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I n  :L case so tlecply affecting illy character a s  :ln officer, and so 
in teres t i~\gnot only to the  1,nblic service, hut  in its rel:l:ion to tlie 
cstraortli ~ ~ a r y  rtdvolutior~ which is sllalting the  very tbu~lclittions of 
the  Governunent, it is pccu1i:lrIp prol)er tha t  I shor~lti now csercise 
m y  privilegr of c01n:nenting 11pon the  bworn s t i~ tement  of the  wit- 
ncsscs ils i t  Irils been ~.ccortled before you. 

Dnr ing t l ~ e  wl~oleot this  protwctcd esamination,  I have stadi-
ously ithst;tincd from rai\ ing any objection to the  evidence, much 
of wl~icli i t  w:ls in ~ n y  ~ )owcrto hi~\rc esclutletl. I l ~ a t l1111 reason 
to doubt the  integrity ot' the witnesses, an11 conscioliq of' my own, 
l a the r  tli:lo even seem to be tecl~nic:rl, I was willing t l~ i t t  they 
shoultl s t ;~ te  not only ill1 they saw a n d  knew, bn t  e v e r y t l r ~ ~ ~ g  they 
I w l  heart1 in anywise affecting the 11 ,nesty of my conduct, or the  
t r u t l ~of' my d e c l i l ~  dt 'IC>IIS. 

r l111e prowention \);is largely entered upon proof of m y  writ ten 

stnterneuts ar~t l  verbill comnl111lici~tions; ant1 in reference tt) these, 
I tlesirc to impress upon the attention of the  conrt once fi)r ;dl ,  
t11:~twl~i lc  i t  is c~l t i re ly  competent fhr the prosec~ltiorl to use such 

yet by t l ~ cwell e s t : ~ l ~ l i s l ~ e Jcvitlence ; lgnir~st  ii dcfe t~( la l~t ,  law 
when thus used, they are  to be taken as  t m e ,  withont thore 
is other prel)ot~der;itil~gevidence slrowing them to be nntrue;  
in other words, cvery flict thus  sti~tetl mnst be considered a s  proved, 
i f  there is no sufficietrt evi~lence to rebut it.  

T11011gh bor11 i n  IZcntncky, and app,ni~~tcd to the  scrvicc while n 
boy ot'fi!teen years f i o n ~  the St:~tc o f  Mihsissippi, I 11nve chicfly re- 
sidctl w l ~ e n  nsl~ore :tt CI~i~rlcstown, I ~ i i r i r ~ xJ l i t s ~ ~ : ~ c l ~ ~ ~ . ; c t t s ,111iir1 ied 
n l d y  of t11;tt St:tte. I n  April, 1858, I arrived home fivrn my 

ot t l ~ u  Eas t  India  and C l ~ i u i ~C O ~ I I I ~ L ~ I ~  sqnaclron with a three 
nionths' leave ot' abwnce. I n  repo~t i r lg  t l ~ e  cspiriltion of' th is  
I ~ R V C ,I earnestly sulicitetl the cornrn:~ntl of' the  CI~arlestowr~ yilrcl 
when t l ~ e  terili of t l ~ e  thcu iuc11111be11t s l~oul( l  expire. I 11ad never 
exercised sllch :I conlni3?ii:i,: L I I ~fivm my j i e o g r i ~ ~ ) ~ r i c ; ~ ~  position a n d  
pas t  services, I coosideretl I w:~s warrarrted in  iinticil)i~ting im tic- 
q~ iescence  in this request. No reply wlrtitever w i ~ s  made to this 
a p ~ ~ l i c a t i o n ,which wits again renewed in i lpr i l ,  7839. About the  
1 s t  hIap tlleret~t'tcr, Con~motlore Btringham, the  incumbent, \viis 
relieved by an officer very much my junior. T h e  extraortlinitly 
reasons subsequently assigned to me by the  Secretary for th is  
course i t  mould be improper for me here to state. 

Wi thou t  any p r e v i o ~ ~ sGnowleige on my part ,  I reccivetl per-
emptory orders to proceed to i ~ n ~ lassume tlie comruancl of t h e  
navy yard a t  Warr iugton,  in  the  Sta te  of' Florida. 

Accustomed d l  my  professional life to obey without demur  tile 





"In  rcp ly  t o  y o i ~ rC O I I I ~ I I I I ~ C : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~of' th i s  (late, I have t o  state 
t h a t  the U. S. b t 1 1 1 ~ 1 1 i p' S r ~ p p l y 'W:LS s e t ~ tto F o r t  I'icltcns b y  my 
~ r t l e r  ini.rcly to convey tIi(. l~rovisionsyon rcquircvl, ant1 then to 
r e t u r n  to tllc navy  y t ~ r t l .  Tl lc  sul)ply is no t  n vessel of war ,  a n d  
1l:tving l m n  scnt  t o  tllis s t :~t ionfor thc  specid p w p e  of convey-
i n g  s to rm :111(1 C O ; ~  t o  V e r a  C r r ~ z  for t h e  vesscls of t h e  home 
~ q u i t d r o n  s t , ~ t i o n c ~ l  tllcrc, it  is m y  duty  to tlispatch hcr  to t h a t  
post ,  at t h e  cnlliest niomcnt  practicable, in eoriformity with the 
ortlers I have  rcceivetl from t h e  Navy D e p a r t m e n t ,  from which or-
ders I c a n n o t  deviate fu r ther .  



ste:rnler 'Wya~~do t t '<*Tllt. may be retained fur the I I U I ~ O Wof 
cu-ol)cr;ltiUg iVitl1 you until f~r t l i e r  ur~lers." 



and is, a n d  t h i s  i s  sus ta ined  by t h e  evitlence, t h a t  on t h e  day of 
t h e  surrenclcr I h a d  riot more  t h a n  aboilt  70 enl is ted ~ n e nof all 
k i n d s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  was  tlic on ly  fiwce I could have  called o n  in an 
emergency .  

It is  a lso s h o w n  by t h e  evidence t h a t  t h e  s a l u t i n g  ba t te ry  of t h o  
y a r d ,  consis t ing of t h e  old grins of' n T e s a n  b r i g ,  conltl n o t  be 
rendered f i t  fbr nse,  an11 t h a t  tlierc mas n o  s h o t  to  supply  i t .  T h e r e  
were some 32 ponntlcrs i n  tlic yard  l y i n g  a b o n t  on skids,  b u t  with- 
ou t  t h e  m e a n s  of mal t ing  tliem efficient. A s  t o  t h e  f'o~ir ca r r iages  
w l ~ i c ha r e  sa id  to have  been sen t  to  t h e  y n ~ t l  for t l ~ c  Y ~ ~ l t o n ' sg u n s  
p l i o r  to  t h e  t i m e  I tool; t h e  coniln;tntl, 1 can  o n l y  m y ,  tl~cl f l ~ t  
wnq cn t i rc ly  1111linown t o  m e ,  :is i t  was  nrilinowr~ to a l l  t h o  
witnewes wllo 11nre l ~ c n  c\rx~nilictl .  Tl ic  Naval Storeliecpcr m u s t  
I1avc 1;ei)t tlletn \,el y c : ~ r c f ~ ~ l l y  oru tile evidencelocbctl l ip, : lnd f ' ~  
given a s  t o  tlie lm1t 11stook 111 t l ~ c s c  t s : ~ ~ ~ i : x t i o n s ,  I w:ls t h e  l as t  
Inan h e  woal t l  11 :~re  pernlitted tn lcno\v nt' i t .  ' i l i~e hill fnr f r e i g h t  
wl i i r !~  lins been prntlncctl, as n!)provcd by ~ I I W H I11is pel tificnte, i~ 
for "ort1n:lnce arid o r t l ~ ~ a ~ ~ e e  stores," ant1 afYorile,l ii:o n o  evidence 
t h e y  inclritletl "c<~rr i :~qes . "  

I t  11:~s lorrn aslied by t l ~ cprosecution wlletller t h e  ' (Supply" a n d  
"TVyari(1ntt" coriltl no t  l l a w  b ~ e n  qn s t a t i o ~ ~ e c l  ;LS t o  have  corn-
mantled t h e  1) ronrl f~ o m  l 'cnsacol ,~ by wliich t h e  y a r d  was  
re:~cl let l?  I!nt t11c e \  i J c ~ ~ t cof t'lc civil e n g i u c t r ,  Mr .  Aber t ,  stls- 

i\ ,  t l ~ ~ i t  C O I I I C ~h a v etainetl by tile o t l l t~ r  w i t ~ i ~ s s w ,  t l ~ e  t ~ ~ w j ~ s  
rnarcliecl npou t ' , ~  y ~ 1 1 11)v :L Ix t t c r  t l~n~i: l~ soniewlr:it longer  I-ontl, 
e n t i r c . 1 ~o u t  of i c , ~ c l iof' t l ~ c i r~ I I ~ I T .T h ~ d c s ,1)y lily agreement ,  I 
h a d  i~1re:uIy ~ r : u t u l  witlt tlrcie vcsscl? i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  my orders  to 
co-operate nit11 1,icxt.  li:lemmcr. 

T l ~ c  d c n i a n ~ l  n1:rtlc on t l ~ c  n3o1 n iny  of t h e  1 2 t h  by t h e  Commis- 
sioricl s of Vloritl:~n ns a c ~ c o r n i ~ a ~ ~ i c c ln i th  t h e  clcclrtrntion, t h a t  t h e r o  
W:LS :L wcll : ~ r m c i l  ;lnd wcll o r p n i z c t l  reg iment  of' troops a t  tlie gatc, 
ant1 t h a t  they  llntl or] t i ~ c i r  ~ 1 ) -ti~'icrl ~mascssion of t h e  magazine.  
T h i s  s ta ten icn t  nirul~ ;:I 1111: plcsence of' Commander  F a r r a n d  was  
fu l ly  v o ~ ~ c l ! e d  by I r i ~ u .  

The S t i ~ t e sof F l o ~  i t l , ~  a n d  A1:~l)arnn passed tlicir secession orili-
n:lncc on t l ~ c  1 1t l l  J a n u a r y ,  t l ~ e  news of wl~ ic l i  senclietl Pensaco la  
on t h e  cvcn iny  of tlie snirie ( lay,  bu t  was no t  linowll to m e  u n t i l  
cornrnanicntetl by tlic ( A ~ ~ n i l ~ i s \ i o n t  I l l : d  k n o w n  of t h e  election 1.5. 

of ' t lelcgatcs to  t h e  co~iven t ion ,  ;111tl th:it t h e  Union ciincliclatcr for 
t h i s  1rn1 ticnlnr county lint1 I X L  I cc tcd ;  n h n t  w o i ~ l d  be  t h e  act ion 
o f  tlie convention,  allti u l l a t  conwlucnces  wonltl flow from i t ,  \viis 
a, mere  m a t t e r  of' spccii1:~tioti. 33nt I c c ~h i n l y  hat1 no reason t o  
:~nt icipntc ,  m h a t e r c r  t h e  convention m i g h t  d o  i n  reference to  t h e  
q u c s t ~ o n  of's( crssion, t h a t  t l ~ e y  ~ \ o i ~ l drvitliont negotiation wi th  t h e  
Fedcr:d G o v e r n m e n t  :it once 1,1occctl to  t,ll;c h y  force t h e  proper ty  
of t h a t  G n v e r ~ i l n e n t  1oc:~ted wibi l in  its hortlcr u n d e r  t h e  sanr t inn  of 
the  ( lonst i tni ion : ~ n dI , L ~ , Y 'I'l~e1:rws of Nations ~f ' f intied no j n s i i -



fication for such R procedure, and  I therefore could not  anticipate 
an act  i n  flagrant violation of them. 

Much has  bcen said by t11e witnesses a s  to rumors of attack 
upon the  forts and yard for bercral (lays prior to the surrender, 
but they, l ike the  cliameleon, cliangctl their hue  a t  every turn.  
Lieut .  I rwin  s a p ,  "there were lulnors the  nicllt prcvions, bu t  
nothing was positively known unt i l  the morning of the 12th." 
Mr.  Lawton testifies, "tliat prior to tlie morning of the 12t11, he 
considered tliern niel e idle rumors;" Paymaster  Wal r ing ton  "ap-
prehended no danger until tlle nigllt Lefbre." Another witness 
deposes, "that  thosc who should liavc known tlcnied tha t  a n y  at-  
tack would be nlacle up  to 7 o'clock of' t he  morniug of t he  12th." 

T h e  history of the country u o u l d  be 5e:trclied in vain for ariotlier 
instance of a n  attack made ul)ori a govc ln~nen t  post, t l ~ u s  com-
mandecl and  occupied, by a uiilitary ar ray  of c i t i ~ e u s  acting un- 
der the  authori ty of Gtatcs, c i reu  in  tlie most solcmli Ill;~rlllcr. 

You are  not tliercfol e to test t l ~ i s  t~ nnsaction by the knowledge 
of events transpired, but  by the  condition of tliings a s  i t  ex-
isted wher~  I was called upon to tlccitlc. n'ozu we have a new 
chapter added to tlie expe~iencc of the country, then, tlie 11.ist shed 
no  single ray of l ight  to guide rue a n  my path.  I f e m b : i ~ r ~ w e c lby 
these events, so extsnoldinnry in the~nielves,  while thus  groping 
m y  way in the  (lark, lrly jntlgmcnt l ~ ~ s ,  i n  iornc th ings  bcen a t  
h u l t ,  just  and  generous 11ii11tls \ \ i l l  not IIC (11licIc to c~11.1ernn me 

How ibr tlic en iba~  rilssnic.r~tof Iny ])ositioli w,ls increased by the  
want  of fidelity in those whew duty i t  nras to  lrcep lnc l ) r o p c ~ l y  
advised ot 'cnrrent events, I leare, n i t l ~ r ~ n t  comment, to your tleter- 
mination; when, a s  Licut. G i l ~ n t ~ n  tcctifie5. J i r .  Slemnler stdted to  
me tha t  the  ofl ice~r on n l~oilrI I ( ' l i d  "u C I C  bn~ l ly  tlisdiilctctl to 
t he  Government," I icl,lictl, .'I tlioiight not. t l ~ c y  uoultl Lc t rue  
to  the  oaths they 11ntl t:~l;crl to su l ) l ,o~ t tllc Goverr~~ucri t ."  Com- 
mander F ~ l r a n c l  Licut. I:(~~JSII,L\B: b o  i;lr as L1i:ld heard, had  
born unsullied repi~tatiurrs i r l  tlic K < ~ v y ,  nud I kncw of nothing to  
justif'y the  m i t l ~ d ~ i ~ m , i lof Iny confitleucc. T'l"ts this confidence 
~ n ~ s p l a c e d ?  T>nes the evitlerlcc \\low tllnt tllcir x c t i ~ c  syml),~tlrics 
were with tlle invatlers? Jt  i i  fur ycn to jntlge; i t  is too l~aint 'ul  
for me  to cornn~ent on. E I I ~  show tllis, then  i f  the cviclcnce L I O ~ S  
you can rc:idily uutlrrstdnd ]iow destitute 1 \\.as lzft, not only of 
t he  physicid nrearis of tlcfeny, but  of' t l l i~ t  nlc3r1tal and 11101ul sup- 
port  so neccssal y to guide lny jndgrnerlt ant1 direct i r v  action. 

A s  s o r x  eviclel~ce of' tlre tli<l)ositior~ of' tlicisc t n o  officers, whose 
long identity with the  State ;nvc tllern a tliorongli lrnowlctlge of 
tlic 1)c)ople arid tile locidity, I ,ltlvc~t t o  tile order ~ i v c - n  by Com-
mander F c ~ r r ; m d  to tllc gllorrer to ~o to t l ~ c  magazine and  a f i ~ r d  
d l  the  infurmation iequiieil by t l ~ c  troops in  possession. The 
gunner  says, he was on  his way for this  purpose, bu t  was pre- 
vented hy t,he t r o o p ,  who were a t  t h a t  t ime entering the gate.  



By another witness it is stated, t ha t  when Lieut. Renshaw gave 
t h e  ortlcr to haul  clown the  flag, his answer to a ren~onstrance 
was, "MTe are  not linnling i t  (low11 to a n  enemy, but to our otun 
people." 

Having thus described the  means nt rng command, let  us now pass 
to the  question of ill(? invading force. This  is sliown to have con-
sisted, with but one escel)tion, of unifmmetl con~pitnies, well or-
ganized autl well :mnetl with ~riosliets, r i f h ,  ant1 revolvers. I t  i s  
known, from the  history of t'hc tiuics, t ha t  the Altiban~a troops hat1 
been armed from the  Mount Vcrnon arsennl, sitnate a Sew miles 
above RIobile, w l ~ i c ! ~  tile 1)iwaution of t l ~ e  last ad~ninist,ration liad 
well storetl w i t i ~  tho best of' warlilre ili~plcnlcnts, b11t wit11 no suffi- 
cient gnnrtl to (lef'entl theln. T l ~ u swcre the  Iiiearis supplied 1)y 
one tleibuselcss !lost of tlic G o v c r n n ~ e ~ tto  invade ariotller left 
equally tlefe~lseless ! 

Tlicrc is in t l ~ c  cvidencc some cliscrepancy as to the  numbers o f t h e  
invading force as they ap1)e:trcd u t  and in the  yard. I n  my report, 
rrintle a t  t,lie t i ~ n c  with the  best mwns  of' infornintion I conld ob- 
t,:tiri, I sttlted i t  to  be t'ronl 5 to 600, a n d  the  evidence given by  
t l ~ e  i~i t~nesses  t'iilly justifies tlmt estimate now. 

Paymaster Yl'arrington says, they wcre between 6 a n d  800; 
o t l ~ c ~wituesses, f'roni 4 to 500; wl~ilc two wcre as lorn as 300. One 
of' tliesc two, X r .  I-lnl~ter, nuiubers the  horse company a t  from 50 
to 75, wl~icll is t1oui)le wllat ot,lier witness states it.  Capt. 
Wi~ t son ,o f  t l ~ e  ru:~rines, says, abut 300 were quartered in  t,lie 
marine bitrri~clrs, occul)yir~g a l l  h u t  two roorus, tliat these remained 
there nntil t l ~ c  nes t  (lily, tlle l:',tll, w l~ i l e  Licut. Irwin testifies tlint 
ahout 3 o'clocli of' the  (lay of tile su~wnt le r  200 Stitte troops ~narclietl 
past his IIOIISC' a t  M'arrington on tlrcir way to t i ~ k e  possession of 
the  l ~ o s l ~ i t ; ~ l ,  thus  silowing the nlllnbcr to be 5i10. Tlie witnesses 
generally concur in s t : ~ t i ~ ~ g  there were seven coinpanics aver- t l ~ t ~ t  
ag ing  from 60 t,o 70 illen. 

1:ut tlle estin~ilte of' tllcw witnesses is confined to tliose a t  or in  
the  yard a t  t l ~ c  tinre of t l ~ c  snrret~(ler .  To tllis uuinber is there- 
fore to be atltlcd the t rool~s  wllo were then a t  the  ningitzine. 

r~l l m t  there was sue11 a force a t  the ~nagaz ine  is clearly shown 

by-
1st. I\ry Rclmrt to t,lic Sccretttry of' the  Navy, ofYereil in evidence 

by the  lwowu~t ion,  in wlricll I state: "On tlre nlorning of tlie 12th  
I was al)pris(!(l E)y a11 oflicer ol'tllc y:ml t lmt i~ fi)r~uicltrble rnilitnry 
fbrce I i :d  invested t,lie east gate,  Ilitving on their wily alreatly pos- 
sessetl t l~er~iwlves  ' I ,of' the n l a g i ~ z ~ n ( > .  

2tl. The  eviticucc of J l r .  Cool~or, the gunner ,  who tcstifies as to 
his being sent by Comniantler 1 ~ ; ~ r r : ~ n i l  to give a l l  infbriliation t o  
the  troo!)s ill possession of the  1 1 1 i ~ g i ~ ~ i l l ~ .  

:%I. 'I'lie evidence of' i\lcssrs. I.'orlcr, Ilixon, and Hunter,  t ha t  it 
)-





~ ( c l fa s  ,z m i l i t a r y  m a n  w h a t  ~ v z s  demnndct l  of m c  by thc exigency 
of' tlic occasio~l ,  a n d  c o n c l ~ ~ s i o u  mas t l l ; ~ t  a::.t. of niy , j ~ ~ d g ~ n e n t  
sncri Gcc of' illy ~ o t : : l i i a ~ ~ t l  wo~i l ( l  be  111it1cr sncli e i ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ ~ i s t i i ~ l c e s  re-
g;irtlctl a s  a n  act oi' r i~sl iness ,  \vlricli ~ v o n l d  f iud  n o  w a r r a n t  in  ~nili-3 

ant i  W O I ~ L \  s t and  con~lc~i inecl  t a r y  ~ w j ~ ~ i r c ~ i ~ c n t ,  by t h e  voice o i  
h u m n ~ i i t , y .  

I : L I I I ,  IIO:VCVC~,free to conli:ss t,E~crc were o ther  ~ o n s i d c r n t i o n ~  
wllicli s t ~ ~ u g t l i c > ~ ~ c t l  nie ill tile conclnsion a t  wi~ ic l i  I arr ived.  I t  ig 
well B11on711 t l ia t  i ~ l i ~ ~ l c ~ ( l i a t e l y  114'S o ~ ~ t l i011 Lllc ~)iws:~,ye Carol ina of 
h e r  orilinallcc of '  scccssion or] tlic 20th l )ccc~i ihcr  g r e a t  csc i tement  
prevailctl  t l i i ~ o ~ i ~ l r o ~ i t  :rll t l ~ c  g111t' Stntcs .  Yet  wi th  t l ~ e  small. 
m e a n s  known t o  be :it 1113' ~ Y I ~ ~ : L I I ( I ,  I w:ls lci't unairled a n d  wit,h- 
o u t  i u s t r ~ t c t i o ~ ~ s  t o  tile wislics of' t i le ( :o \vrn l i~cn t  t l ~ r o n g l i  t l ~ e  a s  
wliolc l)ciiotl, csceljt  iu tllc diwction "to 1 ) ~~i; ; i l :~i l tt o  protect  t h e  
puhl ic  ~ ) r o ~ w r t y . "  A t  n t ime  wlicn J l i s ror i t c~ l t  ant1 1:cbellion were 
raisilrg ti:eir l:itlco~ls f 'ror~t,  tlic cnrl)loyCcs of tl ic p r t i  were left for 
t w o  niorltllr; witlrout l ) :~y ,  and  sncli w:rs tlioir t lcs t i t~i t ion and tlistrcss, 
t h a t  111:~t l  to :~ssurl ic  t l ~ c  r e s l ~ o ~ t s i i ~ i l i i yo i ' i s s r ~ i n gtire ortlcr to 1'i~y-
mas te r  \\T:ii~i~iii$oll t o  i 'urnis l~ t,llcm tlie i:ieillls o f ' s~~bs i s te r lce  f r o m  
tlic C o v c r n ~ n c l i t  stores. I t  is riot, tliercibrc, w r y  s11rl)rising t l i i ~ t  
Co~nn~:ir i t lc i  in  s a y i n g ?  at+k'a,iri~i1(1 iilioliltl I I ; L ~ c 'fi'lt I ~ i i n s ~ l i ' j ~ i s t i G e i l  
s ta ted  i)y I,icut,. G i l m : i ~ r ~  "t i i ;~t  tlie y n i d  : ~ n l l  tlie fort 11x1 been 
slialnef 'r~lly rieglcctctl !)J tlic G o v c r n ~ n c > r ~ t ,  tirat,, i n  his opinion,  i ~ ~ l ( l  

t h i s  neglect  to reinfol,cc t,lie p i ; m  sl iowc~l  t l r i ~ t  t h e  C o v e r n ~ n e ~ i t ,  
l inowir ,g tile s t a t e  0 1 '  ; l i l X ~ :at; tile Sor~ t l l ,  (!id n o t  expect i t  t o  be 
dcfi.utlctl n ( w i n s t  i i  luri;e bi.,~r). of ~ I . O O ~ I S , "'kc.

?
E v e r y  tllin; I li::tl sccn or  Ircnrtl f'l.om t l ~ c  co~nrneucernent  oi' t , i ~ e s c  

i~ldic:~t[vl t h a t  tlre 1101icy of :Ire rzt lu~~inis tr i~t ior~t r o u i ~ l ~ s ,  was 
dircctctl wit11 ail  cyc s i ~ r g l c  to avoiil i s  collision b e t w e n  the troop8 

Civil w : ~ r  WRS pro-of' t h e  Urlitctl S t a t e s  tile S ta te  i ~ i i t l ~ o r i t i e ~ i .  
clairnetl to 1)e n c t  on ly  tlie g r w t c s t  of c i ~ I ; ~ t i ~ i t i e s ,  b u t  :LS t h e  s u r e  
m e a n s  Sir t h e  o v c r t l ~ r o \ v  ot' t h e  Gover~ll~icirit ,  of:~:itl tlic ~ ~ r e v e n t i o n  
i t s  e v e ~ ~ t ~ ~ d  011~ ~ c c o n s t ~ r ~ ~ c t i c m .tlris lmlicy t11.c a d m i ~ l i s t r : ~ t i o n  cf 

to tlle l ) r e s c ~ l t  the Covernunc~i t  is c;)ri!l~~ctctl  :i;oiuent. Government; 
bccn c:~1)t11:,cci, &vern:!~cut t : w s ~ ~ r cvessels 11a \~c  fccizctl, i t s  a r m s  

a p p r o p r i ~ t r d ,  i t s  forts t;iicc11 1)nssessiori 0 ; ;  i t s  :;111)pIy sllip fired 
in to ,  a ~ r d  i ts  s l r o ~ i g  c;,stles ~ c g ~ 1 : ~ i . l ~  1:c::ic~getl for t h c  purpose of 
s t n r v i ~ l gO I I ~tlrosc wlio Iiolcl tllcuii. Y e t  a l l  tltis llan t ~ c e n  submi t -  
ted to ! W h y  P I t  is rlot l ) c c a ~ ~ s e  t h c  Government is  eit,her un-
wi l l ing  or  nn:~l) lc  to  vi~ir!icnt,e i t s  Iionor ant1 "iliotcct tl:e p b l i c  prop- 
er ty,"  b i ~ tLocause conscio~is  of it>s s t rcng t l l ,  a n d  reco$nising t h e  
anorn :~ lons  clrnr :~cter  of tlie contest, i t  fbrbeius to  strilie a blow 
w l l i c l ~  wo~i l t l  l i g h t  t h e  torch of' civil w a r ,  arid destroy fbrovcr those  
f icc  iliutitut.ions w~ricll  mere fi11111tlctl i n  t ,~ir:wistlorn a n d  cemented. 
by t h e  i~luot l  of' t!~e iri1rnort:ll tleatl! W l r o  bclicves t:lat t311isGOV-
e r n n l c n t  would l i i ~ v c  sultruitletl to  such acts ,  o r  m y  of' t l ~ c l n ,  fiom 
the protxdcst nat ion of E ~ ~ r o p e ?For orre tit,hr,of mclr aggre~sionl~), 



the people of th is  country would have  rallied a s  one man,  tlrongh 
i t  were to ( 'meet t he  world in arms." 

I a m ,  theretbrc, perfectly free to  admit ,  t h a t  in having come to the  
conclusion, t ha t  m y  force did not  j ~ i c t i f y  a resistance, I W:IS 

strengthened by tlrc cot~sitler:~tions I I~itve mentioned. I t11:~lllt 
God tha t  m y  duty (lid not justify me  in in, iugr~rati i ig a civil v a r  I 
T h e  land is yet uustained by kindred I~loocl, and 1)atriotisrn nrxy 
still looli- with hope to the Suture, wlrcn tlrc unity ot tlic States will 
a p i n  hc llel~nlded by thc  stqrs ant1 stripes ot our f l ~ g ,  :ttrtl the  
strength of' the  Government be seer1 and  felt in tllc loyalty of i t s  . . 

citizens. 
Under tlrc 2cl snecificntion I am c h a r d  in this: Tlrist on the '7th 

J a t ~ u : ~ r y ,"having reason to appreliend the apl~ro;lcll oi :L Irostile 
force," I fi~ilrtl froin tha t  time to the  12tli "to take t l ~ c  o r t l i l ~ i l ~ ' ~  
antl prol)cr measures for the defense of the  ywt l  antl the  public 
prol~er ty  thereat." 

W h a t  are "ordin:~ry antl proper mcasurcs?" Tlris quehtion de- 
pends upon another;  wlrat is tlie force to be tlefentlccl ag<linst? 

I t  is not pretended by nle t h ; ~ t  I atteui1)lctl to t l ~ r o w  111) brcast- 
wotks or construct fortifications, so as  to rentlcr t l ~ e  ) art1 i n ~ p r e g -  
nnble against the attack of a l a y e  force. T h a t  111:~tl not the  means 
to  do this was determined on when I held thc corisultntion witll 
t he  army officers. Lieut. Gilnxin, as  nlie;t(Ij cited, tell.: you t h a t  
"it WRS a g r e ~ ~ l ,there mas no o t l ~ c r  point in the  11arl)or t l ~ a t  could 
bc dcfendcd tor any length of' time against  : ~ n y  conait1er;tblc force 
with tlre means a t  our disposal but Fo r t  l'ickens Hence i t  was 
tha t  30 of the picli-ed men of t l leyi~tt l ,  togctl~csr wit11 tile "Supply" 
anti "JVyandott," were sent to F o r t  Picliens to co-opcrate with 
tliilt post. 

Whi le ,  therefbrc, i t  is t rue I tliil not resort to means of a n  
extritordinary character, i t  is not true tha t  I did not itclol)t "the 
ordinary and prol)cr measures for tllc detense of' the  yal d and tlie 
public property t1iere;~t." 

It is stated by Capt. Watson,  of the  i\lalincs, t ha t  on the  9 th  I 
sent  for him ancl cautioned lrim "to be very vigilant, to lieep s 
br ight  look out, ancl to report to lrirli (me) any u n l i s ~ ~ a l  occur-
rence." T h a t  undcr my orders of' tha t  tli~te, lie postctl near t he  
nor th  gate a guard consisting of "a sergeant, corporal, t l ~ r a e  men, 
and a watchman, where there was usn,tlly Itcljt ,z wntchin;~n ~ t l l y . "  
T h a t  i n  adcl~tion,  "he also posted a sentincl a t  tlie end of t he  
wall  near the water, where there was a platforin, from which h e  
h a d  a good view outside o f t h e  ynrcl," with tire order rcceivetl from 
m e  "to permit no one to coinc ronntl the wall or go out$itle," and  
t h a t  early on the  mornin5 of thc 12th I L'sent  fur hiin t~rrd ordered 
him to hold the  nlarines In readiness on the  shortest iiotice." 

I t  is further established tha t  1 also gave t , l~is  order to be vigi- 
l a n t  to the  master  gunner,  and that the precaution wafi taken "four 





at,ivc answer. &'here, then ,  is tl ie c ~ i d c : ~ c c  ei ther  of' tleclnrntion 
o r  :let to cst;l!.)lisll tllis vital firct, t!l:~t betwccn t l ~ c  !fill :~n t l  12th 1 
TVas i n  "contyln7zl cx1~ccl~ltio7z" US a h r c e  wlricli 1 "bcliececl" c o d d  
:lot be ~ u i s t c t l? 

I',nt I 111:ly 11c xsketl wily, :is I Ir:itl n:,.rccc? tlint F o r t  I'ickcns was  
t h e  only !)lace tli:it coultl h! S I I C ( Y ! S S ~ I ~ ~ ~ \ .t!cibl~t?etl,1 ( l i t 1  !;:)t i'o-

m o r e  tllitllcl. wit11 illen a n d  lirol~:,rly? or h i l i ~ ~ g  t o  dv tlliq, r i i ' s t ; . ~ ~  
t b e  prol)er ty? 

Tile :Lrls\ser is,  tllxt in  tllc n5scncc ofor t l e r s  t o  t11:~t c f i , ~ t ,I ( l id  
not, r ~ g ; ~ ~ . ( it,lle clilci.gerlcy :is j l ~ s t  i!).irr g s l~c l i  n. c o n ~ w .  'l'ilc.1.c were 
r u m o r s ,  i t  is t m c ;  b11t 110;s i t  1 11i111 i ~ t c t l  u!)on ~ I I L ' I I I ,  i ~ l ) i ~ ~ ~ ( l o ~ l c ( l  
r l ~ y  post,  destroyed t l ~ e  p r ~ h l i c  l ~ r o p e r t y ,  :111tl f l w ~  10hntl ~ W O U C ~  hc 
u n t ~ u e ?  

Tt,ied on  s11c11 n c l i i~ rge ,1 1 0 \ s  i ~ n l m t ~ t i t  Il:~ve Iwcn tlic ~ ~ a i l t l  
effort to slricltl niysclt; ~!rrc!er tlic t l cc la~xt ion  of \vitrrcssos, t11:tt 
t,licy 11atl Irenrtl ru1nol.s oi'ari :~lt:it.Ii? I ~ v o ~ i l t ltllen l i i~ve  11cer1 tc,lil 
that :in oflicer conl(1 n o t j i ~ s t i i j  lriuiselt' in  : r l j i~ r ldo~l i t~g  Ilis post or 
des t roy ing  t l i q ) u b l i c  i~~.o!~c,rty:i;:i i~rrt wlric!~ t,lrc 1 : ~ w  (!cr~i:lili:cc~ t h e  
heiiviest 11e11i~lty :xi111 ~ ~ r ~ ~ t l i a l ) l e  IIpon S I I C ~ Iu~~ci , i , t : i i~ l  gl,o1111[1. 

T l ~ o l ~ g l ~l d id  no t  bclic>vc tliat lily lmst w~)rlltl  ever l)i: i ~ ~ v : u l c d  
b y  tllc mi l i t a ry  f'orces of tlic Stxtc ,  iictiirg i l l  i t s  nrtule a r ~ d  nlltlcr 
i t s  aut l ror i ty ,  a t  least i111ti1 tlicri: Ir:ttl 11cc11 n l ) r ( l l i ~ ~ i i  C O I I ~ I ~ I I -11i~1.y 
nicat ion wit11 tlie Federal  Govern t r ic~~t , ,t i111~ t~ll'oulir~;; ti111e to 
1eiir11 i ts  w i s l ~ e s ,I did :il~l~rclierrtl s o n ~ c  t l : ~ r ~ g ~ r  fro111 t l ~ c  lawlcss  
c~ I :~ I . :Lc~c~ '  i111i1 o ~ \ I L ' ~ ' s0f tile ~ I ~ I ~ ~ I I ~ J ' c c s  resitli'llt IICiLr tile ~xl .11 .  
A g a i n s t  ilrly i~rv:isiort by s n c ! ~a r i~ol) ,I I~iitl t i le incans to pi,otcct 
myself ' ;  a n d  a g a i n s t  s r~c l i  i i  coutingency, I d id  ntlo1)t the  o l d i r ~ a r y  
ant1 pKJ])er measures  of tlcicncc." 

T h e  dcst i tnte  nlld s t i~rvir ig  contlition of tllcsc ~ x v p l c ,  a r i s i u g  
frorn tlrcir nol~-]mytl lent  fbr two n ~ o n t l ~ s ,Iias 1)cc11 f'11lly tlesc~,ibctl; 
ant1 t h e  tlnngcr fro111 tliis s o n t w ,  sllown by tile evitlcncc of' l,icrlt. 
Qilnian, W I I O  s t i ~ t c s  tlriit, in  t,lie i l i t c~~viem r e k r r c d  to 1 s : ~ i d"I l i i ~ d  

ant1 tlliit tlrere \iriks:L 111l11~;t.yv e r y  s n ~ n l l  Iiicil.ns i ~ t  I I ~ L I V ~ ,  11101) o ~ l t -  
sitle." Cal ' t .  l'n1.1.iL11tl also st;~tctI tlrc S I ~ I I I C ,  \ V C ' ~ Cii11(1 s :~i( l  "it' t l ~ ( ! ~  
t o  o rder  n\\7il>r tlie in:irittes, tllcy wot~ l t l  be a t  t l ~ c  ~ n c r c y  of  tile 
h u n g r y  inob." Tllclrtl is,  tl:creIi)re, n o  i ~ l c o n s i s t c ~ ~ c y  bet,\vcen n1y 
d e t e r r r ~ i r ~ i ~ tion t l ~ i i t  P o r t  I ' ickct~s " n . : ~tire o111y 1)oi11t t l l i ~ t  co~l l t l  bc 
defended fbr a n y  I ( ~ n g t , l ~  of tiulc g gin st :L consitlcriil~le fi~rcc," a r l t l  
m y  remain ing  wit11 t l i ~ i i i ~ ~ i ~ l i c t l  iklrcc s t i l l  at  tlre gar t l ,  utltler t,llc 
belief t l la t  t h e  pnlolic p r o l ~ c r l y  could be  ilcikndctl : i g i ~ i ~ l s t  lnwlcss 
violcncc or  invasion. 

Utitl(?r tire secontl cilnrgc of  " t i isc~l~c~licncc of ortlcrs a n t ]  conclnct 
unlworr t ing  all officer, t h e  two sl~eciiic:itiotls :ire- 

1s t .  T l ~ i ~ t ,  ill1tlisobcyetl tlrc o ~ t l e r s  of :jtl , J ; L I I I I : L ~ ~  RCll(ling 
" t l ~ e  mi~r i r i r s  aritl otller men" to F o r t  I'ickclls. (TI lc  ];Ltter p i l r t  
of' th i s  specification being b ~ ~ t ,  n, rcl~ct i t ion of' wllat, llss been a].re;rtlg 
~tateclu n d e r  the head of' neglect o t ' c l ~ ~ t y . )  





t ion  a s  to w i t h d r a w  assistance, w h e n  it should  be mos t  needed by 
t h e  for t ,  t o  wit ,  wllctl i t  s l ~ o a l t l  be nttnclied. W h e n  t h e  vessel was 
anclioretl a t  t h e  fbrt fbr t h c  I>nrl)oPe of  co-opermtion, s h e  became 
p a r t  ""(1 parcel of tl lc fort itself'. A s h o t  fired a t  t h e  for t ,  would 
t h u s  be a sho t  fired a t  t h e  vessel. l Iom co11lt1 slle be s:~itl  t o  co-
opera te  wi th  t l ~ e  f i ~ r tif' th i s  were not  so? W h a t  1 intentled, a n d  
w h a t  i t  scerrrs to  m e  a fhir intcrl)rct:~tion .justJihes! by  t l ~ c  nsc  of 
t h e  mortls, "not t o  fire n g u n  unless  i t  be ac tua l ly  nt:cess:iry in t h e  
defence" of  h i s  vessel, W:LS t,lr;it i ~ c  was  uo t  to  columcncc t h e  a t -  
t ack ,  lmt  to  act  w l ~ o l l y  o ~ ?  t h e  t l r k ~ l s i v e .  

X ( ~ 1 1 ; ~ l l y  is t11c i ~ n l ) ~ ~ t : l t i o n  u n n ~ n r r i ~ r ~ t e l I  cont:liried i n  t h e  al lega-  
Iettcbr to I,ieut,. I:cat,l ,p~~i~n t ion ,  t.l~,zt n ~ y  \ViLS writtc'n " w i t l ~ o n t  t h e  

ktlo\vlctlge of' I , icr~t .  S l c m ~ i r c ~ ~ , "  :IS ofc o ~ l r c y i ~ l ~i t  does n c i ~ : ~ r g c  
secrcsy, ill111 :LII intention to violiite :L l )~ .ev io~ls  wit11~ ~ r i d e r s t i ~ r ~ [ l i r l g  
h i m .  l1l1at m y  let ter  \KLS wr i t t c~r  \;.it,llout 11is I i r rowlet l~c is 11o1ll)t- 
i e u  t rne ,  for 1 n;is  : ~ t  c l ~ ; ~ r t u stlle tiine in  ~ n y  ill t h e  S i ~ v y  Y i ~ r t l .  
w h i l e  lie mas a t  F o r t  I'ickcns. I3nt tlint i t  was issr~ctl wit11 t h e  
clcsigrl tll:it it,s contents 8\10111d be  Ircl)t fro111 t h e  knowledge  of 
L i e ~ ~ t , .Slelnmer is  w l ~ o l l y  fltlsc. T11el.e is n o t l l i ~ q  in tire evitlence 
t o  justif! s11cIl ; L I I  iml)rtt;ltiorl, nc>it l~er  in  tllc clraritcter of t l ~ e  let- 
t e r  itself, nor in  :illy h c t  s t i~ ted  l ~ y  t,l~(! witllcsses. ILis il1structio:is 
being to co-ol)eri~te wit11 1, ie~t t .  S l c ~ n i n c r ,  i t  wo111tl 11;tve h e n  not  
o n l y  l ) l ' o p r ,  I ) I I ~  ~ l ; i tu rx lI I C  s l l o r ~ l ~ l  then1 t o  Ililve corn~l~r~nic ; t t e i l  
h i m ;  : L I I I ~i n  tile absence of' a n y  evidcncc to tllc cou t ra rg ,  I presnme 
he  (lid so. 

I t  will  bc  o1)scrved t11:tt the  only evidence of t l ~ c  existence of t h i s  
let,ter is R copy f 'r~rrrisl~c(l SOby m e  to t h e  I ) c p : ~ ~ t r n ~ n t , ;  t h a t  if i t  
just,ifics tlrc inl l111t~~tion 1linve myself' contr ibuted t h e  fkatherI I ~ ~ C I C ,  
t h a t  wings t h e  a r row.  

Bcfb1.e cn~rclntlin:,., i t  is b11t jnst'to say ,  t h a t  hnd I dcsiretl t o  p o -
tect myself f'rc~nl y o n ?  jnt lgrnc~lt  (for so 1iL111 atlviscd by counsel) 
t!le I;LW of t h e  1:~1111 rne t,lie mos t  a m p l e  menus. : ~ f i ' ) r ~ l e ~ I  

By t h e  a c t  of' Cong,.r.ossof '  24111 Ji tnui i ry,  1857, i t  1:; provitlecl: 
"T11:tt no person e s : l t i ~ i ~ ~ e t l  ant1 test i i s i n p  be l i~rc  cit,ller I-Iousc of 
Congress ,  or i ~ n ycotlruritlee ofc,itlier House,  sllnll be Ire111 to nn-
r:nler c r i ~ n i n i ~ l l y  o rin  iilty cour t  of ' , j~~st>ice,  sd!jccL to m y  ~ m c d t go r  
f w f e i t u l - e ,  f'or a n y  i k t  o r  ac t  touclling which he  s h a l l  be requ i red  
t o  t~lstif'y," k c . ,  &c. 

I n  J i t s ~ u a r y  las t ,  u n d c r  subptx~nn fi.orri t h e  Spcalicr of  t h e  I Ionse  
of IZel)resentittivcs, I :~pl)c:ireci 1)cfore a. counlnittce of t , l l ;~t body, 
nncl w ; ~ s  tllerc r q n i ~ w l  to test,il:y, i ~ u t l  tlitl testily, a s  t u  t h e  very 
snl!jcct-n~;~tt,er I)eli,,.r.c yorl. on  wl l ic l~I iLi11 now ; t r l . i ~ i g ~ ~ e ( l  

l;ir\,i, ;LII(\ t11e YCWIIL, ~ ~ s i ~ r n ~ ~ l c'Yltc lttw o r  t > l ~ e  of onc of t h e  h i g h -  
t ofEci:~ls n ~ ~ t l c r  es t  ( h u c ~ x r n c ~ ~  it., wo111tl the11 11:ivc jrlstifietl rnc in 

n v ; ~ i l i n g  tnysclf' ot tllo i1111u11ni t~  t l ~ eroof of' tliis i 'xt w o ~ l l d  \ v l ~ i c I ~  
h a v e  nfi;)dctl.  T l ~ i s  ~ w r s o r l : ~ l  l ,rivilcgc, w i t h  ih  full  Itnowledge of 
my right 's,  1Irave deliberately wnivrd.  'L'hroughou t t h i s  tranfiac- 



tion, from first to  last, I have not shunned judgment,  but courted 
investigation. 1a m  not willing to hold m y  honor b y  mere toler- 
anco, I must  wear it i n  the broad l i gh t  of day  by the  judgment of 
my pwrs. I f  on my shield there is  a spot  o r  stain, I bear i t  here 
before yon, t h a t  you may mark i t  for public condemnation. 

F r o m  chilclliood to  old age I have borne the arduous duties of 
the  service, n ~ i l  been prond of the llonors which they conferred. 
H O W1 have served rny country the  records of the  I)cp;rrtment 
show. Through fifty-two years of professional trial I h , ~ v e  pdssed 
without one word of 'ccninle,  one mark  of disapprobation. 

My reputation in the  service f )r strict obedience to orders, at ten- 
tion to duty ,  and  personal g:~llantry pu t  i n  issue by the  advice of 

1111,sh e n  s~~s t :~ i i l c t l ,  rny eo11ns(~1, not by friznds sc!ectefl fbr t h e  pur- 
pose, but  by evcry mc~libcr of !he c m r t  which sit<; in j~lt lgrncnt on  
me. 

A reputation so c:.nrcwtcrii;ed, prolonsed throngh more t h a n  
h a l f a  century, i b  1110 k s t  answer m a n  may  o r c r  to a u g h t  t h a t  
affects his  honor. A single act limy deceive; a long life of duties 
f'ait11f'~illy disc11;trged cannot. 

Gentlemen, this  is not a, timo w!lcn tlie country can afford to con- 
demn t l~osc  rnllon1 te~nptatiori  11~1,s from her snpport. faile,l to t l ~ ~ t \ v  
I could a t  this  m o n ~ e n t  ha \  c been in commnnd a t  the  War r ing ton  
yard under another banner; but t l ~ eflag nhie11 the  eye of my boy- 
hood so lovetl to d\vcll on,  is  the flag 1sti l l  revere in  old age, a n d  
i n  i ts  ample  fi~ltls alone wil l  my hotly i n  death be transported t o  
"that  bourne from wlierice nil tr,~rel!cr rdturns." 

I have thus ,  I t r ~ l s t ,  in the spirit of fairness, commented on 
tlle evidence of t!lc caw .  In  doing this, I have "nothing cstcnu-
atcd,  nor sct down augh t  in malicc." A11 tha t  I have to ask is, 
t h a t  you will carefnlly b , t  tllc f icts  as  I have stated them, a n d  
matarely consider the  conclniiorls I have drawn.  

I f  tlierc arc1 i o ~ n c  circnrnit,~ncc; in t i l i ~  transaction not  fully ex- 
plained, remcnll)cr tllat tho,c whose evidence was most iml)ort:~nt 
to  me  are now be) onct the reach of' tltis conrt. T h e  power which i n  
i t s  expiring nlolncr~ts sunlnlonctl you here was the  same tha t  in hot  
llaste accepted the r ~ s i ~ r i a t i o n s  uf my  officers on the  very (la tr they  
were rcccivcil, t l l i~ s  g i \  i n ?  t l ~ e ma n  honorable discharge, a n d  de- 
priving rile of' tile rtie:lni of' t l ~ f ~ l l i c .  

One word lrlorc ant1 1 a in donc. Publ ic  opinion in  many  por- 
tions of our country is sln,lrting under the  belief t ha t  there has  
becn a want  of  c6ciency,  ant1 perhaps loyalty, in dealing with the  
Bevolntion \vllicl1 ill n f'cw i,rief'ii~ontlls has wrcnchccl seven of the  
s tars  froin our 0nc.c gl,)rio~ir galaxy. Thcrc? naturally spr ings  
from this a desire t l l ;~ t  ille (J)vernrncnt sho~l l t lvindicate itself, a n d  

its energy in  solnc form. A t  the  full flood of th is  tide of 
opinion my case in a l l  i tu  politic'~l rc1,~tions and bearings is  to  be 
tried by a boily ofricersjealous of t he  honor of t he  scrvicc, 
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and naturally desirous to evince their own promptness of action. 
As  men chosen to be my judges I solemnly charge you to guard 
yourselves against such considerations, and be watchful, lest your 
minds be tempered through such influences. 

I protest against being made the victim of a supposed poIitical 
necessity. I protest still more against the sacrifice of my rights or 
my honor to the rehabilitating 0:' the  character of any man, or 
set of men, however exhalted may have been their stations. 

If public sentiment must be appeased by a victim, on whose 
head the sins of the nation are to be borne into !he wilderness, let  
h im be chosen from the fjithless, and not taken from the loyal. 

To you, my I'ecrs and Comrades in arms, I now in  full confidence 
leave the vinclication o f tha t  honor which so long a life has estab- 
lished, and without which life itself is worthless. 

Exclude with jealousy all collateral influences, examine with 
care the facts, considerately weigh the argument, and then "JUDGE 
YE AS YE WOUW) BE JUDGED!" 



EVIDENCE AS TO GENERAL REPUTATION. 

The  following question was propounded to tllc several members 
of the court: 

"Are you acqunintcd with the general reputation in  the service 
of Commodore Armstrong, for obedience to orders, strict attention 
to duty,  and personal gallantry?" 

ANSWERS. 
Commodore Sl~ubrick. 

I have neve: heard anything derogatory to his character in  these 
respects. I served mith him in the "Washington 174," the  F lag  
ship of the Mediterranean Squadron, from 1815 to the summer of 
1818; we were both lieutenants. I was the  senior and he one of 
the  juniors. His character was that  of a good and gbttmtive of- 
ficer. 

C'ommocZore Gregory. 
I have known him from 1809, when he first entered the service; 

I have been several times employcd on the same station, and onco 
aboard of the same ship. I never heard his character questioned, 
:ts to either of the pi-ticulnrs enquired of; and I may add, from 
my intimate knowledge of him, it could not be questioned. 

Commodo~e Stringham. 
I have known him over 45 years. His general character on 

those points never was questioned; i t  was perfectly correct. I have 
served mith him i n  the same squadron, but never in the same 
ship. 

Commodore Mervine. 
My personal acquaintance with him is very limited, never hav- 

ing served with him in  tho same ship. I n  1811 I was a midship- 
man on board the Syrcn, and he mas attached to the flotilla lying 
in the Mississippi, off' New Orleans. I left in 1812, and my im- 
pression is, he took part  in the battle of New Orleans. His repu- 
tation in  the particulars enquired of is good, and B know he is very 
highly esteemcd by officers of high standing. 

Commodore Crabbe. 
I have known him since 1816 '1'6, but was ncver associated on 

duty, except as a member of a court-martial. I always understood 
his general reputatiou was good as to Lhe 1)oints mentiorred, .Ha 
was always regarded ad a very gallant officer. 



Commodore Breese. 
My acqunintance commenced i n  1815. F r o m  tha t  time, for 15 

or 75 nl(, I ; I I ~ ,wv served together on board t l ~ e  'bWasll ington 74." 
Dur ing tha t  1,eriotl 111s reputation as n good autl correct officer was 
uniml)e:~ched, and his persont~l c o ~ r : ~ g r ~  uutlou1)tetl. 

I have  I l t d  but  occwional intercourae with I~irii since that  time, 
lrut I believe the  public opinion in the  scrvicc has rcruaiucd to thc  
same efkct. 

Commoclore I'aulding. 
I have kuown him nbont 38 years; have served with I ~ i m  three  

years ancl a half' on the s tme  ship. TIe was a good officer, and at- 
tentive to duty as 1st  lieutenant. II is  reputatiou for gallanty and  
obedience to orders, I never lieard irnl~eaclied. 

C70nzmotlo~eIlli,luney. 
I have never been associated with h im on duty ,  but  linve known 

h im many years. H i s  general reputation is tha t  of a brave a n d  
excellent officer. 

Commodore Jarvis. 
I have known him for about 30 pears. I lmvc ncvcr wrvetl with 

h im.  His  general reputation has always \wen tliat of a gal lant  
and  efficient offcer. 

Captain niicl~olson. 
I have known him since 1823. TVe served togethcr as messmates 

Xand  lieutenants over three ant1 a h l f  ~ L I on the  ' ' i 'rig,~te United 
States," Commodorc Hul l .  I llnvc always loo1;ctl upon him as a 
gallant  and  efficient officer, ant1 never hcarcl these qud i t i c s  denied 
to him. 

Cuptain Hdl. 
I have known him since 1815. I inatle two short crnises with 

h im,  from 1815 to 1818, and llave not heen since associated on 
duty, t l ~ o u g hI have met liirn a t  intervals. 80 far ;L\  I know of 
his general reputation in tlie scrvicc, i t  is t l ~ a t  of a rorrect a n d  
zealous officer, and  I have never heart1 his lxrsonal gc~llitutry ques- 
tioned. 

T h e  same question was proponndcd to Con~lr~antler  Andrew H, 
Pootc, who was called as u witness by tllc prosecution, to which 
'he :~nswerecl as follows: 

I have been acquait~tccl with Colnlnotlore Armstrong since 1824. 
I served t ~ o  crniscs with him; one in tlle same ship, ancl one while 
commanding a vessel attached to the squadron under his command. 
A s  a n  officor of pcrsonal courage and  gallantry,  I never licard h i m  
questioned in  the service. I consider him a very strict construc- 



tionist, and desirous of serving the Government to  the  best of his 
ability; cautious before acting to give every subject a good deal of 
consideration. I had an opportunity of witnessing his bearing 
wl~i le  untler fire on the occasion of the attack upon the barrier forts 
in the River Canton. I n  ascending the river for that  purpose, the  
Levant got aground. At tliat time he was so ill that  the fleet sur- 
geon and a11 of us thought his life would terminate before the  
cruise. There nut being water enough for his Flagship, he trans- 
ferred his flag to the  Portsmouth, then under my command, and 
I was directed to put the ship in position, as he  was too ill and 
could not well see. After casting off the towing steamer, we ran 
up 4 or 500 yards under fire towards the fbrts, and came to anchor 
490 yards from the heaviest and most effective of them; we then 
opened fire, which lasted fbr more than two hours, and until  the  
forts were silenced. Commodore Armstrong during tha t  time 
stood on the poop in an  exposed place with his spy-glass in hand, 
callin8 to me occasionally to tell me of the effect of certain shots, 
admiring the accuracy of our fire, and the danger i t  was effecting, 
exhibiting throughout as much coolness and bravery as any one 
could do on such an occasion. These forts mounted 176 guns, 
though they did not all bear upon our ship. T h e  reaction after 
this exposure was so great that it culminated in a violent attack 
of plurisy, and tho flect surgeon insisted upon his return to  his 
















