Inventory and Use of
“Rapid))
Watershed Assessments

Lee Woolsey, Resource Conservationist, Ricnfield, UT
435-896-64471 ext 140

Ermail: lee.woolsey@uti.usda.gov



The Natl. Strategic Plan watershed approach:

— Focuses on naiural sysi
natural resources

— Encouracges collaporative efforts to mayxlrmize
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= Provide services (tecnnical assistance, tecnnology,
informetion, and programs) on W/S pasis

= Use RWAS to tallor NRCS services

e/floo Iridices to measure resource nealtn and

ccormnplishrnents on W/S nasis
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What are RWA's?

rapid watersned assessrents provide initial
estirmeates of wnere conservatlon invesiments
I tne wmcerrp of lanclowners,
1S, and otner cormrnunity
OerlfJMcIEIOfJL Flmrl starenolders. Trnese
'relo Jrlml ovvners ancd loca

W
(D
W
2
=
_—
(D
D
L/ b)



Broad

Large expanses;
multiple states or
basins

Scope

(Geography and Resource Issues)

Narrow
Individual
ownerships within
a community

NRCS Planning Continuum?*

O Hydrologic Resource Profiles

O  Assessments Matrices

O (Gonservation District Business Plan/Basin Strategic Plan

O Integrated Watershed Planning
O  Watershed Health Plans

O NRCS Strategic Management Plan (National/Region/State)

Rapid Watershed Assessments

Decision Making

o Gonservation Plans

Low Detail of Information High

Specificity of

Specificity of

AT [ el (Data, Alternatives, Decisions) information is place-

not necessarily
place-based

based, in-depth and
comprehensive

* Watershed/Areawide Planning includes activities that gather resource data, analyze resource conditions,

recommend aiternatives and evaluate their effects.

Directional

Sets basic bounds on
topics, issues and
problems to address

Enabling

Defines staff, funds and other
resources; identifies target
clientele and may declare
criteria to obtain resources

Representational

Leaders and stakeholders
promulgate desired actions
compatible with directional and
enabling decision plans

Definitive

On-site land and water
management decisions by
landowners that can be acted
upon in the near future



Entire State
54 320,000 acres
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Watersned Fesource Profll

P

sSurnmary of the profile including its location, size, ownership,

resource concerns and conservation status.

Provide Inforrnation on land use, precipitation, soils, sirearm
flows, water rights, and farms.

UW

urvey of land owners willingness to adopt conservation and tr
cornrmunity’s responsiveness to address social needs.

Waiter quality & cuantity lirnitations, endangered species, soll
erosion, and SWAPA resource concerns.

Pr l\/IS/ RS reportec I Lomser/e fior) rree rnents
nservation application including WRP and CRP.

(‘\

=

—



Prirnary Deaia Gainered for Proflles oy
CQuerying Local Staff and Pariners

/7

E Significant Resource Concerns (SYWAPA +rFl) In
Watersned oy Landuse

F Cumulative Status of Conservation

Larncowner At
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Watershed Profile Questions

E Wnat are the significant resource Issues aric
concerns facing agriculiure in rny staie?
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| tnere cata avallaonle that Is oertinent to tnese
[ )

Is ine availaple data on a waiersned pasis? |
not is there a waly 1o convert it (o a watersned
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Punlic survey/Quesiionnaire Resulis:
Wasningion County

Resource Assessment Survey Pro)
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Top Ranking Concerns tnat snhould be address
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Soll Loss/Erosion on Land/Strearn Cnannels 12%
|

Wildfire Flazard

Loss of Open Space or Agriculiural Lands
UrOrlrJ/JlolJrOrlﬂ (Jrowirn

Adequate Waier Supply for Desired Uses
Ground Water Quality & Quantity

sStorrn Waiter Runoff & Flooding

12%
655%
650%
56%
56%

48%



GQaaoasswneEPE

Top Ranking Concerns that should be addressed in the future:

Air Quality, Including dust, Pollutants

Recreational Opportunities

Plant Health, Production, and Adequate Quantities
Soil contamination due to salts, chemicals, and other
Adequate Food, Water and Cover for Livestock
Adequate Support of Historic/Prehistoric Resources
Adequate Marketing for Ag Products

Adequate Energy Sources Available

Storm runoff or flooding

Soil Condition Due to Compaction or Other Changes

60%
60%
48%
44%
40%
40%
36%
36%
36%
36%



Secoridary Data Used n P

soutnwest regional GAP dataset - landcover (USU)
Precipitation (NRCS PRISM)

Cornrmorn Resource Areas (NRCS)

Water Rignis (Utan Div Water Rignis)

Strearn Flow (UJ 3 & Div Water Res)

CAFOs (Utan Dept. of Agriculiure & Food)

~ro

303d List (Utah De ot. Jf Erl \/Junmemgll OlJrlJJr/ UDEQ)
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Sources of Secondary Darta

NRCS Geodata Drives (DEM, orthopnotos, climate, admin boundaries, gtc.)
NRCS Geospatial Data Gateway (nttp://datagateway.nrcs.uda.gov)
Solls Datal\/larz( nttp://soilldatamart.nrcs.usda.qov/)

NRCS & FSA Datapases — Proiracis, PRMS, PRS, CLU, Toolkit
Climeate Data: (http://lwww.ocCs. orJL,ecIu/orJJm/)

USGS Land Use (ntip://edc.usgs.qgov/productis/landcover.himl)

USGS Water Inforrneation (ntip://water.usqs.qov/)

BLM GIS Sites (http:/lwww.plm.gov/nstc/gis/GlSsites.ntml)

Forest Service Plans (hitp://www.reo.qov/qgis/data/gisdata/index.ntrm0O

2002 Census of Agriculture (nttp://www.nass.usda.gov/Census_of
Agriculture/index.asp)

Census of Population
(http:/lfactfinder.census.qgov/home/saff/main.ntml? lang=en)

surf Your Watersned (nttp://www.epa.qgov/surf)

Strearnnet (http:/lwww.streamnet.orq)

STORET Environrental Data (http://epa.gov/storet)

Siaie GlS Centers

— Utah Autornated Geographic Reference Center (Nttp://agre.its.state.ut.us/


http://datagateway.nrcs.uda.gov/
http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.ocs.orst.edu/prism/
http://edc.usgs.gov/products/landcover.html
http://water.usgs.gov/
http://www.blm.gov/nstc/gis/GISsites.html
http://www.reo.gov/gis/data/gisdata/index.htm0
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Census_of _Agriculture/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Census_of _Agriculture/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Census_of _Agriculture/index.asp
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
http://www.epa.gov/surf
http://www.streamnet.org/
http://epa.gov/storet
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Rapid Watershed Assessments can:
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Provide information to develop business plans and strategies
Assist NRCS & otners obtain tecnnical & financial assistance
Provide information to nelp prograrm managers & decisionmakers
Provide focus for forming effective partnersnips

Lead to more detailed, comprenensive assessments and plans
where needed to solve resource issues Seek and prormote



RWA i NRCS Utan S
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Use RPWA'S to:

Respond to Naitlonal Strategic Plan and possioly to
policy In next Farm Bill.

ENCou rage collaborative efforts witn pariners on
weliersned approacr.

Target areas n eedmg rmore comprenensive watersned
nealin irmplernentaiion straiegies.

Provide Iinformation that can oe used at local level witn
SWCDs, otner pariners and landowners,
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RWAS not looked at as being an end procdu



Revise rapid RWAS wiin rmore local input to
Increase stakenolder involvement & support.
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Integrate RWA wiin otner watersned s
efforis.
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al cornrmunity visions for their

Prioritize local provision of NRCS services,
orograms and tecnnical assistance



Rapid Watershed Assessments do not:

— Address curnulative effects
— Consider Infrasiruciure neads
— Estaplisn water allocations

Ulrerments for meeting waier quality standards
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— Sailsty requirernents under NEPA or tne Endangered
Sopecies Act
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Plans
inrougr
collaporetion



Ary Questions?
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