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PIRACY & MURDER, &e.

The following narrative of Piracy and
Murder 1s re allv a Tale of Horror, and
in bloody atrociousness, exceeds even the
most inthuman and barbarous cruelties that
were ever recorded on the criminal annals
of time—No parallel can be found for it!
and it is indeed a melancholy reflection,
that the depravity of human nature, at this
fate period of the world, should instigate
man, for a little sordid wealth, regardless
of every social tie, and deaf to the repeat-
ed calls of mercy, remorseclessly and by
acts of wanton butehery, to deprn e of life
all that may lucklessly stand in the way
of its attainment.

Such however, was the case with these
mhuman wretches., No life—no obstacle,
rould arrest these blood-thirsty and ava-
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Hetous demong from their despe
~—{he Captuin, Pm’xeﬁgem el Crey,
wWere :.111;(:1'11:1!,013,/ sacrificed to tle comple-
Lon of thejy hellish pirpose. '
The Brig Crawforq, Captain Henry
:ﬂrig‘htman, sailed from P*«’I;zi;anzas, for N,
York, on the 28th of May, last, with tle
follog ing Persons on boapd -

tate degiop

Edimung Dohsm], MMuie,

Mr, — Eobingon, i%"f;p{:r(;wgoa

Joseph Dolliver Marines.
liver Pottep a0,

Asa Bicknelj oo,

Nathanie} p. Deane, d

0.
Stephen Gibbs, (colored) Cypj.
Ferdinand Ginou!hiac,
Mr—

Passenger,
(an irishman) oy,
tAlexander Tardy,
elix Barbeito,
Jose Hilare Cesares,
Jnseph Mirandi,

he four Jagt were the Pirateg

derers, who all eame op bo
gers,

and muy.
ard as passop.

'—‘—MM\"”\

It has since been ascertained that gy Passenger was My
~ . 2 A

LDRIDGF, ”()LLow,sy, of Nor, Kingston, " ipos Bland, why

120d resided sopme grarsal Matanzas, g Was veturnin g 1g

B8 fanaly,

.

< Tardy committsg Sureide hefore taken, 4y, custody,

———

L
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The Particulars of the Massacre,
Manner of Arrest, their Trial, .
will be found in the sequel.

1
It 13 scarcely possible to conceive &
more atrocious and bloody act, than the
trial of these three Pirates discloses. The
records of the Buccaneers in the West In-
dies can hardly exhibit any thing more
horrible, in respect to the deliberate ma-
lignity of the plan, or of the fell barbarity
of its exccution. It appears from the evi-
dence of the mate of the Crawford and Mr.
Gincuihiae, the French passenger, that
these abandoned wretches went on board
the brig, for the express purpose of pi-
rating the vessel, and of course mastering
her crew. They went prepared with false
papers to disguise her character after the
fatal deed was dene. Poisen was resorted
ton the first instance by the atrocious
‘T'ardy to assist the execution of his scheme
—and the knife and the musket and
drowning were employed to consummate
bis desum———omnloved under such circum-
stances of unicelmw and merciless cruelty, |
as almost to stagger the belief of the hu-
a*
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man nund. And after the perpetration of
their bloody purposes, what savage yells
of joy and triumph escape the monsters !
So irresistible indeed was the evidence of
their guilt, that their able counsel was
Qompelied to throw up their cause in ut-
ter despair—as a gentleman of the bar,
declared that there was not even grounds
to conceive the possibility of a shadow of
a defence.

In Loundon, this narrative would furnish
~ themes enouoh to employ whole columns
; fnewspaper. Every circumstance of the
atrocity would be ehbomtely noted and
commented on. The retail sellers of news-
papers would hawk them through every
large town in the kingdom. Ballads
would be written to tell the horrid deed:
and the countenances of Pepe, and Couro,
and Felix, would be struck off and exhi-
bited at all print shops. This tale 15 sufli-
ciently tull of its own horrors.  We can-
not however forbear to add, for the
gratification ofthose who may unot have
the opportunity of secing them; that the Pi-
rates arc not very tall nor very powerful
men—~>Pepe andCouro are well built, and
rather stout men, with dark and desperate
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countenances; Felix is of a more slender
stature, more Italian than Spanish in his
looks; and we should never have sus-
pected him of being a murderer. Ie has
a gentlemanly look, and was styled by his
companions Don Felix Barbeito—le has
a brother at the Havana. Of all the.
prisoners, he was the most agitated at the
Verdict of the Jury. We cannot beg for
mercy for any of them. The adminis-
tration of Justice will go on; nor, can we
drecam for one moment that there is the
slightest chance of arresting the doom of
thc condemned.

There 15 one thing which we would re-

spectfully suggest.  If it be true, as the
eudence states, that Vardy had obtained
fictitious papers from the Customn House at
Yavana, does not the President owe it te
the Umted States, as well as to the civil-
ized world, to obtain an authentic state-
ment of the fact, and make a formal re-
presentation of 1t to the hpamsh authoeri-
tieﬂ? The Custom bHouse officer, whe
13 capable of such an abuse of office de-
serves not only to lo-o his place, hut it he
suspected the purpese of the paper, his life.
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The peculiar circomstances connected with the ease of the
Brig Crawtord, which will be de\'clopc(} in the se quc], induced
Uhief Justice Marshall to hold a special term of the Federal
Court for the Fifth Cireait and Eastern District of Virginia, for
the &rial of the three Spaniards. The Court was held on the
3th instant @ the most material witnesses not being present, it
was adjourned from day to day, until their arrival from New-
York. ” After they had arrived, four indictments, one for Piracy,
and three for Murder, were sent to the Grand Jury, who. after
an examination into the testimony, returned a “ a true bill,” as
to ench,  The three prisoners, viz : Pepe, otherwise called Jose
Hlilario Cusaris ; Couro, otherwive called Joseph Mirando, and
Felix, otherwise Felix Barbeito, were all charged in the first in-
dictment with Piracy, and in each of the others, with the wur-
dor of some one of the persons who were slaughitered by them.
The Court was adjourned until the 16th to give the prisoners
time to prepare their defence, 'Fhe prisoners having been ar-
raigned, pleaded not gnilty to all the indictments.—DMr. Stanard,
District Atterney for the United States, conducted the prose-
ention,  The Court assigned Mr. Leigh, in addition to M,
Schmidt, who appeared as Counsel {or the arraigned.

Mr, Schimidt moved for the postponement of the trial, on the
ground that there existed great excitement against the prisoners
and that tiine was desired to obtain evidence to prove that the
representations of one of the witnesses before the committing .
Magistrate as to occurrences of Matanzas are not strictly cor-
rect—and that the prisoners occupy such a station in sociely as
to make it improbable that they would be guilty of the offences
charged. 'The Court overraled the motion.

In compliance with a wish expressed by the prisoners they
were (ried separately ; and consequently the testimony, hcing
the same in cach case, was 1epeated by the witnesses on the
three several trials.  One of the material witnesses being una-
ble to speak the Eunglish language, and the prisnners under-
standing only the Spanish, Mr. Adolphus Crozet acted as inter-
preter on the two first, and Dr. Lemosey, on the last trial.

In cach case Mr. Stanard stated, at some length, the facts and
circumstances he expected (o be disclosed by the testimony ; le
was followed by Mr. Leigh, who explained the dutics whick
had devolved upon himselt and associate by the assignment of
the Court.

Fidmund Dobson, the first witness called, was the Mate of the
hrig Crawford.  ¥Frow his testimony we collected the following
tacts, which we give without pursuing the order of his narrative,
«r extending the Statement by pursuing the cross examinaticrs
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that were had.  The Beig Crawiord was built at Troy, and re-
gistered last at Providence, frem which port she sailad about the
St of April, tor Matanzas, in the Island of Cuba.—Capt. lienry
Drightinan, master, himself, mate, and Joseph Doliver, Qliver
Potter, Asa Bicknell, Nathaniel P. Deane, and Stephen Gibbs
{coloured cook.) mariners.  After discharging their caigo at
Batanzas, the Captain told him he expected to have some pas-
sengers who were foreigners.  About a week before they sailed,
Alexander Tardy came on board and staid all night but return-
ed to shore the next day. Dut while taking ow board theie
homeward carzo, Tardy remained on board several days. He
thinks it was about three days before they sailed, the prisoners
Felix and Couro came on boavd bringing a small iron-bound
hox, said to contain wmoney.  The witness was ordered to put it
under the eaptain’s birth, in a locker, which he accordingly did,
iu the presence of T'elix, who seemed satisfied with this disposi
tion of it.  ¥'rom that time 'til} the vessel sailed Felix remained
on board, during which time much of the cargo was taken in.
In the course of the festimony the history of this box seemed to
have an important bearing on the trials, and the witness was
cross-examined respecting it.  He sald he never saw or knew
any thing of it afterwavds’; and did not think that it could possi-
bly bave been brought from below, put on board the hoat, and
sent ashore, without Felix or himself knowing it. He had un-
derstood from the cook, who was a black man, that it bad been
removed.  And by copsent, this hearsay testimony was permit:
ted to be related ; and the witness said, he was told by the cook
that Felix had caused the box to be removed to a lecker under
the cupboard, and afierward to Felix's own apartment—and
that this occurred bejore they left the bay of Matanzas. Pepe
came on board the day before sailing. The passengers being
all on board, the vessel was moved out a little from the other
shipping where she remained until her papers were obtained,
and there was no longer any cause ol delay.  She sailed on the
28th of May.

Nothing remarkable occurred until the morning of the Tst of
June.  They breaktisted about 8 o'clock. Tardy seemed to
be somewbat officious on the occasion,  He helped the witness
to some {ried eggs and ham and a how! of chocolate.  Witness
spilt some of the chocolate. Tardy insisted upon it, and ac.
tually replenished the bowl. Afler hreaktast he retired to the
state room 1o get some rest, having been up all night, He
soon felt very giddy in the head and sick at the stomach.,  The
Laptain soon came down, and whenhe ascertaived his sitaation,
nvited Tardy, who profassed to Lo 2 Roctor, to come dowi
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and see bim, Tardy did so : said that he was bilious and pre-
posed an emetic.  Mr. Robinson the supercargd, advised him (6
have nothing to do with his medicine, and he determined to de-
ter it until the next morning. lie came on deck and laid onu
mattress where he remained all day quite sick, and vomiting oc-
casionally. In the evening Robinson told him he had no doubt
but that ‘T'ardy had given themal! poison ; and that, for the fu-
ture they must eat nothing but what was served up by their own
cook ; that Couro had come on board in the capacity of a ser-
‘f,f‘“t’ a.nd that he wmust be made to cook for the Sp:miurds.
T'he witness had no suspicion at that time of being poisoncd as
the cook had not told him of Tardy’s agency in cooking the
breakfast. In the evening about 8 o’clock he went into the cabin,
and found the Captain quite unwell with the asthina and &
cough ; who invited him to slecp along side of bim, and said
flobinson would stay in the same cabin with them.  As the
weather was warm and he felt some solicitude about the vessel,

he declined, and came on deck where he lay about four hours :

or to about 12 o’clock, when Dolliver, one of the seamen, came (o
the relicfof the man at the helm. There ‘was no tmoon and the
night a clear star-light night.  He gave D. orders to apprise
him of any change in the weather, and then slept, he thinks un-
til betsveen 1 and 2 o’clock, when he was suddenty awoke by a

noise, the cause he did not understand.  He ran forward, and as”

£oon as he got a li‘tle beyond ihe windlass, he saw a man with a
knife in his hand by whom Lie was severely stabbed in the shoul
der, (the witnesses’s arm was still ina sling.) In a state of
great excitement and alarm,lie ran across the vessel where he
found Potler, a sailor, standing ina reclined position, who said
Le was stabbed, and asked if they could goi no gssistance !

(£ [ . . ¥

The witiess seized a handspike from the long boat and at
i(;,n&lpted to get into the main rigging.  He foynd Dolliver and.
Potter had ascended before him, and the blood (rom their

zvounds was streaming down like rain cver him and the rigging.
He saw a man about this time lcaning azainst the railing, who

a short time fell as he believed dead-—thought it was the capi;

aond spoke llo him, but got no answer ; ke had since understou
it was not the capt.  Whilst in this situation Potter fainted, an

the witness and Dolliver prevented him from falling. Dolliver.

told bim that T'ardy came to the helm, looked into the Linpacle
3“@ about, but excited no suspicion in his mind : then suddenly’
F‘“.“’,t him very badly in the throat, and took the helm from hin:

bilst at mast head head, witaess heard Robinsou and Nathan
gz‘erboard and in the water. He knew them by their voices.
They were in greot distress, and implored to be permitted to
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#ome on boatd, but the Spaniards said ne, no, no. Robinson
kept rather off, hut Nathan came near the vessel, and entreated
that a barrel,.a plank, or an oar might be thrown overbesrd to
bim, that he Tight prolong his existence in this way for a litde
while, under the desperate hope of snccour irom some vessel hiat

ossibly inight pass him. Bat his entreatics d:d net in fie
least move the hearis of the Spaniards.  Vhey refsed anld even
attemnpted to plunge a barpoon, or somsz sucn instruinent inio
him, and (o strike him with an car. Finding his sunplica 3
s0 inhurnanly received, he sought and remuined with Robws
until they were both exhausted and sunk o rise vo inors. The
wilness also heard two bodies thrown overboard. He next
heard the Spaniards falking about him. and Fardy sonm agh
if he was above and was wounded, and told him to
Te refused 1o do so, saying if he did they would i
he preferred staving where he was and dying sith his
maftes. Vardy told hum the Spaniards said they would not Lo
bim, and that if he would comne down, he would give lnm s
word of honor he would besale. Oune of his sbipates hegzed
him for God's sake nottcgo down to be bulchered: he however
did so, upon Tardy's assurances.—Afler getling o deck,
Tardy and the three  Spantards came around him. Terdy
questioned him about the box of meney 3 and said that the cap-
tain, before they sailed from Matanzas, had sent the money on
shore; and that the Spaniards had determinednot te come to
the United States and have a suit ahout it but to seize upon the
vessel and do theinselves justice. Ile agreed that he weuld as-
sist them in navigating the vessel. At his request he was then
laid down by them, and Tardy ordercd up the medicine chest
to dress his wound ; but the Spaniards, as he understond them,
said no, no, time enough yet. Tardy having ascertzined from
hiin who else were alolt, ordered them to come down, one at a
time. Aftera while Dolliver came cdown. Tardy siocod at the
helm, and the Spaniards went round Dolliver, and after scme
conversation among them, lie saw Couro stab Dolliver. Pepe
thentan ypon him; and stiiking him i the breast Le fell over-
hoard. He heard Dolliver call to Potter from the water, and
tell Iim not to come down .for if he did the barbarous wretches
wonld kill bim. Some shert time after, ke hesrd Potter tumble
irom the mast head and fall overboard withett a groan.

After day light, Pepe and Couro loaded two muskets, went
forward and called up a man (Bicknel) nom the forecastle, who
had no shirt on, and seemed to he wounded, having something
tike a handkerchief tied round his breast.  While Bicknel was
sitting on the rail, one of them fired a musket at him, and he fel

S
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overboard. The other then {ired, and the witness thought hit
him, for he heard bim groan heavily. I'hey then called down the
Cook who had hid hiwself, and was until then unperceived in
another part of the rigging, ordered him to 2o to work cooking
breakfast, which he promptiy obeyed. ‘T'he witness saw a
Lnite lashed to a sieff 5 two of the Spaniards were without
shirts, and besiceared with blood, with their bloody knives
sticking in giré'ns about their wuists. T'here was a bottle of
spirits sdting not i fioin where be wes, to which the Spaniards
went and drank.  Tardy, observing that the witness was over-
powered by the horvid huichery hehad witnessed, and the ap-
iling sight of the biocd thirsty mensters, then exulting in the
s of their more than savage cruellies, atiempted to allay
his fears, by 1eiling hita that these »paniards had heen drinking
all mght and were not yet drunk, snd that notwithstanding what
Liard bappened, and the appearance of their knives, they would
not burt him 5 and he ['Fardy] pledzed himself again to that ef-
fect. 7'he Pirates then went to work in destroying all the pa-
pers belonging to the vessel, which were thrown into the sea.—
T'he leaves of the bibles belonging to some of the men were
torn out and also thrown overboard, as were the gen clothing of
the sailors.  During this destruction of these evidences of the
character of the vessel, Tardy and the ¥paniards kept up a con-
stant buzzaing ; exulting and bragging of their exploit.

The vessel was all a gore of blood 5 her deck, masts, spars,
sails, &c.  The cook was made to take buckets of water and
wash it way ; where it could not be gotten off the sails, &c. he
was made to paint them over, so as to hide it.  Fepe, after one of
ihe other Spaniards had fixed the rope, hauled up the dead hody
of the Iiish passenger from below, which was thrown overboard.
The corvmand of the vessel was assumed by Tardy, who krew
very little of navigation ; the Spaniards knowing notbing about
it, not being able ever to splice a rope. The services of the
witness were therefore necessary to them. From what he had
seen of the men, in whose power he was, he was preparced to ex-
ecute any order they might give bim, even if it had been to
throw himseli'into the deep. He therefore, obeyed themn ; but
with the faintest hope imaginable of ultimately gaining his free-
dom, or saving his life. During the dreadful scene, the French
passenger was near Tardy at the helm, and showed every mark
of suffering and sympathy. Tardy told the witness that ihe
Frenchman was a good and intellizent man, and would be of
some service to them.

. Tardy showed the witness a complete set of Spanish papers
for the vessel, representing her te belong to the port of Havana,

& v
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heund by way of Matanzas to Hambarg in Furope. ("1 hese
papers were exhibited in Court as part ot*the gvid&nc_e, to show
that the piracy was planned, and the mode of exccuting it, ar-
ranged before the prisovers lelt Matanzas. The genuinesess of
the papers had no bearing on the case ; and we have no means
of judging that point, for maritime csses are of rare occurrence
in Richmond.) ~ Tardy told the witness be had paid nine doub-
loons for them, and if the government knew he had procured
them, the officer who gave them to him would Jose his place.
He explained his ‘ntention to the witness, of going to Hamburg,
and conversed with him about the course tosteer, the condition
of the vessel, her stores, &c. Felix appeared 1o be next inau-
thority. and also said they were going {o Hamburg, and intima-
ted to ihe witness that Le shonld share equally inthe proceeds
of the cargo in Hamburg with himself and Tardy. But asto
the other Spaniards they were to have only a little, as they were
inferior sort of men. This the witness was made to understand
by signs.  They then procceded to dress his wound, and after
the sun became oppressive o him on deck, he was removed into
the cabin, on reaching which he fzinted. When he revived,
he heard a noise, and looking rovud, observed that Felix was
hreaking open his chest, He told him where to find the key,
which was procured, and the chest opened. His sea-clothes
were taken out and thrown overboard, some trifling articles of
clothing were taken with his pocket-book, and a small sum of
monev. The money was carried to the state room, and put into
a common stock, composed of the money they got hold of. (The
pocket-book was found in possession of Felix, when taken by
the officers from Old Point, and was in court.)

The witness here related the conversation between himself and
Tardy as to the 1mprobability of getting to Hamburg without
mariners, and with the small stock of provisions they had. It
resulted in a determination to make the nearest poit in the Uni-
ted States, and to take in hands and provisions: and they sailed
for St, Mary’s which they bad nearly reached—but owing to
contrary winds, they could not make.” The wind was favorable
for going to Savannah or Charleston, but Tardy would not cou-
sent to go to either port. He had resided at one place and failed
there in business, and was known in both too well to venture to
return to either.  They then determined 1o sail to the Chesa-
neake, and barely call at the first port for men and provisions.
The witness here gave a long account of what occurred after
they entered the Capes, and belore they arrived at Old Point.
They were spoken by four different pilots, all of whom Tardy
wefused, The last, however, attempted 10 go on hoard, and

e
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‘FTardy was induced by the witness to permit it, to prevent sugs-
picion, as the name of the vessel had been effaced the day after
the murder of the crew. But before the pilot boarded, Tardy
gave orders to the Spaniards and witness how to deport them-
selves, o asto avoid the possibility of discovery® He conjured
the witness not to betray him, he had saved the witness’ life,
and he must be true to him. The witness says he quieted his
fears, and was clapped on his breast by Tardy, who declared
he was just as him, &c, The other details are unimportant,
"The vesscl having been brought to anchor off old Point Comfort,
Tardy announced his intention of going on shore, and promised
the witness a good mess of eggsand fresh meat, for he had been
living on salt provisions long enough. 'Lhe witness said he had
no idea of staying on board that night if by any stratagem he
could get ashore. He had seenone or more bundles of iron tied
up, and had previously ascertained from Tardy, that they were
in readiness to sink the cook when they killed him. The three
Spaniards and the cook were sent aloft to reef the sails, and he
‘proposed to Tardy to assist in getting the boat ready, and bring
it along side for him. His proposition was consented to with re-
juctance, and he got into the boat to take out the plug to let the
water that was in her escape, and desired the French passenger
should take one rope and Tardy the other and let the boat down.
This they did. As soon as he teuched the water instead of
bringing her along side, he made for the shore with all his
strength. He knew there were no loaded arms on board, and that
he was safe. Tardy asked him as he was going off; if he would
betray him, he answered no, and hastened to the shore, where
he related the sad story to the officers in command and entreat-
ed them to go on board immediately that they might save the
lives” of the Frenchman and the cook. He had noticed the
aversion shown by the Frenchman to the Spaniards from the
tatal 1st of June, and that he avoided all intercourse with them
as much as he could—and the witness felt a deep interest in the
preservation of his life.

Mr. Ferdinand Ginculhiac, the next witness examined is a na-~
tive of the province of Languedoc in France, and has resided as
a merchant in Matanzas for seven years. He is a man of gnod
countenance and deportment, and s unable to speak a word of
{inglish. Hesaid he knew nothing of the brig Crawford until he
took his passage on board of her. Besides hinself there were six
passengers and the supercargo—Tardy—the three Spaniards—
and two men who spoke English. He did not think he had ever
before seen Tardy or the three Spaniards to know them. flis
detail of the circumstances and time of sailing, and of the event
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of the bulchery of the Caplain and crew, in nearly all the mam
particulars, cerresponded exactly with the testimony of Jdv.

Dobson. It is unnecessary o recapitulate those parts of this tra

ical story that have been already told. The witness saw some
things which Mr, Dobson did nof. and as he understands Spanish
and knew more of the couversations and intentions of the des-
reradoes~but we shall omit those parts of his testimony thut
{mve been embraced above, He stated that he bad come ou
beard with the intention of going to New-York to attend to some
commercia] business in that city. The Spanish passengers told
him they had 17,600 on board, were going to New-York te
purchase a vessel, and intended to go to the coast of Africa.
Ou the Grst of June he noticed that the crew were taken sick ;
the mate (Dobson) being imuch more so than any of the rest. He
did not know the cause, but was told after the massacre by the
Spaniards, that the captain wanted to poison every one on board,
that he might get the money of the passengers. He slept on
deck on the night of the first of June, and abeut 2 or 3 o’clock,
he was roused by a noise on the deck.  He found Tardy at the
helm near which he lay. 1t was dark, and he could not well
distinguish things—but he saw two men struggling two or three
yards from him; one of them fell. Ile did not know who they
were, Pepe told him afterwards that it was himself killing the
captain; but Felix fnsisted that he had killed the captain, Very
soon he saw a man despatehing some one with an axe, and be
thought he recognized the voice of Pepe. who afterwards told
him it was so, [le saw a man coming up from the cabin, and
one of the Spawniards stabbed him, and lie fell back into the
cabin. ile recognized him to be the man who spoke English
and had a sore on his leg, {which was the case, by Mr. Dobson’s
testimony, with the Irish passenger.) Felix told him that ke
had killed bimn, and that he thought at the time it was Robinson
coming up with 2 gun. At day-break the witness saw Robiu-
son and the sailor in the water, and confirmed all that Dobson
had said respecting them, When the man was called down
from thie mast, the Spaniards got around him.  Pepe asked the

others why they were delaying killing him.  Couro replied that
he wanted 1o give him a good and fatal blow, and not to wound

him. [The only gleam of mercy that appears in this whole

scene of savage bnrbarity.] Pepe then ran on him and he fel

overboard. After day-break they loaded two guns, ¢alled up e

man from below who had something tied round his breast as

over a wound, and ordered him to jump overboard, which e

did ; and was fired at, and shot on the second discharge alter he.

irll fu the water, They then hauled up the dead body frem

e
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the cabin. They examined it, and remarked that the stab gi-
ven him was the finest they had ever seen in all thelr lvves, @t had
o scvered the heart.  He heard the man fall from the rigging, as
described by Dobson. The Spaniards, after the butchery was
wver, asked Tardy why he had not brought them two knives, as
he had promised—they said all they bad were broken, and if
any thing should bappen they would have nothing to detend
themselves. Tardy promised to buy them the first time Le
got to land.  The clothes of the Spaniards were bloody, and
they threw them into the sea, us they did most of the clothes of
the crew and passengers. ‘T'hree or four davs afterwards, be
heard thein say the mate and cook were only fattening to be kil
led. Tardy assumed the command, and Felix was to keep tie
books, and be also had some little knowledge of steering. Tar-
dy showed the witness the false papers obtaived in FHavana for
the vessel, and said they cost him 25 doubloons.  The reason
he gave the witness for savipg his lite was, that he was his
countryman ; that he had been a pirate for a great while, and
had never injured a Frenchman, and should not cemnience then.
T'he same pretext was given to this witness as to Dabson, {or
the massacre, and of the ulterior views ot the party. When
near St. Mary’s, Tardy proposed to let bim go an shore, and to
%ive him 50 dollars to bear his expenses by land to New-York.

e had strong hopes of being spared, until he saw the Spaniards
one day making a dirk out of an old knife—but Tardy gave him
most solemn assurances of his safety, in which Le had some
hope, as he recollected how he had made him stand by him at
the helm, and protected him during the butchery. He told the
same story with the mate as to their arrival in the Chesapeake,
the pilots, the conduct of Tardy, and the escape of Dobson
in the boat at Old Point Comfort. As soon as Dobson made
off in the boat, Tardy appeared to be greatly alarmed, said two
or three words to Dobson, whe replied in one word—none of
which he understood. Tardy then toid him he was a lost man.
An American vessel bad anchored not far off, and Tardy spoke
it and obtajned from it the use of their long boat to send to the

.. shore for his own, and two hands tv row it. In this boat the three

Spaniards embarked—after getting some distance they returned,
saying they could not get the boat; but Tardy ordered them to
proceed, and they did so; but the Spaniards not going where
the boat was, T'ardy became more alarmed, expressed his dread-
ful apprehensions of the consequences, and announced his de-
termination to cut his throat. (It was conjectured that the
Spaniards were sent off to secure or despatch Dobson, but pre-
ferring their own safety, made their escape.) The witness and
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Tardy went into the eabin, when the witness took possession of
some articles that belonged to him, and then retumed on deck..
In a few moments he understood from the negro [the cook,] that
Tardy bad cut bis throat.

Mr. Joseph Brough was the next witnesz examined. Ile was
the Pilot who went on board the vessel and conducted it to Old
Point.  His testimony corresponded with that of Bohson and the
fast witness, as to events affer kis going on board, He witnessed
the tragical end of Tardy, and upoen rushing upon deck and call~
ing out for assistance, saw the officers from Old Point bearding
the vessel,

Capt. N. G. Dana, who was temporarily in eonmand at ©ld
Point, and to whom thestory of Dobson had been related, after its
extravagances bad gained some credence with the subaltern offi-
cers, gave the necessary orders for Pobson’s confinement, for
boarding the vessel. &c. &c. Dobzon Laving told him the ves-
sel was Guilt at Troy, and that her pame was cffaced ; and hav-
ing satisfactorily answered a few questions as to the localities off
T'roy with whicli the Captian was acquainted, he went on Loard
with a party of armed men, and found that ‘I'ardy was ouly alive.
The Surgeon was sent for, and pronounced bim beyond the
reach of bis skill. Necessary measures were then aaupfed te.
pursue the Spaniards, to secure the vessel, and to have an Inquest
over the Lody of Tardy, who lived but a few minutes. The
prisoners had jost no time in effecting their escape. They had
passed over many creeks and inlets, and over a long and devious
roufe ; had crossed James river ina canoe near its mouth, and

enetrated many miles into the interior, round the baysand in-
ets on the South side, hefore they were overtaken. They weie
aiming for Nerfolk—and would not have been overtaken but for
the praiseworthy zea) and cxertions of the party in pursuit, who
were aided by the inhabitants with fresh horses and onc or two
recruits. Mr. Servant, Col. Jones and Lt. Robert Anderson
were examined as to these particulars. Mr. Westwood, the
Custom House Officer at Hampton, proved the identity of the
papers found on board the vessel. An inquest was held over the
body of Tardy, and he was buried on the beach, at high water
mark with his face downswards.

The trial under the indictment for Piracy, commenced on
Monday and closed on Wednesday., On cach day one of the
prisoncrs was tried. In all the cases, the testimony was submit-
ted to the jury without argument from the bar ; aud the jury,
a separate one in each case, alter a retwrement of but a few min
utes, returned with a verdict of guilny.

)
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On the 19th of July, Chief Justice Mar-
shall proceeded to deliver the sentence of
the Court. It met at an carly hour, Mr.
Leigh tendered to the Court two papers
mn th(\ Spanish language, and which were
translated by Mr. bchmldt as follows :

« T Jose Hilario Casmrob, in the name of
God, give this my declaration before the
Chicf Justice ofthe United States:

Thatl took passagein the American
Brig, for New York, with 6,000 dollars
which were put with those belonging to
Don Pelix, to be applied to the purchase
of avessel in New York, to go thence to
the coast of Africa.

Ideclare that all, of which Tam accused
by the Mate and the Frenchman, is false
—because Tardy was nota man, buta
Pemon: and he alone with his mnedicines,
was capable of killing any one, cven a
hundred men.

I hope the judge will delay my cause,
that I may furnish evidence of my char-
acter: and I pray God to preserve him
many years.

Jose Hivario Casares, his [X]mark.”

“1 Ielix Barbeito, in the name of God,
this my declaration before the Judge, pre-
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siding in this court of the United States:

That I took my passage in the Ame-
rican Brig, in Matanzas, for New Yorl,
with 8,000 dollars which I gave in charge
of the captain ofthe vessel, together with
other papers, and my letters of recommen-
dation. 1 declure likewise, that every
thing, of which I am accused, is false—ns
[ was asleep, and only know that, mn the
‘morning, Tardy told me, that I need not
be afraid, as he would pay me my 8,000
dollars but I and the other Spaniards were
the cause that the vessel arrived in Nor-
folk—because Tardy and the French pas-
senger did not wish to go thither.

As T declare to the presiding judge,
that if he will do me the favor to delay the
dhuse, T will furnish proofs from the city
of Havana, and from my relations, re-
specting my good character and situation
m life—a favor which I expect from the
presiding Judge of this Court, whom I
pray God to preserve for many years.

Your suppliant, FeLix Barbrrro.”

The Judge replied, that it was his duty
fo execute the laws; and that they did not
permit him to comply with the request
made to him—that it would be happy for
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the porsons, f their conscicnees were as
much at peace as they professed—but
that all, that was left to him, was to dis-
charge the duty imposed upon him. ke
then enquired of the Prisoners, whether
they had any thing to say, why the sen-
tence of the law should not be pronounced
apen them. Through Dr. Lemosy {the
Interpreter] they requested time to hear
from their friends 1n Havana, in order to
obtain evidence of their character, &c.
"The Judge replied, thatit was out of his
power to suspend the course of the law.
But, that every indulgence should be ex-
tended to them, which it was possible to
grant ; that they might communicate with
their friends, and that facilities would bo.
granted to them for this purpose :—he’
recommended it to them to think of the
awful situation of which they were pla-
ced; and assured them, that every means
should be afforded them of communicating |
with the ministers of their own religion,
[the Catholic.]

He then pronounced their sentence, and
fixed the day of their execution to Friday
the 17th of August.

Feliz and Couro seemned affected by their sentence, but Pepe rc-
mained wnmmoved. They were tried under the indictment for
Piracy, only—Mr. Stanard U. 8. Attorney, considering it unnz-
sessaryy to arraign them for Murder.




PARTICULARSY

OF THE

EXECUTION.

Friday the 17th instant, being the day appointed for the Fxe-
cution of the three Spaniards, they were taken from prison
about eleven o’clock, and conducted to the place of exccution
by the volunteer comnpanies and the city guard, which were or-
ydered out for the purpose, and alarge concourse of persons.
The scene which the progress of the procession presented, was
truly imposing. Seated in the wagon, placed in the middle of a
hollow square formed by the military, and which contained their
coffins, their humiliating posture, frequent orisons, and appeat-
ance of devotion and suffering, exhibited them as objects,
which, in spite of their crimes, did not fail to inspire pity.
he gallows, which had been erected in the valley near the
Renitentiary, afforded a distinct view to the spectators from the
adjacent hills. 1t was constructed for the execution of the three
criminals at once ; a staple being let into the horizontal piece at
top for each, and a platform made after the fashion of folding
doors, so as to open downwards at the signal, and leave them
suspended. The multitude which attended was immense. The
criminals, from their dress, which was a blue robe, covering the
head and extending to the feet, were conspicuous to the most dis-
tant spectator. They were attended by the Rev. Mr. Hore, a
Catholic Priest, and several clergymen of other denominations.
When mounted on the scaffold; the Catholic Clergyman, and
the Interpreter, Dr. Lemosy, also ascended, and joined them in
. earnest supplication and prayer ; at the conclusion of which, the
Interpreter, addressing the public at the request of the prisen-
ers, explained that the prisoners declared that they were not only
guilty of the crimes. for which they were condemned, and were
now about to suffer punishment, but of many other crimes ; that
they begged pardon of the public, and asked them to join in their
last prayer, which they were now about to address to the throne
of mercy ; and they declared th.t their punishment was just, but
still they hoped that their miserable bodies after having been
once inferred, might be permitted to remain undisturbed i the
grave, and as that was the last and only request that they could
ever address to human beings, they hoped 1t weuld. be granted..
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Their request, they were infoemed, would be complied with.—
i"he prisuners then declared themselves ready o suffer the pun-
ishiment—whercupon the Rev. Mr. Kerr addressed the ascembled
maltitude, which by thousands lined the declivities contiguous
to the phice of execution, now in dense masses extending as far
as the eye could reach, and here and there in clustering groups,
stationed on various elevations for the purpose of having a better
view of the scene.  The ministere descended from the scaffold,
after having [irst bid adieu to the prisoners.

The Marshal then, in discharge of his duty, adjusted the fatal
cords, and descended from the scaffold, when at a given signal
the support of the trap fall was removed, and the cords Ly which
Pepe and Courro were suspended gave way, and the enfortunate
wretches, were precipitated to the ground,—'The horror, which
this occurrence occasioned, cansed a rush aimong the crowd, and
a vress which was nearly fatal 1o a few persons,  "The coolness
ol the military, however, jnstantly restored order, and the ofli-
cers who ofliciated, and who regretted the occurrence, which
they had endeavored to prevent, quickly repaired this accident,
when the two prisoners were agam suspended in less than five
winutes, and after a few convulsive motions, which becawe
dinter and fainter, finally expived.

The Washington Insurance Company, of Providence, have
presented to Mr. Edmund Dobson, mate of the Brig Crawicrd,
the sum of €500, as a testimony of the sense they entertain of
his services and sufferings, and of his judgment and decision in
saving, the brig and cargo, after the dread(ul scene of piracy
and murder on board that vessel.
















