** 173 153 161
Michigan — 137 — 154 — 139

Minnesota ‡ 127 — 154 — 154 —
Mississippi 124 *,** 134 144 *,** 152 141 143

Missouri 127 *,** 137 148 *,** 157 133 150
Montana ‡ 138 135 155 159 146 ***
Nebraska — 141 — 163 — ***

Nevada 124 121 146 144 141 143
New Mexico 130 131 150 153 148 145

New York ‡ 131 134 156 *,** 165 151 *,** 136
North Carolina 132 *,** 142 160 * 166 151 164
North Dakota ‡ — 134 — 151 — ***

Ohio — 144 — 167 — 155
Oklahoma 142 * 137 158 159 150 164

Oregon ‡ 133 135 155 162 148 160
Pennsylvania — 131 — 165 — ***
Rhode Island 131 136 155 *,** 161 *** 139

South Carolina 126 *,** 134 149 *,** 157 147 146
Tennessee ‡ 135 131 154 160 *** 146

Texas 141 137 163 166 150 155
Utah 130 125 146 150 147 141

Vermont — 144 — 168 — ***
Virginia 136 140 159 162 153 166

Washington ‡ 128 *,** 141 154 *,** 161 151 153
West Virginia 132 134 152 153 141 ***

Wisconsin ‡ 141 — 157 — 146 —
Wyoming 136 140 149 *,** 157 *** 151

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — 95 — *** — ***

District of Columbia 120 123 141 140 130 ***
DDESS 3 157 155 162 165 *** 172

DoDDS 4 156 159 155 163 156 161
Guam — 115 — 137 — ***

Virgin Islands 123 128 *** *** 125 ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results for the 1998 assessment are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Results by students’ eligibility for free/reduced-price lunch in California do not include Los Angeles.
3 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  4 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.



C H A P T E R  3   • N A E P  2 0 0 2  W R I T I N G  R E P O R T  C A R D 77

���������
�����	� �����
������	���
�

���	����	��������	
��������������������
�;

�������������	������8�������'��������		�

��
���������
�����	�������������
���������'

��	
��
�������.�(6��
��.�(5��	��������*

�
��+��������������������.�(5���	�����
�

�������	��������+��
�,77+��#
�())(&����

�����
�����	� ��	����'�����������	���
����

	����	����	
���������
������	��*��	�(5

�����
���	������
��"�	�"��������������
�

���"��
�,:��
��:5������
���	������
�

"�	�"����
	�����������

���������
�����	��������'����������'

�	���
�����	����	����	
��������
������

�
���,77+��	���	�������
��"�	�"���

����������
������
��"�	�"����
	����������

�
�,)����������	
&��	��	
����������������
�

�
�(����������	
&��
���	��	
�������
�

"�	�"����
	������������
�:����������	
�



78 C H A P T E R  3 •   N A E P  2 0 0 2  W R I T I N G  R E P O R T  C A R D

Table 3.26  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, by eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch,
grade 4 public schools: By state, 2002

Grade 4 Eligible Not eligible Information not available

Nation (Public) 15 36 29
Alabama 7 26 23

Arizona 7 23 21
Arkansas 12 27 23
California ‡ 12 36 21

Connecticut 27 57 64
Delaware 20 45 51

Florida 24 44 ***
Georgia 14 33 11
Hawaii 15 29 ***
Idaho 13 29 32

Indiana 14 31 39
Iowa ‡ 14 32 ***

Kansas ‡ 11 29 ***
Kentucky 17 38 10
Louisiana 9 25 12

Maine 18 38 40
Maryland 18 37 39

Massachusetts 22 52 49
Michigan 8 28 12

Minnesota ‡ 22 33 26
Mississippi 8 26 11

Missouri 11 29 34
Montana ‡ 14 27 12
Nebraska 17 34 ***

Nevada 11 22 19
New Mexico 12 30 14

New York ‡ 23 47 52
North Carolina 20 45 31
North Dakota ‡ 14 22 ***

Ohio 14 35 27
Oklahoma 11 23 17

Oregon 13 31 18
Pennsylvania 10 38 33
Rhode Island 14 42 23

South Carolina 10 26 26
Tennessee ‡ 14 31 17

Texas 22 38 34
Utah 13 23 14

Vermont 16 37 45
Virginia 12 38 41

Washington ‡ 16 37 34
West Virginia 12 27 17

Wyoming 18 26 27

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 7 27 ***

DDESS 1 18 33 24
DoDDS 2 26 33 30
Guam 6 15 ***

Virgin Islands 4 *** ***

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Writing Assessment.
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Table 3.27 Percentage of students at or above Proficient in writing, by eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch,
grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Grade 8 Eligible Not eligible Information not available
1998 2002 1998 2002 1998 2002

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002. * Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results for the 1998 assessment are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Results by students’ eligibility for free/reduced-price lunch do not include Los Angeles.
3 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  4 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Writing Assessments.

Nation (Public) 1 10 * 15 32 * 38 27 32
Alabama 6 9 25 27 *** 29

Arizona 9 9 28 26 22 24
Arkansas 5 *,** 11 18 * 25 16 ***
California 2 ‡ 6 * 14 30 35 24 22
Colorado 11 — 32 — 30 —

Connecticut 15 24 51 54 47 52
Delaware 10 *,** 17 28 *,** 43 21 ***

Florida 9 *,** 21 27 *,** 42 18 39
Georgia 8 13 29 33 34 29
Hawaii 8 10 19 * 24 18 ***
Idaho — 19 — 33 — 32

Indiana — 16 — 31 — 22
Kansas ‡ — 17 — 38 — 48

Kentucky 11 15 28 33 14 21
Louisiana 5 *,** 11 18 *,** 29 14 18

Maine 15 21 38 42 43 29
Maryland 6 *,** 16 30 *,** 42 26 ***

Massachusetts 8 *,** 20 39 *,** 52 31 30
Michigan — 16 — 30 — 20

Minnesota ‡ 10 — 29 — 27 —
Mississippi 4 7 18 23 14 14

Missouri 7 * 12 22 *,** 33 12 23
Montana ‡ 15 14 30 36 18 ***
Nebraska — 18 — 39 — ***

Nevada 7 7 21 19 15 23
New Mexico 9 12 26 28 23 22

New York ‡ 8 13 29 *,** 42 25 17
North Carolina 11 *,** 19 36 * 44 27 41
North Dakota ‡ — 15 — 27 — ***

Ohio — 23 — 44 — 30
Oklahoma 15 15 31 35 24 44

Oregon ‡ 13 17 32 39 26 37
Pennsylvania — 12 — 41 — ***
Rhode Island 10 13 31 *,** 39 *** 18

South Carolina 5 * 10 22 *,** 30 21 18
Tennessee ‡ 12 12 30 34 *** 20

Texas 17 16 40 45 26 34
Utah 13 11 23 *,** 28 27 21

Vermont — 25 — 46 — ***
Virginia 9 * 16 33 38 29 45

Washington ‡ 10 *,** 21 29 * 39 26 33
West Virginia 9 12 25 29 19 ***

Wisconsin ‡ 16 — 33 — 19 —
Wyoming 16 18 26 * 33 *** 23

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — 3 — *** — ***

District of Columbia 7 6 22 17 13 ***
DDESS 3 35 31 40 44 *** 49

DoDDS 4 32 36 30 40 32 36
Guam — 6 — 16 — ***

Virgin Islands 9 4 *** *** 8 ***
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