


Planning and Responding to Pandemic Influenza:

 Ethical Considerations Checklist*
This checklist should be used by public health officials when developing or approving plans that will have a substantive impact on policy, practice or the public. Not every question may be applicable in every situation, but every question should be considered.  The checklist is intended to enhance ethical decision making and is not meant to be used for official reporting or accountability purposes.
General Ethical Considerations

Yes   No
  
Have clear overall goals for pandemic influenza planning been identified?

  
Have the rules that will govern public health decision making during a pandemic been determined and clearly articulated in advance of the need for decision making ?

  
Have public health response decisions been made in a clear, open, and transparent manner?  
  
Have those who will be affected by the public health measures been provided with timely information and given the opportunity to provide input into decision making?
  
Are decisions being made based on the best available scientific evidence?

  
Have the least restrictive public health measures necessary to protect the common good been used? 
  
Are decisions about protecting the common good being balanced with protecting the rights of individuals?

  
Have efforts been made to minimize the negative impacts of the public health measures? 
  
Have the public health response measures anticipated and respected the diverse values, beliefs, and cultures in the community?
  
Has a process been established to revise or correct decisions to address new information? 
  
Have efforts been made to acknowledge and respond to public suspicion and distrust of local, state or federal government decisions?
  
Have state and local authorities had adequate opportunity to have input into decision making?
  
Have efforts been made to work with and learn from global preparedness and response efforts? 
Ethical Issues Relating to Data Collection

Yes   No

  
Is the data collection necessary to respond to the public health emergency? 
  
Has use of data for non-public health response purposes (such as research) been justified based on the scientific need for the information?
  
Have measures been taken to protect the privacy and security of the data?
  
If collecting information from people, has the need for the data collection been explained and consent obtained?

  
If data collection involves research, has appropriate approval by an appropriate Institutional Review Board been obtained?
Ethical Issues Relating to Liberty Limiting Measures 
Yes   No
  
Are the proposed liberty limiting measures considered voluntary?

  
Has the imposition of quarantine or other liberty limiting measures been balanced with protection of individual rights?

  
Have steps been taken to protect affected individuals’ privacy?

  
Have steps been taken to protect affected individuals against stigmatization or long-term psychological impact?

  
Have steps been taken to minimize an unequal burden being placed on specific individuals or groups?

  
Have restrictions on personal freedom been equitably applied? 
  
Has the justification behind the liberty limiting measures been fully articulated in language appropriate for the intended audience?

  
Is there clear scientific evidence of person-to person spread of disease that would indicate the need for liberty limiting measures?
  
Is the liberty limiting measure being proposed the least restrictive measure?

  
Is the liberty limiting measure proportional to the goal of achieving disease control?
  
Have steps been taken to provide necessary support services for those affected by the liberty limiting measure?
  
Have measures been put in place to ensure that persons under quarantine or isolation are not placed at increased risk?
Ethical Issues Relating to Liberty Limiting Measures (Continued) 
Yes   No
  
Have plans been developed to monitor the onset of symptoms among those who are quarantined?
  
Has a appeals process for those affected by the liberty limiting measures been established?

Ethical Issues Relating to Allocation of Scarce Resources
Yes   No
  
Have relevant stakeholders been engaged in determining what criteria should be used to make resource allocation decisions? 
  
Have decisions about allocation of resources been made using a fair and equitable process? 
  
Has the reasoning behind allocation choices been fully articulated in language appropriate for the intended audience?

  
Have the values and principles justifying these decisions been identified and made available for examination? 
  
Do the allocation plans specify what goods are involved, who will make decisions about prioritization and distribution, who will be eligible to receive the scarce resources, and what relevant criteria will be used to prioritize who will and will not receive resources?
*This checklist is based on the document Ethical Guidelines in Pandemic Influenza developed by the Ethics Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee to the Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  This document is available at http://www.cdc.gov/od/science/phec/guidelinesPanFlu.htm 
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