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" That Mr. John Whitaker should wait on the 

Hon. H. G. Bennett, M. P., Chairman of the 

Police Committee of the Hon. the House of 

Comn~ons, and lay before hiin the opinion of' 

this Meeting. 

'' That this Meeting do adjourn till again convened 

by the Chairman ." 
On Mondav, March 24, 181'7, the Chair- 

man had an interview with the Hon. H. G. 

Bennett, M .  P., and submitted to him the Reso- 

lutions af' the General Meeting of the twenty- 

second of March, as detailed in the following 

copies :-

* '  That a 3Eeeting of the Proprietors of the liquid 

Coffee-Houses had been held, to take into con- 

sideration and to endeavour to correct the many 

inisrepresentations that haye been and do con- 

tinue to be made, threatening the very exist-

ence of these establishments. 

G i  That the establishment of CoEee (or general 

Breakfast) Houses, on a plan suited to the 

wants and nleans of the middle, the manufactur- 

ing, and the industrious classes of society in ge- 

neral, are productive of the greatest convenience, 

as  thousands in this metropolis can testify. 



'-That it appears the majority of the manufac- 

turing and labouring classes being either single 

men, or persons whose occupation leads them 

to a distance from their homes, were often put 

to great in con^-enience and loss of time previous 

to the esta'clishment of Coffee-Tlouses, it being 

a well-known fact that few licensed Victuallers 

provide Breakfasts; while the Proprietors of 

Coffee-Rooms, devoting their attention entirely 

to this object, are enabled not only to afford 

those articles at a moderate price ; but, through- 

out the day, to provide the refreshing beve- 

rages of Tea and Coffee in the most agreeable 

manner. 

" The comfort and tranquil accommodation of a 

CofFee-Room offer an evening asylum to those 

single young men, who, having no convenience 

at  their respective lodgings, must either walk 

the streets after the hours of labour, or retire 

to the Ale-House, and, in many instances, 

against their inclinations, the el il of which this 

hleeting forbears to comment on. 

"That the Proprietors of these Establishments are 

surprised to hear objections raised against them, 

as their being the cause of a decrease in the 
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consumption of Spirits among the working 

classes; but, with respect to any injury the 

Revenue may be supposed to sustain in conse-

quence of these Establishments, it is presumed 

that will not be considered as important when 

put in competition with the benefits these 

Houses, under good management, are capable 

of producing in the morals of the labouring 

classes. 

" That, independent of the different classes of 

mechanics that are benefitted by the Coffee- 

Room Establishments, they are of the great- 

est convenience to Gentlemen of the Army 

and Kavy who are on half-pay ; persons ar-

riving in or leaving town by the Stages ; Town 

l'ravellers, Clerks, Wareh~usemen, and persons 

seeking situations or businesses, who are pro-

vided with the most popular advertising Morn- 

ing, Evening, and Sunday Newspapers, at a 

very small expense. 

'' That the Meeting contemplate with great pain 

the misconception formed by many persons re- 

soectinq these Establishments. Many unpleasant 

clrcurnstances have certainly occurred ; but 
ihev have happened in those Houses that are 



shamefully opened for bad purposes, but having 

the appearance of Coffee-Rooms outside. 

.' I t  has been stated that the Magistrates have no 

control over those ill-conducted Houses that 

are open at the most unreasonable hours ; but 

the Report of an Examination at the Mansion- 

House, before the Right Hon. Matthew Wood, 

Lord Mayor, fully proves the power the Magi- 

strates have over such Ilouses, his Lordship 

having removed from Bride-Lane a house re-

presented as a Coffee-Room, but which appeared, 

on examination, to be merely a haunt for bad 

characters. 

" The, persons composing this Meeting, as well as 

many others in this line of business, have ex- 

pended considerable sums of money in fittings 

up, and other unavoidable expenses connected 

with and bringing these Establishments to per- 

fection ;and feel deeply alarmed at  not seeing 

any line of distinction drawn between the 

Houses of real public utility, and those no-

toriously open for bad purposes. 

" That the Meeting are of opinion, that, with the 

exception of those Coffee-Rooms that are 

situated in or near Markets, there is no necessity 



to open much before Six o'Clock in the morn-

ing, or to c~nt inue later than Ten at night; but 

Nine o'clock appears the general time to close 

business. 

-'The Proprietors bcg to suggest, that, where 

Coffee-Itoorns improperly conducted exist, the 

nuisancrl might 1w rcnloved by the interference 

of the respective parisll oficers." 

The Ilon. Gent lcman expressed himself satis- 

fied with this infbrrnation, and was pleased to 

declare, in the nmst decidcd manner, his full con- 

viction of the great benefits resulting from the 

Coffee-Room Establiskinents, when conducted 

with regularity and decorum. 

The Hon. Gentleman also stated that the Pro- 

prietors of respectable Coffee-Rooms had just 

grounds for alarm; and observed, that, if they 

would petition the Hon. the House of Commons, 

founding the Petition on the Statement delivered 

to him, he would present the same to the House ; 

and concluded by observing, that no part of the 

Petition need be printed, and it should be no 

expense to the Petitioners. 

In  consequence of Mr. Bennett's recommenda- 

tion, a General Meeting was held on Wedaesday 
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March 2G, 1817, a t  the Surry Coffee-Ilouse, Uliion- 

Street, Borough of Southwark, to txke into consi- 

deration thc steps proposed, and the opinion given 

by the IIon. 1-I.G. Bennett ;when the Chairman sub- 

mitted a Petition, which was nnrtnin~o~xslyagrcetl 

to, and signed by the persons prcscnt, amounting 

to twenty-one. 

I t  was uuanirnously agreed, t l~a t  the Chairman, 

and a Deputation of the Meeting, sllould iminc- 

diately wait on as many of the IYoprietors of 

Coffee-Houses known to he regularly conductcd 

as the time wo~lltlatlrnit of; \vhcn thc i'ollo\ving 

persons volunteered their services :--Mr. Good-

win, Mr. C. Whitaker, Mr. Wathen, and Mr. Jacks; 

which Deputation procured sixteen signatures the 

same evening. -

To the Honourable the Conznzom of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britailz and Ireland, in 

Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned Coffee-House 

Keepers of' the Citics of London, Westinin- 

ster, and the Borough of SontInwark, 

Hurnbly sheweth. 

'' That your Petitioners have every reasonto believe 

that the establishments of Cotfee or Breakfast 
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Houses, on a plan at once uniting comfort with 

economy, are particularly adapted to the con-

venience of mechanics and the labouring classes, 

and are productive of the greatest benefits, a s  

hundreds in this metropolis can testify. 

" That your Petitioners beg leave to state to your 

Hon. House that the majority of the manufac- 

turing classes are single men, or persons whose 

employments lead them to a distance from their 

homes ;consequently the l3stahlislimcnts of your 

Petitioners are of' very great importance to such 

persons. 

" That it is \cry evident to your Petitioners that 

the comfort and quiet of a Coff'ce-Room offer 

an evening asylum to many single young men 

after the Iiour of' labour, and tend in a great 

measure to prevent the evils of bad company. 

" That your I'etitioncrs trust that this is one of 

the many great bciwfits the Establisluncnt of 

Coffee-Rooms, under good management, are 

capable of producing in the morals of the labour- 

ing classcs. 

" That your I'ctitioners vicw with the most serious 

alarm the several observations that have been 

made by the Alagistrates, and also what appears 

to have been given in evidence before the Com- 
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mittee of your Hon. House (appointed by your 

Hon. House to inquire into the state of the 

Police of this metropolis), wherein it is stated 

that Ilouses of the description of your Peti- 

tioners' are kept open during the whole of the 

night, and are of a most mischievous tendency, 

whereas your Petitioners close their Houses at 

an early hour in the evening. 

" That your Petitioners are aware that many 

unpleasant circumstances have occurred, which 

your Petitioners deeply deplore ; but your Pe- 

titioners beg to state to your Hon. House that 

those circumstances have happened in conse- 

quence of improper persons keeping Houses 

similar in name, but of a very different descrip- 

tion, to those of your Petitioners. 

&' That your Petitioners have expended consider- 

able sums of money in bringing these Establish- 

ments to perfection, and feel great pain at not 

seeing any distinction drawn between the 

respectable liquid Coffee 'Establishments and 

those that are open notoriously for bad pur-

poses. 

That your Petitioners humbly implore your Hon. 

House to afford them that continuance and pro- 



tection of their Property that your Hon. House 

in its wisdom may see fit : 

" And your Petitioners will ever pray." 

The above Petition was signed by thirty-seven 

persons. 
--C-

On Thursday, March 27, 1817, it was delivered 

to the Hon. H. G. Bennett, M. P., and by him pre- 

sented, the same evening, to the Hon. the House 

of Commons, Mr. Bennett a t  the same time ex- 

pressing his approbation of such Coffee Establish- 

ments*. The Petition was ordered to be brought 

up ; and on a motion for its being read, which was 

carried in the affirmative, it was read accorclilagly 

by the Clerk, and then ordered to be referred to 

the Police Committee ; Mr. Whitkaer being pre- 

sent, having received an order for that purpose 

from the Hon. Gentleman. 

Mr. Bennett expressed a wish that the fol-

lowing persons should hold themselves in readi- 

ness to be examined before the Committee when 

called upon for that purpose :--Mr. John Whita- 



ker, Mr. John Perkins, Mr. Robert Chapman, 

and hlr. Charles Piper. 

The Deputation being called to meet on Mon- 

day, March 31,181 7, at the Cossack Coffee-House, 

Snow-NiII, to receive the Report of Mr. Whitaker, 

on the fate of the Petition; the Report being 

favourable, it was deemed requisite to hold another 

Meeting the following day, and add to its number 

the names of the persons selected by Mr. Bennett 

to be examined. 

On Tuesday, April 1, the Deputation met, and 

the Resolution of March 31st was carried into 

effect; and it was resolved that a General Meet- 

ing should be called on the third of April, and 

that the Chairman give the requisite notice. 

At a General Meeting held at the House of Mr. 

Carr, West Smithfield, on Thursday, April 3, 1817, 

at Twelve at ncon, to receive the Report concern- 

ing the Petition, and for general purposes, twenty- 

one Members being present, it was resolved- 

'' That Rlr. Francis Roberts be added to the De-

putation, as Assistant or Deputy Chairman. 

That a Subscription of Five Shillings be entered 

into, tp defray the expenses already incurred, or 



that may accrue in defending the Character and 

Interests of this Meeting. 

" That the Subscriptions be paid to Mr. John 

Whitaker, to be applied to the above pur-

pose. 

" That this Meeting do adjourn till after the ex- 

amination of its Members takes place before the 

Committee." 

On Wednesday, May 14, the following persons 

attended at the House of Commons, according to 

summons, when Mr. Whitaker having been called 

before the Police Committee, the Hon. H. G. 

Bennett, as Chairman, stated, that the business 

before the Committee that day would occupy 

much time; and, as he was desirous that the 

persons in attendance should not be kept waiting, 

the Committee appointed the following Friday; 

when the before-selected persons again attended, 

and were separately called in and examined as to 

the nature of the Coffee-Room Establishments- 

the dcscription of the company using them-the 

accommodation-the prices charged-the hours of 

opening and closing-the effect and the general 

expressed opinion of them by the working classes. 



The whole of the cvidence was taken in sllort 

hand. 

At tlrc conclusion of their Examination the 

Deputation retired, and resolved that a General 

Mceting should be called to receivc their Report 

of the above transactions. 

At a Gcncral Xfccting lielcl'at the House of Mr. 

Carr, on 'l'uesday, May 37, 1517, the following 

Resolutions were ui~aniniously agreed to :-

i L  That this fileeting do form itself into a Society, 

to be callecl 7Xe  Cr~riledSocict j  of C'@ee-House 

Keepers. 

" That a Committee of Management be now ap- 

pointed to watch over the interests of this So- 

ciety during the time, and after the termination, 

of any proceedings or regulations that may be 

pending in Parliament. 

" That a President, Deputy, and seven Members, 

do constitute the Committee. 

" That a General Meeting be held Quarterly, to 

receive the Report of snch Committee, and for 

purposes coimected with the interests of the 

Society. 

" That a Quarterly Contribution of Tliree Shillings 

be paid by each Member at the General Mecting. 
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" That all General Rfeetings be held .e Hou 
of Mr. Carr, Bartholomew Coffee-House, West 

Smithfield. 

" That the hour of One o'Clock precisely be the 

time to call over the Xames, and to proceed to 

busiiless ; and that all Members absent at such 

General Meeting, at the time the Names are 

called over, be fined One Shilling. 

" That all Moneys, Contributions, and Fines, be 

paid into the hands of the Treasurer, to defray 

any expenses that may occur in defending and 

supporting the interests of this Society. 

" That the Committee meet the last Tuesday in 

every month at Twelve at  noon, at the House of 

Mr. Goociwin, the Cossack, Snow-Hill. 

" That, should any particular circumstances occur 

that may materially affect this Society, the 

President do cail a hleeting of the Committee, 

and lay such information before them as led to 

their being assembled, 

" That, if judged n e c e s s q ,  an extraordinary 

General hIeetingshould then be called, to receive 

the Report of the Committee, and to consult 

accordingly. 

" That all expenses of refr.es!ments at the General 
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Meeting be paid out of the Stock, to an extent 

not exceeding One Shilling for each Member 

present at  such Meeting. 

' <  That Mr. John Wliitaker do act as President and 

Treasurer. 

That Mr. Francis Roberts do act as Deputy. 

' <  That the senior three of the Committee go out, 

and three others be elected, every Quarterly 

Meeting. 

*' That a President be elected by ballot every year. 

6 '  That the President remain on the Committee 

one &usrter after the expiration of the year. 

"That any Member may propose to a general Meet- 

ing any person that now keeps, or may hereafter 

keep, a well-conducted House in the Tea and 

Coffee line, to become a Member of this Society, 

such person paying into the Stock the amount of 

the first six months' Subscription upon his cha- 

racter being approved of, and becoming a Mem- 

ber. 

*' That Books be provided, and the Accounts ex- 

amined and detailed every Quarterly Meeting. 

I' That the above Resolutions, with the Petition to 

the House of Commons, be printed ; and that 

each Member otzly have a copy. 
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" That, to bring the Quarterly Meetings to equal 

divisions of time, the Meetings for this year shall 

take place as follow :-First Meeting, Tuesday, 

July 29 ; Second Meeting, Tuesday, September 

30; Third Meeting, Tuesday, December 30. 

' ' That this Meeting are determined that no person 

shall be permitted to bring Spirituous Liquors 

into their Houses, or be accommodated with 

any vessel to procure the same. 

.' That this Meeting are of opillion that the greatest 

benefits are likely to result to this Society from 

the active manner in which hlr.John Whitaker 

has exerted himself in behalf of the interests of 

the persons embarked in Coff'ee Establishments ; 

and, as  a token of esteem, this Neetiizg agree and 

determine that a Silver Cup, value k10,be sub- 

scribed for and provided ; and that this Society 

do dine together when the same shall be pre- 

sented to him ; and that the Committee be em. 

powered to carry the same into effect. 

"That these Resolutions and Regulations do form 

the Guide and Rule of this Society till the same 

be revoked at a General Meeting." 

FINIS.  



E C O N O M I C A L  C O F F E E  H O U S E S ,  


voted t l~e i r  attentioil to t h e  a c r o l n ~ i d l t :  CI01) llcsc classes, tIrcy 
~l l~ablct l  

1 1 7  

to obtaiil tllc rcfi.csli~llcilts of' 1LA AX J C'OFFEE i l l  tile no st 

t c ~ lto the progross 01' tllc ; ~ b o ~ ~ ~ l ~ i r i i t i o i ~ ~ c lBi l l  ; a ~ l dtlliit tllcY a 
General BIccti~lgof tllc 'l'l..nlc mllc~lcvcr tllt:y dccii1 i t  c x p ~ d i c n t .  

8 . That  tllc tlli~llhs of tliis RIeteting bc givcn to tlrc Editor of tlrc 

STATESMAN b~ 1.~~0inilrtmdcdI ~ C \ V S ~ ~ C S  to b~ take11 i l l  itt ill1 iiew cstab-





-
\ \ 1 1 i ( - l 1  I I : ; \ . (~  t : i k ~ ~ ~I n  t l ~ c ,\ . ;~r ic . t \ .  o f  iri~l)ro\.c.r~rc~r~t\ 111;1(*(, \vit!~irt1111, 1;ist t t  w 

I ' u i j I i ~  ( ' I ) I I v ~ ~ I I I ~ ~ I I ( - ~ ~  A l ~ - ~ ~ ~11:ih ~ ~ ~ o l ! i t~ t* t ,  ~ i ~ i o ~ ~1 , , \ I \ ,  I I I  n l ~ i t , i ~  a1111 ~ l ) t , ( 1 1 1  ~t l i ~ ~~ t ~ 

1 1  ) I I , ,  .:I I r io rc> c:;rl(,~~l;~tc,tl 1aht i11~ t o  1111. , , rcb+t . , r l( B  
 t o  l~rc)tl~~c.c~ : I I I ( ~  I I I ~ I ) I ) !: ; I I I ~  I ) c ~ ~ ~ c ~ l i t  
i f 4  \ \ t , I l  ;is 111:' l-lsiilg l~)ol)ul;~tioli o fof t l ~ i c ;  11 i~t ro1)oI1h;L t l ~ t >t ~ s ~ n l ) l i h l ~ ~ ~ ~ ( ~ n t  
f<( .o \o XI  1 (- ~ 1 ,( 'o~:~l: , i i  i.;s, ! I ~ S I . I ~t l i t ,y  a r t i  I I I I ( ! ~ > ~I I I ~ I I I : I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ~ ~ I I ~ .l l o ~ * s  :ootl 

tilt' ;lttt.ntiot~'1'111s1 4  ;I ~ 1 1 1 ! i c ' ( * t  \ \ o r t l ~ ~  01' t 1 1 ( ~3101.,1list ittiti t111' t ' l~iloso~)ltt~r. 
' l ' i ~ t b \  11rocf11t~v ;III{I Sobri(~ty,; I I I ~  t110 I ' l ~ i l o s o l ~ I ~ i ~ ~1 ~ ~ i l ( f i ~ i ( b t >  r11i11d11i11>t ~t:;oi(,u 

thcx rclsult, of that v a s t  clo.~is:~ 1I\ .~I, . !I  I :  c~o:~t,~r~i!;l,itc~s ;;t'tcsr k~ro~.l~>tl;:.c!, 1 lwr-
I . thcb ~ ~ s t t i i lcl;issc~s of t l i t  corii~ii~~uityant1 whicll dcx>irt., tht) ME-l 

(' Hi1S I("S C'Oi?I 'EE IIOUS 1:s liavc niairlly col~tril)uttd to prod~~ct. .  'l'htbsc 
not only proviclc thc sobclr and ret'rt~slii~~g CofTet:I<*tahlish~rlt~uts l)t~vt~ragc~s, 

:ir~d 'l'(1ii. I):II a t  tl1c1 ?iitluc' tinw of;br soiiic~thingto inlpwve thc niinct. At  t \ ~ t >  
Cotit~t~Ho~rsc~s ,I ~ c ~ o n o r ~ i i ~ a l  thc adv;intagc>of rcwling useful and instructivc~ 

t)ooks, is open to the. I I I ~ ~ ~ L I I Sof tht\ rnost Iiu~iiblc A r ~ i s m ;  mid as livv b t w  bu-
lijrc* obst>rvocl, is ctllculatcd to iuako him a bettor mcluber of society, t lw i  if his 
finic~ tvc>rtl spent in ust>lt,>s and disgusting i1lc1briutio1i atid clamour. 

1 ' 1 1 ~  IAt>gisl;itur(>btlirlg ;lw;~re of th(1ir nation;tl iniportanct~ have wisely 
providccl suc.11 rt~gul:itions rtyarding tlic Eco~iomical Cotit.r Ilouscs,  as will 

01. th~h~ril i : tv t~t11t~ ( ~ t l i ~ s t  111:1kir1~ of t l i t >  first public ir~iport:wce. CotYtvh 13 not 
only ; ig r t~c~: t t , l t~  but wlien sn-t~c~tc~r~td ant1 \\.llol~~sorlrc~, will1 Sugar is \-cJry h C Y I ~ I -

5 1 ~ 0 ~ 1 )  \$,rlol .s;  1t c,xcitc.s, ;is ( ' o ~ . N . I '  I ~ u  trnly says, C'lit~tdul~lc~ss ithout 111- 
flow of' Sl)irits \vhlch it occas io~~s ,tc>xicatiori, ar~cl tl111 pltlasi~~l_: lasts 111'dlly 

hours, and is n~,vc>ribllo\vcd I)y Sadness, J.nnguor and Debility. 

So fragrant, rich and pure. 

C O F F E E  A N D  T E A ,  I N  C O N S T A N T  READINESS ,  A N D  N O T  O N E  MINUTY 
IN S E R V I N G .  

ROLLS,  TOAST, MIJFFINS, EGGS, k c .  k c .  

Kewspnpcrs anti 13ooks, Literary and scientific, in great variety. 

J. ORIFFIY, Printer , l l ,  outside Middle Row,Holborn.  




