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Keeping Your Birds Healthy

If you own poultry or pet birds, you are responsible for
protecting them against disease. By taking three simple
steps, you can reduce the risk of disease-causing germs’
going to or coming from your farm or home. Understanding
the importance of these steps can help you avoid spreading
disease among your poultry and livestock.

What Is Biosecurity?

The three-step process we call “backyard biosecurity”
means doing everything you can to keep diseases out of

your flock. Keeping visitors away from your birds; keeping
equipment, cages, and feeders clean; and knowing the signs
of disease are important biosecurity practices that can prevent
diseases from reaching your property.

Why Be Concerned?

® An outbreak of a bird disease such as highly pathogenic
avian influenza (bird flu) or exotic Newcastle disease could
harm or kill your birds, and it could spread quickly and kill
other nearby birds.

® The most important steps in eradicating a disease
outbreak are to find the disease early and report it. State
and Federal veterinarians want to hear about sick and
dying birds. There is no charge for U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) veterinarians to work with you to
conduct a disease investigation.

® To report sick birds, call your agricultural extension agent,
local veterinarian, State animal diagnostic laboratory, your
State Veterinarian, or USDA's Veterinary Services toll free
at 1-866—536—7593.

Biosecurity Tips:
3 Steps To Prevent Poultry Diseases
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LOOK FOR SIGNS

® Know the Warning Signs
of Infectious Bird Diseases.

REPORT SICK BIRDS

= Call toll-free 1-866—536—7539
and you will be put in touch
with a local contact.

PROTECT YOUR BIRDS

® Keep It Clean: Keep everything
that comes in contact with your
birds clean.

E? L ® Keep It Away: Keep visitors away
from your property and your birds.

http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov
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