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NAVAI, LETTERS FROM CAI'TAIN PERCIVAI, DRLIYTON, 1861-1865. 

The Drajton letters printed herewith canle to the New Yorli Public Library 
from Miss Gertrude L. Hoyt, with the following note: 

MY DEAR DR.BILLINGS 

The following letters were written during the war o l  the rebellion to 
my father, Lydig M. Hoyt and to Alexander Hamilton, gralldson of General 
Hamilton, by Captain Percival Drayton, U. S. N. 

1Ie belonged to a distinguished faniily of South Carolina. I l is  grand- 
father, William Drayton, was a jurist in colonial times, and on the adoption 
of the constitution in 1789, mas appointed the first United States Judge for 
South Carolina. His father, also ~lalned Willialn, was educated in Englantl 
for the law and e n j o ~ e d  an cxtel~sive practice in 1812, when he was con-
missioned lieutenant-colonel of illfantry in the v,ar with Great Uritain. 111this 
service he rose to be coloncl and afterwards inspector general. After the war 
he became Recorder of Cliarleston and in 1824 was elected to a seat in Cun-
gress whicll he occupied uu~i l  1833. During this periocl occurred the great 
contest over Sullification. i n  the face of strong pressure brought to bear 
by the .yovernn~ent of his native state and by his personal friends and relatives, 
Dra) ton steadily antl effectively opposetl that principle as fatal to the authority 
of the Ui~ited States government. President Jackson offered him the Secretarj- 
ship of IVar and the blission to El~gland both of xvhiclz he declined. 011 retir-
ing frotn Congress, he found his resiclence in Cliarlesto~i less agreeable on 
account of his position which he had take11 in the contest over nullification, 
and he removed to Philadelpl~ia where he succeetletl Nicl~olas Eitltlle as Presi- 
(lent of the Iinited States Rank, antl tlietl in 1846. 

The strength of character whicll inspired Wiiliani Drayton in his 
opposition to nullificatio~l, ivas continuetl in Izis son Percival who reixainetl 
true to tl-ic national government when Iiis native state ant1 his own brothers 
hat1 taken up arms aqainst it ant1 TT lie11 1 3 ~l-?itnsell was tenll~tecl by offers of 
high cornn~ancl in the Confederate iervicc. Born it1 Charleston, 25th August, 
1812, hc entered the n a y r  as a mitlsl~ipman in r827, hecame lieutenant in 1838 
and saw sea service with the Rrazilian, hlediterranean, and Pacific squadrons. 
2fter tluty in the naval observatory at lilrashington, l1c took part in ordnance 
experinzents mith Parraqut, tlien ranltinq as coinmancler, antl ~v i th  him formed 
an intirnate and lasting friendship. T1i 1855 he nras prornoterl to commander 
ant1 in 1858 took part in the Paraguay expedition. 

The opening of the W a r  of the Rebellion found him on orclnat-ice duty at 
the Philadelphia navy yard. FTe was placed in coinmand of the Pawnee in 
the squatlron of Atlmiral Dupont, who wrote to the secretary of the navy: 



"Tllis stcaizxcr, tliidcr licr zcalot~s al:d cfficic~~t coii~li~:.~l~tlcr, i'.Capt:~i~i Ilray-
ion, \):it11 her liglit tlrafi ant1 l;ea\r!. ar~??anlcnt 11;~s 11cc11 invr:!~-t;iiilc in ollr 
operatioils on the coast, as .\\re11 as  in holdirig the inland waters." !n (862he 

was placed in coiii~iiantl of the nc\v TZricsson niouitoi- J'~i.ssnic, ill v.,llich vessel 
lie l->omb.irclctl ITorl l\fc,:\llistcr a11tl too?; part in tlle attaclc O F  ~It lmiral  I)upo~:t 
on Fort Swutcr. 0;liis contluct llicli, .i)upoiit wrote to t!ie secretary of the 
11avy: "I callnot closc this col i i~~~unicat io~i  Captai:~1)ray-witilout spcakiux o f  
toll wllo has been o :~c  of ~ u ycomlnandi:~g officers si~icc 0ctol)er. 1861. I-le 

has perfo1-i?icd this service with tliat ability, jtlclgi?iclit ant1 calnz co1tra:;e 
which has ever 111x1-lcetl his exectrtion of my ortlers." In  1864, Draytor1 corn- 
liianded Farragut's flazsbip tlie fIarifu?~dand acted as fleet-capta.in. In liis 
reFnrt of the operations at Mobile Bay, 1;arragtlt said of I3rayton ('Ire is the 
fleet-captain of my squadron, and one of more determined energy, ulltirilig 
devotion to duty and zeal for the service, tenlpered hy great. calmness, I do not 
think adorlis any navy." At  the colzclusion of the war, Draytoil TVXS appoilzted 
chief of tlze Gureau of Navigation, and while occupied ~rrith that clutj:, lze died 
on the 4th of August, 1865. 

Sincerely yours 
GEKSKUDEL.How. 

The letters are lierc printed in full as written with the exception of family 
and personal n~atters,  such oniissions being indicated by the usual " . . . ". 

I suppose you arc a,t 1c:igth quite settled tlo~vii ailti i~egin to llave ;L llomc feel- 
iiig for the Point alicl T on1:- ~ r i s ~ ~  run ciil for a day or t\z~o, and look a l  that I c o ~ ~ l d  
the place under its ne\rr a !ject, and get that sl~lendid r~iansion into 111y heat1 as the 
seat of refiiicment and elegance, instead of a iiierc place whcl-c extra sei-\.ants and 
scIioo1 inistresses cotrld be coiivcl~iently siovb~ctl away. 1 am all-aitl liowever that 
for solne tilme t-o come yet, it iliust I-emain in my n~emory as  it apl~carcd last 
summer, there seelils so little cliai~ce o f  Iny getting aivaj: f ~ - o ~ i i  here long cuoug-1: 
to pay yo11 a visit even of a day. for just as the n-ork 011 I~alitl seems to Ijc coming- 
to a conclusion, otlicr appears to take its place, the fact l)cii?g t11;~t a t  tlie very 
niolnent \vhen cvc.r)- possible ccirvenience that we have cvcr liad for 11av;il 
preparation is rccylii-cd, -,ire havc not only lost tn.o of our p r i ~ l c i l ~ d  navj- yartls. 
but at the same Lime i~iimensc qu:~s?lities of stores n o ~ v  vel-y clifficult 'to rej)lacc, 
particularly the armsj both grcat and small. Wc are so near to the immediate 
scene of operations, that there is coilslant demantl on trs for aid and pi-otectinn in  
some Corl-i? or other,or ratllcr there nins before the opening of the 13altiinorc I-outc. 
the rccsta1)lisln~entof v,-l~ichseems to ha.ve produceti a very cjuietili:,: cffcci on t l ~ c  
~)ul?liri~ J belie~re lii\:seIf that i lo t l~i i~g mind, a l t l i o u ~ i ~  hut citl?cr a lai-gc !iiilitar!- 
force, or the moral effect of constalit success to o.ur arms, wiii lzccp tile secession 

http:fleet-capta.in
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mob quiet. 1 i c  the b) e what tloes Ilalniltoll tl~inli of lli, frielitl 1icLailc. 1 for 
one nil1 certa~lily ricvcr have anythlng to clo with him i i  1 Cali help it, to tliink 
that nit11 all the apparent liintl feeling he exl?ibitcd lor XC:V York and Hew 
Yorkers, that at the bottom tlierc was riotliing l n t  bitterness ant1 hatred to the 
wliole North, ~vllcre he liatl receivctl so ~nucli  liindlless, the fact is that slaver) 
seeills to have turned the feelings of tlic n l ~ o l e  comn~l~ili ty u7herc it exists to  
gall, towards all tllosc who (lo not ljelieve it a d i v i ~ ~ einstitution, ant1 one 14 itliout 
which true civilizatioli cannot exist. That were the s\vord in one halit1 powerful 
eizougll, they woultl carry it ill tlic other to the trtterniost parts 01 the Union I 
am satisfied, and T clo not tliink that the North have Ixcn :ii all too cjuick i11 
stopping the 171o.rrcment. Anotlier four years of Southern domination would have 
besides taking all the arms to that section, Iiave virtually inaugurated the Slave 
trade, so that by tllc tilne the North had again ol~tained power, it ~vot~l t l  also have 
been a recognizecl institution. I must confess, that tlic ~ 1 7 0 1 ~collduct of t h ~  
Soutli has destroyed the little sympathy 1 once hat1 for thern, ant1 1 o111y hope 
that tlie designing and ambitious politicians of tliat section, will he so completely 
put clown, as to enable the people cnce more to think For tliemselves, and see 
that they have bcen lead by just sucli men as Arnold and Burr, and I believe that 
whatever may be the feeling for a moment, that all person5 \;rho attempt to tlcstroy 
the greatness and unity of their native land T-listory stamp? as  traitors cooner or  
later, and believing as I cto that a country can recover from anything except 
dismemberment, I hope that the war will be carried on until any party advocating 
anything so suicidai is crushed out, and T for one will do all in my power to 
further what I consider so desirable 

NAVYY \n11 i ' i r r r . \ i )  1, July r j 01 
MY DEAR IIOYT 

111the daily sontine of 11137 tlutics 11c1-c it seem? on14 a day or tu  o si~ieeI lait 
heard from you althougl T suspect that some xveeks wot~ltlnoi cover the lapsed 
time, so I t l ~ i t ~ kit is proper to delay no longer 111y acltnotl. letigilicnts for yorlr verq 
pleasant letter nhjcll really containctl an imi~icnse deal of most important infor- 
mation, and completely put me au courant of tlie evcnts on tlie river in yonr 
neighhorhootl. T l ~ a v e  been hopinq all along that something ~vould turn tip to 
allow mc to  run on Tor a few (lays to your part of the country, but really call yet 
see no particular chance of my wishes being fulfilletl, as one thing no sooner is 
over than another commences. I still do not despair however of seeing you 
'r~eforethe summer is over although it can scarcely be for more tliali a couple of 
clays, in the mcantitnc I am SO all of my brother much better off than a l l ~ ~ o s t  
officers about here, that I cannot venture to complain. I get up to  Torresdale 
near by every afternoon, so that a t  least T sleep comfortably out of the noise 
and excitement of the city, and T always manas?,e a ridc, and dip into the river 
hefore our seven o'clock breakfast to enable me to hear up against the heat and 
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h~~ol-ryof the to\vn. I sl~ould llke very much to have a talk c\ lth l o u  on the 

present state of aHairs, and wllich nould not I all1 satisfied prove us to hold very 
clifferent opinions. &/line 1 consider pretty clearly expressed in the President's 

Lspeech, Grows address, and llveretts lecture, with all of W~IOIII 1 cordially agree, 

\Vc liave it seenis to rtie still i\vo rather knotty questlolis to solve nlrich l l o n e ~ ~ e s  
\vill no doubt soon work tlieinselvcs clear, what 15 to be clone with the nigger 
: a d  the p r i ~ a t e t ~ s n l a n ,  for we can neither stop one from rtulning away or the 
other froin takinq our vessels by any means of repressloll that me possess. KO 
1lum1,er of ships not the uniteil llavies of France England a i d  tile U States car1 I 

prevent privateers in limited numbers irom getting to sea occasionally, or 
when there from making captures and I believe that if the Soutl~erners should 
be ahle to stcal Inany vessels that it will create such a feeling as to settle our 
nigger policy at once, and cause a general en~ancipation hy c~rder, of all darkies 
within reach of our arrnies. I for one tlont believe that their will ever be peace he- 
tween the two sections until slavery is so completely scotcl~ctl as to make extension 
a hopeless matter-, then I think we may live together ill pcacc., the North satisfied 
that a time ma) be counted on when the irrstitution must meat- itself out, the South 
conteiited to rnake tile most of the present, but as to dreaming that two people 
are to renlaiii at  peace hemmed in between the lakes and Gulph of Rlexico, with 
entirely different opinions on so man) subjects social aiicl political and likely to 
cIasl1 more and n ~ o r e  with every year seems to me ~ltterly impossible. I am 
~atisfied there will be no rest until we can see plainly in the future free labour to 
the gulph or they slave to Canada, there is no iniddie path. Every one talks 
very loud about secession and judging from state papers tliis is the great cause of 
discord. I t  is all stuff the cause is the rrigger and nothing else, and were other 
means found more likely to hold liirn as he is his owner would come out as 
strongIjr for central power tomorrow as tlie most violent northerner. 

I believe that today a compromise can he made securiiig slavery where it now 
is, but not even this for inaiiy days more, unlcss ~e shollld he very badly beaten, 
a thing not likely I think myself the Southerncrs are fiyhting against fate or 
lluman progress ~ h i c h  i i  the same thing, and the sooner they give in the better 
In the meantime although quite willing to take my sliarc in the struggle I don: 
think it would exact13 do to force rnjsel-f forv\rard,hut sl~all remain quietly n l ~ e r c  
I am u11til called on. They do not however seem to give me 111uch credit for 
scruples in Wasliington, as the officer m cl3arqe of detail excused hiinself to 
me the other clay for not having ordered :ne off, hut he said t l ~ a t  just at  present 
the fittiilg out of vessels was too imuoi-tant to perinit of a cllanqe Tt seemq 
that sollie one had told h;rn that I was hecolning quite restive for service Shoulr: 
:lny chance offer of r,)aqing ~ o u  a visit T ~ \ i I l  take ailiir~ntage of it, ant1 in thc 
mean 1 irne shnll expect to hear from J ou particularlq if you intend qoing awa? 
f ro l~ iIiotl-ie as T sho~~l r i  Tcintl remein- 

1

n,)t liltc to come up the river ant1 mi5s you. 

brancfs to Mrs. ?Joyt Angelica and the Children. Hope nly qod dauqhtcr 

not fo r~o t ten  mc ~ ~ ~ i t e 
i f  you f i , ~ d  out that sl.ie has not give her a kiss for me, 

and believe me as al~va) 
c, 
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I have been a~lxiously looking 101- so~ile ~essation of lvorli Iicre \ili~cii ,\ ould 
permit liie to come oil ancl see you axid all illy 11uixerous fl-ie~ids ill the 11cigh1;our- 
hoocl of Staatsburg if only for t u  cnt> -lour i l~tu-s,  but so far it hai  bee:? eiitirelj 
out of the question. I hope ho\\ ever to l ~ c  aLle very soori or -vlherl 1 Titlis;~ with 
the outfits of a flotilla ~ h i c h  is being p r e ~ ~ a r c d  for the lllississtppi to acco~lllilish 
my ~ u r ~ o s e  of a few daqs leave. 'i'he trotible has beeti so far that n c  are so 
conveiiient to the scene of operations that if a vessel recluires anq hurried altera- 
tions or repairs she is generally consigned to us which kecps exrerj olie ill a state 
of constant hurry ancl lilore or less ~ i o r r ) .  

Afaiiassas was a severe blow no doubt altliougll a Illore d~sgraccful affair could 
scarcely have talcen placc still that it tnaj have saved us froni greater calaixities 
ill the future, as had n e  concluered tliere all discipline in an army and efficiency 
intelligencc or preparation for their duties in eitlier officer or man would have 
been looked upon as fogyisn~, and all the evils from which we have and are now 
sufferi~lg would have bcen aggravated ten fold. Whether our men are going 
to fight liiuch better in the future reiiiaitls to be seen but evidently the leaders 
clo not feel very niucli confidence i l l  their pluck or they would liot so persistently 
remain on the defensive everyahere. S o n  undoubtedly the Southerner has the 
great advantage of bcing ill earnest, ancl liavi~ig a rule strong enougli to turn 
whatever material exists to the best advantage. Wllile we arc xvhining al>oui 
liabeas corpus antl all kitid of abstractions lie is acting, kiio\ving that when arins 
are  once taken up all other cluestions arc absorbed in the great one of victory 
or defeat. W e  used to talk a great dcal about the Atnericatis love of country 
I clont believe myself froni what we have seen that it exists, or here ill the 
coulltrys greatest stress we cou!:! not see wliole regiments illarch from the I~attle 
field to the sound of canlion because their tiiiie had expired a day ancl otllers 
deserting by thousaiids at  the first discharge of guns froin troops as raw as 
themselves. The fact is that I do not see any hope for a country where cowardice 
is not disgraceful, and where people who behaved lilte the fire Zouaves can have 
the ii~ipudence to not o11ly require but obtain a publiclt reception 013 their return 
from a cainpaigli xvhere tiley literally proved thct~iselves ~volves in peace lalnbs 
in war. Then to think of a Maine reginient niutiiiyinc; rather than fight, if tlze 
New Englatiders wlio perhaps 11ave had inore to do with hrinqing on the issue 
than any otliers except tlie Carolinians begin already to desert, \what hope is tliere 
for the others. T must confess we scet-ri to be it1 a bad wav between solcliers who 
wont fight antl the civilia~is ~ v h o  do iiotliing hut rob. Still all tliis iilay be cor- 
rected under t??e strong pressure of events, hut wc canr?oi \;ripe out that pac2e of 
l~istory that contains Eull Run. Of course I cannot hut feel the 11tmo4t con- 
tempt for all of that class xvho bclievinq the q ~ ~ x r r e l  one lose lieart at the a just 
first want of success, a peace ~iiz~de sl?ould be luscd even the ~~lilclcst :vhicll on 
Southern requirements ~vould a ipe vs out iron? any respectable positiotl in the 
family of nations for half a cel~tury with the lo~,c, no: o111v of potver but of 
character, and I for one would rather see the war carried on to tlie last man 
than think of sucl? a thine;. The fqct  is that there cannot be two inclepei~dent 
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cciual r lat iol~s on this conlnnegt, ej t l~cr the lugger or  white ilitercst must rule it, 
al1d I think it n o ~ v  that the issue has conle ~ ~ o r t h  str t~qgling to keep down the 
fo-lTer.  IZowever vge will tall; over all of tliese t11i:lgs ~vilcn I come otl wllicll I 
hope io  I;e able to do ere long. By the t ~ y e  \,,hat do you thlnl< of Gornialls 

report the ilag of the A4in;.Lsota regiment. 1E the valour ol the soldiers 
is i o  l>e ri~easurcci ~rrespective o i  o t l ~ e r  r t p o r ~ i  l~: ,  that nhich alludes to the 
ncml)er 01 silot lloles in the flag, T ail1 afraitl that the old d l ) d g ~  of the 
York target co~~?pailies pretty csiensivc wit11 their .arqcts v, ill he pl-actisecl or? a 
scale with ow- staildards. 

Elow ever I havr~ not time to rite ally nlc,rc at  p r e x ~ l t .  r all? rjuite R ell, do L\ 

lVllat 1 call in the way of exercise, get up evcry ~rnoi-ning ~ X C C J I ~Sunday a t  half 
past five, ant1 consecjriently sleep iilce a top \ii:cn T am in 1)etl 1 a117 afraitl I 
a111 hel-lii~tll;a:~cl in pedestrianism but i have not time for everbtl3ing. 

I<iricl remerr?hrance t9 Mr5. Floyt and all r ~ fthe former (jtaatsburq peolile 
ant1 I~elieveIIIP 

Y o ~ ~ r s1110it sincerely 
P. J)R,\v,I ov 

hlr. T, AT. H o ~ r  
Staatsburq 

U.S.  S.POCIIAI~ONli\S 

iflasl.zi~zgtolzOct  12 61 

MYDEAI: !ifr,s Hoyr 


Just bcfore Icaviilg I ain sendlnq jou a c<,i>> of tllc Verilo~i gallery which 

~ O L Isec~ i~e t l  should coiiti~iuc to do so
ollcs to have admired, in hcpe that if jot1 

it l?lay serve occasioi~zily to remind you of av cold friend, who will nxost probably 
iiot be by any Inear as comfortably situatetl as he woultl f ~ e  were he  o ~ c u p ~ i i ~ ~  
a I-oom a t  the Point, his vessel not l)eing likely to aflord very ixi~rcli of that 
protcctioi7 a;:ailisi the winter wcatlier ~ i h i r ? ~  well estab- is to be niet ~vitli in a 

iislzetl house lilcc )ours.  !jowever il people think that in this world what the 

t+orltl values is to he o l ~ ~ a i n e d  
in its p1cas;iint avenues, they are much mistaken, 

and I for  one clo 11ot expect st;ch <L thinr:, and avl rjuite prcpared to take the rough 


~vE1cn it cornes, satisfied that ii t i l l  make thc smooth more enjoyable later. My 

vcsiel is not :. very large one, hut has the qrcat atlvantaqc of lixht draught atid 

a t  lraii ov~c t rcn~ent lous l~  hi.;. gun, n1l?ich n i th  L sinall rille oiie makes me prc-

~1 etl foi :.l~y ;hill,v far  01- nccir, the other5 a i~swer i l~q  
very well for the ordinary 

orr-nsio~~c T have :I.(jaiet nice sct of officers, the first Lieutenant being a young 

rnan ion cT Professor. ;Wahrtr~ a t  Wei t  Pnir~t. tvhoni T eramiried at  the Naval 

s~!3oo1 only t n o  yeai-.c,.iitcc, so Ilc i q  jo , l~?ge n o ~ q h  a t  ?cast 13ot to have too fixctl 

n a>s ailti is ( i f~ i t cclevri. i n a s  to  Ij:ix-c ~ a i l c i lto-day for our  rcntlezvous, but 

:I]?? still here ov:ing i(, the .iessel., in ? j e ~ v  York not heiiig ready ~ e t .  T -was 

offcretl a 1nucl7 larqer vessel thar? the  lsnc T am in, the Pa~unee,xvl~ich is lying 

a i i ~ n ~ s i t l c  xal-(1 hcre, lr11t n i  i i ic is ;carcclv niorc than a steam battery, 
o f  tlic 

, 

! 

I 
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,01vi11g to 11er wretcllcd cjualilies a! sea, 1 c~ilciudctlto beep the olle tv'ilicll ~VOUICI 
he n?ost efficient w l ~ e ~ l  ancl likciy to  ire \nost active. 'i'lie Nnv:.o ~ ~ t s i d e ,  Varc! 
here scc~lis a iavourite lo~ril;.ing 1,i;~cc of 0l:l Ahe alld hi:; wii:c, ;i;l;:i arc llcxre 
allnost every (la!-. Ally friend Ilai?lgren wan!:; to prcseni nit, 13111 i have SO far  
been always out o l  t11e way, but :is lic is :I.lrjz~:i! of ille lamily, he ciicrs to take 
!ne up any cvcning to tea. 'i'hc city is very quiet scarcely :my soltliers to be 
scen ntltl quite orderly. I j ~ i t e~ idi1 +ssi!,lc to visit the fortificatiolis before 
leaving 1 ~ 1 t  h a x  1101 had timc, t l ~ e  getiiuf: a ship ready bciilg very m u c l ~  like 
furnishing a llouse tliere be i~ ig  always so~nc t l i i i r~  to colli~;lctioii.~5-antetl-

I hope Mr .  Hoyt is well again. 344 brother the 13octor is like 11i1il chafing 
a little u i ~ d c r  lorced inaction, arising froin the same cause, wl~icll lias Lieell rather 
aggravated rcccntly, 11y the offer of a majority in a cavalry regiment, wl~ich is 
said to be tlle best oiie perhaps l e t  raised. Rciiielliher me to hi111 a13d wit11 a kiss 
for Gertrude believe me as always 

Yours mosl siccerely 
P.DRAYTON 

Mrs. L. M. HOYT,STAATSCUKG. 
n.. u. 
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bound south, which if it does l~otliing elw, will Iiave tended to keep our southell ", 
friends in a most unpleasant state of uncertainty as to what it is after. The 

difficulties in the way of combined expeditions like ours are so great and that 
very uncertaiii eleineiit the ~veather is so important a one that it is not astonisli- 
IIIR s11o~ld tlicy soineti~nes fail. I only hope that ours t u r ~ i  out all right. ~ ~ 1 1 1  

I t  nil1 at l a s t  utilise some of the force whicli is doing tiotliing a t  ~ ~ ~ a s l i i ~ ~ g t o l l  
except to hold a strong position which ought to be safe with half the force 
collected there were it worth anything, and if it is not the mere sn7elli:lg of its 
numbers, particularly now that they seem deterrnii~ed to close tile Poto~iiac, is 
a positive disadvantage. I thought until the affair at Hatteras the other day, 
that the morale of tlie army had improved, but since the hellaviour of thc 
Indialla regiment there, T have come to the concltlsion that another I3ull run 
might not be inipossible. 

I dolit k n o ~ ~  	 I hope beforc verj long, but wlxn \ \e  are likel) to meet again 
in the lileantime I wish you a very pleasant I\inter in the couiitrj~ -\\~itllgood health 
to  enjoy it. I shall probably go t l~rough a fair show of  hardihip n~yself, beforc 
it is over, but can stand it I supect as well as nlost people. I sent l t r s  JToyt 
sonie books as I was leaving Pliiladelphia nhich T trust were duly received, and 
mith Icind reniembrances to her 2nqelica and the children I am as al\vays 

Yours sincerely 
P.Drr iwro~ 


Mr. I,. M. Elour 

.A 	 letter care of Naval Lyceum New York directed South Atlalitic Squadrorr 

always reach me. 

0-.s. s. ~ ' ~ \ W X E E  

Port Royal Nov 30 61 

I have been intending to write you for sonic time back, but really have not bee11 
able to fiiicl time, and tlie nen-spapel-s keep up such a constant stream of infor-
nlation about our iiiovemei~ts and supply it so much soolier tliaii call be do~ie  by 
private hand that T would scarcely venture to attempt encroaching on their 
pcr ogative, which secrns to be to licep tlle h u n g r ~ .  maw of the puhlick fillet1 
whciher ~v i th  lies or truth seems to ~iiatier very little. W e  have beeti expecting 
cvei-y (lay to receive an order to inove South 11ut it has not yet coinc. The fact 
is 1.liat 1.lic :il-m!- cannot 11e left [until it is self sustaining, which it is scarcely yet, 
hat1 it l)ec17 s!~ucl: Illore tila11 a n~ol),  wl~ich it \\.as not at lantling, \ye cot~ld have 
1v.d either Cliarlestr,:: or S:ii~an?lall,for sucll a panic as seelns to have existed 
tliroug11 the iofv country call scarcel: 1)e tlescribccl. i:ull. run was hartlly equal 
to it as, a scare. I reall!, bi-lieve that ;I thous:~ntl 11ie11 could have marchetl over 
t1l.c State. Of course all this is no\\] very 11111c11 changed, ant1 if \ve do not soon 
~ : : o  search of them they 11iu~t and ~vill take tile initiative. I t  is a great pity 
~ i l : l l\Ye canliol. learn l i y  expet-icllcc tlic ii~~y,o~-taiicc of time in si~ilitar!. operations. 
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'Yen thousand inen could have dolie niore two weeks since, thall forty could IIOJV, 
but they seem to begrudge every man sent ama) from IVashington, and w e n  
there they appear perfectly useless, so far as operating against the ellell-iy goes. 
'I'hil-ty thousand inen sent here two \leeks silicc would have caused every 
Soutliern Soldier to have been withdran 11 from the i'oto~nac ant1 licCylellan might 
now have his on11 way there. 

1 have just returned from an exatulnation of St. !lelclls Sottrltl, and tlle 
adjacent rivers, wlzich T was ordered to make with r n ~vessel antl some of the 
Gunboats, and found the same state of things as here, althougl~ it is so much 
nearer Charleston. I took possession of three forts, \\liich, hacl the people 
remained in them, might have given a great deal of trotlble, aixl went up the 
rivers as far  as the water permittecl and was in about an hour antl a half pull of 
Mr. Aike~l's where I an1 sure I might have gone with perfect ease, had there 
been any ohjcct in so doing. Not a ~vlzite man to be seen any\vlvhere, nothing 
but niggers, who mere per-fectly idle, but very iricntllj, and ready to work as 
lollg as we warited. I enlployed al?out fifty for a morning to bi-ing off military 
stores froill Fort IIeyn?ard one of the places I took posseision of, and 1 over-
heard one of then1 say, that they ought to work for us, in return for ~vllat we 
were doinq for thenl. I asked onc fellow \vhether t?le\ told h ~ mthat we mere 
coii?ing to carry them off to Cuba. he said yes massa. Well said I (lid yot? 
believe it. Iris answer shorn cd T tl~ouglit sornc ci~lickness, antl n a s  had I be-
lieved it do you think T ~voulcl have been here. '['he) do not seeti1 to hate tbeir 
asters or I thinlz they \%auld burti houses, which they do not, but they have so 

coiizpletely niatlc up their mind illat they are to be free, that I think it nil1 be I I ~  

easy matter to retain them, Lo~vever matters encl. I ~ e n tup to i3eauloi-t aboui 
a ueeli ago. At first sight the city loolrs as usual (and a vc'ry pretty place it i i  
wit11 a row of as elegant residences belongin? to the high aristocracy on tlzc 
water, as olle often sees,) but open any door ancl walk in, ancl you see at once 
the change; every house has been gutted thorougllly hg thc niggers. I nen t  into 
Mr. Nat I-Ieywoods perhaps the finest house there, but fount1 on11 a piano some 
heclsteads and such like articles, too heav: for easy transportation. The shops 
had heen thoroughly cleaned out. What is sinqular and goes to prove that 
i l~cre  cannot exist that hitter hatred vvllich has been suspected, there has been no 
;~tten-ipt to fire the buildings. While up the Ashepoo river, I visited Hutchin- 
son island and fount1 everything in pretty gootl order, 1 suppose co~lsiderably 
aver a huntlretl slaves as usual doiuq nothing as the overseer 1 ~ ~ 1  Thejrgone off. 
sceinetl deliglitecl to see us, asked me when me were going to free them, ant1 
ol'ieretl to lead me to the nearcit picket of confederates, ahout two miles off, 
when we heart1 heavy firing in the directio~l of thc Pa.i~l7zre~v11ichI had left at  
the entrance of the river. Stlpposing it to proceetl from an attack of some of 
the steamers ~~rh ich  are in the F'diito, on that vessel, 1 hurried every one on 
hoarcl of the ~ ~ 1 1 1boats, antl wcnt do\.vn to see 151l;lt ivas the matter and on arriv- 
ing found that it mas a false alarm thc sounds bring really in the direction of 
Port Royal As I had a ereat c'ral rnore to (lo, ant1 r7n) tinlc was limited, I was 
not able to return to I-lutchillson Sslancl. Llrs. ?,larch's Iiouse there seemed not 
to have heeri tlisturl~eti, any cjuar~tityof French books no dottbt brought h v  
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John nfarclz lying allout, and scattered in dirierelil tlircctions letters tlirected to 

Mrs 3Tarc11, w1iici-1 1 brought with me, and no\xl enclose to qou for John, to save 
thein from being read by the first party of soldiers who find their lvay I11 that direc- 
tion. I also send y o t ~  air old accou~it book which niight have sallle ~ a l u cII-G*?~ 
its antiquity atid tpl7ich was ing ni th  sonic ru11'uisli on tile floor, ant1 !>L0~11~1 
sooil pitched aside as rubhish. You see TVC have got Tybec and I suppose shall 
sc~on the other ports. T mas or1 shore yestcrclay to try atid pcrsuaclc Shermall 
to send inen at  oiice to qccupy thc fort on Otter Island, one of those nllich J 
discovered in St. Helena So~ind, and wliich is the key to every thiiig in that 
part of the coinlti-y; he xva5 wonderfully impressed mith tlie adxlantages to be 
derived from taking possession of the place, as it not only shuts up St. Helelia 
S o ~ ~ n dl-iut the Ashepoo and Conibal~ee rivers as well as closes the outlet of 
Charleston inland, but as yet nothing has been done and I suppose he will wait. 
until the enemy rcturn to occupy it. I should take Sherman io be a miglity slow 
coach. and J suspect if he docs not stir himself they will begin to suspect that 
the right man is not in the right place. T o  think of my pitching here right into 
such a nest of my relations, my brother, Williarn I-Tey~vard, Tatnall &c it is very 
hard but I caiiiiot exactly see the difference between their figlrtiny against nie and 
I against thein except that their cause is as ui~holy a one as the norld [hlas  ever 
seen and mine just the reverse. Kind renieinbrance to Mrs. I-Ioyt arid let i i ~ e  
know Izow you make out in the country. If you could only get our climate 
here you tvould no doubt find it niore pleasant, so far we have had it rather too 
warm. 

Yours aiiicerely 
P.DRAYIOX 

You tilust excuse my t ~ o t  putting stamps on this letter h11t we are entirely oul 
of them 

Mr. L. M. HOYT 

Staatshurg, Duk ness Co. N. Y. 


IJ S S PIWKEE 
T3'bee Roadr Jany 18 62 

MYDEAR IIOYr 
I a m  very glad lo l-iear from you once more, and cannot but tliilzk 

that your rea:;otis for deserting the couiitry at  this season arc all coiivinci~ig, 
citics being almost 1s intellecttiai as the cott~lt ry is for- the phj sical c!evelopn~ent of 
children. although as Syl's arc. not yet at the age 11 he11 the lorriicr reqrrircs special 
attention s l ~ e  car1 afloxil to consult llcr o w n  particular taste or convenience 
011 the prclscnt occasjori 1 should like of 311 things to drop in 011 tliem noxv at 
11//arshalls, and see the ~-outine ot one daj,  Cjne thing is af,least certain, that in an 
ecoirornic view, a~zrl ihat is riot one of liitle importance in these ti~iies, the ITJde 
I'ark party ?re  right in their course, as they at least are relieved lrorn all those 
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daily cle~nands on the purse, ~ihicl l  although not strictly necessary, are scarcely in 

a city niore to be avoided than i i  there was a law for them. 1 havc been here 
In coii~n~aild of a small sq~iaclroil for the last three weeks, to which is entrusted 
the blockade of the Savanllah river, the protection of the soldiers on TJbee 
Island, and the repression of Tatnall ancl his small fleet. I an1 lying in front o l  
Fort Pulasky, aiid a little over t n o  ant1 a half miles distant, quite within range 
of any decent sizetl rifle gun, hut apparently beyond any that they posscss, the 
largest shell that has been yet thrown neigliing only twenty pounds, they have 
l1ouever been gradually nearing us, ancl two days back came within two hundred 
pards, ~ h i c h  I an? very sorr:, for, as not being able to do any injury in return 
when they begin to throw shot over me, I must nlove n l j  anchorage, wllich I do 
not want to do, as it is exposed enough to the Easterly uintls /\,here I am, and 
~vill beconle Inore so the further off 1go. I am so much better off however than 
the outside hlockacling squadron, that T do not feel myself entitled to complain. 
In  the n ~ e a n  tirne the nea t l~cr  as regards temperature i i  tlelightful, as you nlay 
suppose, hvhen I tell :,ou that I have scarcely felt tlie want of fire, ant1 intlecd a few 
clays in each .I\ eek Ixay he put down as too warm. I havc been kept so constantly 
i71oving al~out,  that thii fixetl positicil is beconnil~g a little tiresoine, and 1 a*?, 
ciuite ready to go anyv~l~ere ,  so that it does not takc 121c yet into cold weather, I 
do not holvever as 5011 lxay sttpposc wit11 my capacity for readillg excr find a 
day really too long, particularly as 111:,7 fondness for Gerrnail !us not in the least 
alnted, and one of the regiments on 'l'ybee being entirely conlposed of persons 
of that nationality, I find opporttnlities occasionally oE doing a little of the collo- 
cjuia!, ancl do not run the risk whicl~ sonic of my officers (lo, of hei~ig cletainetl hy 
a sentry froni the i~npossibility of intelliyent conversation or explanation. ST\ 
cousin Tatnall takes a look a? me with hls scluadron every now and then, showin? 
an immense admiral's flag to our admiring and wishful gaze, but as he does not 
leave the protection of Pulasliy there the matter ends. You seem to think with 
many others that the questio~i of what i.; to he done with the slaves, is a knotty 
one, I agrc3e with you in the main, but consider that for the present we have 
nothing to do better than to weaken their masters, and strengtlien ourselves by 
holding on to all we can lay our hands on, and this I for one Iiave no scruples in 
doing, obeying as I am the niost positive directions of the Secretary of the n'avy. 
My brother referring to one or two reports that T have made on different reconnais- 
sances entrusted to me at the Uorth (and which by the way have sometimes alr?nost 
been made nonsense of, from carelesslless in transferring t l~em to the Newspaper) 
thinlis T a111 not so~intl rluitc on the Constitutional rights of Slave omrners. 
and thinks that they c a n ~ ~ o t  be loolzetl upon as l~ersoni,  iny answer to him may, 
that when a poor woman comes crjing to nle for the loss of her chilrlren or 
hushand, but whom she coultl itill join by rcturninq to a state ot slavery, of ~vhich 
1 have hat1 tllany instance\, I cannot 11ut think that at  leait she has two of the dis-
finctivc attributes of the rest of the humall race, love of liberty and offspring, and 
the ackno\vledgment of the domestic relations. T have probably seen inore of the 

plantation negro than any otl~er officer here, and one thinq has ~f-ruck me v c s ~ ~  
forcibly ancl Illat is the entire absence of any ~ d e a  that he can injure his master, 
although T havc see11 man! of this class who had been huntctl donrl like wilt1 
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ani~ilals sllot a t  and even severely wounded. 3'1iey see111cd to have no desire of 

levenge, and before a ~ ~ ~ t l l i n g  like a servile i~isurrcction could LC probable, tliere 
nils st be active int,erferclzcc on the part of the \~li i tes.  This xv11en \l7e thinlc of St. 
llomingo is not to be accountctl lor. I scnt the other day to 111) brother another 
package 01 letters for Johin 3iarcl1, ant1 I wish )ou mould say that the reason 1 
brought tlleni anray \ \as bccause I did not like to tlcstroy tlzeli~, and knew that in 
a feu days our troops ivoulti be there in occupation whicli \ \as the case. I<y 
the bye one of tlze iticidents of my last visit to the Nortlz Kclisto oulcl certaliliy 
$0 to prove that the panic incidelital to our occupation of 130rt Koyai has not 

i 

ceased yet. Supposing the Fort  at .the entrance of the river to be occupied, 
I fired a t  it to draw a return and ilnakc out its character, this it seems so aiarnzed 
n large canlg, of soldiers near a small town calletl Rockville, that clnring the night 
tlley decamped, ancl wllcll T the next morning l ca r t l i~~g  of their nciqhborliood, 
went in search of them. T fou~icl 170thiilg 1)ut an elupt? camp left in such a hurry, 
that al~ilost evcry:l1inz !:haL! bern forgotten, ancl there nrere lying about ever!- 
thing that you can think of as appertaining to a soldiers life. I I - ~ ~ r daftencards 
that there had been nearly a full regiment 011 the ground, and had tliey even 
thrown out a few scouts to satisfy tliemsclvec of our simall nuinhers, tliey might 
have taken myself and the forty men that I landed with prisoners. I felt a t  
times while busily occupied in rel-iloving their tents and other pluntler, to the 
liver, from w l ~ i c l ~  they wcrc distant a mile, that 1might he picked up  and sl- own 
about Charleston, but then again I felt assuretl, that people who had gone off in 
the way niy fellow statesmen had, would not be likely to stop short of ten niiles 
which I a f t e r~ la rds  fo~znd was true. There was no cvcuse for this Aight as 
their force tvss three times what I could have lantled from 111y steamers, and they 
could not have heen reached by our guns. What  a pity that we had not sooner 
had some of McClellan's idle soldiers to take advantage of this state of feeling. 
I am afraid however that we shall never tlu arrything untjl it is tliought possible 
lor solcliers to 111ovc beyond the protection of gunboats and fortifications. i l t  
~ ~ r e s e ~ ~ tso far  as I can j~tdge from \%hat 1 see anti hear no oile seems to drcaln 
that an army should be able to protect itself. 'Tliat Savannah could have bcen 
talten by a <-egit-ilent within forty eight hours after the I'oi-t R ~ j j a l  affair I haxc 
not tEie least doubt. No\\ it is altogetlier ctifferent. The last mail 1,ritzgs tile ; 
very savage letter from some one u!lo sig:~. iierseli a soutl~ern lady. 11 is tlatcd 
fro111 Pililaclelphia. T f  the poor creature hat1 an idea of the amuienient that hey I 

effusion has affortled on hoartl sliip she ~vould lie very shy o i  writing any i~?vre 
As reqards 1111self I feel SLICII 3 conreil~pt for the ~ ~ ~ i i o l e  part) and their nigqcr 
principles that I slnoulcl allnost feel tlegratlecl if T thouqht any of its 11~elul)crc 
could think ~cc!: of me. I t  mould certainly be itlon;; cvitlc~lceof luken.arinl1css 
011 1114 part towards that side ~vhich I 'nave taken fro111 tile sii~cere helitf ~ l i a t  i i  
reprcsenfl, 11ot o~l ly  the Iiighcr 2nd lower labv but civilization oil this sitie of the 
Atlarntic at least I an? not one of tlzose persons mho looks for an ilnmcdiate 
end of )he etar, ar;d thillk it \n~ill n1o.t lili-ely jn some forill or o t l~er  last rn) 
t h e  and have quite msde up mind, that Gyi~lnasiunis, horsei, excursions to 
the Nor t l~  River 80 &c are tliinys ttiat I sllaII Iiave 110 morc to (lo with, until 1 
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atit1 this kind of life t11~1t n e  leatl tells on pcoplL ~i1 a111 to jutlgc. 1)) t l ~ s  (Iiaugc 
that a few iilonths has nlade in rn> friends l~erc .  Sori?e of t11ei11 seem to have 
grown older in a few nionths than they tlitl in years before. O ~ i cLause fol- thi.; 
1 however to a great extent clo not suffer froln, and that is v + ~ ~ - r y ,and loss of  
deep. I try ant1 I tliiiilc with succesi to take things quietly, and ;nat iqe not- 
withstanding all the talk about fire h i p s  night attacks &c to get abotlt as unilis-
turbed nights rest except wl?en tlie ~veather is vcrq bad as I ever clicl at Staats1;urg. 
T think wit11 you that the Ma) ors position must be one of extrelne dclicac? uiiless 
lie has entirely eradicated Soutl~ern sylilpathies uhich call scarcely be the case 
with Southern property. I3y the hye on my last reconnaiss~nce I mas in sight 
of Mr. Aikens buildings and had I been so disposed could I am sure have occupied 
the plantation, which however nothing but positive directions would have induced 
rile to do. On the san-ie occasion at Mr. Seabrooks I found in liis deserted l~ouse 
a whale's toot11 that I had given to liis mife fifteen years ago. I would like of 
all things to have an after dinner talk with you of a few hours and go over with 
you all that has happened since n e  met last, for it seems to me that it is more 
irksome than ever to write, and I shall never be able to say on paper a tythe of 
what I should like to. 

Tell Mrs Koyt that T trust my Cl~ristinas present did not clt~plicate any of her 

books, if it did she must have no scruples in either exchanging it or giving it to 

some of her friends, taking the will for the deed. 


T think now I have given you a pretty fair letter, and with kind remenil~rances 
to Mrs. Hoyt and Angelica and a kiss to Gertrude I am as always 

Most sincerely yours 
P.DRAY~OS 

I 11atl almost forgotten to tell you I\ hat 1 have always thought of the Sli~lell 
affair, and that is, that it was just such another piece of unjustifiable bullying as 
that of Ingraham, which was so successful that 'Cliilkes could not resist the 
ten~ptatioii also of a little cheap glory, that we can get law for it altliougli no one 
has been able to show it yet perhaps, but supposing it so it is law founded on 
decisions made at a tiliie M hen the tyranny of the seas was at its heiqlit, and to 
support it some law was necessary. Ho~vever if law is an excuse for everytlling 
Shylock was rig-ht, and a man should prosecute every friend x111o mves liiin five 
dollars. Like Bull run however 1 tliink thc lesson we get is ailnost worth the 
cost. W e  were nearly, for the gratification of a little hate, about to sacrifice 
Lhe future of the country for the next cent t~r j ,  and from what T can see we are 
not yet quite sure of being out of the scrape yet. Zngiand is afraid if she lets 
us off. Then to get out of it in such a sneakin? way, rnaltes the matter ten times 
worse an lionest backing clown ~vould have been respectable in comparison. 

Mr  L. M. I-TOY-r 

107 West 14th St, New York. 
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U.S. S. I'XWITCL 
L'ort Koyul  l l c h  a4 1862 

311.IFAR HOYL 
I have been abseilt nolv fro111 t h ~ s  our Southern federal capltal for 

three montlls, and would not now have got back, were it not that it was absolutely 
llecessary to return for the purpose of replenishing lny stores, nlliclr ohbing to 
suci~s loiig absence froin head quarters, have alur~ost given out. 1 think if tliere 
1s any indebtedness in the way of letters it is on )our part, but as you are like a 
;=host, I will speak first, desiring as I do to hear what you have t~een doing with 
yourself this winter. W e  have now a spell of cold weather here, the last I 
strppose for the season At  Fernandina where I have been for near three ~reelrs, 
bve have heen suffering from heat ancl moscluitoes, and having passed througl~ 
the cold stage, we shall now look for the reqular annoyances of a Southern 
climate during the coming six months, if the n a r  lasts so long ~?rhicll sal~guille 
];.'eop!e think however it will not, but of nrliicll J have my cloubts, not that I dont 
believe in our contiilued victories, both seeing and hearing of tlzc. utter clcmorali- 
ati ion that apparently exists everj where south, but still tile terri1)ly bitter feeling 

I 

that prevades niggerdoni is such, that I am airaid the union feeling on the resus- 
~itatioiiof \vhich peace must depend nil1 1)e more diffictilt to 11iing shout tlian is 
gerlcrally counted on. There n1aj be ionic n ondcrful accicle~;t ljlce that of the 
battle of Baylen in Spain, to infi1se :t litrle qplrit into the Southern ariiiies hut 
~t ithout s~lch an occurrence. I can scarcely bclievc in a stancl being n?atle any- 
where. The panic after Rull run i~ nothin2 to what is showillg itself in the ranks 
of those wlio were then victors. Why tbc piaces they have tlesertetl in thii 
neighborhood, if occupied by men, might have tlefizti the navies of thc ~vorld 
At Fernandina I could with my ships company alone, in the shore batteries, have 
Idown out of water three times thc nuriiber nf veqscls t h a ~  we had to attack them. 
and strong points in the St. Johns River ,!ere deserted witliout eve11 spiking th(* 
guns, so situate<; that o t ~ r s  could not eve11 have been elevated to hear on them. 
YOLI can scarcely conceive anything wh;cli more completely indicates a general 
distrust in their powers, than mhat I have lately ,een myself. a n d  a11 accounts 
froni the West and J hope so011 from the Potomac slirnli the same tliing. Still 
we 111~1st not be too :re yet of the result we can scarcely expect to hold 
tile South 2s a cony7 -red people, at  least nit11 any comfort, the difficult part of 
the operation will still remain, evrn after armici ant1 naviei have perforivled tEleir 
tlesigrratctl duties. I for one can see no peace nhjlc the slaverjr rlucstion remains 
unsettled, and while any portion of the ctimmunit~ consicler it a higher and 
more holy duty, to c,cll niggers than to have frec institutions or civilization, and 
50 far  J doubt if our victories have as yet even weakenetl this belief T must 
c o l ~ f ~ s sthat after nllat f have seen here, o i  the horrors of the iiistitution J ~voultl 
be .nilling to [lo anything e-.;t rpt f o  rlestroy tile Corrstitution that tlie power to do 
evil tc: onet> fellows which can be and is exercisetl in niany cases licre, slioultl 
\bitl.in some named t i n ~ e  cease, hut 1 helievc t11a.i to make thii feasible there mcst 
l ~ ca great deal more f i~ht lng.  Ji-e n~ee t  here as you may suppow, with a gootl 
nlally remarkable cases bearing on the nigger cjuestion. One particularly which 
o:ie 01 the nficcrs rLlr~tc~ii to I-it t11rx othcr i l a ~ ~uoulrl answcr for Greeley. On 
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Doboy Island, near St. Slmons and [ :~UIISMick, tlney foulid one poor olil lnan left, 
,irid fedr~r~g  he inight starve an offer \\as niade to take ll;m away, which he 
refused, as he said he had btiried his wife only a little before 011 that spot, and 
preferreci djing there. Sollie oiic asked hi111 but have you ltad 110 cilildrcn, 5 c.; 
iilassa thirteen lrut tliej wert.: all sold for l)ucltetnlonej, ant1 iio~v that mj n ife 1s 
(lead I am all aloiie. The officer vrho related the circui1:stance says, that the 
pitcoui 111anncr is1 \\lllcli this 11as iaid, so affected his conipanioii and seli that for 
sonic time neither felt lilce speaking \lie liave another fellow at present on 
board of my ship, who had been living iii the b ~ ~ s l i  for a year, :,ec<iuse as he s a ~ s  
he mas so crticllj trcatetl that death \ \ a \  better than being a lotiger si11)jcctted to it. 
And he tnust be a pretty cieterrninecl felloi%, for lie has beell shot at, and bears 
many marks of what he calls nigger dogs. Soit. I clont want to take amray prop- 
erty enjoyed under the safeguard of the Constitution, but T do say that these 
llorrors sl~oultl ccase by law in the ililieteenth century. 

IJnless they get some steariiers to bear on us, I thinlc from all appearances 
the brunt of the war as regards the Xavq is nearly over, the sea coast has been 
deserted except in the iiniiiediate vicinity of the stone forts, and they can only 
be taken by the army unless we get tlie il/(ol~itordown Iicre. There is a report 
that one of these Monitors is preparing at Savannah, if so I suppose we shall 
some of us be treated a la Cuw~berland,for there seenis to be no more use in 
attempting to penetrate their hide, than tliat of some of the fabled knights in 
enchanted armor. However the Czhpyzberlalzd has proved that one may even be 
sunk creditably. after having passed through the storm and cold of winter, 
for we have had both in quite sufficiei~t quantity, we inay now prepare ourselves 
for the heat and insects which the people Iiere seem to count on to pay up their 
oppressors both of which we were even beginning to have a taste before I left 
Feriiandina, to which place I return to day. Let me hear from you, and with kind 
remenibraiice to Mrs. I3oyt and a kiss to Gertrude I am as always 

Yours most sincerely P. DRAYTON 

I enclose you five dollars, will jou subscribe to the Times for six months l~avitig 
it sent to Port Royal to my direction, if you can settle at same time for postage, 
and sliould any motley be left lay it out in Harpers and Atlantic Moilthlys as 
they appear, beqilzning ~vitli April Nos. Any news agent will do the business 
for you and pre1m.y the postsge. 

I send you a bond of the Fernandllia R Road of which I took ahout five liuiidred 
Tliousand dollars at par thus I coi~sider breaking up a qrand swiiidli~ig operation 
in embryo, it may be worth something as a curiosity at least. 

Fliliere is Carroll Livingston? Some one tells me he has ?one to Europe. 
If he has will you tender for me my resignation to tile Yacht Club wliicli I aslted 
him to do some six weeks ago, any thing to pay Ict 111c !cnt w. 
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MY r)r< ,LRHOYI 

C' !j S Pl\wneE 
l~erna~zdziznApril 22 62 

I n  your letter just received 1ou mentioli that John ?\/larclz feels ver) 
lndignai~t a t  the manner in which Wutchinson Island has been treated. As I 
suppose that some of this indignation may l-ie directed against me, and would 
not like to be lnisunderstood by any one, cotlnectecl with persons from whom I 
received so much kindness as the Major and his family, I will here repeat what 
I may in previous letters have perhaps already stated, in reference to my visits 
to his nlothers plantation. 

The first one was nlade in the latter part of November, and a t  that time, the 
cotton houses overseers house, and attached outi~uildings had been burnt, and 
many slaves taken away, the dwelling house \ \as open and in a state of great con- 
fusion, the furniture having been to a consiclerable extent removed. I remained 
only a short time and allonecl nothing whatever to he touched. There were a t  
this time present a number of slaves but no n l ~ i t e  peIson. I returned about the 
tenth o l  December, when I fount1 that ever) thing had Reen c1cstro)etl except 
the dxvelling house a i c ~ v  outbuildings, ever) licqro house hacl been hurnt to the 
ground, and no s l a ~es were left except a lei\ o r  the olcl and t1ccrel)ltl. Alnloit 
everything hat1 been removed from l f r s .  March's house, and the ~vhole placc 
was a scene of perfect desolation, all the nork  of the seccssio~i~sts. 

114y only reason for ren~oving the letters was to prevent their falling into the 
possession of our solcliers, who I lcne~vIT ould so011 be tlicrc, aiitl it was evitlcnt 
iron1 their being scattered about in everj rlirectioll on the floor, that the persons 
n7l1o had taken anray the other things, (lid not thinlr them ~vortli the trouble of 
ren~oval. As it was not until after ~ I I J  ~ c c s n d  visit that any of our people came to 
that part of the country, nhatever injury hat1 been done to t l ~ e  plantation, was the 
~ o r kof the overseer or some of the maraudin? l~antls, who seemed to have fount1 
a great satisfaction in that species of patriotis111 which exhibits itself in the de- 
struction of their lieighbours property. That all the vandalism of their own people 
was attributed to us in Charleston papers is very natural, ant1 a true story could 
scarcely be looketl for <until, the nor ld  arrives at that pitch of christian civilization 
\\here people love tl ~ i r  enenlie\ + I am very sorry for Mr. h/larchJs sister 
but until this matter is entirely settled, her property is not ~vorth  the value of an 
advertisement in the paper and this is the case mith all on the coast. The  people 
here have referred their cause to the fate of arms, and call scarcely be surprised 
a t  iintling themselves in a most unpleasant position nhen  the tlecisioi~ is against 
thetn My own Brothcr will prol~ably like so Illany otllers lose ever)rtlling, but 
althouqh sorrlr 1 think he richly tlcservcs it, el en more than others, l~ecause he ha.; 
not the excu,? of utter darkness and iqiiorance of right, like so rnany of his 
statesmen. l i  Joiln March l las  Southern s:, mpathies, of: course he lvill look uporn 
nt  itller my  at t i  or those of an;, other officer of thi5 scl~~atlron with muc l~  fairncsi, 
But this of course is to ine a very little matter, except as it affects llle ~ v i t l ~  his 
~ i i f e ' s  relations, nhosc good opinion I shoultl 1,e very sorry to lose, althougll 
rather than do what ~coliltl interfere \\l;ih the success of this great cluestion of 
I :il?inn T)ro<rt,iia n ( \[;or I d  civili7ation. T feel cjuitc rend) to cacrifice cvcry relatioll 
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that I liave got in the world, painful as it would be. If \ \e are not successful 1 
tlont want to live, and if we are there mill always he something to loolr to in the 
great future of our coulitry. This is I must confess a little of the highfalutin 
.tile of expression but it seerris to me at present to be true. Should you at any 
hime think it worth while to copy \\hat I have written I think it would be as well 
to stop wlzere I liave niade a cross. You speak of several persons getting into 
the Southern ports without difficult^, there is no doubt that many cases of small 
vessels running in liave occurred, although nothing like what is pretendeil, the 
clifficulty in blockading is owing to the number of entrances for sniall vessels on 
this coast, many of which we have only founcl out lately r~ncl which even had we 
known of sooner it would have been next to ii~ipossihle to close with the com-
paratively sniall nu~nber of vessels at the conlniand of Du L'ont. I dolit suppose 
that even now we could supply a vessel apiece to thenl, which would not be enough 
even throning out o f  consideratiotl the necessity i?f going away for coal. As 
n e  however now occupy the whole coast, it would be 4carcely possible for any 
more of this nork  to be carried on, which having the control o f  the inner lines 
of comm~u~ication becomes comparatively easy. Charleston is a port peculiarly 
difficult to blockade owing to the great distances that the clifferelit entrances are 
apart. I am satisfied that ten vessels are scarccly sufficient to shut it up, and we 
have scarcely ever been able to sparc for the purpose more than t n o  or three, and 
they of too great draft. As to preventing stealilers from running out on a dark 
,tormy night I dont believe city vessels could (lo tliat. 

I<very thing goes on here quietly cno t l~h  except that there is an occasional 
alarm from the so called (;tlerrillas at  the outposts, but it does not amount to 
much. I have heel1 off in my little steamer for t ~ ~ o  daj s in col~nection with the 
army to ti-ji and catch some of them, but could do nothing more than seize a large 
quantity of provisions, the want of which ivill I think prevent their remaining 
any longer about here, as the quantity remaining in the State is said to be very 
small, and corn worth ~iobv three dollars a husliel. which you as a farmer will 
understanti to he above the market price at which it usually sells. Much obliged 
for the Times which has reached me. kind remer~lhranccs to ATrs. Hoyt and 
believe me 

Yours most sincerely 
P.DRA~-TOX 

Mr. L.M. E J ~ Y T  
I send you a 1,ouisville Journal just to show what a11 amou~zt of wit Prentiss 

is letting off I\-eekly, on current events, they say that hc  never scems to flag, hut 
day after day it is the same thing. 

U S S PAWNEE 
Stono June 22 62 

MY III.: IIZ TTour. 
I can well understand that in this perioct of activity you should chafe a t  

heing obligeti \vith your strong interest in the success of our armies to remain 
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qul&tly a t  home, althougli that boric should eve11 be as delightfull) situated a one 
as > o l ~ r sat the Po~nt. 1 assure you illat \v\/hen suffcrillg from tlie heat and 

lnusquitoes of this Southern pandemonim1l I look \tit11 so111e lollgil~gto that time 
when I too ma) be a l~lcagain to visit you and the ITyde Park people, but strong 
as my desire to (lo so mas be I would not for an instant tliinlt of ,gratifying it 
untll the co111ztrq has l'eace or I ;lm unfit further to render it service, and indeed 
Troi~ixvl~atI can see there i i  as mucli need of i~ieilIIOW as at any period of the 
lvar. Thc Sot~tlihas instituted a Icyde en lilasse and me must tlo the same if 
\ te  expect to crush out t l ~ crebelliori, after the prese~llorgalilzcd force is once 
1,rolten then it IT ill he time enough to tliscontinue the increase 01 ours, but not 
before, the fact is a i  regards mcrc ~ n e n\ ~ eare outnun~bcredcvcrjnhere here 
overwliel~ningly,and I believe n u n ,  that \ \ere it 11ot for the Xavy there is not 
one si~igleportion orcupied our troops that could be retained, even no\v \ \ e11.7 

are nothing like as rnucli in earnest as our enemies, tlicjr are almost insane from 
hate and revenge, we in rather good temper ancl without ally as all controlling 
idea as that afforded by the nigger to them. 

Like every one else I should of course have liked 111~1~11to have 11ecn in S e w  
Orleans fight, which in aclclition to its being lJold and cleverly rliatiagcd had so 
much peculiar to itself to appeal to the imagination, hut  in  war as cveryvhere 
else all cannot be the lucky ones, and I for one shall he quite satisfied if it is 
considered that T have done nly duty to the best of my ability \\here ordered, a~irf 
so that we are in the end successful will willingly forgo illy share of the reuards. 

I an1 here in charge of scluadron of eight vessels to keep this river and protect 
the positions occupied by our troops, who as you will see m ~ tith rather a reversem 

a few days ago. The  attack made on strong entrerichments about the character 
of which we knew little was I think uriatlvised particularly after giving two weeks 
notice of om intention. It was the old story of Bunker hill and New Orleans, 
there is a good deal of talking about a failure being being caused from the supports 
not coming up. being in the battery and so forth, a11 of which I arn satisfied is 
illere stuff, ure never 11ad a chance, the thing was ixorall!l and ph j  s ica l l  impossi-
ble, ancl Iiad we succeeded for  an instant, the enemy's forces were fast con~inq 
LIP in such liumbers +'mt the disaster 11ooujd ha7 e been 11iuch greater, at least no 
honor was lost as tk leadinq regiments ~lnclo~~btedly hbcl-iavctl very well. feu 
days since I came on Pierre Kanc, 11c i i  hTaior of the 47th I think ant1 in tcinlio-
rary con~iuand. I conqratulatetl hi111 on hi< rapid pronlotion ant1 told h i n ~that 
he illustrated the re~narkattributed to one of oui Militia Generals in Europe \I ho 
accounted for his high rank thouyli still >ounq  from the fact that in jouiig 
coilntries like ours c\crj thinq even pron~otionnras rapid T alqo nlct at s:lm~ 
time a ver j  intcllic,c~~thriyht loqlting niqqcr I\ ho sccmctl tleliqhtctl to see mc  
altllough I i'iatl foreofutc.nliiln and itltroduced l~iiilself as 111y i)rothe~-sservant 
I Ie  was wniti11g on the oficcr i ~ . i~css ,  al thouyl~fat and contented wris so sliabhily1~1t  
dressed, that 1 told hi111 11e ou<lit to itrilte for higher naqcs, n.llic11 l ~ e5aitl lie I-iatl 
been thiiilzi~ipof. 

Gcnl Hunter  is a ~ i i i l t l  amiable qentlcl~lari, ant1 no one icc l l~sto able to 
imagine how he could 11avr mntle such a hlundcr as was the  issuinl: of his edict. 
f t  coultl ~xerely irritate ~xritboutfrecin,; a n i g q ~ r ,and was very rnucl.1 as i f  Jefi 
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Ijdvis was to il~lorln tlzc crew of the Pazunee that tlicq Icere all ahsolvcd froill 
their allegiance to our government. 

I really think that if Mrs. Hoyt takes care of you she is doing her tluty, ailtl 
liziglit leaxe the soltliers to person5 xi th  not so many inct~izibrai~ces,I-lowever the 
Souther11 n o ~ n c nare so iiluch 117 e a r ~ ~ e s t ,that I an1 glad to sce a little of the same 
spirit North. W e  will iced it all before this question is finally settled, our real 
troubles liave not q ct corne yet in 1 x 1 ~opinioi? by any means. 

If it was only sucll weather as ally one would con~e  into s\illinglj I ~vould 
invite you to colne and pay me a visit which I could easily arrange now as my 
clerk went hoiiie the other day invalided froill an attack of Fever that he cattght 
a t  Fernandina. Should I be detained however ul~til the liealthy season I can 
make you comfortable if inclined to come, and if you had a curiosity to hear the 
sound of a rifle shot I could put you in the way of it almost any day, as the 
batteries outside of our lines and on the creeks where I am obliged to go every 
now and then to reconnoitre, never miss a chance of firing at  that emblem of 
tyranny and oppression the Stars and Stripes. 

Kind remembrances to Mrs. Hoyt and Angelica, a kiss to Gertrude who I 
hope has not entirely forgotten me, and believe me always 

Yours friend 

NJr. L.M. HOYT 

Staatsh~~t-g
Yew York. 

NAVY YARD N. Y 

I Novr 16 62 
MY DEAR HOYT 

Hamilton tells me that you will probably come down for a little while 
I 

rvl~en your feet are all right again, as I may have an opportunity of running up 
to Hyclc Park myself cluring the coming week. Txt n1e know if you are likely 
to collie clown that we may not niiss each other. 

As ~ o u  see from the ridiculous reports in the papers I made\bill ~ x o l ~ a h l y  
another trip jestertlay in  tile Pascaic for tllc purpose of again trqing to fire the 
yuii 11itliout cutting open the turret, to a certairi extent it nas a success provir~g 
that it may he (lone if Ericsson n ill 11iake the cl~amber wllich ellcloses the muzzle 
strong enougli, whiclz l ~ e  will do when convinced of what T told him from the first 
that the lateral escape of gas from the muzzle of a large gun ii terrific and xvhich 
was proved yestestlay, l)y the blo~ving to pieces of his contrivar~ce which he had 
previously insisted a a s  twice as strong as necessary, this of course liis reporters 
did not notice. Ericsson was unfortunately in his youth a Swedish artillery 
officer ant1 thinks he lcnows all about such things, whereas he linohvs nothing. 
Prom thc first I have al~vays 'colt1 him exactly what would occur, and have been 
invariably right and he wrong, just the reverse of which is stated by his reporter 
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in tile N Y Times, ho\vever, if a mans nanle gets in the paper without his being 
called a thief or liar lie should coilsidcr 11i11iself fortul~ate and saj7 nothing. 

'i'here must 1io:v be another fixing up wl~icl-1 1111~51occupy a few illore days 
whcu Ericsson declare  the vessel v , r i l l  be ready to l~antl  over. 1 hope so, for 1 
aiii tired of the delays alzcl woultl ratlles- niucll 1)c of[. 

Tell h4rs Tloyt I an? lliucll obliged to hcr for sentlillg the boolts, ancl with kind 
I-emenihrance 

Yours most silicerely 
P. ~ R ~ Y T O X  

Inoh C I , , ~I'.\ss <rc. 

Novr 29 I-lamploiz R o a d s  


T\/~Y DE \R H A M I I ~ ~ O S  

I just have time to send you a few lilies to say that 1 arrived here to day 

about two o'clock, after a rather loiig passage consitlcrillg thc weatl~er which was 
hy  no nieans bad, althotlgh the sea ~vaslied over the vcssel like a log aiid com- 
pletely flooded ever~rthing l~elow, rendering things pretty uncomfortable. This 
however would have been of little consequence liad it been all, but as we neared 
Cape Charles this mornii~g, sonle of the stay bolts in the boiler gave way, filling 
tlie engine room with stearn to such an extent, that it would have been quite 
5erious had it not been smooth ellough at the time to let t11e liatchcs be opelied for 
the escape of the vapour and gas. This will take at least some days to repair, 
durimig which T trust the ilfcrri~urcrvill rrot make lies appearany. 

I t  is quite cold liere, far south as we are notwithstanding and tlie water wash- 
ing across the deck as it does all the tinie, does not add to the apparent warmtli. 
however this I dont care for, if they would ovly givc me a vessel that could steam 
and fight, but that would be expecting too rnuch from cor~tractors who have 
fortunes to rnalte, and must I suppose use bad material to do so. 

1 wili not be able to leave Eicre for soliie da j s  certainlj, after lny injuries arc 
repaired I shall most likely go up the Jan~es  River at leait as fa1 as Ne~vport 
News, when If there is anything worth telling you 1 ill write again, in the n ~ e a r ~  
time with kind re1 embrance to Mrs: Eiamiltan and many Iha~iks for her Turkej 
the last of whicl; Stimcrs and myself finisl~ctl mith much p l ~ a s ~ i r c  in tlie eating 

today, I am as alwnys 


?dost sincerely yours 

P. DR\Y I OX 

Mr. Ar,hx4snen IT i \ r r r ,  1 ox jr 

NEW'YORK. 


I' \ i i \ r c  I)ccr -5 62 

Kaoy Y n ~ dWu\hiil:io~z 
hlu ULG' EIA:IIIII,ICIA 

L ' I J ~ I ~1~111il letter :hrcitetl to T Ia~?lptonroaili \ \as  lor\\ ardetl to 

mc here, where I MTTS ~ c n tf,)r c:ei-t~iil ncccssiry rcl)airs to tlic i~~) i l e r i , 
rccluired 

f 


I 

I 
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oil ~ c c o u n t  of injuries, owing as tlie people h e ~ c  say, to inadequate fastenings, 
but according to Ericsson caused b j  inere jealousy. If all i i  true that is said 
about this gcntlcrnails indifference to money, 1 call only conclude from what I 
see, that like Freliiolit lie is ulifortunate in his friendi and emplojCs. I can 
scarcely say yet how long I an1 liltely to be deta~ncc? lierc opiiiioiis ciiffer so inuciil 
according to interests, but I should say at least ten clays. As I have every reason 
to believe that my vessel %as depeiided on to further and support certain inove- 
niellts intended, nothing could have been more unfortunate than tlie accidcilts that 
took place. 

I have got stoves up and an1 endeavoring to get the vessel as comfortable as 
a s  slze can be under the circumstances, but for the few days after the steam went 
down and before I could get stoves it as verj  17iuch like living in a well such 
was the constant dripp dripp. . . . 

Your iz~ost sincere friend 
P.DI~AYIOX 

I an1 going through just the same hurry here that 1 had thought to escape 
from on leaving New Yorlt. 

G S S PASSAIC 
Aavy Yard Washin~to~a 
Decr 9, 62 

r\/T-~fDEAR HOYJ 

It seen~s prett) liard to get off one of tlie iron clads, and as regards 
111y vessel we seen1 only to have changed the scene of operations, from one Navy 
Yard to xnotlier. The fact is that all of the work appears to have been care-
lessly atid cheaply clone, and as usual the interests of the country o~lljr con- 
siclercd so far as it accorded with +':at of the contractors. They say illy boilers 
which gave way will be ready by the end of the weeli, although I rather doubt it. 
i n  the mean time finding it scarcely probable that I should be able long to stand 
the eternal wet and dampness of my cal)ili, IT itliout any means of heating, I have 
taken rooms in tomn at  a kind of private house ltept by a coloreci gent. nariled 
Wor~nley, \vllo \$as quite well spolten of by Trollope and I think with sollie justice, 
as it is a comfortable establisl2n-ient barring the ~lnucl~itiess and want of order 
which seem inseparable from the race which just a t  present occupies so much of 
t l ~ e  public attention. W e  arc  ovei-ruli nit11 senators and men-tbers n ~ h o  wont be 
lcept out, no rcqulafior~s bein? considered to applq to those high ful~ctionaries, 
and on Satt~rtlay \ve llacl tlic President Mr.  Chase and some other important 
people, tlic former nerit cverywhcre crawled into places that Gerald or Henry 
would scarce havc ventured in, and gave us a funny storv or t u  o in illustration 
of the incitlelzts of the occasion. I i e  looks nmre like a qcntlcluan t l~nn  T eu-
l,ectcd to see, f rol~i  liltenesses and descriptions My 1,renIring do~vn n a s  most 
unfortunate, as f r o n ~  what I can learn, there n a s  s o n ~ c  ~crv icc  marked o i ~ t  for me 
to perform at  once, which has I suppose lloxv beet1 nc-cssarily postponed I tlont 
~ l ~ i n kwe shall ever get things right until a comractor or two is severelv punislied, 
as  a reminder to his confreres, that the country as well as the i~lclividual has 
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riglit<, and is entitled to a little consideration. L2ftcr the 11or.i-icl ~veather \ic have 
21at1, to clay is c l ~ a r r n i ~ ~ g ,  and eve11 comfortable at  as bleak a place as this Navy 
Yard. Iron ships are not the most agreeable places of resiclcncc at any time or 
under an) circumstances, but I am satisfied that snow and North~vesters arc their 
ipecial enemies and 1shoulti like to get South as rpiclz a? possil~le to 1)c out or the 
reach of hoth. 

The -weather nas  not quite had enough on 1114 \fay ronnd to enable n ~ c  to 
judge of what is to be expected fro111 my vessel in a gale, I only know that I 
qhould not have liked to take in more water than we did for about twenty hours, 
and if the steam was to give out in a heavy sea I think we should rtul some risk 
of either being asphyxiated or drowned which first I carlrlot yet decide. I think 
i f  Ericsson could only be persuaded to take a short cruise in one of l ~ i s  inventions 
ne would learn a great deal more of them than he ever will theorizing ahout tlzem 
in his room. Kind remembrance to 341-5. Hoyt and believe me 

Yours most truly 
P.DRAYTON 

141-L.M. HOYT 

New York 


U S S P.\ss 1 I C  

l\'nvy Yard Washingto~zDecl 16 62 
]~\'IYTIEAR HAMII,TON 

I have delayed from day t~ clay answering your letter, in 110pe that 1 
could tell you that the box which has giten 10u so much trouble had come to 
hand, which it did this morning, after no doubt a most painful and eventful 
journey as it was shipped on the 10th. Expresses like many other things are iast 
becoming inisnolners in our slouchy country. bad I left here at the time that it 
nas  probable that I shciuld have a few dais back, I should have bee11 likely to 
have spent a s111all Tortune in cxy~el?ses in this uniortunate box, the n ~ l ~ o l c  contei~ts 
oi  ahicll would ?car 1.11 iell for ver! niuci~more than I have even i~olv paitl for 
its meanclerings. 

t l y  vessel has heen so carclcs,lj finisl1ed, that juit as fast as one hreak tlo~vn 
is patched up, ailother shoni  itself, and n1) little practice here ha5 shown mc 
that had I entered intcl action n it11 I I I ~g ~ t ncarriages in the condition that they 
\\ere, I shoultl have reqularl) been hors de combat in a very little while. All 
this is lnost provokiny, and 1 l q i n  to rue tile (lay ~vhen I yot into the iron clad 
btrqinesi, thc tll-xo:i~ir)rti 2 can stantl, F J U ~  not th(, lvant of efficiency which be- 
comes lilorcl and more apparcnt ?very ilav. The fact is that scarcely any thin2 
promiset1 sccnls to have been pcrforincti ant1 yet as it is alniost too late to applv 
a renlcdp wire ;nust i silr)poc,e use thcni as they are, and vet with the reputation 
of the most noilclcrful ail(] coniplete invention5 of this or any othfr age, for my- 
scif I never have hat1 as 11ll1c1-1~ o r r vin all 111y naval career put together, and 
xvhat is norsc cari sce nothing t o  1-clierre me fro111 it in the future. Iiowcver all 

j~ betlzecn ol~rselves ant1 ro t  to qo anv further, especially to 1 ~ .kept f r o n ~  
p c ~ q > l ~  .,l?~p;t1lics iijr it  \~olilrl to hear an!- lvit11 s o l l ~ i ~ e r i ~  no do11l)t please Jcff 
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tiling ui~lavourable of a class of vessels 17 ilich harre alreatly before lcaviiig port 
even, frigl~tened the wl~ole Southern Seahoarcl. Yoti I want to I i n o ~ ~  the true 
atate of the case, and undcrstal1d that tlie Savq which has been kept alnia) s out- 
sicle, is not rcspoilsible for delays n l ~ i c l ~  no the dis- \\ill doubt cxcitc greatls 
pleasure of the community, aild wl~icll perhaps 3 l r  1: 11 ill shoulder off 11 possible. 
In the lnenrl tilm I rnay be kept here a da! or a week it being hartlly poisible to 
say \vliich. Should 4 ou feel inclined to run on taking tlie cl~ance 1 shall of course 
be delighted to see you and show you round the nlt~ddiest city T am sure in 
Christe~ldorn at  least. Another freeze would l ~ e  a mercl so that ~ t e  could again 
travel on the earths surface. I have a room at Wormleys in "I" street a mulatto 
concern of solne repute here but ~vhicli mould be lost a t  once if moved further 
north.. .. 

Yours most aff) 
P.D R A Y ~ O K  

W e  are filled up with members and senators all the tinle, the latter I think as 
a rule about the seediest set of individuals in appearance one often sees, they 
all believe in iron ships, and think all is up with the South now. 

R4r ALEXH A ~ ~ r r , ~ o nJr 

Yew York 


U. S.S.l'A\ss4rc LJcc 22 [1862j. 
iVavy Yard Waslzzn~ton 

MY D ~ A RHAMILTOA 
Don't lose heart, one would suppose froin all that it said round us, that for the 

first time in the borlds history, it is our lot to exhibit unsuccessfttl generals, and 
a war in which our enemies were not wiped out rigllt off. As for our poor 
president he is held responsible for all acts, althougl~ they seein to be settled for 
him in caucuses of governors and senators. The fact is that wllile our eneinies 
have entirely dropped the states riglits l~eres) .  n e  arc taking it up, and seem dis- 
posed to carry it out with a degree of earnestness, that vrould a )ear back have 
been loolted upon as treason Who caii saj where a revolution ends and in what. 
Halleck gave nic last evening tlie official returns of castlalties at  Frederickburg 
1152 killed, 1430 sufficiently .i~.oundecl to hc ill hospital, and 500 prisoners. 
Rather different fro111 urhat our fears and tliis illfamous straqgllng lcacl t ~ s  to 
believe at first, througli the reports of the timid and diiloyal. T l ~ e r eis little 
doubt 110~ever that our armies melt a\vay sr,l-iien,l~at like a scottish clan, in I~artl- 
ship or ill l t~ck, aiid 1~111io  lo l~g  as it is co~lsideretl tr) l-\e 1-criiecllable by a chanqe in 
the cabinet or the field, ant1 not by punishing desertion. '1'lie Prince de Joinvilles 
l~atnphlet gives us 1 think the key to a ,;~r)d inany cf these anomalies. Every 
~nori-Iiilgmy vessel is certainly to he ready on the next, things look now pretty 
favoural~le for Tuesday, in the meantime I run son~e  risk of being frozen up at  
the Navy Yartl. Kind rcmcmtrancc to hlrs Hamilton and bclieve nie 

Yours most affy 
P.DRAYTON 
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ii. S.S.I'ASSRIC 
I ; ' raufor i  A- C Jany j 63 


;Cry IX \R HOY1 


I arrived here on the first alter Lelng knocked about first in a S W ant1 
afterwarcls a JJ TV qale for three (la) s, and not very plcasallt oncs tllcy were as 
4011 i11ay suppose in these infernal l~lachines, wllich 1 always thought were otrly 
sea going vessels in the imagination of those 1Iersol.s it110 iicre interested that 
it should be believed so. At  one tinie I tnust c o ~ ~ f e s s  it looked asthat if 
the Passaic would not last until dallight as the nater  llad got up to within 
three inches of tlie fires and the) otlce extinguisl~ed, of course we should 
have been soon after, fortunatclj ho~vever just in the nick of time the engineers 
mailaged to get the pulnps fairl) at  a o r k  and brought the ndter once lnore to 
my relief and I suspect everyones else belo~v the engine room floor, but n e  arc 
5aEely through it this time so I wont say any more on the subject, and only hope 

,le will have better luck next time. I can~lot however but think from 11ly short 
experience that Ericssons invention is about as fitted to go to as as ~ ~ u c l i  sea 
pleasure boat, and I only nish if 11c pcrs is t~ in a contrary opinion that l ~ e  could 
be persuaded to t r j  a short voyage to judge fro111 dear cxpcrience. 

Gankl~cad of the ill fated L2/io~zitorcame in here a day or two since. Bow he 
and kis crew was saved with the sea that \\,as 1-ui~sijng at tile time is a wontlcr to 
mc, fortunately tliej just savetl the snoon, or ~t nould l~avc  been out of the tlucstiot~, 
the boat wlzich was prirlcipally instrui~~ental in talting off the ,Monitorspeople, I 

was s~~pposed  to liavc beel? lost on her ldst trip, 11ut much to cverlones satislac- 
tioil canre in yesterday having Reen picked up by a schooner. 

Of all the places J have seer1 this is t h e  nmst tlredry loolting, sdntl pine trees 
and tunlble tlown houses. Soldiers arc pouring in cn roirte to Sewhern what 
to do I dont knolv, but I am sure they will (lo nothing. I dont see lioiv we can 
assist them slid that s t~cha tiisorderly rabble xvill do anything alone I dont 
believc. i3tforc this war takes a favourahle turn 011 the ltlantic, we must dis- 
cipline our arm),  punish desertion or as ;L is called straggling, and disabt~se our- 
selves of the idca that n t 1 ~ 5 e r s  In theinsel~rei arnouilt to much. I am satisfied that 
Burnside has wli+ nmorc r 311 than l-ic call use, and a iiuiltlred thousand more would 
only tend to break him down quicker, from the tlifficulty of feeding them. Still 
1 ail1 quite convinced that barring foreign intcrfcrermcc n c  must in the end carry 
everything before us, blunder on as n e  may, alicl as I believe that slavery call 
only be destroqed slowly, I dont knoiv that this tlilatory way of proceeding is not 
the surest as it gives tile people time for prcparatioi~, and mill ellable them to bear 
tire shock which the idea of no nigyers 5eems to have [or some of thcm. I doiit 
$<now ez actly whr r .: next, but n ,hall certainly not be here much longer. When 
I a n  tell yon whcre to direct to lne I wiI1 nr i te  aqain in the mean time ~vitll kind 
*c..neirlhrance to ail in the houie r 1111 a i  a l n a ~s 
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U S S I'nssilrc 
13eaufort iV C Jany 12 1863 

MY JIEAR EIAMILTOC: 

I send by the Abby Allen a Sclloorler which is taking from here soiiie 
prize goods the two books which Mrs. llainilton was kind enough to lend sxe ant1 
both of which especially Elsie Venner I think quite good. I dont suppose she 
values them very much but as the opportunity offered I thought I might as well 
send them. As it is not certain whetlier thc port will be New York or Phila 
delphia if the latter I lzave rcyuested the officer in charge to leave the package 
with my brother who will send it on. 

1got under way this morning inteildislg to go to sea but as the wind caine out 
to the S E thotight it better to wait for a snore favourable tiine, although I 
believe myself that there is no use in attempting at this season to secure good 
weather. I t  is all a chance, but as I was advised itrorigly to stay I stayed. 

I 

I have repaired all damages and consider sllyself again in pretty good contli- 
kion. As to these vessels being fit for the sea that in my opinion is ridiculous, 
and indeed out of Ericssons clique I never yet found any seaillan that thought 
differently. Of  course if a man can make inoney by an invention his interest 
will soon make him really believe it without fault, and 1i:ricsson does not err on 
the side of want of confidence. I will of course in my own interest do the best 
I can with his machine, and shall probably be clisposed, if it carries nie through 

I 	 safely to put up somewhere as a votive offering an iron clad in wax. However 
all the worry I have had with the confounded thing since does not equal that 
wliich I went through with the clique in New Yorl<- while fitting out. 

I am bound South where I should like to tell you, so that I could get a letter, 
but it is a secret of Polchinello, which ever;one knows, but which I must not tell. 

Worden is here in the Montauh like inyself waiting for fine weather, he had 
good weather coming down, but managed to run ashore corning in, lay in a rather 
vlncomfortable situation for about ten hours. 

The constant use of my eyes by candle light will make me blind if I dont spare 
them so I must finish my letter, and with kind remembrance to Mrs. Hamilton 

Yo t~ r  friend 
P .  D R ~ Y JON 

Mr. ALEXANDER JrHAMILTON 

Xew York 


U S S PASSAIC 
Warsaw S o m d  Feby 11 63 

MY DEAR HAMILTON 
As I believe I told you before, I caiinot write much now, as I find the 

continued use of my eyes by artificial light, is niore than they cTa:l stand. This 
will account for my friends not hearing from me as often as I would desire. I 
suppose however that in your case the actual want of time, is quite as valid an 
excuse as iniile of a deficiency of sunlight. The days are now, strange as it may 

I 



I 
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sound to you ia Ncw York becoining as they lengthen warm and it is e~ idcn t ,  that 
belore long I shall be able to manage very well both reatling and writing on deck. 

I have been here near t n o  weelis, blockadiiig the Wilmington river one of the 
olltlels of Savannah, out of which the Pillgal an iron clad has tlireatei~cd to go, 
bound on sollie of thosc excursions of miscl~iei, which to our cause havc l;ees? 
;L little ioo frequeilt latel). The fact is, that we have hacl it all our ow11 way 50 

long on the ~vater ,  that everyone scouted a t  the esle~ily returning to seek us there 
even with iron against wood. 

I t  is certainl) a little singular that \?lit11 all our boasted iixdustry our rehel 
friends have actually got ahead of us in iron clads, which they build faster than 
Xve can, and which although perhaps not quite such wonderful sea goers as 
Eriesson clailiis for his, ansner every purpose required of them, and completely 
a t  least iieutralise ours, by the necessity they place us under, of a conslalit blockade 
of e;c:-4 place where one oE thenl is, 1%it11 one o f  ours, so that ins te~t l  of liavi~ig 
any for active operation, \c e 11avc tlicni a1)sorbctl in juit such tluty as I a p  doing 
ilere, ancl Wardcii a t  the Ogccchec. T:y tile b l e  after all tlie capital that Ericsson 
has 1~ee:i maliing out of Rodgers reports, tlie vessel has broken down, and will 
require I an1 afraid a long time to put in order. I thought Rodgers was hurraing 
a little too soon, he ccrtlfieil to her being an elegant scahoat, before lie Iiad seen 
what a heavy liead sea .i\~ould do, and generally I thinli went off as they say hali 
cocked, which gave E n  an occasioii of writing a few of thosc wonclerftll ingenious 
letters of his, ir! v~hich he invariably keeps hack about half the tlutli, as lie dicl in 
unc that I saxv in the lid of 29, wliere he cjuotes the beam o-l his vessels 38 f t  
and draft 10% i t ,  the first being with the side bul~varks which are immersed at 
least 3% ft, 46 i t  and the last s e l d ~ n i  less than I r f'~q inches, and in my case I 

snore. H o v ~ ~ v e ras  I told some one the other clay, he must be a hold inan n h o  

would undertake to contradict in a New York Paper, tlie statements of a man tlic 

oibner of five inillions of Goveri~ment contracts. So far the history of his vessels 

is as follons, Passnic a terrible smash up at the start, IlJonitor sunk, Weehewlze~s. 

sniasli up, [blank/ T belicvc all riyht as slie only arrived !e i t ~ r d a j  at Port  L<oyaP 

~ ~ e r h a p ir may hc ~clol7.y. 'J'iliiirxclutlec all that so Far have attempted long voj -

ages. 


'c~Tortlensoperations on a fort i ~ i  tlic Ogeecliee the other clay, (lo not proiilise 

si~uclx either, for the mo~itlerful xv inch gun, as the e-ricct producetl on the earth 
 t 

~vorks,  was pretty rnucli mhat I told tlicm ir  16 ould be heforeliaiitl, that is very 

slight. There is little tioubt in 111y mind, that u ith very coiisiclcrahle powers of 

endurance, the &Toviitors liavc only a very limited one of inflictinq injurq on 

either earth ~vorlts or stone forts, and this arises froni their few guns arid the 

>lowness n it11 TI hidl tile fire fl-oiil these is tlclivcrcd. The qreat a t lvant~qe is 

;if+cr all the ljeiliq ahlc ro paii  forts nithout rcccivirly riiuch tianlaqe, l ~ u t  this i ~ .  

to n qreat tleerce ~~e~llralisccl tlic ~vhole Southern 
IJ [?:re as a t  Cliarlcston ant1 a lot~q 

coas:, the water is so shallon, . i s  to perlilit stopping lip the cl~arinels, ant1 1 for 

olle h e i n  to hav,, serious tifi~~bi.; otlr dii-
on the sul~jcct of the few iron clads nt 


posnl, b c i n ~  ahle to tlo riiuth tonards tlic ~-edl~ctiorl Tliis of 
of 1nj7 nativc citv. 

coursL ~ r o u l d  not he :*TI opinicn a,.:rceahle +o the ptlblicli, vrho have I)een stuffec; 

to ~ : i r * l ia point of replcflor~, r: it11 m~onder f~~l  
iioriec of the power of the iron elads, 
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tliat lilte illail> people who ought to know better, it fi:i~llq bcl ie~es  that one is all 
iufficient to reduce any place on this continent, even In cases where there is 
zictually not a sufficiency of water to permit of approaclling. In view of iny 
neighborhood to Savannah \\here there are llot only plcnl) 01 troops and straniers 
to say nothing of the I;z?t,yal ancl it is saitl another rain, I haxe to he very nlucli on 
the watch a t  night, that no Gnl-deslo~zdoclge is attemptetl on 1 1 1 ~self or my com-
panion a wooden Sun lmat and feel mqself ohligecl hefore it is quite dark to shut 
up like a tortoise. This .ne can starltl now, but liave some dottbts of its practica- 
bility in hot weather. 

I had got so far  when the Steamer fro111 tl-ie Ogeecllce en route to Port  Rojral 
arrives ancl as I tlont ~ v a n t  to detain her I must put off all the other interesting 
tnatters which 1 sliould probably have discussed. This I must say to you horn-
ever that you rnay not go too far  with the Seymourites and other traitors, not 
to  the state because they may F)~con~c the majority ancl even if not have a right to 
cxpress their opinions, 11ut to hunian progress. I honestly l~elieve that shoulcl 
a dishonorable peace he brought about through their niachi~lations they will 
before five years are over be looked upon as A4rnolds. TVhen you answer this 
ivhich T take it for grantecl you will do tell me Syl's tlirection, ancl with kind 
reruembrance to Mrs. TTamilton believe n?e always 

Yours most sincerely 
P DIZAVTON 

Get a sniall palrlphlet "Holv a free people contl~ict war" 11y C.I. Stille of 
l'hiladelphia and read it. 

lJS S Pnss irc 
TVnrruz~~Sound T;eby 18 63 

MY DEAR HAMILTON 
Please pay the postage on the accompanj inq trio letters for which I send 

fifty cents. I felt niyself in duty hound to thanlc Captain John for his kindness 
in getting me the brushes, and recollecting the Navq register, nhich however 
has not 5 el reached me, perhaps jour nian can trace it u p  through Adanis express. 
The  echo of the mishaps off Charleston, is just reaching us hcre, and I suppose 
the puhlick mill pitch into E n  170nt and the Department, both of whom did 
their hest n~itli the means, the fault l:einq, that on the tlaq of the disaster there 
-iiere only two real irr~tl clads on the coast, ancl of these the Mo~ztaukwas block- 
ading the Ogeechce, which hat1 i l ~ e  not (lone tlie iYnsl'zville \\,oultl have been out, 
and I just ready for sea again having left tliat very day to come hcre to stop 
another rat hole, atit1 not too soon, as  thc Fifzgnl tiicl malie her appearance three 
days afterwards in the upper part of this river, and noulcl have undoubtedly 
corne clown had she caught our xooden ~lesseIs alone. The  papers have hum- 
bugged the Publick long enough ahout Charleston. It is the Richmond of the 
South, ant1 not to be taken because we want it. I suppose that all the shot in my 
veswl and Wortlens would scarcely amount to the number of guns that defend 
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it, to say nothing of every thing in the way of obstruction, from stones pilcs 
and torpedoes, that human ingenuity can devise, besides three isoil plated vessels. 
I t  is all very well to flatter the mob of ignorant people, with thc itlea that they 
shall have what they want, but in the present casc means arc required which have 
not been supplied, ancl should an attempt on Charleston fail, and result, which 
in that case it must, in the loss froin stranding or otherwise, of some of our iron 
clads goocl bye to the coast, for although we talk largely, I dont know where thc 
vessels are to come from in the ncxt six months to replace the present iron ones, 
except from the Southern ports where they can make people work. For the first 
time yet I begin to dispair a little of the future, and not on account of external 
foes, but for the enen-zy within us, colnposed of that large class of people, who 
dream that they can get peace, without national degradation ut-zder present circum- 
stances, or rather pretend to so believe, for no one in his senses can think for an 
instant, that the Soutli victorious, will be satisficd with anything short of the 
Missouri Compromise and all slave states, to say nothing of Washington and the 
reopening of the Slave trade. I am satisfied of one thing that no peace mats will 
dare shorn his face in two months after it is made, and yet without a draft, there 
will be nothing else left, and a draft must come from above and not below. Jeff 
Davis and the Southern Oligarchy, have the necessary coercing force. Our  
republican form, which is so much decried for its tyranny has it not. however 
as I C O L I ~ ~very well v7rite for an hour, witl~out then saying anything that you 
would not already have heard, I will drop the subject. 

Glad to hear they are so comfortable in Lafayette place, that you are so a t  
18 Washington Square 1 do not need to be told, my long residerice there having 
very strongly impressed it on me, and I only wish I could honorably get back 
again. remember me kindly to Mrs. Hamilton and believe me 

Yours most affy 

P.DRAYTON 

M r  A. HAMILTON
Jr 


New York 

P. S. . .. You ask me if 1 get any exercise now not much as you might 

suppose, but still I keep in very goocl health, as clo 111y officers ancl crew. I have not 
a sick person on board, nor has there been one for a great while, and were it not 
thar to guard aylinst surprise I am obliged to shut up the doors at  night, and thus 
lose a good deal of fresh air, I should have notl-zing to complain of, although the 
sea even here goes over the deck when tliere is n~uch  wind, but that we are now 
acc ustonled to. 

Pi poor little pilot boat from Savannah en route to Nassau ran ashore yester- 
day inorning just before liqht and we had to talte her, accorditsg to law although 
it seclnrd a shamr. to trouLJe sucl-z a rnite of a thing she had however seventy two 
bales ~f cotton on board and the late papers. 

Yours affy 
P. DRAYTON 

Mr ALEX HAMIL~ONJr 

New York 
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U. 	S. S. Pnssll1c 
Warsaw Soz~ndFeby 28 63 

MY DEAR H o Y ' ~  
I liave 11ot I think writtell to you for sonle time and illy excuse for it 

is that I find the dim day light or constant use of candles is so ruining 173y eyes 
as to warn me that I had better use them less. 

I have beell here just a month, for a short term of which we were kept on the 
c l ~ ~ ivive, by all kinds of reports of the positive intention of the Fi~zgaliron clad 
to come dowm, as well as the purpose to try to carry ~ l i y  vessel by boarding s o ~ i ~ e  
dark night. As the 17igzgalhas however after coming as far as the Thunderbolt 
batteries just above me, and ~ r h e r e  there are obstructions, has returned to 
Savannah, and the boarding if ever thought of, has now become an old story, 
we are back again to the usual stupid condition of things, where your enemy has 
obstructed every avenue of approach to him, and wont come to you. I really 
hope however that something decisive one way or the other will take place before 
the hot weather catches us, for although I can now shut up at night, and thus 
make things pretty safe against those favourite niglit attacks of the enemy, this 
will be impossible much later without a risk of suffocation. No doubt you are 
all looking with anxiety for the taking of Charleston, which has been so long ago 
promised that people niust be a little tired of waiting as they have been so long 
doing for Richmond. In  regard to the first I am glad to see a slight lowering 
in the tone of the papers, which with many ~ n c c h  better informed, really believed 
that a couple of iron clads would carry, what I verily believe when the shallow- 
ness of the water, the cl;~cructions of every possible kind used to make it shal- 
lower, and the number and size of the guns which defend every approach, is 
taken into consideration, to be almost the strongest place by sea in the world & 
not taking into consideration torpedoes, which are strewed about like autumn 
leaves, or iron clads which alone are three to our four, originally supposed to be 
abundant for our purpose, although there has been every where so much loose 
talking you find that when the time for action draws near, those responsible for 
success and failure, begin to look a little more seriously into the question, which 
is by no means a trifling one, for failure will probably lose us this coast, attended 
as it nittst be with the destruction of some of our iron clads, or what would be 
worse should they be stranded, a niost likely thing, their getting into the hands 
of the enemy, two iron clads two months ago, would probably be equal to four 
now, and so it will go on every delay requiring a considerable increase of force, 
to produce the same result. Who is to blame for the non performance of con-
tracts as even coinmittees of Conqress cannot or wont discover, it would not do 
for me to surmise, but I think the elder Napoleon, would have shot some one, as 

at1 example to encouraqe the rest at least. The fact is, that with the no st inade-

quate means up to a short time aqo, the Confed. had more iron clads afloat than 

we had, a l ~ d  if there had been only a verv little of that enterprise existing, which 

our sympathisers seqecl~ nive thcni,  thev ~niqht  have cleared this coast out 

clean, before Worden and mvsc-lf cot 'lare. A ?  ;lt null r11n however, the olden 

opportulIity was allowed to pas';, nevnr T liope to rct~lrn,an enormous advan t a~e  
is still possessed though, which is the facility of cor1centr;~tin~ on any one point a 
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iuperior force, or at least appearing ~ z h e ~ l  ilot expectetl, tliroug.11 means of this 
v,onderful inland navigation, through the sivamps a11tl I-~ajoui, the elltralices to 
xzhich are defended hy forts, and obstructions of every kincl, .the latter l)i-eventing 
;r rlestruction o f  the fort, the former the rer-iloval oE ol)structions, mhicll it is 
irnpossihlc to do  tl~ltlcr fire except 11y some of the patcllt nlotles supl~lictl 1)) 
torpedo nien anti other cjuacks, nilo are not to carry them out, Ilut onij to receive 
the i-iloneq for it. The fact is l~t t ie  sii~gnlar, but ali~lost all the ~ ) l a n ~ ~ e r s  a of 
iksperate enterprises, and particularly of thosc almost hopeless, iiever go to the 
war, where thcir great couragc and i11diXei-elice to rislz \vo~~lcl produce such an 
inspiring effect on the tin~icl people n h o  really clo tl1c fightin?. All the on to 
Richmond class keep out of the sinoke to see plaii~er perhaps. As we now llo~v- 
ever have about as man] iron clads a i  can he collected hefore hot m7eatl1cr I 
for one hope that the attempt on Charleston \till be n ~ a d c  very soon, hit or miss. 

!suppose like many others you are considerably worried at  the growing clis- 
sensions among ourselves, where I think the true danger lies, for i f  only united 
and in earnest the South cant hold out T think for more tllan another year. of 
course no one except perhaps a few traitorous leaders know what is intended, 
for peace with the South at  present not only nleans utter disgrace, hut the loss of 
the territories, and as 1believe that our people arc as nlad after cheap land as those 
of the South after cheap niggers T an1 sure that when it hecomes apparent that the 
land can only be secured by force therewill be a second Sumpter risiny,witl~ a lilore 
solid foundation for t l ~ e  enthusiasm, xhich heiny for something ~vliic11 appealing 
dircctly to the interest of the community ivay last longer. nne ill rcsult of the 
foolish talking of the North Is to inspirit the South, as I saw from the conversation 
of some people whom I took the other day in a Schooner running the blockade 
with cotton, they seemed to think the republicans would be soon forced to give up 
thewar,and we ought not to be surprised a t  this when we remember how the report 
of a fc-TYrrnion people being found somcwhere i r l  the riiountains is worked up by 
US. 

O'peechee river March 4 63 

J had just finished the last sheet a:id shoultl have continued further at  that tirue 
hat! a stcalner not broken i r i  ciii me nitil orders to c o i ~ ~ c  here and try the fort 
~~rhich on t n o  occaGons ant1 which was an ol~struc- has already stood t l ~ c  A Z / / o ~ ~ f 7 ~ 1 k  

tion to reacl~iny the ATnshzzllc Tn pur~uancc of this illstructions I came round 
the next day and \\it11 i u o  other iron clads t l ~ c  Pcztaf~rcoand Nnha7zt went up on 
t l ~  of the 3cl having the sul)l)ort of t l~rec Mortar Schooners at  4000 yardss nl~rnii?? 
tll-tmt, ~viljc11 nere  about a i  rc:rch use 2s i f  the, hat1 1:ecli it1 Ye\\ York and a 
lt? i  of wooden qun1)oats lvhicll I ~ o t ~ c v e r  yroultl not ;~llon to c o r ~ e  \r itl~in range T 
of the -nem.,'s gtli~s, I vgent as close as tile water noultl permit tnclve hundred 
J 3~cls. a i d  c o l  ~in~encedon thc fort \\liich I\ as ahout as solitlly 1,uilt as it could l ~ c ,  
(,ait:i being plenty a t ~ c t cunseqitentlj i~otliin(l; to ljrevcnt tliich wall\, there T 
~eniaiiied firing a.tt;ij with onlj the ir~ti_rmission necessary to repair a ~ C Wacci-
dental tl;saliangeincrrts from half l ~ i t  eight until half past four nlien 1 1 1 ~  me11 
bcinc: ( onlpletely f a g ~ e d  out ;~1ir1 t h ~ai-iiilninition ~icarl! expeiltletl I Iclt,  satisfied 
tl--rt 1 miqlit kcel) or? as ~n:~cli li~nycr \iithorrt ,ufficie~ltl) rlcstro! in? tile u orlz, to 
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lliake it urlteiiablc, arid indeed I all1 c o n \ i n ~ e d  that a i  a rule, all tile 1 1 1 j ~ 1 )  that 1s 
done to \nlorks of tlus description In the dab inay be repalred at night. As the 
principal object of the expedition had been obtaincd the d a ~  before I came, tvlth 
destruction of the fYashvzlle tlie Admiral thought another attack unadvisable, so 
I arn going back to Port  Royal to fix up lor anythlng clse that niay be required. 
I had not a casualty on board, and I believe tile only bloocl shed 011 our side, \\.as 
from my face, which mas struck by some pieces thrown up from the deck by one 
of the eiieli~ys shot, which canie \\lzen I as outside di rect~ng tile firing and 
which I had not observed in time to get behind the turret. Whether they ctere 
equally fortunate I cannot say, altliough \ \e  could scarce11 have knockcd the 
work as liiucli out of shape as we did, ~vitliout killing soiiie one Their battcrj 
was a pretty powerful one consisting of seven hcav) guns a~l t l  a mortar. The  
true defence of the river is however first the shallow water, nliich prevents near- 
ing the fort, and the11 tlie obstructions across nhich prevent ascending the rixer, 
ancl wliicli cannot he removed until the fire of tile fort is silenced, ant1 if jou want 
to quiet the good people of S e w  York against TVarriors a11d Gloil-es, just recom-
niencl them to do just what has been done to exci) Southern river and harbor, 
stop up theirs in such a way, that the iron clads cant float over, atid they can 
sleep in their beds as quietly a i  if tliere \vas no such thing as war, for altliouglh 
all non combatants think it thc easiest thing in the ~vorlcl to pull up piles ancl othei 
such encu~nbrai~ces to a channel under fire, no one lnas l e t  been found ally where 
a t  hoiiie or abroad, that can succeed In cloing it while shot are smashing gour 
boats and killing your people, for it is not nit11 these as with floating obstacles as 
those in the Alississippi were, and where you pull out a ltey or ct;t a chain a 
matter perhaps of a hall an liour at tlie u t i ~ ~ o s t ,  when the ~vhole concern floats 
away and you are done witii it. TZ'lij tlie good people in Savannah to let the 
Fivzgal out the other day, mere not only obligetl to use gunpo\vder to clear awaq, 
but to occupy a whole day and this when the people in fort Jaclcso~l mere assisting 
instead of firing a t  them. I lonever  I cant \+rite an essay on this subject, as 111y 
eyes wont stand it, and perliaps it uoulcl require alrriost that to make all of this 
plain, or to  clear away one hall of tile rubhis11 that the Newspapers have been 
so steadily piling over the subject, one thing i t  very certain that opiniolzs nnust bc 
changing somewhere, for it was thought a t  one time generally that a couple of 
iron clads with Ericssons wonderful xv inch guns, could destroy Gibralter in a 
couple of hours, and even fort  Darling seeins to have proclucetl very little effect in 
undeceiving. The  fact is that from the start every one has been t r j  inq to fill the 
publick maw wit11 somet11in.q pleasant, fro111 h l r  Sewards three months to the 
irnniediate occupation of Richmond, Vicl\-sburg and Cliarleston, tlie two former 
of which, will I tliink hold out until we discover that discipline is necessary to 
any army, and that wllc~i desertion is punished with a fine of twelve dollars they 
may change the qenerals everynionth and still do nothinq, for altlsouqll~ve are verv 
fond of attributinq qreat inil;t,lry suzcesscs to the genius of the cliief actor, we 
will always find this quality s o i ~ i e w h e r ~  connected wit11 a wonderfnl severity of 
rule. This is not a pleasant view of the subject to take ti, our pcople, who prcrer 
believing in an easier and more pleasant niotle of doinq t h i n ~ s ,  xvhere every one 
is to vol~~i l teer  and not be coerced to stay nrhen it beconnes irlcsorne, and even as the 
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Prince de J says expects to leave the field when he has doiie what is considered 
a days work. 

As you may suppose although the human part of my vessel escaped, I am very 
far froin being able to say the same of the ~vood and iron, although such a fuss 
is being made about anyone giving inforination on these subjects, that I cannot 
say more at present. 

W e  have now six iron Clads lying together near i~ i e  at Port Royal where I am 
finishing this letter, having got here last evening, enough to do something to 
attack Charleston at least, perhaps to take it, but certainly not without some of 
them being destroyed, if froin no other cause through exposure to the heavy sea 
of the outer harbor, for which we are so little prepared. However with the 
kindest feelings towards ones neighbour, we are always trt~sting that lie will be 
the recipient of the ill we of the good luck, in which there is great comfort. If 
this is rather inore scrawly than usual, you will understand the reason when I 
tell you that 1 am now doing as I am most of the time obliged to, write on the 
back of a book whenever 1 can find light and be out of the wind or cold. 

Tell Syl when you see her that I coulcl not write by this opportunity, but will 
do SO by the next, and with my kind remembrance to Mrs Hoyt Angelica and 
the children I am as alway 

Yours nzost sincerely 
P. DRAYTON 

March 7 Port Royal 
Mr  L M H o w  

103 West 14 S t  
New York 

U. S.  PASSAIC 
Port Royal Mch 16 63 

Mr 	AI,EXRHAMILTON 
New York. 

~ W YIIEAR A MILTON 

Since writing to you yesterday I have received )our letter of the 4th 
inst. artd although 1 s,ent one to you last evening, as there are one or two things 
to be arlswered it1 your!; just received, 1might as well do so by the Florida, which 
leaves this afternoon to bring dotvil as i understand another iron clad, as the 
belief in the diffit ulties which are to be met with in Charleston harbor, seem at 
last to be forcing i.hemselves on the Kavy Department, and as such acts have 
more ineaninq than words, I takc ~t for granted that the opinions which I have 
always exprcssed on this subject, will not be found to differ much froin those 
which everyone is arriving at. One thing T thinlc in addition has not received the 
attention i t  deserves, and that is the reported iron covc.red batteries in the harbor. 
Why batteries of this material may not be made as impregnable or inore so than 
vessels, 1 can~lot see, and yet these have been passed by with as little notice as for 

1 
1 

I 
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solile tlme werc the obitructions. llowcvei- I worit get agaivl on Charleston, 
hop111g that we sliall very won go 111 there, and declde tor ourselves, whether the 
deiences arc nla~iageable or not. I would o l  course like to see every precautiosi 
sake11 agdinst failu~c, hut would ratlicr fail than not go 111. 

Your ti~sposltlon of the $150 IS all right, and t l ~ e  sui1i 1 ail1 sndebted LO you 
i~es~des,shall be at  once forwarded and would be witli this, but 1 am xvrltlllg 111 

J. strange vessel, where I an1 actnig as tlie l'resiclcnt of a Court Alartlal, of all 
disgustirlg waste of time the most dlsgustillg u a y  of wastsng 	11. 

I h n t  be a i a r ~ ~ l e d  about Gold golng domn, it wont be long belore you wlll see 
lt a t  two hundred and even hlgher unless there 1s consideral~ly ~ i ~ o r e  prospect of 
the end than aiiyoiie but the over sanguine pcoplc can non niake out. 

110 not either llsten to tilose who try to have ~t thought that the enes~iy arc 
getting weak or tired out or starved out. The war is to be influenced by fighting 
.ilonc, although l i e  take this in very unwillingly, and are coiiita~itly listeiiing to 
quacks, well mcau113g and ilntercstd, who see some patent m e d ~ c ~ n en a y  of 
curing 111olc speedily than thss appears to be doing, the puhlick ills. 

Glad to hear such a r;dotl accoLunt of the cb~ltlrcn, and nould verj  liillili like 
lo sec tlieln, I P U ~3111 in for the n ar so fa1 a i  depentls 011 In) sclf 

Perhaps if an) tiling goes wrong or I ail1 unsuccessful I may fall uilder sus-
picion as a South Carolinia~l anti be temporarily shelved, nhich if a goor1 con- 
science wotultl suy_il?ort me to bear I could take with equaliiniitq, for I doubt if 
11 Creely occul~ics m ~ ~ c l i  higher groulitl t l ~ a n  T do, and I almost thitik solnttilnes 
Imight pass a11 exan~inatioli with credit in thc Tril~uilc office. 

Frorn xvliat I see around me, all of m colitclnporarie.: at least are heinji used 
up so fast hy the anxieties ant1 climate together, that if T should pass through tllc 
war supposing it to last ~ n ~ i c h  T would be worth I ~ L I C ~ Ilotiger, I dont hclicve 
myself, unless T could get an occasiollal turn at the Gynlnasium and that ~vliere 
excreise is practicable between ti~nes. This liiakes 111e take a very pl~ilosopliic 
view of both Torpedoes and fever, the two tnost tlisagreeahle agents that are likely 
to be brought to bear on us, and in meeting which there is neither glory or 
excitement. Another summer here will fiiiisli the hrcaking dow~i,  wl~ich the 
last one went so far towards acconiplislii~~g, quiteand when health goes I am 
ready to follow. The puhlick only give credit for feats of anns, hut the courage 
which is requirctl for them, cannot coml~are witli that ~vhicll is needed to bear 
pat ient l~,  not only the thousand annoyances but the total absence of every thing 
that makes life pleasant ancl even north  living. 

Dont suppose however that I am either tlespontle~lt, :;loomy or ill ill health, 
as might be judged from the tone of the ahove relllarks. I am very far from 
either. But still although willing and des i ro~~s  to lnalce every sacrifice, froril the 
opportunity of doing which I woulcl not he relieved if 1 could, I can perfectly 
appreciate the immense difference between a summer at Drayton house within 
reach of and friends, and one spent here or evpn further Soutll on the 
Passaic. Kind remembrance to Mrs. Halllilton and any one else whom you may 
class as your womankind, not knowing exactly who come under that head 1 
cannot he more definite. 

Yours affy 
P DRAYTON 
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U. S. S.PASSAIL 

Pori Royal April 15 1863 


MYIIL;\I< HAMII,IOI\ 

1 hope you llave all got over !our disappoi~itlilcllt a t  lzot getting 

C:l~arlcston, and can ilovr take a fair view of the transadion. 1 as bou lllay have 

gatherctl from my letters never tliought very well of our chances, avitl si~icc ]laving 
obtained a nearer view of the defences, antl learriecl liow little our Iron Clads can 
stand against a contil~uot~s wc mightfire of heavy ,guns am quite satisfied that 
I~ave lost our vessels had \\c got higher up but could not have increased thc 
I)robability of  success. W e  hear from all sides now that the aflair is over and 
people are inclincd to speak Inore freely, especially foieigllcrs as for instalice 
a frcnch Consul ill transitu, that the people of Cllarlesfon bothered their lzeads 
very little about the sea attack, but loolted upon !lie serious one as likely to come 
by jvay of Stono or Edisto fronl the $evenly tliousand Inen sul~posed to be all 
read] for launcliing at them. No doubt Ericsson aud p ~ r t y  who liavc otlly loolteti 
at inclefi~iite coiitrac!i, \ d l  pretend to disbelieve all our statenients ancl try to 
t h r ~ ~ v  Ifthe blame oE failure on want of zeal or energy in the Comtlg officers. 

so it is a l~opeless case, and difficult to hetter, as there is llttle douht that the 

Ilepartment selectecl the hest officers they cquld find for the purpose, and from 

what 1 l t ~ i o ~ v 
o f  the service, woultl not easily succeetl in replaciiig the Captain-, 

wlio were my co1npanioll.i. Yet after the action they utlaiiii-riously admitted, that. 

a scco~i[dl attack ~vocld be hopeless, and that they no\\ saw that the first onc 

iievcr coulti havc had any end except fallure. 'fhe real defences of Cliarleston 

may have been said not to liave hecvi rcacl~ed, for the priiicipal obstructions (pilei 

1 could sec plenty o f )  Itere beyond Sumter, mhere were also the large torpedoes. 

r 7llicre were bejlorid us three rcgular linrs 31 clefences f ro~i i  g ~ i n s  alone, erlouglr 

fro111 n1y experience, any one of the111 to have clestroled tlie iron Clads without 

an j  other aqency, and each about tyual 11, the first one ~vliich n e  enqagetl, ~iarnel) 

first forts Jol i~son, i\Iouvit r'lcasani and tlie '\Iiddlc groltiid, sccontl fort Piiickney 

and tlic forts 011 Jalnes Tsland. 'I'hird the 1,attcries of the city itself ancl thosc 

about Wappdo, all of these 11;id to be reduced l~cforc n7e could lioltl the citl 

which it is perfectly tz  ell ulltl~rsiood froin tlcserters, tlie army, for there are nu 

chi1 inhahitants in it. were quite l)reparc(l to save us tlie trouble of hurning hy 

doing ii t l i t , l i~\el~es 
if occasion requil-etl. 


Now as an illustration o f  what T have said in regard to the ~ ~ o w a -  
oE I-csist- I 

ancc belonging to thc l\loliitors, 1 will q~tote  t!?c condition of niy vessel, aftel 
about t\vc11i! minutci untler Suriitcr, and lrotil the effect of heavy sliot. Thi 
tul-rct jammed, tlie Sr inch qun carriage tlisa'r)lcd, the side armor in one place 
ilcarly k~~ocltcd off, and t l ~ e  i'ilot house thc ver) heart o l  tlze vessel, very muclz 
ilrjuretl, and tile top coverins; coinl?lctcly Sol-cetl out of place, leaving an opening 
of tlirce incllcs quite exposed, nherc  if a shot 1iad struck, it woulcl liave fiiiishetI 
Captail1 T'ilot helm.slllai~ arid the \vliole steerage apparatus. 

Four or fivt. of our slnall number of vessels ~vere  also more or less tlisahlecl 1 
one liavinq for a siliyle itcrn lost s i x t ~  bolts out of tlie Turret, antl Pilotliouse ! 
on~ivgperhaps to bad iron. I n  view of this T tliink I may say wit11 safety, that 
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great disaster of the war what was 11ierely a repulse, The  peoplc may gl-urllble 
and find fault as ~l iuch as they pleaic, but if it is persisted to cull our vessels 
wliether iron or \\ood, against s t r o ~ ~ g  batteries and well protected, eitllcr as llere 
i)y obstructions, and torpetloes, in the Mississippi by being placed 011 high bluffs, 
~ c esliall ~nerely continue to lose 110th ~~la tc r i a l  and 1,restlge. icarragut likc 
I>tt I'out is an ilista~ice of the ill effeccs of publick inlpatience and ignorance, 
coercing as it has dotze fiom the first our ~ l ~ i l i t a r jleaders. I told our ad~niral  
the (lay hefore the attack, ihat T tlitl not believe that it ive could (lo a ~ ~ j t t i i n g  
,vould nlake it worth while 1-uns~ing the risk of some of our iron clatls getting 
rnto the enemy's hands. I:ut l e t  nothing was more certain tliail that tile atteillpt 
r-i~ustbe made, or there \vould be a stor171 that no one coultl breast, ancl even failure 
mt l  defcat would be better illan giving up TT hat had been so ~nucli  talltetl of. \Ye 
~tnderstood fro111 deserters, thatwherever a passage is opcn,there are sprcatl strong 
nets of ropo to catch our propellers, perhaps one of tlie surest and easiest modes of 
crippling steamers iiiat can kc thought of I I I  ccnclusio~l all I 1l;lvc to say is, 
that if persons can be fount1 1: ho briievc tllat Cliarleiton is to l ~ ctalicn by sea 
:ittac!c just sclltl them dov,~-i l?ere to attc111pi it, insteat1 01 vaoorirly about 1~3s 
roonls and political mcctingi. ant1 t l~c )  may have il il-icy chooie tivcnty i~iiteacl of 
eight iron Clads, for taking auay  tlie iron Sitlci \.llicl~ n7as gootl for nothing. 
that was otrr numi~et-, and tile rcal onea althdztgll llavirz; consitlera1)le c~i~lurance. 
~ ~ i t l l0111~t ~ v o  guns u l ~ i c h  no oiic has jet  been a l~le  to fire in action for a con-
tlnuaiicc., oftener than once i l l  irvcii or eight ininutcs, are iloi a1)le to recluce a 
\L ork o l  any size, ant1 a t  lcast l ~ e r c  ca~lt-~c,i 1-nii I;! . 

You limy ask tlieii: \\.hat is thcl use oC the iron clatls' W!i) to protect ciur own 
clel~ots, a i d  render ill consequence tile hlockatle ~~oqsibleant1 the ariny post5 
tellable. Wit-lzout 11s Port  Royal coultl not 1~ htltl a day, ancl although I 1)elievc 
that one rcal victory does more to cut1 the war than the nlerc occupation o i  the 
wliole sen coast, still there is little tloul~t, that the io r~ncr  nlt~st  have its cffec?, 
;~lthough in a more Iiixitetl degree, and it nc)ultl 1,e :L q re t~t  qain io thr ellem!, 
coultl we 1)e rlrivctl allay [I-oln the p1acc.s now l~cir?. 15 ti? ally victories in the 
prcscnt condition of otlr army I t l ~ i ? t1ool.c Tor thcrn lTTc illuit fir~,t get iome dis- 
( iplinc. and our military institution must he governed by nlilitarj not civil 1311. 
i t  is inipossiblc to keep an arm\ togethe;- herc tleceriion the ?,reat cause of dc- 
moralization is punislied likc playing tr-ua13t So far as 1 c:ln see tliere is 110 

ioheiion of parts, tlie officei- says the soldier is insi~bortlinatc, the soldier ihe 
officer is ignoi-ant, ant1 1)oth are right from T\ hat I see and Iiear. I llevcr tloubted 
I~eforc,T heqin to 110~77. The Foutli is the bundle T \  e the sticki, tk?  ice as many 
to be sure hut still scparatc ones W e  took prisoncr the ot l~er  day on Edisto 
Tsland a picket of seven young men, none over twenty, and as two of them are 
the ueplze~jvs of Mr. Scabrook thc only man besides my brother I ever cared for 
in the state, I went to see them. I found that six of them are the sons of very 
rich men. They are enlisted for the war overflowinq with zeal, talk of their 
officers with almost veneration, cviticntly think their arsily invincible ancl are cluite 
satisfied to be common solcliers. TVit1.1 us it is considered great patriotisrn if the 
same class are found as officers. Like all the deserters and prisoners I see they 
agree that luxuries are wanting, hut that there is plenty of corn and bacon, 
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powder and ball. Ey the bye you will find in the 13arcli iltlantic llagazine 
"Pericles and President Lincoln" perhaps you may pick it to p~eces, l ~ u t  it strikes 
one as rather an ingei~ious parallel, tliat bctneen Nor t l~  and Soutli llthens a i d  
Sparta, of course llowcver 1 do ilot apply this to the two nlen. And 1 somewhat 
differ from the m rites in layi~lg so mucll on tlie generals, belicviilg as 1 do, thaf 
the fault is iii tlie soldier, who unfortunately having a vote, i i  l~errnit~ecla 
degree of iridividual latitude, wliicli liiakes our ai-lily a kind of iiiob. Oiic thing 
a t  least we learn froin history, first tliat discipline carries everqtliiiig down beforc 
it, and seco~id that the era of a natlons great military renown, lias always been 
iiiarked by ail uilusual severity of discipline. O f  course we lnust find a scape-
goat and tlie gellei-a1 is a safer oiie thail tire soldier I believe ours to be quite as 
good as those of the enclny, but there he lias the advantage of coiii~nanding a rcal 
a rm) .  Tlle 3ouiig me11 1 speali o l  abobe it seeills llad \\it11 t l~enl  four or five 
servants, these were closc. to our vesscls, a~i t l  > e t  licvcr at?einptctl to ruii awdj 
This intliflei-cnce to liberty ali~iost iilakes one despair of the negi-o, l ~ e  seeills to 
beloilg to the only race know11 to the world that can remai~l conteiltedly enslcivetl 

W e  just got away from Charleston in timc, for the gale that caiile 011 tlie claj 
after ~ o u l d  certainly have carried soilre of us with our c~1e sillall anellor ashorc 
if wc bacl not beell already aspliyxiated by living so long c:n lthout air, wliicl~ is 
the case \~her l  tlie hatcllcs are closed, to a very great extent. Interested peoplt 
r~iay saq \<hat thej please, but more llelpless vessels thxn ours an a j  irom s n ~ o o t l ~  
water aild good ailchorage can scarcel) be fountl. W e  txust after all have, a 
class of sea goers lilre other people, pal-ticulai-ly as no one dares cast loose a gun 
when there is the least roll of the sea. 

However I wont inflict 011 you, any more of my grumbling, if you see evcry- 
thing couleur de Rose it may be very easy to kcep in a good humor, as  I dont, T 
cant. I should only like to  have an hours talk with you, for writing I do hate. 

Kind remembrance to Mrs Hamilton and believe me always 

Yours affy 1, 

P.DRAY~ON 

I see in a paper of the 11th that u e  were t l~ rec  tho~isand yards off, I was cer- 
tainly a t  oiie time not six hundred, hut ml?crevcr I nas ,  11ad I beer1 nlucl~ nearee 
there is 1x0 doubt as I can prove easily, that the sliot woultl have passed tlirough t 

rlly Pilothouse and side arlnor, whjc1-i they nearly did as it was. 
Sonlc of the aim3 officers talked after the attaclr of a l a~ ld i t~q  on Morris Islalld 

I have not timc to enter illto it, but anything ore ridiculous or which must so 
certainly have ended in tile entire destruction o l  the forcc call scarcely he toll-

ceivcd. I'ei-haps people at the North however may believe in it as in so man: 
other brags. 
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ORDNANCE:OFFICE, 
July 19 63 
MY DEAR HOYI' 

U .  S.Navy Yard, New Yorh. 

As I tell Syl my note paper is not got up quite a5 elegantly as hers, but a i  I 
cant lay tny hand on any otlier a t  the moment, and your establishmetlt is not 
(Iuite so over elegant as those lower dot\t11 1 will -\renture to use it. 

This is Sunday, but t l~ere  is no sunday non,  tlie division o l  time seems lost 
sight of, ancl even that of night and da) is not much rcgardecl. 

W e  liave been having a prett! lively time as you can judge f1on1 the papers 
tltlrillg tile last week, and as the rnolj- which secnis to be composecl of a class of 
~ n e n  as nxtch oppose(1 to tlie Unlou as i f  it was raised in Richn~ond, lias been 
tl~reatcniug to burn all government propertq nherever found, ancl 11as beell par- 
ticularly indignant liecausc noulcl not allon our Inen to quit work, we have 
had to guard tlie S a v y  Yard from attaclcs ~ v h i ~ h  have been threatened, and for 
the last few days, froni the appearance of things you would have almost supposed 
yourself somewhere within reach of a Southern raid -1s it is pretty well !znown 
llowever, that the regular forccs not being lead by ljcrsons who want votes fire 
low, 1 dont think n e  shall be disturbed. ,211 this condition of things llowever 
together with the fitting out of vessels for the ~)rotection of property on the North 
(9r East rivers, and the nurnerous applicatiol~s for cannon, muskets, and shells to 
defend everything ancl ever>-one have kept me as it has everyone else on the move 
carly and late. 

All this is I hope iiowovei-,nor do I believe that thereivill hc a return. Although 
the riot mas not met with the vigor it should liave been at  first, still a great many 
persons have bee11 killed, and bozc;i as it may I thinlt the mob of thieves and seces- 
sionists has had enough for the present, nor do I believe that the prosecution oi 
the draft, will cause any clisturbance of the least consequence. The leading 
democrats have undoubtedly raiscd a storm that will teach them prudence for a 
time, and perhaps will remind them tliat the end of all mobs is simply plunder, 
whatever may be the beginning. That Virood and party liave rather burned their 
fingers and given tlie administration infinitely more power than it had before, I 
l)otl~ hope and believe, and after all, the end of this may be good. 

The most extraordinary part of it though is, tliat in this part of the nineteenth 
century any civilized city could contain such a population as has shown itself 
itself in New York. Accordinq to the Arclibishops nonienclature, what must 
the gentlemen be, xvho are below liis lambs. What a perfect demagogue the old 
scamp has shown himself, I believe he \~rould keep LIP the riot if he could. 

As for the Irish women, eye witnesses say that their treatment of the bodies 
of  tlie poor darlzics, has its only parallel in the behavior of the Marseilles fish 
women o-E the French revolution. . . . 

M r  & Mrs Hamilton went up to Dobhs ferry yesterday, where we have sent a 
gLlllboat to protect that part of the river. 1 have seen xrery little of them during 
the last week, having been obliged to remain day and night in the Navy Yard. 

I<ind remembrance to 14rs Hoyt 
Yot~rs  most sincerely 

Mr L. M. HOY1% P.D R ~ Y T O N  
Staatsburg N. Y. 
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NAVYYAIU) YORILN~m7 

Augt 23 63 
I i v  uT51\1i;\IJ<sI I o Y  I 

I liad intellcled to have taken the Mary I'oncll yesterday afternooll, ailti 
afternoon, and after a quiet trip on the river, founcl my way ovcr fro111 T'ough- 
keepsic, all of illy z~rrange~ne~l ts  \%ere made, ~zhcu  a t  half past oi?c 1 received such 
a pile of letters orders and telegraphs, all rccluirin; ini~nccliate attention, that 1 
i t t  once gave ul;, aiid settled myself down to work tl~itil near (lark. 

When Charlestoi~ is taken we inay have some rest he!-e, hut until then, (ant1 i 

h an1 by no means one of those who think its fall it-nmcdiate,) such a thing cannot 1 
be lool<ed for. 

As usual Sunday is no holy day and I an1 as has been the case with rare ex- 
ceptions busily employed  i n  m y  offici-. Nor  do  I consider i t  any des ( 1 ,  t io i ,  of 
the da) to employ it in the furtherance of a war, whicli so far as our liliiitctl 
powers of comprehensiori goes, is utidouhtedly waged for ever>tl:ing that liai 
been held sacred by the best part of the human race froin all time. 

TL is so hot to day that 1 dont know hut that I am fortunate in having l~ceii 
kept in town, -vvliere a t  least I can keep quiet. 

Mr  & n4rs liarnilton left town on Thursday and I think were to stop at )our  
Ylotlse on their return frotn Col~~mhia  Count) If tl3c.y have not (lone so T will 
deliver your nicssaxe. I have not yet heart1 f r o n ~  Wise hut he x i  ill l)e here during 
the week a r ~ d  T will thcn go  up to Cold Spring with Ililu and further up the river 
if 1%e can fintl time Farragut mill proha111 \- 1.c t7f our party as T said before 
Ire is not to l ~ c  depended on at present. T o  keep him in mint1 and that ~iher l  you 
next n?eet you may be able to rccognjze him 1 send you his carte de visite, which 
E S  very good, the one with the cap ho~sever the most aqreeablc. 

Sorry to hear that M r  Hoyt has not entirelv reqained his health and strenqth, 
the latto- not a11 easy thilig to do for any onc. 1x1 this ~vcathcr. W e  have a requlat- 
cncampme:~tin Washillgton Square of ;1 M:>i;,lc regiment, which if it does noth- 
Ing else will entieely finish the grais there ?'he first morninq after its arriv:il, 1 
wras nyaited up ' y the rdveilli, and tholtgl?! for a little while I was on hoard ship 
Since the second nio~ninx however it ha. not disttlrbcrl me, and I have little doubt 
the! might drum an7a\. ~vithorrt my rloticinq ii hour mas nntil 111y rcqular ~ ~ ~ a k i l i y  
reach erl 

Kind remetxhrancc to I\Ir Hoyt and believe me 
Sincerely your friend 

P. DRAYTON 

4frs i,. M. Hovr 


Staatsburq 

3:.Y. 


YAVYV ~ R DNEWYORTC 

Decr ;; ~ 8 6 3  


3 4 ~  I [OUT
D F  9R 

Farraqut a few days aqo asketl! me to go out with him as Fleet Captain. 
Althoug-h quite comfortable here and vcry m:~ch interested in my tlutics hard as 
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they are, still I cannot help feeling that in time of war an officers place is afloat 
and I accepted. 

l'oday 1 received orders to hold lxyself in reatlitless to leave as so011 as an 
officer could bexseist to relieve me, and I suppose I shall sail in the Hnr l f ovd  in 
about two weeks, for the Gulf. 

Should Mrs I3oyt and yourself not come to town before my departt~re I will 
collie up to bid you good bye. 

Yours most truly 
P.DRAYTON 


Mr  L. 14.FIOYT 

Staatsburg 


N York 


W e  arrived here >esterdaj nior11i11g after a ver) good rttn, ant1 except 
for the first two days when it was cold and blo~vy, have had fiiic weather, aiid are  
a t  present suffering from heat ancl mosquitoes, a thing perhaps difficult for yoti 
to realize in New York at this season. 

This is rather a tlrearq resideilcc I shoultl sul)l)oic, a sailtl 11ank varied with 
cocoa nut antl a few other trees of the tropics, But the soil SO llglit and sandy, as 
Lo be almost unfit for gardenin; purposes, a i d  for all such protlucts as the ordi- 
nar) table vegetables your city affords their only suppi), ant1 no\\. that ~vrecking is 
almost a lost art, o\ving to the breaking up of the gulf trade, I suppose the popu- 
lation vroultl starve, were it not for the emploj ii~cllt given it bq Yavy antl 4rn:y. 

There arc plent? of niggers here a i d  some Sesecls, the latter however 1 
understand are rather dying out, for 1 an1 happy to say that Slavery has been 
wiped out here, and ~vithout it, the Sesech clenient having nothing to live 011 so011 
becomes uniiilportant, and nittst die of inanition. There are a few youny ladies 
they say, who still shut 111) their pra) er books a t  the pra) r r  for the L'resident, but 
as their foolis11 l~ehaviour simply has excited ritlicule, it sccii~s by all accounts tcr 
be 01s the reform. 

Rlockade runing it is thought here is done up.  'The officers tell ine t l l a ~  the 
venture pays now so badly, as to have completely tiisheartened the persons en-
gaged in it. Ever) steanier l~llorn~l to have heen isi the trade lias heen taken, a11d 
the business is ~ i o w  reduced alniost entirely to small schooners, and these stories 
which yet into the opposition papers, of the n ~ m ~ l ~ e r  of entries into Wilmitiyton 
and ;\/lobile are sliecr fabrications, to injure the adl~iiilistrations got up b! its 
enemies. 

Paliner and T arc all r i rht  n i j ~  trotthle having been so far merelj from an 
excess of apetite. v~liich I do not like to give n a y  to on ship hoard, where there 
is so little oponrtunit~ for exercise. Farracjut htirt his foot a little before leavinq 
New York, ant1 has been quite lame. The sy~i~pfoms are s t ro~lg however of 
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gout, nilich he liowcver wont listen to, but n l ~ ~ c h  on nevera5 he prides hiniself 
drinlziilg water, looks to  llie very probable 

H e  1s very ternperate, confi~litlg hicself to 1:ortlcarrx at tlirliier 1)ut I sul)posc 
that in suffic~ent cluant~tics ins) do the ~ I I I S I I I C ~ ~  

1:cing so near iTavana, clgarq ,Ire as ~ o u  Ilia) 5ul)l)oic l)lent!, and I actuall) 
snlokcd one in)iclf jcsiertla) after n clin~leron \horc, ant1 tlitl not fintl that it 
disagreetl \\ith me, so perhaps 1 nn] 50111~(oE these tlajs talie up agam tlie vilc 
habit Vl'e go off for Pensacola in a couple of hours, and from there most likel\ 
to New Orlcalls touching O K  Alobile n l ~ c r e  thcrc are rlumors o f  iron clads ~ntentl- 
ing to conic out. 

I liave not tiine to write to an) one else, so rnust get ~ o u  to give 1 1 1 ~love to all 
a t  56 

IiemeinFer nie also I<iildly to Slrs Hanillton ant1 ever) one in \our housc, 
atlcl Relieve me a h  ays 

Most faithfully yours 
P D R A Y ~ ~ L  

14s. 'ILEXANDER HAMII:ION Jr 
?Jew York. 

l<l, i(' s13I LI Ii2\1:11 U K l )  

rzu Orlec~~zs 04Jany 23 

~ L YI)LhI< ~ ~ L ~ \ l ~ l ~ l o ~ 


We arr~vvt! here qestertlay havl17g qtor>petl after leavlng Key West for two 
days at I'enqacola (the Navy Yard a t  vhich place having passed through the 
hands of the rebels. I-elnincls one very mucll of the ruins of Pompei), and the11 
relnalnltig for the same time off hlol~ilewith the blocliading Squadron, which 
we fountl a good deal exercized, in col~secjuence of reliable informat io~~,  that thc 
enelny's iron clatls to the ilunlber of four, werr ready anc1 determined to come out 
on them. illthou-. the time for this has not yet quite come. there is little doubt 
that it w ~ l l  be very soon, tf \ire do not take the initiative, 1)y goin? in ourselves 
with s0111e of the same class o i  vessel, it is not easy to (lo a t  present, as there 
are  ilone here, Charleitoll sceii~ing so completely to have engrossed the attelltion 

o i  the Departlnetlt, as to drive out of memory all other places. This is a pity, as 
I thinlc two Monitors a t  present could t i~ost  likely take Mobile hay, and cause the 
fall of the forts, which virtuall!r wipes out the city, ~ v l ~ i l e  morra little later n~at lp  
mi>:llt fail in the same wcrk. 1 intentleci to \v r~ te  you a. lony letter but find it 
itnr)ossihlc ,lit tllerc is a vessel just about startine Vorth and J at11 so interruptetl 
;as t o  prevent 11iy doinq ancthing for ~ n o r c  than a fejv minutes at a time, so givc 
iny Invcl to Sv1 and tell her i f  she docs not 17car from mc by this opportunity what 
the reason i q  

Kinrl roncnlhrancc to Mrs Hamilton and helievc. me 
Yolirs t~lost sincerely 

P DJ~AYTOV 
Vi- 4 H ~ W I I , , ~ O NJr 


New York. 
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~ ? I , A G S I J11' ~ I A R1 I-OKII 

IVes t e~nCltl/ Hloclzndz~tg Sqztadro~z. 
]any 26 1894 


MY I)~,ARHAMII,
L O N  

Your letter of the 14th rcachetl uie jestcrtia), and 1 atn riiucli obl~ged to 
you for )our attention lo my arfairs. . . 

1 aln going t111-ough the oltl storj  of the Orclnance, a o  bus) frolrl ~norning to 
night as to havc tlo enjoyment in life, and I shall ~eal ly  not be sorr) lor a littlc 
outside work, merely to give me ;:coilti~itia~~ceof tlle rc.,t I hat1 a taste of coming 
down. There are in thr Squatlron inore than sixty vessels, ant1 the reports appli- 
cations, regulations &c constantly pouril~g in iron1 tl:elil, are ithout c~ltl, to sa) 
notliing of the 1)crsonal applications for e \ -e r~ th~i lg  ~rntlci- the sun fro!?: ~ n o r ~ i i ~ l g  
to night. Jl'jclzham E-loffma~l is here, on I7ranklin's staff, looking ver) well. 
xnd ptleasetl ~ v i t l ~  I clont know \\hq it is that most of111s tluty antl full of zcai. 
the army officers wen1 to rather imj~rove ~ i t ~ d r r  tlteir hartishipi, while the S a v j  
ones break tiown ant1 look care \\or11 a~l t l  l~aggeretl \\itiic,ut all exception, ant1 
although llttle known Xorth froin the unirilportance of tile pcsrsons, I have ixen 
suryrisetl to learn Ilo\\ 111a1:y of the hlasters and Ensigns llavc tlictl dt~ring tlic 
fait sumlner frotn Yellow fever, pal-t~cularly in the s~ilall vc\scls. 

The neatlicr llai i~ccri 111oit 1)cautiful since our arrival, onlj a ltttlc toi, ilot at 
r~lidtlay, 

28th T \{ ent lait ~lij;lit to :i pronlerlade conceri got up under t!lc Superi~t-
icntle~lce of Ilanks ant1 staff, l)j  Ira) of amusing the Creoles, ant1 n~aking it to 
their interest to colne in. 1:anks thinks pa11 et circences the plan nit11 this 
Ilghtheartecl people. I think as 1 tell them, that the taking of Galvestoil ant1 
n/Iobile, \\.ill make a stronqer cliversion in our favor, than ail the opera singers antl 
balls that could be supplietl in the next ten years. 

All that outer exhibition of ill feeling among the wornell here l ~ a s  ceasetl, ant1 
a very large number are at least polite, ant1 nlaIij really tlisposetl to l ~ e  civil. 

I t  is evident to me that nothing but the fear of their friend5 co~ning again 
Ento possession, prevents a colnplete give in. 

A l t l ~ o ~ ~ g h  concert.there were a good many of the Creole populatio~l at F:an!cs 
the only j)ersons belongiriq to la creme were the wife of K'ornlan Jaclisoi~, ~ v l ~ u r n  
you inay rememl~er ill New York, and a young lady friend. The first is ver) 
pretty, ant1 just scsc.cli cnouqli to bc amusing. T dine there to clay with the 
Admiral. Palnier seems to havc the 11loct extensive acq~taintal~ce liere, he leaves 
us to (lay to take comn~and of the Pensacola ariti remains is1 charge of the station 
at this place, durinq the absence of the Atln~iral. This seems to suit hili1 very 
well although I should not like it myself. 

In the ineantin~e until some arrangement call be tl~ade T shall have I suppose 
to coinmand this ship in adtiition to lliy other tluties, were it not that I do not like 
to desert the htllniral so sooil I would I think vacate my staff appointment ancl 
take the other for good. 

W e  shall g.et away fro131 liere in a very few clays to look around at the various 
scluadrot~s. Nothinq can be done at Mobile uithout ships, and as I said before 
T tlotlt see where they are to come frorri until Charleston is taken, which will be 
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some time yet, for although I believe that the tremendous efforts of the enemy 
will break thein don11 bei-;re long, still it must for a tulle cause our arn-iies to be 
every where outnumbered, and prevent a forward advance by Gilmore. 

LYhile they are exerting every nerve, we seclii to be again getting illto that 
extraordinary (1vlusion that the n a r  is over while the two largest armies of the 
1-ells are u~~touciletl. Ant1 until tliey are hcate~i what nonsense it IS  to talk about 
urlio~i movcmciits in our favor. The largest and surest union part) at the South 
is the black oilc, three ti?illions strong, antl yet what can the) (lo u ~ ~ t i l  LT e free 
~11~1x1.It is tlie s:li13e 1~1th tlie otl~ers.  The  olily power 111 the ~olifederacl  COII- 
sists of I<ragg and 1,cc's army, aiicl I suspect illat Jefl Ilavis troul~les himself very 
little ;thoui ~ t l i a t  the renlai~itler of the populatioii think. Iircak :hese do~v11 and 
the11 u e  will have perlial~s a pi1'3lic opinion in our favour until then ilone. 

Tllere arc about t n c n t ~  tliousarlcl hlacli soldiers in this clepartl~~ent, n~lio are 
spc)l<cil well of As rcgartls tlie lahorcrs I can learn little but am inclilicd to 
lh i i~k t l ~ a t  as j et the) tlo not work ver) e~lergetically or ~villirlgl~ \t e ought , \ ~ ~ l ~ i c l i  
not to be surprised at as t l~ei r  idea of liberty 1s no :? ork. 

I am scribl~li i~g this off before breakfast for afterwardi there is no cliance and 
CLSa vessel goes ill the ~i~orii i i ig 1 want to liavc it reatl) Z cw Orleans 1s really 
beginning to look a little livelq along tlie nharves and t l~c re  are rcgttlar lines of 
stea~ilcrs ayain r-ilnlling. Your frlend Tiranlilill has 1:is headquarters liere and 
1 see him a l i ~ ~ o s t  lntleetl alinnst all of the gencra l~  qcclii to prefer tlie ever) day. 
city I should jutl:c froill tlie n~unbe i  liere. 

I hope Mrs. Hamilton's lrlard work, will lead to great restllts, and that the S e w  
York fair ;-.rill astonish tlie coutitry by its woliderful success, and the enormous 
sums raised for our sick and wounded, and with you I have little doubt, that 
wlien the truth conies to be known, as unfortunately it seldoin does however, 
that the principal part of this will have been due to Mrs.  Hamilton's energy and 
systeni. For  the first time since our arrival the ~veatlier llas a t  lengtli cliai~ged 
and is no lonqer pleasant, but until today I have never seen an j  thing more beauti- 
ful than it has been. 

W e  have here the lc t new thing in steam tuy, ,  a srliall one in~nuiactured out 
of thc lat111ch of the 111,sczssippi (the vesscl ~ v h i c l ~  was bt~rncd a t  Vickshurq,) and 
which is now the admirals barge, so that instead of pullinq against this terrible 
current, uTe 2re ~vliislietl about ~vit1-1 the utl-~~ost rapidity ant1 least trouble to Jack 

Give 1 1 1 ~l<.lnd rrnicrnl~rance to Mrs. Hamilton antl all in the house. If I-loyt 
is in your i~eighhorl~ood tell hiin I will write to him soon and believe me 

Yours most sincerely 
1'. DKAYTOK 

Mr. A. Ifnht~r,~o:iJ r  
hTevc York. 

W e  have ;\/iercer's house a5 our heati~~uarters oneson shore, and very co~nfortable 
they are, but Farrayof. t h ~ i l l ~ sit lot ~vorth while leaving the Hartfoi-d for the 
short tilne wc mill be here. Direct v1v letters simply W. G. 11. Squaclron New 
Orlcnns, Fleet Capt. 
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11'in1r(1IlJ) 

l i r ,  ZG-51111' . WI.WEI<NGUL,P1:r.o~ LC\DIKC S ~ r i ~ n r t o x  
Of[ P~~zsacola 

1;chp 14 1864 
Ailr 1117 \ K  l<\AI:l loy 

A1thou:;h I have got all a) fro111 Yen Orleans ~t tloes not scetll that I 
h,\\e muc11 lcbs to (lo, particularly as in atltlitioll to lily previous duties I have 
now those cor;neLtctl w ~ t h  the comnianct of this ship. I clo not however complain 
of M otk,  \I 11ich 1f it tloes no t l i l~~g  else prevents elitlui it1 situ;if ions, ivlicl e hut for 
.t it nlight occasio~?;~ll) 1 ~ ~ o ~ l l t ienter. thot1g11 llke a httle ~l lore  t1111c not o111) 
to \\rite to 11:y frscntls, but to reatl a little i;crlnan occa5lonally 'The Atlmiral i i  
2t preqent cjlirte ulitler the 11catlie1 as sailors expresi lt Tic tool\. a t-itlc .)n horse 
Sacli \vith tlie gcncral c:)lnn~antllng all(! niq stlf, and h,ti 11oc suicc heen 1~g l l t ,  f o ~  

,{rink u ilie Ilc 11ai to 1)e a little careful 
I ientl )ou four 1lol)llc papers nhich ~ 1 1 1I t1:lnlc ~i i te ic i t  \Ir, Ila11111toii ant1 

,ourself I f  looketl 111to cdrefull) a <ast  tleal cjll he le :~~~- icd  froin tllcln, for 
tlstance tile oniq i)icickatle rullllel ~r~elitlonctl ar coi-71ini; in  lias provisioiis as part 

tr l  her cargo Ilcscrtcrs ant1 rcirlqeei colne 111 clay, n r l ~ ~ c h  aliiioit ever\ ctra1,les 
11s to procure a kood tleal of uiloril?ation. Tlieq all zgrec that i)lod<acle running 

1 ~s allnost tlonc lipJ I~ii ti i vo  vesiels ba\e jiollc into Zlt\bilc 111 six \iecki a l~ t l  t ~ o t ~ c  i 

i ,)ui, all i n teisel tr :inq Cl~nrleiton, $l~o\vs 11o1s closelq TVilliiington 111ust he 
Icagucretl 0 u 1  irlcntls the ranii \re untlerstal~d tlcclare tliat they are goin? to 
iinish uq 1)cforc lonq, 1,11t \ \ L  tli~ilt lxlieve it. Still an irt.11 ship or t \ ~ ow o ~ ~ l t l  
rnahe t l~ ings  rarer. 

W e  leave here tolnorron to supe;;ntentl sonic little operations ill Alisslssipl>i 
Souncl, ant1 as the T essel i~ on14 waiting for this to go to New Orlealis with tlic 
anail, I must finis11 The  weather is delightful, fire a thing not needccl ant1 n o  
rain for nceks  past. Of course this cant go  011 Forever. 

Kind remetnbral~ce to >Trs. FTainilton ant1 all in the I~ousc  and l~elicve tiic 
Yours most faithfullv 

P.DR~ Y T O U  

IFr 	 \ .  T I  Z \ I I L I O Y  Jr. 

S e n  York 


? 

I 

1 I I I I I 	 I - I I I ~ l \ r  (;UI,E SQUADRON\I-I+\JBLOCKADING 
Off ,Ship Islandi 	 r e b y  19 1864 

I SIY11r il< I L' i~ r1LI OY1 received )esterda) Lours of the 2d ant! hope that you have since received 
n-~ine froin New Orleans . . 

W e  got in here ys t e rday  after passing a day at the Mobile blockades and as  

i soon as  a treillencio~~s Norther wltlich is now blowing shall cease I will go in one 
c of t l ~ e  small vessels insitle of Mississippi Sound to exarniqc the inside defences 

I 

1 
, 
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of 5ic;l)ilc i n ) ,  and perhaps illell them a little b! way of seeing ~vliat  they are  
made of. I go with the Admiral of course. having the secontl colt1 \Tie are r i o ~ \ ~  
\pel1 of the nli~iter aiitl ::ctu:~lly yesterday hat1 a few flakes of snow l'eople call 
it cold but I thiiik it is just nice ant1 bracing. r r l ~ c ~tell 111e that tlie army traiis- 
port ulllich ta1cc.s this ic, u ~ ~ d e r  so I have n o  tunic to talk i-.f ctlicr ~iiattcrc but w::y 
will lcavc tlielii Ccr al~other occa5ion. 

Killti ren~em:;raiice to l l r s .  Hainilto~i and 1 hope that her ant1 )rour 1)roposetf 
five huntlrctl tliousa~ltl will lie protluccd by the fair. Am xlatl to Icarn oE the 
pleasallt 11cck yoti sl~eiit n it11 1lo) t and feel that 1 coultl have eiljoq ed ~iiucll being 
\I it11 IOU, although I wotlltl after all rather keep t o  work ant1 give up au~usenient 
until the war is over, wl~cn  those ~ v h o  see it through cat1 take tlieir fun all in a 
lullll'. 

I agree with J ou 111 l o u r  fears of Sjl'i, principle^ from a i\'ortliern trip, for 
in this as in sorile otlier cases extremes inect, a11tl Canada seems almost as had 
a i  S. Carolina. I suppose she will collie hack like so many others of our repub- 
lican nation, Inore t l ~ a n  ever conviticed that ours is not a coutitr)! for a gel~t le inai~ 
to live in, only one to enable that class to nlake money out of to keep up its 
gentility. 1 am very sorry to hear of Mrs. L--- 's illness but trust that it is 
all over ant1 that she is in her usual good healt?~ agaili, 

The  Atlt~liral is st111 suffering from a little rileumatisi~i or gout, hut will I trust 
Ile well ellough to i~tffcr no  ilico~lveilience f ro l~ l  the littlc roughing it which he 
muit  go tlirough if lie goes up the Sollntl ill one of our si~laller vessels. I like 
inany other water drinkers, altlioi~gh not clairi~ing the robustt~css of the class who 
live generou~ly,  a t  least never seem to get helow the point of medium good health, 
~ ~ h i c hIias been n ~ jcondition since lcavil~g you 

About half Farragut's letters are for autographs and what is I think a littlc 
i~npudent Cartes tle Vlsite, the latter b e i ~ ~ g  an article which costs 11io11ey and cap 
bc bought currently. For  a seco~id tiilie rclne~nhrai~cc to 1 1rs. ITamiltoiz ant1 ali 
in the house ant1 believe 111c Yours faithfull) 

~ T I ~ ~ I GSII111 If I[<rl<(xr) 
Shif Island Mch 2 1864 

1)15r\i< FI/\hflL 1 0 A  

I came across the enclosetl sliark story a fe\\ (la) s ago, atid rccollccting 
your curlositv about the lllattei- send it to you, Ko tloubt Whcleright or any otlier 
I.,erson co~lnectetl with the Cnizjor~ziacoultl havc the niatter placed 1)eyontl doubt 
ail(( tl111s settle a question wliicll has so lonq exercised the Club. 

I have been f ~ ra week with Parragut a t  Grants Pass one of the upper 
entrances into Mobile hay, where wit11 five bomb vessels we have bceii trying to 
drive t h ~  cneiny out of a strong earth fort  or at least ro do what would serve the 
purpose of making a diversroll in favor of Sherman in Xorth Alabama. The 
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water was so shallow that t u o  miles was as near as the lightest vessel could 
appr(?ach zo that I suspect no great harm was done on eitlzcr side. They threw ;a 

goocl man) shot over us, but only a verq few hit, and the) [lid no great harm only 
one man hcinq hurt and the vesseis little injured. Yesterday -\vhilc waiting for 
a frcsh stlpply o f  ammunition, the celcl-rrr~ted iron clall \\it11 w:~ic?1 ? c c  liave so 
long been threatened made her appearance in Mobile bay. and as it is said that 
she accolnpanietl by her consorts, is to rnal<e a raid on us the Adiniral hurried 
off to join t11e Rfohile fleet, whtre cvc should be no^, mere 31 13~>ttt!1;ltit is b l o w  
ing such a gale of wind, as to make it very disagreeal~le outside for all ortlinary 
vessei and impossible for an iron clad suclr as tile Tc i i l l r ssc r  to live lcllg It is a 
great pity that a few troops and an iron clad or so could not have been had ere 
this, to enable us to take the forts of Mobile Lay. It n~ill of course beconie more 
difficult the longer tlclaycd, but we always seein to prefer that the enemy should 
be quite ready belore attacking him. As a Norther is blowing it is clttite cold 
again comparatively, but I sttspect this will be the last of the winter and 
the complaints for the future will arise from otlier causes than too nluch 
heat. Until son~cthing is settled about the enemy's iron clacls I shall scarcely 
he again in port except to coal, as the Hartford 111ust talie lzer place on that most 
wearisonle and thankless duty of blockading. A11 engaqed in it cor-uplainit~g 
that they get no sleep and never have their clothes off,but so loiir as the heavens 
dent fall I will manage to have a fair share of tile first, at least, or it ~ i ~ i l l  be for the 
first time this war that I have failed, ant1 T have been in places where attack a t  
niglit was much more likely to take place than \\ill be the case off I\lobilc. 

Remen~her me kindly to hTrs. Hatuilton ant1 all in the h ~ i e .  TIcaven atlrd] 
earth is being i~zoved in its favor* I slzould juclye frorrr tlie applications to the 
Admiral for his autograph and photograph, like a prudent n u n  he keeps none of 
the latter on hand. Even 1 do not entirely escape, and a few tlavs ~ i n c e  received 
a very polite note from hlrs.Genera1 dfcClellan requestiny a simned Carte de visite, 
wliich having, I of course sent, telling her that althot~r~h T could not "veil see how ..
the lilrcncss of a person -,a little known as myself could aid ill the very lauc!- 
able object she had in view, still I could not othervise than fccl ?lad at  an oppor- 
tunity being offered me, of not only appearing in gooti compal~y but at  the same 
time of obliging the wife of Genl McClellan. 

Ever since I have conimenceci this I have been iiiterruptctl everv few minutes 
to explain or listen to something, as we are gettinq off paper5 and letters hv the 
mail boat, for all parts of the coast and Xrashington, this ~nttst account fnr rnv a t  
tinies not appearing to know exactly what I was nrit inq about. Much to mv 

relief three da! s since the Secretary whom I qot for the Rdn~iral,  to rel)lace 
drunken one allsent without leave arrived and beit~q thorouql~ at  his husir?esq. I-e 
is alreatly getting tl~inms in atli~~irable order, and has relieved me frorn a prrTt  
deal of work v;hi~h no morn hcl~ngecl to me than to the ships cook. hut xvl~ich1 
had to do or x x  cluld not 11avc been done at all.. . . 

Yours rnost sincerely 
P.DRAYION 

Mr. A Tr- .-s H,\M-~T.I-ONjr. 
New Yorlr 

* T h e  San~taryfair-footnote by nr i \  r r  
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FLAGSITIPHIIRTFORD 
Pcnsucola March 1 5  1864 

MYDLAR I ~ ~ M I L ? O N  
Radiord has just written to say that I had left lily Conill~issio~l with him 

I nlust confe'is to have elltirely forgotten. That this may not occur again 
1have aiked llinl to senti it to > ou. Will you put it ill my box. 

I also send you by an opportunity that offers a couple of huntired cigars. If 
you 11kc either description I can get you a reasonable a~ilount, or if there is any 1 

particular brand ~ l i i c h  you have a fancy for I call send over to Havana for t11en1. 
This will at  least be cl~eaper anti il yo11 will persist in tli;~t horrid habit of sl-noking 
dent ruin both l~cnltll and for i~mc at tlie same tinle. -1s I wrote olily a few days 
since I dolit think of anything else to tell q oil \4'c have heen expecting to go to 
sea every day, but ~oniet l~ing to tletain us. The ram Te~z~?essccalw;~! s : )cc~~rs  
whicll we  thought n e  saw the other (lay ilr  Mobile bay is saitl to be stil! on the 
Dog river bar near the city, so she cant trq alljtlling agaillst us just yet. Therc 
has l~owever one of tile torpitlo vcsiels hccn scen lately near Sort l lorgan so I 
suppose an attcliipt \\ill  be nlatlc to treat us 1 1 1 ~the IIo7~satotzrc 

JucIging from the toiic of tile llollilc l1apcr5 \\liich we gel cjuitc frecjuentl\ 
the Confedera;). is in mtlch better spirits latel!,, oming first t3 their success in 
Florida ant1 else~vhere ant1 next to the confidence given by the energetic action 
of their Congress which wl~etlier ~~ol i t i c  or not in the future for the ln~oment 
gives them soldiers and hope 

W e  have one of the lnost strikinq characters one often lncets, here on sbore 
in the person of a Genl Asboth, a IIungarian refugee and old companion of 
Kossuth, h r  is a B r i ~ a d i e r  and commands this post 8r distin:uished hi~ucelf much 
at Pea rir17e where he comtnandetl a divisioi~, His appearance is vcry riluch that 
of Don Onixote ant1 hc is a thorough soldier and courtier, a desperate atiniirer of 
horses ; l rd  dons allti is always accvmpailietl on all his campaigns by about half 
a do7cn of + h c  birest specimens of the latter one often sees. FTe dined the 
Admiral <elf the other day, and the first dish was chocolate soup, nothing 37-d 

more or 1 ~ - ct111n st~cli cliocolate as yo11 drink served in a tureen and ladled out 

like s o w  T h ~ v cseen a qootl many stranqe custcms but both the Adtniral and 

self >-r~-,l  +I--+ this w2s bevond both of our experiences. 


Kind r-mernhral~ces to Mrs. Hamilton ant1 311 in the house and believe me 


Yours affy 

1'. D R ~ Y T O Y  


hTr h T T A M I L T O N  jr 

Jauncey Court 


New York. 


111 this age of autographs Asl)oths signature is as fine a specimen as one often 
sees, and it IS ouly a pity that [his being the case, the writer is not tnore falnous to 

give ir the value so fine a specirnen of caligraphy deserves. I enclose one for 
Mrs. T3atnilton or anv of her friends who value wch things. also o:lc of Porters 
to contrast 

i 

i 
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FLAGSIIIPHARTFORD 
WESLI.:I~N SQUinrtovGur,r lir,oc rc Lnrh (I 

Pcnsacola March 20 18G4 
i x  i i t  1I k h 1 i 1 ~ i o ~  

. . . 1Ve are still here, the hdiiliral liavlng verq seiis~J~ly1 tilink tlccitlecl that so 
lorig as thc ericiilj's head iron clad sticks in the inutl at  ?+lobile, Lic is near enough 
to that vlace for all uscful Dttrnoscs at I'ensacola, ~cliere wc coniillunicatc v\ ith the 

the Mobile forts and have it over one way or the other without so much delay, 
The heart and vitals of the Confederacy, are this side, not the other side of the 
llississippi, but T suppose that politics enters into the movet~ient sorue\vhat of our 
armies, aiitl not military motives alone as I tliink sliould be tlie case. By the 

improperlp before as you will see from the eilclosctl circular) but still there are 
those two big arniies always looiililig LIP, and \vliicli iiiust be beaten well before 
the no11 military eleinent clare sliow its iiands beyond our protection. 

l'he Adn~iral is getting over his rhet~inatism or horse ride or whatever it may 
1 he, ant1 tlesircs to he ren~elubcrecl to Mrs. I-Iaiiiilto~~ aiid yourself. I am re-

I have a tremendous bundle of papers to get off by tliis liiail so will no~v  finish 
his private one, and wit11 kind remembrance to illrs. Haillilton ant1 all in no. 18 
1 reiiiaiil 

Yotlrs faithfullp 
P.DR-AYTON 

1'. S. If yoti are !one1 of rece;=.ilig letters you ought to open a correspond- 
ence wit11 Jenkins, in the last five days I iutlst have received from him at various 
times uha t  \vould make a sizeable book, aiid all so batlly written that I dont read 
more than ahout one half,. Poor fellow lle seems to have plenty of idle time on 

New Orleans 
U. S. S. TENXESSEERpl 8 1864 

MY DEAR ~ I A ~ ~ I L T O N  
The Admiral found it necessary to collie round here for a few days and 

perhaps niay be obiiged to visit Texas, and as that I shoulcl be it is ;~llporta~it  
with him, keeping as I do the key to the squadron business, I left my vessel in 
charpe of the first Lieutenant at  Pensacola. and took passage with hiin in the 
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Tc~illc,ssee,one of the old passellgcr stca~licrs tliat fonnerlj ran on our 
coast, allti which was talcell 111 atteniptmg to run ihe ljloci~atle o i  AIobile about 
a year ago. A r~iost coml"orta1jle vessel she is too, antl ~vould be the perfection of 
a Illail 01 mar, I E  she was only a tellill part as fit to fight as her quarters are large 
and airy. 130th the Atliniral ant1 self haue rooms that ~voultl not lie conslilcred 
i111al1; in a house, and the11 coinparecl with the execrable rolling a:ld pitclling 
of our screw sloops is as stead! in roug1-i ~ v c ~ ~ t l i e r  1s an cxljrcs- as a ch~lrch, ~vh ic i~  

among sailors for the most pel fect stal)illt>, at least phjsically consi~lered. 
I received a letter fro111 you as 1 was leavlng nly ship, telling nle that 1ou were 

just. about getting out again after all attack of illness. I am glad to hear tliat yo11 
are -well again, but catlriot ~onceive liiox~ you lnanagc to get siclc with all the 
Lgii~fortiof honle about j o u  ant1 l l r s  IIaiiirlton to look out for the111 and jou 
I t  must he tiorle ill the mere %pit-it o f  ~)~~p:)sltionand if that is the case you deserve 
a little it~convenience. ~311ich lias 1 1:opc however heen on11 suff~crent to cIctc.1 otl 
froill coinmittillg the same fault a \ccontl ti:m 

Something J liave fi-ec~uentl~ ~trilcei nlc, Oncc. intcntletl to ask j c~u ,  just no'\ 
or twice I have heart1 the Rdinlral al!utle to a series of resolut~ons, passctl by the 
city iol~nclls o l  Keu Vurk, irr hii  honor antl which it wac sald In the papel-5, 
u e r e  to he cngrossetl and presented tc, hinl, Ask some altlcrman frrc17d for me. 
what becanie of t l~em,  as I have a curloslty to know, and woulrl lilte to i l ~ f o r n ~  
tfre hdnliral wlio also I think has sc,methinq thc sarnc feeling allout t!1c171 

'The Account Ctrrrent yo11 speaic of in yot~l- letter T acknowletlqecl 111 rn) laqt, 
ant1 a v e r ~  satisfactory paper it 

This cit) although nut as g s  as \vhen Ranks antl the arm) were present, i.: 
still very much of a vanity fair, anti the Atllniral m11a I think at least enjoys its 
life aiid tlissipations as much as an) one, never tires of abusing it for the de- 
inoralizatior~ it protfuces on the flect !is for hiln J cant keep him on hoard in thc 
evcni~iganct hc takes rne to man1 placcs I woulcl be very x!ad to lceep out of .  
SVc. 11elit last cveninp to a party at " ~ I r s  Banks', where there were plenty of nice 
people, but fen? i f  , ~y Creoles atnong thern She is beautifully lodged in what 
the nativci call a stolen house. hut v;cirth committing a alight sin to ohtnin, anti 
iurrolxnded a i  it i.; now ~vi th  orangc hloscorns and all lrintl of i~ ic l l in~ :s ~ ~ e e i -
plants, is tlic perfection of si~uthein c lc~anct :  and c o l ~ ~ f o r t  They liave not heeil 
able to gct up a S a ~ i t a r y  e\actlq itut are tc? have 011 tlic 72th scme T a b l c ~ u x  
untler the patronage of kJrs 13ar11ci and ;1 Mrs. of Kew Yorlc, rather 
a highfligher, although not of the crGine at home. She is however rather a 
nicc person and as her hushant1 is said to he quite rich, no one can utlrlerstantl 
her intention of spendiny the possession the samn~cr  here, ~~ot~vi ths tandinq of 

one of the finest houses in rhe city, for the time being Tlie readJ answer of 

the resident5 or  of those above stlspicion !~o\\ever in all sttch casec, i s ,  that they 

arc after cotton. or as it is expressed belong to the cotton stealing association, 

most of the l ~ a q s  S C ~ L ~ I  Tt scerns that it gcncrall,
hcinq marked C. S 11 was 

t!rouqlit that this laie expedition up tile Red Riber, was to have J ieidetl large11 

In the staple, bui tinfortut~ately Ranks ,mupied with the poi;tical orqanization of 

this state, d e l a ~ e d  his departure so mtch,  that Porter cot ahead, antl it is said 
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stantly being circulatetl l ~ e r e  by the scseclz elenlellt. For three daqs tlrere lverz 
no arrivals from the Red river, and bq the end of that tinze az~theizticinioi-mation 
\\as received, first that Taylor bad got bet~veei~our forces, next had talcen 
Alexa~idria and on the third da> liacl in his possession Gel11 Baniis all his staff 

1 and five tliousand prisoners. So that on going to Mrs. 1:anlts last evening I ~ v a s  
very happy to see the Chief Quarterniaster who lzacl been particularly i~lentiolled I as one of the unforttrnates ancl who told us that everything was going oil atl- 
niirably for lianks. LIy letter may seem at times careless or even inclloherent, 

? 	 but it is really written under clifficulties. At least every three Minutes, sorile 
one wants to see me, and by the time he has been gratified I have perhaps lost 
the thread of ml~at  I was saying. The fact is that besides the regular duty of 
the fleet. almost every officer ~vants  son~ething special, and in the case of the 

1 volunteer elemelit geiierally promotion. All these favors asked, can of course 
only be really granted by the Admiral but as in point of fact the decision niust 
pretty much remain wit11 me, I am as you inay suppose for the tiilze a ratller im- 
portant person, whenever either promotion or perinission to go Xorth for a 
short time are in question. 

I picked up yesterday among sanie of the Reb Cartes de visite here one of 
I 	 my brother. With the exception of one or two the Generals are a niost seedy 
I looking set of individuals, to n ~ l ~ i c h  	 Give it to Sylmy brother is no exception. I 
I 	 she nlay value it perhaps for the uniform. 
I Nrs.  Norillan Jackson's child being sorne time since in b rant of a name, 1
I 

~uggestcd Maud, which llas been accepted, ancl if the dress can be qot read! 
which is not certain, as I was not looked for so soon, 1 am requestecl to reprcsent 
by proxy some brother in England. As she is a littlc sesech, I suppose I 
ought to allow the intimacy to go ~ i o  further than dinners, but there is no re-
fusing anlthing to a pretty noman, and I doubt wl~etl-ier under like circuni- 
stances I could refuse Mrs. Jeff Davis, were she to ask me so sliyl~t a favor in 
so winning a style. 

Kind renzembrance to Mrs. Ra~milton ancl all in the l~ouse As to get tin^ ho:?~e 
this summer I dont see a chance of it. Believe me Yours affy 

P.DR,\Y'LON 

t 

I 	 FL.\GSHIPTEUNLSSCC 
I New Orlenlzs Pip1 14 I S Q  

A'ru DERR HAMILTON 
I told you in niy last I should do, I hecznle resl)onsible for anotllr.-

god child by proxy a day or trio since and bein: desirous of performing the part 
selon les r&gles, must of cot~rse r~la!te a sinall preseiit on the occasion, Please 
ask Mrs. Hamilton, or if she is too bt~sy with the fair. Syl, to pick me out a 
piece of silver to present to my God daughter, with the following- inscription, 
Anna Maud Jaclison, from her Godfather Percival Drayton, April 12, 1864, 
or as much of this as you thirik right. Cost to be some where near fifty dollars 

r 
I 
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and to be sent to tlie care of Commodore I S Palrnei- U S Navy 148 Canal St. 
New Orleans, by Adams Lxxpress, ui~less an opportuiiity offers by one of the 
Supply vessels f r o ~ n  the Navy Yarcl at  the tilile it is ready. 

W e  hat1 some graliti 'l'ableaux vivants aL the Opera 11ouse oil Tuesday last 
for the 1,ouisiana Soldicrs he1:efit. I t  went oTf very wcll and ~liust  have been 
quite remunerative. Mrs. Cank.; wanted me very muc11 to take a part iii tlie 
final tableaux of the Spirit of 1866 uhere she \?;as the Cotldcss oT IAiberty sur- 
rouncletl by the States Althougli general VVeitzel n a s  to represent the armies 
of the U States on tile occasioli, I could not bring ruj self to clo the Kavy part, 
and am afraid in consqueiicc that I have lost ground in the good graces of the 
lady of the Com~natidcr of tlie Department. 

The Admiral enjoys hi~nself I think vastly here, and would do so much inore 
were it not for the opinion that seems to possess him, that life in New Orleans 
soot1 retiders a person unfit for the harcl life of the professioli or at  least inakes 
them a little clistasteful. W e  dilled yesterday wit11 Mr. Wriqht the possessor of 
the Horse fair, who gave us a first class dinner, whicli drd not hurt nie, hut 
coming on the top of a good dzal of indiscrimi~ate eating and drinkiiig after the 
Tableatls of the night previous, rather used tlie Admiral up, which I did not 
much wonder at, \vheii reiniiided hy l~ in l  of what he had eaten, for among the 
articles were the follo\ving oncs all served as courses and wit11 the highest 
seasoned sauces, Shrimp soup, 1,obster salad, Soft s1.1ell crabs, shrimps, Ice 
cream and strawberries. W e  are getting uricler 1vay for Texas so adieu. 

Reniembcr me to Mrs. Hamiiion and believc liie Yours faithfully 

M r  Arxxx W A ~ I I L T O Njr 

New York. 


U S S TLSNESS~I; 
New 0~len1z .sill11 22 64 

MY Dl: 1R H11~111,101 

We reached here )esterday from 2 cl-i=llse a lo~ig tlic Tex,,s coast to look 
alter t l ~ e  T ecscls there, ail11 qet all idea fro111 personal ol)servatioii of tlie condi- 
tion of affairs i ~ i  that dircction. 

Qtiite a 1,ri.k little husirless iri the blockade I-unnirig line, seems io be ~ a r rietl 
on from their shallow l>oitc tl~rougli fleets of liglit draft sailing vesiels, wl-iicl~ 
dodge in and out of t~.lr:nunierous inlets wliich seem to give access to the interior 
every fen. miles, and ~v:ricl~ it is impossible to find vessels on oru- part to watch. 
For aitlloug'rl our scjt~ailroii( onsists i~onlinally of al,otit seventy hve vessels, fulllr 
one fourtl-1 of t l ic~n~ arc constant11 unckrgoing repairs, and one fourtll more ought 
to be. People tlolit k ~ i o ~ v  how difficult ~t is to keep boilers in order tried as ours 
are, where stea~ii is kept up month after inoii.th btithout an opportunity being 
pernutted for thc necessarq repairs ancl cleani~lg out. That no great considera- 

I 

I
I 
i 

I 

i 

I 

1 

I 
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t ~ o n  is thought of for tlic individual and that the public interest 1s not alloned to 
sttfler out of any feeling for of'ficers or crens jou will understaiid uhen I tell 
kou that sorine ol the vessels on the coast of 'l'cxas have not beell in port for six 
riiontlzs, and pl obzlsly will not be allom ecl to do so cult11 either the hutliali or the 
stcxam machines give out. Tills irind of l ~ f e  of course appcars :t vcrj s ~ ~ ~ ~ p l e  
nmtter pzoplc at li,~mc enjoj ~ n g  all t!~e co~niolts orc11:larily belol~ging to that 
place, toqether with the aclditioiiai pleasure of seacling about fig lit in^ and tlie 
general harclsliips attentliilg the inildcst niilitary operations, but it is 110 jolre as 
any one will soon perceive when tlironn in with the actors. 

TVc have niet wit11 rather a reverse lately on the recl river, verj  1iluc11 o;viiig 
so far  as I can iearn to the absence of the uwal n?i!itarj prccaut~ol~s J suppose 
T ~ h e nn e  have n1et with a fciv 11101-e $1e nr~l! begin :o arrive at  the cLx~clu.sion 
that politics and xvar are distinct hraizcl~es of human krlo\\ ledjie. 'Tliis of cout se 
wtll be a bitter truth to our rulers as it was to olcl nohtlity of Europe wlzet? 
it first began to he lnsicted that no?)le birth (lid not necessarily tmean fitiiess for 
all the high offices of thc itate, hut wc must co:v to it soon and IT ill unless ~nol-c 
~,ucccssful than heretofore. I t  is said that Franklin the real solclier ol  the arnij 
is neither askcd for his opinion or listened to when it is qlven, ant1 the con-
scciuense was \\ e v, ent slap intn the enemy not lc~ion in? vilere lie nas and the 
advance J. inere coniuscd mass o f  hagqagc nagons, artillery ant1 caval~y Con-
seqlq.cnce a severe check ancl the loss of tucncy pieces anc: three n~iles of 
\Lag:o:ii Trov ever there is no use of grur~ihlinq, all nrar n ~ u s t  have its reverses, 
l ~ u t  with us we so constaritly repeat the same ?>lulidcrs a i  to nialce it ritliculous 

W e  rcniain here for a day 3s two and then leave for VoLilc and Pc~~sncola ,  
at  11hich latter place a rebel raid j c  tlireatened. but a p r e t t ~  1)01<1 ~ c tof fello\l s he 
Rehs must ?,e if the1 attempt it. 

I am glad to hear such good accounts of S:I, but nhetlier it is thst houre-
holtl affairs and the worlds vanities occupy all her time, not a scrape o-E the pcil 
has reached rile from her since I left nTew Yolk. altl~ouyhI have tried to draxv 
one on various occasions. perhaps your writing is considered sufficient evi-
tlence of life in the family to answer all purposes. Hoyt the other delinclueilt 
just saved a severe reproof for his negligence, by a letter received toclay 

From your account of Mrs. Kamiltons devotion to the fair, I sl~oulcl judge 

that you might almost he the person n hose complaillt in numbers, I saw a 

short time since somewhere, and 1v11o sceliled to think that in these times of 

charital?le excitc~nent a Inan l~liqht as ;tell he ~v i t l~ou t  ~c i fe ,  fol all tlie yood 
a 
he derived from lies societj. Hoxvever the object for nhicli grou are sacrificed 

i i  so grant1 a one, that you must hear your s l~are  of its hurcler?~ without a murmur, 

The very sqinpathy showl~ for the Soldier wrill produce a better result than the 

eventual spending of the n~one!; to be raised by the Sanitarv fair. T am only 

sorry that t]7e j~ $0 indepc~~i,entas riot to brinq out a little of the ltintl feel- 
ing 11ei11g shown to\vartls thc Soltlicr. Even clid ~ v eneed it, I an? afraid that 


for a race so inuch apart ancl which never can have n~ucli political weiql~t 

(which .\\~ith us is what virtue was to the Ronian), the sailor ~vould stand little 

chance wit11 his rival of the other service, who is of the stuff nut of which Presi- 

dents may be ~nanufacturetl... . 




FLAGSIIIIJTENNESSLL 

New Orlea~tsh p l  23 1864 
illy DEAR I-Sou J 

Your letter of tile rot11 reached me yesterday, and 1 was very glad to hear 
from you again alter such a lo~ig silence. for lol lie of your letters to n~hiclz you 
allude to as writtell iiavc reaclled 111~.13eople in the hustle of the great world 
dont know how welcome ncns  fro111 it of a lnorc confideiltial character t l la~l that 
which conies through the papers, is to persons leacling the h ~ ~ m d r ~ ~ l i l  kind of life 
that we clo every \\~l?cre on this station, except a t  Kew Orleans, which 1 ail1 
alwaqs sorry to vis i~ ,  because the outside life which one gets acustomed to as do 
the i ~ u n s  that of a nunnery after a little practice, always appears clistasteful 
when so imn~ediately compared with a nioi-e natural condition, such as is offered 
by any society composeti of the two sexes, particularly when as here, so 111a11y 
people are quite disposed to make our stay a pleasant one. 

W e  have just 1-eturnecl froin tile Coast of Texas from a liind of toilr of in- 
spection, and find that although our squadron consists of near eighty vessels, 
more are ~vantecl to block up all tile rat holes down tliere. T o  be sure blockade 
running is done in rather a siilall way, but still as .whenever a vessel gets in or 
out a great noise is 111ade al:ou't it, either in English or rebel papers, every on: 
is most anxious to prevent all communication ~%llatevei-, and the not being ahle to 
do so, is a car:se of ~~iortification. That no one is considered in carrying out 
these objects ?ou will understand when I tell you, that several of tlie ~ c s s e l s  
have not I~een into a port from as far bacii as Scptel~iber and October last, and 
will not perliaps for ds :nucll longer, utlleqs the boilers give out. You call 
i~nayine the tcdiurn a r~d  llardsliip of such a lile, passeci ill a sinall vessel, which 
iiiost of thelii are. Of course people a t  home clo not see it in this light, and those 
are generally niore severe in their strictures on persolis JTIIO occasionally n a n t  
relief for a time, from this life witl~out a joy, in proportiol? to the little likelyhood 
there is of tlicir being called oil for a:lytl:ing cf the .;ame cllaractcr. ITo~vcvcr 
I am not going to owrite you a grtunbling letter, pal-ticulnrly as I so far have no 
right to coml>lain oE any individual suflcrinq, for with the exception of perhaps 
a t  times a 1 -tie too much ivork to hc good or lzealtliy, T an? usually ell off. 
ant1 am likely to he, so Ion: as the i"tclmira1 is in 11iy vessel, for of course it is 
not expected that he should devote hiniself to mere blockadil3g. T;lThen tlie iron 
clads arc really ready to come oat of Mohile, it will he of course another matter. 
If we could only get into Mobile bay now, ovc could put a stop to all ruanuiac- 
ture of iron clacls going on there, but this is out of the question until the army 
can lend some regiments to reduce the forts. W e  can run by then1 and cut thein 
off 4 9 ~vater ,  but there our power woulcl end, and as tlie ~vatcr  is too shallo~v 
to permit of an aprtroach to the city, nothing ivhatever would he gained by any 
movelileilt on our part, until it can be supported hy troops. Our  forces on the 
red river have met with a pretty serious check as you have no doubt seen, much 
greater than is admitted of course. It is here universally attributed to careless- 
ness, we were led into a trap, into which we walked without any precautions 
having been taken against surprise, and were marching alony in an enemy's 
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country a inere coilfused inass of cavalrq artillery and supply wagons, tile con- 
sequellce of which was, that we lost at  oace, twelzty guns and tlircc inilcs of 
waggons. I t  is said that the army was so entirely talren up wlth cotton, as to lose 
sight of everything else. 

W e  leave here tolnorrow for Pensacola ailcl ~Clobilc, at  the fornler of ~ ~ h i c h  
places I left niy ship, for I ail1 iiot oilly fleet Captain but comrna~ld the i lnr l -

ford in addition. This is better in sonie respects for all parties, as it gives Ine 
coilrinancl of all the conveiiiei~ces of the vessel for flect purposes, which couid *lot 
be the case were the officers in differe~lt hands, and IA hen the llchniral XIants to 
make a tour of illspection as a t  present in a lighter vessel, I can teiilporarily 
leave the Hartford in charge of tlie first lieutenant, as I have done now. 

The members of congress have so completely grabbed all appointing to the 
Naval School, that I cloubt if there is any other avcnue open except through one 
of its body. That some of those having this po\ver call be approaclied ~vi th  a 
bribe, I do not doubt, but venial as they are supposed to be should thiilk it an 
exceptional case. At any rate the only person who can help you is the mcinber 
from your district, either Staatsburg or nTew York, iillcl hiill out aiid tell him 
what you want. Perhaps lie may assist jou. At ally rate there is nothing like 
trying. I t  is of course not pleasant to ask a favor, hut it must soi1lctiti1cs he 
done. If we take Mobile I niay help yet?, but at  present 111y influerice is too 
small to be of mucl~ use. particularly as I ail1 absent from the part of the country 
where all these ixatters are ari-angecl. 

The people here secm very exultant at their recellt successes in various 
quarters, and 11ow talk I understand of inaliing a raid from the direction of Pollis 
army, to occupy this city. I t  is of course ridiculous, and were such an attci~ipt 
successful it would he next to inipossible for any body of men to he fed, ~irith us 
in coinniand of 1,alie and river. The approaclies to the river are such, that a 
few inen niiglit hold therii against an army, hut unforttlnately our raw levies are 
not to be depended upon, and constantly desert places that a regiment of French 
Zouaves would hold aqainst the confederacy. 

From what T gathcl- no~v  the Red River operatiolis are a coii~plete failure 
and >ou will soon hear of our forces withdrawing. The worst of it is that 
Porter and a i~uiilber of the boats are above the falls, and there seems little chance 
of their getting do~vn, which mill inake the position of thmgs a little awkward. 

Froim what I can see of the Sanitary it appears to be another Japanese Prince 
of Wales & Russian excitenient only for a better motive and I believe that City 
rivalry & politics has quite as mucli to do with the receipts as care for the 
Soldiers. However it gives people conilnon interest and that oti the right side 
which is a great deal. . . . 

Notwithstanding Guerillas, tlie up trade oil the rivcr seems to be increasing 
very lnuc11, jLltlging froin the nuinher of steamers a t  the l2ev6e, but still this 
constallt firing at our hoats inust have an cflect in interrtlptillg trade if continued, 
and all the gun boats in the world cannot stop it. This niust be clone by occt~py- 
ing tile favourable points, which it seems we are not strong enoug-l? for at  present. 
The Rebs are evidently moving heavcn and earl11 for this spriiig and s u n ~ ~ n e r  
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catizpaign; we for the Presidciitial. Kind remenlbrances to Mrs. also to 
Gcrtrutlc and believe ine jours most sincerely 

P.DI~AYTON 
Mr. Id.h'r~ HoYr 

Staatsburg 
N. Y. 

FLAGSIIIP X ~ ~ \ I W P O R D  
E'ensacolu May 2 64 

MY DEAR HAMILTON 
Yours of the zotll received, as usual very pleasa~lt reading. There is 

nothing like a busiiiess inan for a regular correspo~iclent, alicl tlie tl-101-e work 
lie llas to do tlie better, I t  seems as if the o111j occtipatioll v~liicli coiiipletely fills 
a persons day nitl iot~t leaving rool!i for anytliing else, is a life of fasliio~iable 
ease and cnjoyiiient, l f  half that is reported oE the reckless extravagance of 
New York and our other cities is true I shonld think it tile precursor of a regular 
cataclq sm. No cause can prosper wlierc nliile the country is in imlllinciit peril 
am1 its finalices in confusion, this peril is aggravatctl 1 , ~such mad waste and cor- 
ruption as is seen everywhere. 1 trust jou do not lend yourself to sucll things 
and ha;e at  ieast given up Champagne. Seriously speakitig our affairs are tak- 
in: a ball tui11, notiling hut disaster evci-yn~licre, and . ~ ~ h c r e  dontit is to stop T 
see, for our cneiiiie~ are 111ac!!y ill earnest we lul~cwarrn as a nation. There 
seenis to he little doubt (low11 here tlzat the worst defeat of the war next to Bull 
run is that of Banks, ~ v h o  they say becaiile so perfectly deinoralized and vacillat- 
ing as to have destroyed the little chances tiiat lziight have remained after the 
first great blunder. Nettling from present appearance call save Porters fleet 
except a rise in the Red river which cannot be looked for. 

And here t c r ,  are with a lot of nooden vessels to meet tlie iron clads which 
are nearly re: ly to come out fro111 Xobile, some of them quite equal to the 
Merri?~zac,when any disaster to our fleet would create a panic that I have a little 
dollbt would for the titne lose us New Orleans, and all this miglit be avoided 
by the presence of a si~igle iron clad in this liarhor, as a mere threat if notliing 
else. But they all stop at  places nhere  they are not ~ v a i ~ t c d  at  least ~vliere or 1as in tlie Janles river, they coultl be spared fronz protecting that immense army 

of the Potolilac whirl1 never seeills to he co~lsiderecl safe. New Orlca:~r and 

the hti;sissippi is wort11 inore to us t h a ~ i  JVashing.to11 because less ensily retalcen 

in casc of loss. Hovcver T supposc the machine has to work it-ell along by 

its 0 ~ 7 7 1 1  as a river s t ~ c n ~ t l i c i ~ c r l  a
~ t7~i r : l~ thcrctofore. co.ni17on haat 2 n d  with 
little rzi1roatl ir911 r l g h t  have 5avcc1 Plytnoutl~ twenty vent get it back, and its 
loss pretty rnuc11 fiqishes tlic unioii pgi-tv of N Carolina. 

You rlont undcrstarid ?erhapi xvl~at we are rvaitinq for lzere so T will explain 
our position that .iroll il:xv 11ot ihiiik Farraqut 11as lost his encryy. The forts 
at Mobile are very stronq and to r:ui in n7e ~ i u s t  run the gauntlet of most power- 
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lul batteries at  sliort range with cliannel nittch obstructed and filled will1 tor- 
pedoes. This however is not tlze question, but \ \hat \ \ e  sl~ould gain by going 
in. 'I'he bay is twenty five miles deep but so shallow tliat \\ e cannot 1 tliiiih go 
up high ellough to be clear of the fort guns at  ilie entrance. Then as tlzz2e are 
well provisioned and will be in just as free coniiiiucicatiolz \,it11 the interior 
\xvitli us inside as out, we really therefore except being able to keep up a little 
better blockade gain notl~ing by a change of position. The  loss on the other 
side will be considerable, first we are exposed very much to :orpedo vessels, and 
in? addition to the fleet of iron clads u~liich althougll rather afraid to come out- 
side, \\it11 their sllaIlow draft and heavy guns miglit really destroy us a t  long 
range. With an army to invest the forts aiid one or two iron clads to look out 
for theirs, it would be worth taking the loss of vessels whicll must follow the 
running tlie gauntlet, without it would be simply like a Malay running a muck, 
knowing that at  tlze end of it ~ O L Iwere doomed. The chance of soldiers seems 
to be put off, by Banks disaster and the arrival of the iron clads by the supposed 
wants of the Potomac army, so tliat I really dolit see what is to be done. I3ut I 
do see that if the enerviy plucks up a spirit and conies out n i th  the rams, 
after getting the Te~znesseeover the bar by Mobile (which will be done when 
the caiials no\v building are finisl~ed) and any of our vessels are sunk, there 
will be a very good chance of losing New Orleans for a time at least. There 
\vas a regular panic there before Banks9 defeat was ktiown, inerely on account 
of the depletion of the city of its soldiers, and now the soldiers have fallen into 
such contempt, that all the rnoral effect fro111 tlienl is gone even if they were 
there. VVithdraw our ships and I 1)elieve the city would be taken in a fortnight 
111tlie meantime our sliips crews are melting away because congress in its 
\visdoni gave enormous bounties to soldiers who have votes and none to sailors 
who have not, so that as might have been expected all the sailors have gone int? 
the army, as we are in contravention of the contract keeping nicn wliose tinles 
have expired because otherwise we could scarcely keep up the blockade properlj. 

unfortunately me carry on the war without the si~iglelless of purpose of the 
people at  the South and the consequence is that our enormous resources appear 
to be neutralized by the muc1-i lesser ones of the Rebels. I-To\\ ever all this that 
I have been telling you is not for tlie pul~lic, aiid I should be hung I suppose if 
half of it was published, but it is all true and you will find it sq before long I 
am afraid. Banks ought to be a t  once removed and all political qencrals n i th  
him. H e  is a first rate politicia~z I have little doubt but has no militarq taste 
whatever. You inay tliink I am a grllmbler, but I arn not alone. T see letters 
frorn Porter just as had, and he does not cleal in that line usualij. On? thing 

T tliitik at  least I may promise that whatever coines we will do our duty 11v tile 
flag and country. 

I all, just as busy a i  ever, writing, seeing people and givinq directi,)l:s lrom 
111or11ingto night, a little fiqhting =.voitld be a relief. 

The hot is l~eginning to tell on aln~ost all the people n l ~ o\ircrc, here 
last year, I having had the sunimer at the Norti1 an1 all right so far, anti the I~omh 
vessels and sorlie of tliose which were last year pest houses me are sent l in~ homc 
before tlie yellow fever breaks out in them again. 
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Uncle Toins Cabin has reaclried ine and I an? niuc11 obliged to you for seiicl- 
ing it. 1am very sorry to hear of Langdoiis ill health, I suppose you all attribute 
tt of course to over exercise just as they do I-Ieenans defeat. 

What  a cominentary on tlle duration of favor with tlie people, is the vote 
of the swords, F a r r a p t  wllo has really clone twice as nlt~ch as McClellan a iew 
liundred votes. and the whole Navy about five, I believe. Gratitude may well 
be defined as a keen feeling of favors to come. Tlie Xavy is unfortunately for 
itself, no political machine. 

I think I have let iliyself out now pretty generally and feel much easier. 
Hoyt has felt so much iny coiilnients on his lazyness tliat he has actually written 
me two letters lately. They were very pleasant ones and I hope he ~voiit baclt- 
slide again. 

I send you a liundred dollars to pay for one or two things I have lately asltetl 
you to get for me. 

Kind remembrance to Mrs. Hamilton who I hope has recovered from the 
fatigue and anxieties of the lair, ant1 with tlie same to all in the house I am Yours 
aff y 

P.D. 

FLAGSHIPHAKIPORII 
Pensacola May 18 1864 

hly DEAR I - ~ A ~ ~ I I L ~ O N  

Nothing new since I last wrote, W e  shall have our turn a t  a rain soon I 
suppose as these moilsters appear to be quite plenty in Southcrn ports. W e  
certainly require now some sea going irori Clads and Ericssoil \%ill have the op- 
portunity no doubt so long looked for of proving to his detractors that his 
moiiitors can keep the sea and what 11as been also doubted by the envious uce 
their guns there. Althougli liou~ever not much on the ocean we nould find one 
or two of them here very useful, much inore so 1 suspect than that eternal 
picking a t  fort Darling and scouting in the Janlcs river. I trust that we shall 
be rnor successful in our third on to Ricliinoild, but see no particular reasoil to 
hope so, as I think tlie relative force of the two armies is about as usual and 
perhaps their inaterial this t i ~ e  bctier than last year. I also think a military 
man sliould have been sent up the James instead of Cutler, he is an iynoramus 
about military matters and so I-~atecl by the Rebels that tliey vlrould fight twice 
as hard as against any one else. I t  is harcl work for us divided as we are, to 
make head against a unitctl. people ulien it is as much in earnest as is the 
Southern one, I think the ?wjority which is itl a Repuhlic to a great extent the 
go~reriiment, has a riqht to i ~ u t  dc;tn a factious niinority ill league with its 
enemies, and I only hope to i;cc it do11c at the North. As some one said in hear- 
ing it ~ v o n d e ~ c d  clitl not get the s~voi-d at the Sanitary, Why at that I'arraqut 
should it be a cauhe of wonder ml~en there are perhaps niore secessionists in 
New York than NCW Orleans and n h o  never will forgive him for having talten 
the l ~ t t c r  tit!. 
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I send yo11 a Savy Register tvhich the Captain of the Steai~icr has promised 
to deliver. 

Kitid reulcml~rance to all in the house, ancl believe ille 
Your frierld 

P. D R ~ ~ Y T O N  
The Adnliral desires also to he remembered 

hIr. Ar,r:xl? 1 ! IAi~~1~, ioxjr 

Jamicep Court Kelv York. 


FLAGSHIPHAI:TI?'O~W 
O f  Mobzle May 25 1864 

hly DEAR HAXILION 
W e  have been liere for the last five dajs, brought out i i ~  a great liurry on 

accotint of the iron Clad T e ~ t n e s s e ehaving got over the Dog river bar ancl being 
consequently in a conditioii to come out on a bender any fine night in company 
with a few of the lilce evil disposed. 

There is no use in firing at  these f e l l o ~ s  for the shot glance, but we will 
run them clomn if possible. 111 the mealitin~e there is one comfort at least should 

c be the party sunk, and that is that down tvill go at  the same tiiile a mass of 
papers and rel)orts that it is disgusting to look at,  ancl, wliicli it would almost 
be a relief KO get rid of even at such a cost. 

Things certainly look better than they did a short time since, and T only hope 
that before this reaches you Grant will have got Richlnond. If Mrs. Iiarnilton 
and the persons tvorking with her can only bring about what they are striving 
for, ancl stop) this senseless and ~vasleful extravagance, which is actillg like a 
canker to undermine our strength and respectability, they will deserve as well 
of the country, as the generals who are fightiliq the battles of the Republic in 
another direction. 

Kind remembrance to her and believe me yours 
P.DRAYTON 

FI,,\G S I I I I ~  H \RTI'OKD 

OK JJobzle June 4 1864 
X Y  ue~iitI-1nar11,iox 

W e  are still here on the watch for T3~ichannan v h o  does not see111 yet 
lo have filiished his preparations for coming out, although n e  look for him every 
dark night, the practice of these vessels having been so far to prowl about at  
night run illto anything they see sink it if possible but whether successful or not 
to get lion~e by daylight. TVliether Buckanan with the very powerful force 
he has ~vill be permitted by public opinion to follow this traditional policy I 
soi~nemhat doubt, ancl only hope that he will make up his rnind to a fight by day- 
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light. I lit~vc as I told you some doubts about mood against iron, hut we wili 
givc it a fair trial, atid if unsuccessful ~~v.ill iiot I trust be too much blackguarded. 
1 enclose you a couple of confederate iiotes whicli may have interest, and two 
atltographs of TVasliitigtoii which keep for me. I come across them every now 
and r1ie11 atnoiig my papers, ancl they will only perhaps be l~opelessly inislaid if 
I keep them. 

The nemrs me receive froin tlie North is good, but there is a good deal of 
figlit still left in tlie armies of Lee and Johnson and until t l~cy  are heateii it is 
useless to speculate on the future. 

Rememher me kindly to  Mrs. Hamilton and believe me as always 
Your friend P. DRAYTON 

Mr. A. I~AMILTONjr 

New York 


I send you by Capt Eaton one of the books of reports issued by the Yavy 
Dept it may have some interest. 

U. S.S.H A K L ~ O R U  

Mobile bar Julie 19, 1864 


Rfu UEAK i l o ~ l  

I received yesterday yours of May 10th ancl as few letters require at furthest 

more than two weelts to reach us, canilot acount for the delay this one has been 
subjected to. 13owever as it gives me the latest news from home, apart from 
what is supplied by the Newspapers it is just as ~velcome as if dated yesterday 
W e  have now been iying here a inoiith in daily expectation (or rather nightly) 
of a11 attnck Jroni the iron clads iiiside. Why they have dclnjccl so long is a 
mystery, I suppose sonic preparations are to be compleied. I t  is a mean kind 
of a war tbo~~,:li this comiiig o ~ ~ t  on one in the deac' of the night, to blow you up 
or punch a ' ole in your side, 1 dont however allow it to disturb my rest, I iiialte 
all possible arra~lgcments, and then sleep the niglit through unless there is an 
alariu, n~llicli takes place ever) now and then owing to the chase of a blocliacler, 
which however as there arc very fen of them trading to this port does iiot 
occur often. W e  have q ~ ~ i t e  large force nutnerically sollie sixteen vessels a 
around us, being obliyed to make up in quantity for quality. but there is little 
clouht that for the tltity we arc likely to be called on to perform, the Red 'Ifalia' 
wouLd be equal to cl1ii- fleet ancl as mati)i more, hut as it appears to be a settled 
policy, tliat 71o11e I N  Monitors a te  to he turnetl out of our work shops except for 
for(-igners, dnd as {his latter class altliouyh first rate spa boat<, must not 11a~re 
their tlieoretie r-putation jeopardecl by being subjcctcd to the test of practice, 
r e at this late staqc of the n a r  have nothinq to fiql~t iron with errcept wood, 
odds agaii~s! us, ~iihicha wise nlan would scarcely qive his eneiny except under 
the irrfluenx o f  a fi-ightlul ho5hy. I-Towever it is not our placc to reason wily, 
and I dont bother my head lnucll ahout it, or wrack my brain in trying to 
~ t~ t l e r s tandwhy we are the only people in the world who have no meails of 

I 

1 

\ 
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obliging a conti-actol- to perform his work withill a rcasollable lilllit, or for a 
reasonable price. 

Gel11 Canby paid us a visit yesterciay to see tllc .\dlniral or1 busirlcss. I i e  
must be undei~iably clever or he could scarcely be placecl in tllis \,\ny o[ a 
sudden is1 supreme Con~rnand. I l c  is certainly one of the ~ i i o s ~  111~11 1tCLci?urn 
ever inct with if you except t n o  oE his stzLfi" 7,2110111 he brougllt liith lzim. This 
of course proves ilothilig one \\ray or t!le other. If half of the stories honevet 
are true nhich arc toltl of the utter state of demoralization to mhich Eanks 
brought his preseilt army I should think some time required before any fight 
cot11d be got out of it. Eanks I at  one time had a pretty good opinion of, ~L?:L 11c 
proved himself on this last expedition so utterly inefficient ancl helpless, as to 
have become a perfect laughing stock to the ~vhole soldiery, and this with 
his lending himself to Cotton and all other speculators has prctty much finished 
him with all respectable people in that part of tlze world. T l ~ e n  he n a s  also 
giving suppers to fast worn el^ and behaving in a most indecorous manner, 
especially for one of his antecedents and bringing up. 

If thejr dent send us clomn soiile iron clads, there seerns nothing left for us 
except to wait quietly until tlie enemy comes out. For to run the gauntlet of 
the forts, only to come ill on an iron fleet of certaiizly double our power in 
sn~ooth ~ i a t e r ,  \tould not seein quite sensible, and I dont believe that even 
Farragut mould venture on such a step. What we do here is however of such 
little irnportarlce coilipared ni th  .what is in progress else where as almost to 
deprive it of interest. Virginia is the central point of interest, if  successful 
there a blow ill be struck that it will be difficult for the Rebels recover froin 
if IVC there fail no operations here can much effect the great result furtl~ei-
tllan helping tin?(>. If the war does not end soon and I arn not onc of those 
n h o  think it nill, even i f  we beat them in Virginia, our prospects of a long 
and dreary I~lockade is not an attractive future, for a life more entirely devoid 
of everything wl~ich makes life pleasant you can scarce in~aqi l~e,rollinq ant1 
tumbling about month in antl nlorlth out. I am so busy ho\vcver froin morn-
ing to night, that I have scarcely time to corlsjder mhether I am enjo)ring 
mj  sclf 01- not, atld indeed were I not of a inost quiet temperames1t which 
enables me to avoid worry and sleep well o nights, I shoultl break do1~11, for 
i f  the othcr Captains are kept up at  night they call at  lcast sleep in ille clay, 
nhich with ine is utterly out of tlle cluestion, for even if not othcrnise en?- 
ployed, someone \vanti to see nie on business about every ten nlintrtes in t l ~ e  
tlaq, ancl the tlispatchcs x ~ l ~ i c hconic po t~r i i~qin every other day almost, 
a ~ l d  all o l  which I have to aticnd to in some way or other, are cnouyh to 
turn a mans llcad, antl T orten think that those lnust really have been good old 
times it was consiclcrcd disreputable for a military marl to read or write. 
Every one has hcen South a season is 1lon7 Leginning to require quilline, 
alld I alnong the numl;er althongl~ my qenesal health is excellent. Hot of 

course it is, and although \\e are a mile from the bar and two from the llearest 
lalld still \\re cannot escape from the mosc~u;toes,1 ~vould of course like to 
have t l ~ e  lvar over b11t am \villing to blockade for ten years or be subject to ally 
other illconvenience or hartlship rather than give up an inch of our lanrful 
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territory or make peace with traitors otlier tllaii on our o~v11 terms, one of 
which sliould be the entire wiping out of slaver) to the Rio Grande. Before 
this is gained lzowever illariy more valv.able lives must be lost and the nation 
niake many sacrifices but what natio~i has ever l e t  obtaiiled a izaliie in history 
without passillg through its period of trials, and ours caililot expect to escape 
the cosiimori fate. 'i'l~e power of resistance developed by the rebellion at the 
south i i  in ally except a cause so ut~lloly might excite our admiration, iiowT one 
can feel tomards it oiily not contempt. . . . 

I thought in the early part of the campaign that so111e tllilifi decisive ~ l r o ~ l d  
take place to our benefit, but scarcely do slon. The Coiifederacy is not yet 
sufficiently used up to permit the exertions we are ~villing to make, to suppress 
it yet, and I 111~1~1confess that I do not see hour Grant's position is better 
than that of McClellatl. I hope of course to 1 ~ e  proved an  ignoramus. The 
failure of all side issues every\vhere has gone far to cripple the iiiai~l opera- 
tion. In  the midst of all our trouble too, therc is politics and fiction doing 
all possible to clisiul-h the operations of the government, Winter Davis talking 
buncoiiie about the Aloliroe doctrine ~vhich he believes in carrpiiig out now as 
Mr. Seuard ~votlld, and if asked if he xanted war with Prance could scarcelj~ 
say yes, and if he tlocs ]lot mean this his talk is rnere vaporing, asid for effect with 
the uslthinlcing. il little despotism irz gavel-n~i~ent is a good thing I helieve. 
the only question 1s where to stop, and when. 

When I comn~encecl T did not illtelicl to \;\rite about public lllattcrs but 
it is hard lo avoid it as you see. 

The  ITnion leaglre !lave sent Farragut a s~vordin place of the one which 
I believe every one tliinlcs he ought to have received fronz the fair, I t  is ill New 
Orleans and tve have not yet seen it hut it is said to he very handsome. 

I hope your gout will keep off both on lour  on7n aecoluiit and mine, as I 
a111 to hear from you during its absence. 

Remember me kindly to Mrs Hoyt and all in your houqe a11d at the Major., 
and believe me as a l r~~ays  

Yo~u-s Faithfully 
P. DRAYTON 

hfr. S. '1. HOYT 

Staatsburg New 170rk 


As you might like to see the toile of the Southern papers T send yo11 some 

I\/lobilc &- Texas ones. 


1:. S. 1'1,\c SILIIJtIar<ii:ortu 

W e s t  Gulf Sqzindro~z, 


O f l  A\40Dilc Ju11e 25 1864 

~ I YDEXIC IIA>IIL,LOS 


.. . Tell Mrs. E3ai11iltoii that 1 doubt wlzcther the admillistration of Wash-

ington could give satisfaction without success to our armies. 1 by 110 means 
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think that Mr. Lincolil and his Cabinet are \v~thout f a ~ ~ l t s ,  o t l~erbut take an) 
set of men that have beell in office for the last thirty years and have they do l~e  
better. I can imagine by far, but have T I Cbetter state o l  t l ~ i ~ i g s  the nlaterial 
an~ollg politicians. Tliere is little doubt that the eiliployiilg Butler ancl otker 
civilians was mistake, but t l ~ e  cjuestion is, ~ h e t l ~ c r  a it is in human ~iatui-c to 
\vitlistancl the pressure brougllt to bear in favor of just such people. Things 
look bacl I think, Grant seeills to have played his last card, and ilothi~ig seeills 
left but another year of war and mutual exhaustion, but ~t cant be helped, and 
me must take it like men, and make the best of what is unavoidablc. If Tve 
suffer our Southern friends are certainly not on a bed of roses 1 have beell 
saying all along we were halooing a little too soon, and it non certainly looks 
so. 

The iron clads dont appear to Ilave done nlucli a t  tlie James, but further than 
mailitail1 the river free which is vital to our army I scarcely see what is to be ex- 
pected of them. I only wish we had some of thein here and I think we could put 
the111 to use, but this squadroil is as  much lost sight of as if it belonged to the Danes, 
and now the best part of the season has passed, and we must sooii expect Yellow 
lever and hurricanes the forn~er  of which has already appeared at Pensacola among 
sonle men who were brought out the otlier day paclted lilte sheep in a pen, exposed 
to all the inclenleilcies of the weather, and in this state talcen into Key West where 
the fever always is. However there is now no help for it, but it is oilly another 
proof of the great advantage of a little prevention. 

Reine~nber nie kindly to Mrs. I-Iamilton and all about qou. As they say 
of the Revolutionary period, these are times that try inells souls, but that is 
evidently what souls are given us for.. . 

Yours a l ~ ~ ~ a y s  
P. D R A Y I O N  

A4r. A HAMII~TONJ r  

Kew York 


U. S.FLAGSIIII' H ~ K I ~ O I I I I  
West Gul f  Sqz~adroiz 


O f  Moblle July 3 1864 

MYDEAR HAAIILION 


Nothing new since my last except that l ie  rail a large steamer ashore uncler 
the guns of Fort  Morgan, and have been trqing to destroy her w~thout  receiv- 
ing too 111uch injury ourselves, which it is scarcely ~vortli riskin? a t  prese~it 
unless for cause. I told you that the Lojal  League or Club, presented the 
Atlniiral with a S T T O S ~ ,  the hilt are his initials in diamonds iVi11 ~ O L I011 

do me tlie favor to ask Tiffany wliat lie will charge to make just suc l~  a thing 
in breastpin shape and of a proper size. The  Adi~liral wants to know. I 
clont know whether we are going to have the yello~v fever in Pensacola or not 
at one time tliings looked badly, but are  now improving. As it is our store 
house and work shop we niigl~t as well have it in the fleet a t  once. W e  owe 



62 NAVAL 1,ETTERS FROM CAPTAIN PERC'IVAL DRAYTON, 1861-1865 

~t to a draft of four llunclred and ocld men being sent out in a vessel with ac-
coiiimoclations lor about roo, and then slie being sent into Key M'est wllere the 
fever has been rife for two montl1s. I think one call scarcely help referring 
constal~tly to the saying of Oxer~isten to his son "that xvlieii oldcr he n ould learn 
witli how little 11,isdom t l ~ e  world was gover~lec!.~~ 

Remelill~er me to l l r s  Hamiltor1 
Yours 

P. DRAYTOK 
Mr. 	a.I~AMILTON 

New York 

U. S. FLAGSIIIP HAMFORD 
West Gulf Squadron. 

Pensacola July 17 

MY DEAR HAMILTON 
After my seven weeks blocliade of Mobile I am at last in port for a 

day or two, the visit being rendered necessary to procure coal provisions &c. 
I shall leave again tomorro~v. The Admiral remained outside to watch I 

Ruchanan although tliei-e is not one chance in a hu~idrecl of his doing anything I 

these bright nigl~ts,  and as we now have I n  iron clad, tlie "Mavzhaita~z," if 
i 

he waits much longer we shall prol~ablp take the initiative ourselves. TVe 
have lately been pretty Lusy with tlie bloclraders liaving captured one clriven 
two on shore and chasecl the others so hard, that judging from tlie AIobile 
papers, they were half frightened out of their lives Tlie difficulty of com-
pletely closilig one of these Souther11 ports \tit11 its numerous entrances, ic, L 
assure you no easy thing, except tc those whn have not got it to do. I t  is 
the simplest thing in the worltl to go to the North pole while one is over a 
comfort-'~le fire, particularly to tliose wlio have never given it particular attention. 

I aiA perfectly well so far, b ~ i t  we lose officers and nien by the necessity of 
invaliding thern at a fearful rate. 'This climate does not suit the Sortherner 
thats certain, althougl~ cluiti. health] for those aceustonled to it from birtli. 

The Bevwatbda by nhicli I send this is just about starting, ant1 as the 
Captain is olily waiting until I close this, I \\rill take some other opporlu~lity 
of a quiet growl, for altliough I complain of people finding fault with us, it 
does not secn- to prevent my taltiny that full liberty myself mhen T thinlc tliere 
iz, occasion. 

Hope ~ O L Iare passing the sumvlier agreeably, ~vliich if YOU are not witli all 
your surroundi~~gs and capabilities >ou ~vould he I trust ashamed to ackno~vl- 

Kind remembrance to Mrs. F'lal~iilton atid believe me 

P. DRAYTON 

Mr. A HAMILTON
jr 


Jaui~cey Court New York. 
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U. S.FLAGSI-IIP ~IATZIFOI:L' 
lUcsl Gulf S q u a d r o ~ z .  

Oi? Peizsacola July 14 1864 

I must give you the credit of being now what is called anlong i~zclt, 
a good correspondent, Yours of June 10th received a few clays slnce having 
settled the point both as  to time and matter. You tell what 211 the people are 
doillg about you, and that is just what I want to hear. That you sl~ould 
find fishilzg excursions and such little divertisements necessary Elowever to 
make the time pass agreeably, seems strange to 111e as it woultl to my co111-
paniolls of the blockade, who cannot ilnagine anything needed beyond 

quiet in a pleasant country to satisfy the most exacting person. Although 
such is the inconsistency of human nature, perhaps after elljoying it for a few 
weeks, we might even begin to loolc upon the blockade as bearable from the 
necessity in us for change, I came in here yesterday to coal, get ammunition, a11d 
do a great deal of squadron duty which our six weeks and more outside has 
caused to be neglected, so that as usual I am very busy, I a t  least expected to have 
quiet nights, which have been lately rather a rarity, but to lny disg~tst and almost 
horror a t  seven last evening was called to repair a t  once on board of our only 
iron clad the Manhattafz ,  as she was on fire. Fortunately a steamer which I 11ad 
sent in here in the morning for am~nunition had a steam pump, and by using this 
and shutting everything up close, u e  lnanaged to extinguish the fire before much 
dan~agcwas clone, hut as I did not get to 111y ship until nlidnight, I did not gain 
much by Iny first night in port. 1 left the Admiral outsicle on board of our 
Tennessee ,  as he did not like to leave there ~vhile the rebel one was in face. Al-
though scarcely a chance of her moving while these tnoo~llight nights last, had I 
not been satisfied of which I sho~lld have sent this vessel in wit11 the first 1 ieu-
tenant and remained with the Admiral, although my doing so would have caused 
muc l~  inconvenience in the future. 
So our friend Mrs -- has mound up in a French prison. What a career 
has beell hers, more ro~nantic tllan many a romance. The French are such a qtteer 
people that she nlay on reqaitlinq her liberty find herself souqht after lnore than 
ever. I wonder \\.hat has beconle of the l1usbnn:l he scerns to 11avc disappearctl 
except from the Kavy Register. 

Blockading does not apparently disaqrec witli n-~e but still on wei$linq this 
morning I had lost twelve poutlds. I n  port I xvould prohabl\ have lost more for 
this cli~nate tells terribly on the northerncr,aiid ;ye invalid oficers a~l t l  men off at 1 

fearful rate notwithstanding the facilities a ship affortls to t ~ l c e  care of tllc sick 
I certainl!. h o ~ ~e\er cannot coniplain pf my own vessel, to prove n7hicl1 I send to 
days report lT~hicl? has just been hrought n1e, and out of the tllrce n3ines on it, 
two dont really l~eloncl; to us, havine heen invalided sonie time hack ant1 01111 

being 011 board arn~aiti~~q the supply steamer to qo Yor t l~ .  The 2dlniral rern-rinetl 
outside to ~ ~ ~ a t c h  \\rill not n?ove d~u-inc the iro17 clads of T3uchannan ~vhicb h o ~ ~ , e v c r  
-these bright nights, darkness beilly necessar~~ As  n c  have n o ~ r  to their success 

an iroll clad, Fa r rag t~ t  is becoming very restless, and if the necessities of the armv 

rnrill spare us a felV soldiers he wont stay quiet long. Unfor tunate l~~
just as some- 
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thing is planned, there is an uneasiness about Grant or Slierniaii, ant1 anay  go 
tile regiments. I alii afraid n e shall nri th clifficulty get oxrei- tlie injury caused by 
Baliks' iiie[5cicncy aild its conseclucnces, but politicians must live, whether the 
Country clocs or not. Goltl a t  250 nill  ri~ake it pretty hard finding the sinews, 
and I hope hcfci-e long that we TT ill aclcpt the Soutliern polic-!I ro take -what we 
-itant in 1ne1i or lnaterial wlicre o-e can find it a ~ i d  leave the matter o-[right to be 
settlccl after the war is over, -,~rliicli wont last long wit11 some sucll energetic 
sjstern. I suppose such principles ~vould not be popular in Ilutcliess county 
but 1 cant help it. After being an outlam in my native state I miqllt as well go 
througl~ -cvitli it. I aiii for crushing the rebellion even if we come clown to the 
original three millions of the first revolution in doing so, and am quite ~villiiig 
that I should not be onc of the surviving three. Men can easily be replacecl, 
principles once destroyed can not. Our affairs a t  present are not in as prosper- 
ous a condition as one could desire, but war would not be the serious niatter it is, 
were it not for the alternate hope ancl fear that always accompanies it. The 
people of our cities have been dalicing and fiddling so long that they alnlost seem 
to look upon the crash of armies as the Romaiis did the fights of the qlatliators 
wliicli were to  be lookecl on from co~nfortable seats and there criticized. Rut 
this cant last forevei, sooner or later war becomes a liiost serious matter to tlie 
whole coin~nunity in somc way or other, and our war is not likely to offer an ex- 
ception to the rule. as even the owners of three liundred dollars will find out. 
However J wont get off' too strongly in the censorious vein. Our  people do a 
great deal althouqh the sacrifices inade a t  the South so completely tlirow ours 
into the shade. Rind remembrance to 14rs Hoyt and Angelica also to Gertrude 
and beIieve me yours inost sincerely 

P.DRAYTON 

U. S.  F L ~ GSIIIPEIARTFORD 
West Gulf Squadrog+ 

Off 1Vobile July 26 1864 
illy DEAR H;\MII,TON 

Our  supply vessel the A d v ~ i ~ a lhas just arrived and leaves in an hour for 
the North. I promised sollie time since to get soiiie cigars, and have been looking 
for then1 for near three months, hut they have been delaqed owing to various 
causes, principally jellov~ fever in ICey \/Vest. In  the nican time to keep the 
matter in niiiicl. t send you l>y tlie Admiral five boxes mlilch I llappeiied to have. 
Give t ~ v o  to Hoqt and go ahead on the others, ancl I hope that tlicy may tend to 
quiet you do\? 11 in these exciting times, and will I trust be cloubly welcome, as 
1. our conscience iiiiglit v70rry you were qou to purcliase luxuries of tliis descrip- 
tion, in these tinies of retrenchmciit and selfsacrifice. 

In tile same package you will find two Looks belonginq to Carroll 1,ivingston. 
four Navy Req~stcr-s, of ~rli ich we have plenty here, and, I thought you might 
lilrc to give them a ~ ~ a y .  may(one is for TTo! t , )  and a book or1 iron clads ~ v l ~ i c h  
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1ntere5t q ou a5 31~0a register of ozr Scjuac11-on 11hicli I llat1 prilltCd 011 boarcl for  
n1y col~vci~iencc that of tlic otller officers in coillma~zcl. ~ n d  

If the arrr?y is not bullied by raicls else\?rhcre T think you ~vill so011 hear o f  
something (loin? in this ~zei~hborhood, altbougli me havc lieen put cff SL) long, 
tliat I 2.m afraid the bat1 ~vcather is 0x1 will intcrlere matcriallq us, ~vl~icl i  \$it11 
our plans. Time perhaps the inost iinpoti-ant elcliient in n at lilce operatioiir, is 
sadly lost sight of. 

Capt Eaton of tlie Ad~?tivalhas promised to put my package for you in tlie 
express on arrival at  New York, so if you do not hear of it drop him a line at  
the Navy Yard 011 tlie subject. 

I received a letter froin Hoyt yesterday in which he alludes to some reinarlc 
of mine as to my never hearing from hinl. Tell him that he has become so 
regular a correspondent, that if I ever made any coniplaints I now withdraw 

Kind remembrance to Mrs. Hamilton and believe me 
Yours faithfully 

P.Drznvros 
Mr. ALEXRHAMILTONjr 

I Wall Street New Yorlc 

I 

U. S.Fr,iic; SEIIPIT IRIFORD 
W e s t  Gulf S~juadr0. i~  

O f f  hfobzle August 3 1864 
MY DEAR H A M I L ~ O N  

I have just received your two letters of 19 8r LO ult. ~vllich as usual are very 
interesting to me. 

I arn very sorr)~ to hear that Syl continues in lier peculiar wajs  of tliitlkitig, I 
thought she had 111orc spirit than to want peace at any price, that is giving up 
territory slavery and everything else \ \e 11-7ve been fighting for. I t  is n ell that the 
people who are bearing to an equal extent the burtiens ant1 in addition the hard- 
slzlps of tile Tvar, have nicre pluclt ant1 endurance, or n e  should be a t1is:raced 
people in hictory to co111e and t1:at is al\va) s bat1 1 lont  thiilk -i o:~ arc cjui'Le sound 
eltlzer n~i~11 J cur Democratic proclivities, 'i'lie faults of the 2~ ar-P owing 'Lo the 
character of our people. tco rruch an:lc o i ~ ~ l o r t  consec~uent ci'ic~ni~lacy. The 
southern people are just in that condition ~\~liicll of food is hest for f i . ' ~ ' i ~  1lic11t~7 
alld little pelf. l i o n ,  if you are in favor of an eucrqetic ;.r,i.-cution of tllc mar, 
you are in favor of puttin? in that party which to a certain e ~ t e ~ i t  is oppcsed to 
it, is he30ntl my comprehension. Ho\iicver every man can o~lly act accorcli~ig 
to Iiis convictiotis and you arc a? ni~lcli interested in the country and its integrity 
as I alii perhaps more. 

Ho\vever all of the Captains are on board to arrange for going into Mobile 
which lve will do ton!orro\v i f  we can get tlie l'ecuuvzselz from Pensacola. 
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Sliould all turn out right I will write you again, if not why 110 matter, and 
you will bid Jh-s. IJamilton ant1 every one good bye for me. 

Yours faithfully 
and ever 

P. DRAYION 
Mr. A. I T ~ ~ I L , I O Njr 

New York 

I have left to go by first supply vessel your war cigars 

FLAGSHIP HARTI:ORII 
Mobile  Bay Aug 5 1864 

l f y  HAMIL~OK 
W e  are inside of Mobile bay after a pretty sl-idrp skrin?inage, in which you 

will see from tile papers that a good deal of injury was done to us and one 
n~onitor blown up by a torpedoe. W e  unclerstanii that the hay was strewn with 
them, but the only one which fairly exploded was the cause of this frightful acci- 
dent to the Tecuwasch 

You may suppose I am busy and since three this lnorning I cannot say that 
I have been unoccupied for more than a quarter of an hour. and no\$- that it is 
dark snatch a few nlomelits to write you a few lines for yourself ant1 the fanlily 

I wont give you ally details for the Newspaper will do all that inuch better 
Remember ]lie to Mrs. Hamilton and believe me 

P.DRAYTON 
Long I've the Republic, ancl clown with traitors. 

Mr. A Es ~ M I ~ , T O N  


New York 


Mobile  Bay Rugt 10 64 
M Y  I)I.\R R A A I I I , ~or; 

1 encli,se a lc tcr ior Craves1 \bit11 o l ~ e  Irom his brotl~er ~ h o  ~ : 1 5lost in the 
Teczi.i?zseh l havc Corgottcn \$liere hc lives ant1 snust aslr you to put on it the 
proper ciirccjil~n. T3is brothcrs tlcatll was a sad one just as he had a11 oppor- 
tiulitj of maltrug hi. ~nar-I<,for his vessel was the 01111 one of the ironclads wort11 
n~uch ,  and I ail1 satisfietl fba t  nl?at one 05 his officers \vho was saved said to me 
was cor-eci w1~;cIi i ~ a s ,  "Captain hat1 our vessel not been lost you lvould have 
5een a regular irot: clad fight, our vessel was a perfect tnan of war, ready for 
at~ythinq, we llad the utn~ost confidelice in our captain and I dont think the 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 
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Y'en~ze~seecould have stood before us Cor fifteen minutes." All this I doubt 11ot 
-,\as correct, and had the Tecz~??zselzfloated a little longer \he should have had 
no aftcr fight with the enemy's iron clad. I iow it is that all the otlzer vessels 
cscapetl fro111 torpedoes is a nljstery, for me see by  the books capturecl at  fort 
j;lliles, that about ~iincty were planted on the 3cl ant1 4th alone. 1 suspect that 
their harlnlessness consists in the great tl~Ticultj of lteeping tile pov, cltr d r ) .  At 
any rate it is a horricl kind of n arfare, not norse tila12 nli~les pel-haps, 
although more efficacious. W e  are still beseiging IZIorgar~, ivhicli nil1 stantl 
out longer than the army people imagine. They blow tremcntlously and seeill 
to calculate all the time on nrhat they call demoralization. I shot~ld think at  thls 
stage of the war they might have learnt that we seldonl gain anything ~vithout 
hard fighting. I see an account in the Herald of tlie 6th of our attack and 
passage of the forts on the 30th July. What  a canard. l3ut the worst of it is, 
that the iron ships are doubled, mortar vessels added, and we l~arnmei-lng a n a y  
a t  the city of hlobile. Who sajs  wc are not a I~opciul people. The  la11 of 
LIohile is no doubt hourly looked for, and if tnenty thousand men take it they 
nil1 do well, ancl our force is three, and to get this New Orleans has been left 
allnost defenceless. I stlppose the sheep who run a n a l  from their own homes 
when they are attacliecl, wont stop a raid of a few horsemen, ant1 ought to see 
froin Richmoncl and Atlanta that Soutllerli to~vns dont fall very eaiilj, rt 111 pitch 
ilnto Earragut for not taliing this one with a few light draft ships, nhlch cannot 
al~jjroach until ohitructions are removed evcn near e i l o ~ ~ g hto use their rifle 
SUITS, and to relnove these, t11e troop5 lllust control the forts that protect t11en1. 
I-lowever your neiqhbours feel dont allon yotlrself to l,e too sail ;uine about 
Mohile. Fort  Morgan 11:~: a: least to be taken first, as until tl~crl not a rllan can 
be spared For anything else. W e  are getting a naval battery of four nine inch 
Suns to bear upon it. but you know how difficult breaching is where the placic 
entirely protects the scarp, and if the garrison has any cnd~~rance ,  the place muit 
be carried by regular approaches and finally 1)y a~snu l t  At least our passage of 
the forts is the single piece of good luck this year. Everynl~ere  else \ye have 
either been beaten or remained pretty n ~ u c h  at a stand off. 

I Ilave been so run dor;vn tbat this is tlie first letter I havc been able to ~vr i te  of 
a private character since the day Tve canie in. I never %as  so ~vorkecl in 111y life. 
Why figlitinq is ~ v e r e  chiltl's plaj coinpared to the preparations rccjuirctl for it, 
and the keeping ones forces supplied with food coal amii1~uIitio11 &c pal-tictl!arly 
\vl!cn as in the present case the 1nai11 avenlle of con~municat i~nis blockcil up. 
1 rcCeivetl a letter from Hoyt with o17e from you )esterclay. IJe alnlost seems 
to cLcs,?air of the Re~ubl ic ,  ~ v e  who are tlot within reach of politics view thiny\ 
in a hettcr liqht. The Adliliral has not been v ell for a few days past surferirlg 
a c.,,,od deal from your old enemy l~oils, and in the midst of it and of our incessant 
~ to r l<n e  have 11ad fixed on us one or two loafing curiosity hutlters, one a son 
of V----, totally unintrresting, hut uho  on the strength of a lettcr from 
Ranks (all politeness of course, no friendship) quietly came on hoard with 
their hagqaqc, and 1 t~nderstantl From Palmer that it requires all his tact to save 
us from oil~ers. I think all the time of the courtier who came to I-Lotspur for 
his prisoners. 
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Glad to hear good acouilts of all the people up the River and sl~oulcl like n ~ u c h  
to see tl-Lcm and you but there is no iml~lediate prospect of iuy being so fortt~nate. 

I wrote to you to order the breastpin for Farragut so do so whetlier the letter 
reaches or not 

Kiiicl rcrneml~rance to Mrs. Hamilton and believe me 
Yours 
P.D R ~ ~ Y T O N  

M r  A I-IAMILTOXjr 

New York 


U. S. FLAGSHIP~IARTFOKI) 
Off Mobile 

S e ~ t5 I864 
MYDEAR HAMILTON 

I liave not heard froill you very lately and a117 afraid that I have not myself 
written. T h e  fact is that if I was not in a very healthy condition and living on 
oatmeal and water, 1 should have been used up long ago as almost every one 
else has been, even the Acliuiral ~vl io  prides hiillself oli standing every thing, but 
then he will drink a little wine and eat illeat at breakfast. 
Throwing aside joliitlg lio~r7ever, owing to a variety o l  causes illany temporary 
others belonging unavoidably to  my position. 1 feel that I am overworked, for 
from before breakfast ~ ~ n t i l  I a111 seldom unoccupietl tell oclock a t  night with 

ic l~~adron
lnatters for five i~iinutes at a titme, ancl thi5 IS not exactly tlie climate fo -  
such devotion to business. I believe in ail time and more so now than ever, thc 
real hart1 ~ o r l i  of rnilitar) life 1s in tlie preparation for, not the actual fiqhting. As 
usual o\r iilg to a want of troops n c have I a m  afraicl lost the favorable chance 
to take Alobilc, ~xhici? could have bcell done n ith tell tl-~ousand tneii. hut later will 
probabij 'ail with ti\rci?t\. I t  1s the old story of the coat not being long ellough 
and firs piecing tlle skilt a t  the expense of the collar and then tlie reverse 
Tl'liether true or not 7xe are alnavs crying out no 111cr7, and to a certain evtcnt it 
i s  perhaps true, for ironl tlic, fcarful way in nhicll ours are being gobbled up 
everjnhere,  T wondcr that ally are left a t  all. Judqinq from the qreat facility 
with n h i c i ~  the c?1c?nj catch our  111ei1, 1 sucpcct they doilt oriel- nlucl~ rcsiiiance, 
and if half me see in thc papers is true, I think it is the Sortliern IT hite, not 
the Soutl~ei-11 black fro111 whicl~ the real slave elc~nent is to he sliaped, for it loolts 
a 3 ii any degr:tl;ltiol? I-, oulcl be quictly surfcred rather than fiqht Tlie ~ i ~ i l i ~ i a  
of C;~orqix c a p ~ : ~ ~ - c d  S t o n c ~ ~ ~ a n ,a fclr horiemel? \:rent cjuiet1;- t1?~-ouqh Penl ls~1-
vania as thc saiuc ~ l u n ~ l ~ e r  Llamlliltcs miq1:t former!^. Ilavc donc thl-otiqhof 

Eqypt T3onevcr there is no use of talking a l~out  x+11at is fate T supposc i i avc  

YOU heard anything from Tifianv a h ~ u t  the Admirals breastpin Find out ~vhen  

it is to be finishcll ;irid the price. 


As you pass by Brooks Rroad\+ay and Eroonle St.  T think, mill you stop, and 

order for nle a Captains uniform coat. Tlrere is a fat man there in front on 
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second story, and wllo knows ail about illy nieasurc, m~l~icli he toolr last about ill 
November. I will send directio~is for its reaching me. 

I got a letter froin Spl a day or two since. She seenis in a high state of 
excitement about the taxes and expenses of living, hut in other respects appears 
to me to look upon our war very inucl~ as an E~iglish~zlan or Frenchman might, 
this is incolnprehensihle but I suppose not be considered now strange. 

The soldiers have pretty much gone off to solve threatened point elsewhere, 
and were it not for the ships I doubt if we would be allowed to renlaiil long even 
in fort Morgan. 

As I find I have got into rather a grumbling vein which I cant get out of 
I wont write any more until in a more cheerful mood so until then with kind 
remembrance to Mrs Hamilton. 

believe me as always 
Yours affy 

P. DRAYTON. 
Mr. ALEXANDER jrHAMIL~TON 


New York 


I 

L',S.FLAGSIIIP II,\~il..oRll 
West Gulf S q u a d ~ o n  

I Sepr 8 1864 
Rly DEAR HAITII,ION 

I ellclose you a letter from Airs. Jackson tclio wrote to say how pleased she 
was at  the present for her little girl which 1Ers Haillilton and yourself was kind 
enotlgh to select. As I am not sure wllether it will ever get beyond the i\ie~v 
York Hotel ~ i t h o u t  jour aisistatlce, will jou as you pass by there inquire her 
clirection aud add it on 'Lo what I have placed there. No change here since I 
last nrote. All the troops have gone pretty I ~ ~ L I C ~ I ,and we are very ~nuclz at a 
standstill. I'erhaps the fall of rZtiallta iuay relieve soiiic of Ca~ibj 's  men, in 
\-\liicl~case I think it wont be difficult to take Mobile, altllough 1 dent believe lt 
will be of iiiucli iniportance to us except as n base of operatioils ~vhen prcparetl 
to move into tlic interior. 

As our ship is not 1nuc11 use here until sonietl~inq is dcterininctl on, I sup-
pose the Atllniral \bill go to Peiisacola when n e finiih \lit11 a Coirrt martial 1%llici~ 
is sitting on tcvo or tliree hard cases. 

There is a talk of Farraguts goiiig North, ~vhetller that ~ne-tiis this sliip or 
not I doiit kaow, but 1 should think it would, so until I licar further you need not 

I trouble yo~lrself to order my coat altl~ough i T  11 has I~eeii alrcativ tlot~e, let it go 
I on. 

Remenlbrance to Mrs I-Iamilton and believe ine Your friellcl 

I 
P.DRlvrori 

Mr. HAMILTONjr 
New York. 
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U. 5. FL.~GSHIL~11\RIPORII 

,CIobzle buy lVesi Gull Sqund~on  
Sepr 16 i864 

.\lyDEL\l<1L4\il12 Lob 

I ~cceivctiz. couplc of >our  lcttels j esterday one late tlic 4 t h ,  tlie otller 
ratlicr old. 'lT71iat )ou tell liie of tile I 5,000 men left o i  all Grants great annq 
1s appalling. Perliaps Xcrxcs, had he comiiiandcd as1 ariil) of Americans, 1 ~ o u l d  
not have placecl tllcir dis;tppearauce from tliis cart11 a t  such a relilote period. 
Why if ive dont c o ~ i ~ e  a draft soon, eight hundrecl dollars for a n  average 

I
to 

service of perhaps six nionths noulcl soon filiisli not only [he treasure of tlie I 

Llliosi but that oE the united ~ o r l d  Yet if we are  to heiieve the signs of the 
trines, our people have niacle up their minds that fight they ~ ~ o n t .  So ~vlien no 
more money 1s to be had to brlbe, 1 snppose we 1~7ill give in. I t  ss a distressing 
view to take of the matter bl:t I alii afraid not ~ e r y  lar  frciii a true one, ant1 
after all I go for tlie t l oc t~ i~ ie  of the majorit), if for no other reasorrs, for the 
w r y  gootl olic that Jeff Davis belicxes ~t to 1)e lalie, and if the majorit> cleter- 
mines, that not satisfied \tit11 the black Inen heinq slaves, tile Southerners ma) 
have the nortliern nllites also, v\hy 1 ain 1)reparcd to ho\\ m j  neck. ll'c i nu st 

have sntuc goverrl~i~cnt,  and 1 dollt 1<1101\ a f,urcr or  in the lor~q ruri a more 
ci\ili7ing one than that of tlie greatest iltitnl~er To prevent tliis terrible dis- 
qrcxce arid crime agaiilst humanity ho?, ever, I an7 prepaictl to resiit to the last, 
<~nclt iust  that tile co11111io11 sence of the illaises 11111 soon react, :~i~cl that thej nil1 
perceive that if \ze are not to be a hywortl in I~ i s to r j ,  IT.^ lilust not earn ease and 
te~ilporary relief fro111 the pressure qf o u ~enemy a t  the expense oT everytliing 
that ~ l o u l d  inalce these v,ortli l ~ a v i n ~ .  EToiccvcr 1 never could untlerstancl pol- 
itics asicl politicians. I only see l)!; reference to tlie past, that every free 
country has b ~ e n  lost, by the selfish tletermiriatiorr of the outs to get in, and I 
suppose 11e are not to he a marlzed exception. 'Hie Southerners are  no15 calleci 
into our do~liestic affairs just as thc Russiaiis n c r c  arlrnittetl irito those of 
Poland. 

You tell me yc I have soiile gold ant1 grcenhacks of mine, Keep the qoltl 
and invc,t the 0th r in govcrnn~esit securities. 

I send you a photoyraph of the rant Tc.it~zec.reetaken at K'cw Orlean5 where 
she now is. 

No  chanqe here. The  troops have all qone except just enougli to garrison 
the forts, and n e  are  pronling round the tle;erlces a t  the city wit11 our light iron 
clads and other small vessels. This keeps then1 in a. state of yrcat excitement 
there, and the qarrison is hciny increased ill ever\, possihle way, and by tlie late 
papers we 5c.e that not onlv Forrest ant1 Diclc Tavlor hut a half tlo7en of other 
generals li:t~e come .to the rescue. 

Yours truly 
P.D R ~ Y I O N  


Scquel T sllppose )on  have received hv la11 mail 
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U.S. FLAGSIIIP Sepr 19 64 
.I/lobzle bay W e s t  Gulf Squncliroil 

1804 
i\f Y DEAR HA~\LILTOK 

After the letters had golie I found on my table the first part of one to jou. 
I now enclose it, not that there is anything that tilakes it \vorth while doing so, 
l~uL to explain the sequel. I will also add nhat 1there forgot, .when the l3roocli is 
finished send it to Mrs Farragut at  I-Iastings. 

Nothing new here we are anxiouslq looliing for a return of Canby's troops 
to break up the monotony of our life. As the Mississippi river is now pretty 
quiet, there ought to  be a move made in this directioil before long. 1;C'ithout it, 
I dont believe that Sherman will do much inore at  present, as he could scarcely 
spread himself n ~ u c h  more unless he could look for assistance either in this direc- 
tion or on the Atlantic coast. 

W e  have had one of the first Sorthers of the season to da) ,  and it inaltes 
the teinperature quite pleasantly cool, althoug-11 I find that the thermolmeter is 
at  78: At 70 we shall be putting on our overcoats. 

Remembrances to Mrs. Hamilton and believe ine yours sincerely 
P.DRWTOS 

Mr. ALEXANDER jrHAMILTON 
New York 

L.S.  FLAGSIIIP HACII.OKU 
W e s t  Gulf Sqlradroil 

~14obtlebay Oct 4 1864 
~ X YUE \C I12\\.11~I OA 

Nothing to tell >ou since my last. IVe in sonlething like the position of the 
Eiitish forces before Antwerp, "Sir Richard Strachan waiting for the Earl of 
Chatl~am" &c. A move on Mobile now would greatly assist Sherman but it 
cant be made without meti. 

T l ~ eneather is very hot and TI it11 the je l lo i~ fever quite bat1 in X e ~ v  Orleans 
on one side, and the break bone fever at Pensacola on tlie other, we are pretty 
fortunate that we remain so healthy, particularl)~ as under the greed produced 
by the new bounties, we nere  receiving (,l~oals of the lmost wretched recruits I 
ever saw, just right for disease. 

I think 1 r-ueiitioned that the letter you enclosed reached the young Inan for 
whom it was intended on the M e t a c o ~ ~ l e t .  

I in turn nil1 get you to let one of your young men attend to tlie pa~iiient of 
a subscription to Frank 1,eslies weekly \vhicli nil1 be explained by the 11ote ac- 
companj~infi the 11loney. Please keep the receipt ui~til ou hear further iron1 111e 

however, as we may be recalled from this station, in nhich case it 1rlig11t be I??*. 
When anything is decided on this subject I mill write you further. 

W e  have certainly been meeting wit-11 a good deal of si?czess lately, but still 
there is little chance of any treating until the South is ready to give up the inde- 
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pendence point, and that it wont do until we beat at least one of its great armies. 
There raay be trouble in supplyil~g tlie large bodies of liieli collected about Rich- 
rnolld and Atlatita, hut I dent believe that there is ally ~vaiit of provisions in the 
country generally, in proof of nhich we can buy chickens and eggs cheaper in 
this lieiglihorlloocl tlian at  Ken Orleans, or even New York I suspect, the former 
being only six dollars a dozen. 

I ellclose a note froin the Admiral 1~itl1 five htlntlrecl to pay for the pin, and 
the relnailicler seiid to his wife at Hastitigs, The i~~tent ion was to make the 
matter a surprise, but as ill such cases usually occurs, the secret was too niuch for 
him, and perhaps he would not have been a good liusbalid had it been otherwise. 
Many thanks for your and Mrs. ISaniiltons kind desire that I should malie nurn- 
her eleven in your well filled house. The idea of sucli a thing being possible, 
is in itself tantali~ing at  this distance, for I sl~all always loolc upon the cluiet 
times I enjoyed with Mrs. I-Zamilton and yourself in the Square as among the 
pleasantest of my life. 

Re~ile~nberme kitidly to Mrs. ETa~nilton and believe me 
truly your friend 

P.DRAYTON 
Mr. ALEXANDER jrHAMILTON 


Jaulicey Court 

New York 


U. S. FLAGSHIP HARTFORD 
Mobile Bay 

Oct 20 I864 

I received your very pleasant letter ackno~cledging the receipt of the 
rebel Sword yesterday. I t  is not a very effective weapon as you say but you 
would find it clangeous enougll even in its blulitecl condition, particularly if the 
point is uc d. I11 ~uodern marfare however it is a weapon little lx-izccl except 
Ly the cavdlrq, although it is collsidcrcd as ~ndispcnsahle to mark tlie officer, and 
all those who had none a t  the surrender oE the forts \\ere obligecl to account for 
such an omission, TIliich some ditl 'o! telling gross lies, being asliarvied to acknowl- 
edge that they had Crcn throxiil av,aq or brolien to pi-event our getting them. 
'Mie Comlllalitlcr of tllc fort r age  c a s  olle of those \vho had no side arms, and 
for soi~le tiilic ill  col~.;ec~uetzccthe l~uiirless of the Surrender was stopped as m j  
coacljuLor (3c):it;il I::!iley ~-ef~lsed n as fully accounted for. to proceetl until this 
T l ~ c  ua; n i  I toltl :heill that seesnctl to havc no hesitatioi~ in giving up 
thcil- pzi-i:)l!i to save tbcir lircs iJut stuck at tlie rcndci-iny ol a s72ort1, to the per- 
sons ~ v h o  accortlilly to all the rules of war were entitled to it. However fro~ii  m,. 
expcl ie~~ccof the Southern officer hc is a pretty coinmon fello~w, and evidently 
goes strong]) F'or melodramatic effect a11d notl~itiq else. Tile excuse of one of 
tile prisciiel-s ITa~ that he hat1 lost his s ~ ~ o r d  at 17icksburg and hat1 not heel1 able 
to raise inone) cnou~1-1 since to purchase another. 
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I thougllt ;L s1l:jrt t i~lie siiicc that tlrcrc \\.as a cllailcc of our coiiii~lg Nortii, 
I ~ u t  it is iiolv I tllinlc settled that we remain hci-e at  least for a time. Although 
i :.b.ould of all t l l i ~ g s  like to see my friends again, still I doilt 1<11on; b u ~  it is bcttei 

stay lvhere i six for tile present. 'I'here \vould i;e little cllallcc of l;iy remain-
ing a t  iiome Illore tlla!i a month, ancl inc?eetI I would not care ;liiout t loi~ig sd 
vi.1lile elL - 'l'liis being tile casc 1 ail1 better off lierc ~ j e r l ~ a p ~ a t  \var lasts. least for 
the winter, than 1 \voultl be on any otlicr station, and I dent believe iu the 
oracticabilit>- of takiag \Vilmington, exccpt wit11 light iron clads, \vliicli we have 
not, al:d if \ve Isad, could iiot use at this season. Were  it cot  for L'riccs raid iii 
Slissouri, which lias l~ccessitated tile withdrawal of troops froin this I)epartmei~t 
c-e shoulcl by this time have rllost probably bee11 ill posscssiol~ of Adobilc. I n  t!le 
mea~itinie the Rebs are as usual lortifying inimensely, wliich however as we 
generally take the fortifications does not matter n?uch. 'I'his bay being thirty 
nliles deep we have it pretty r o u g l ~  soliietinies w11e1-e \\-e are  a t  anellor, but tlie 
condition of tliings is so vastly ii-uproved, froin the outside bloclzade ~vliich has 
been ltept up for the last three years without a iililiutes intermission, that no one 
complains. O L I ~life is rather a monotonous one as you iiiay suppose, but I aiii so 
busy fro111 nmrnitig to night that it ~iiakes little difference to me xvl~ere .ive are 
or wliat doing. TVe liave the yellow fever on one side a t  New Orleans and what 
is called the brealc bone fever a t  Pclisacola on the otlicr, and as TT.C are in con-
stant comiiiunicatio~i ivit l~ both, it is rather remarltable liow free \$-e keep from 
sicltness, although \\-ill? all my supposecl iimmunity fro111 sucli tliings I coulcl not 
entirely escape the latter, 11-hicli i?lucIl to my surprise lcept me in bed for three 
days. It is a n ~ o s t  sitigular disease alicl although few cases liave proved fatal, 
ou t  of several thousand persons at  Pensacola it is said that scarccly oiie has cs-
capcd at  least a touch of it. 

I a111 glad to  hear ~oliat  you tell me of John Astors vote as it proves that a 
veq- considerable change must have taken place in pul~lic opinioli since the 
Chicago platfornl arrange:l~ent. A~IcClellan might he perhaps borne l ~ ~ r t  to take 
I'ennington ( a  man ivho froin liis antccedciits might 17-ell liave liis seat ill the 
Southern cotigress), ~vould  he a littie too ~i?uch.  130~~-wliat is called the Peace 
party COLI~C! take root in our country under preselil: circumsta~lces, is I illust con- 
fess beyoncl lily comprehension, but then so is lying and stealing, bi1.t yet ihey csist 
ancl not to a srnall degree. \Vith all our pl~lntlers and bl~lntlers, we seem to be 
steadily a t l ~ a ~ i c i n g  to~vards  tlie conquest of the soutli ant1 tlie freeing of the slave 
p(jp~rlation,11-11ichgoes far  towart? t l ~ c  acconiplis1ii~len.t of that end. TVlien tliesc 
tiyo tiliil:js a rc  done, we can have not only an  honoral~le peace but o11e 111ade in 
thc interest of moilern civilization, u~lt j l  these objects arc  attainetl I cannot under- 
sta~icl1 1 0 7 ~any A ~ ~ ~ e r i c a n ,  to the least tlegree of \\;hat the world call ~ I O S S ~ S S C ~  

love of country can talk of I3eace 211cl in11eed F all? satisfied that the persons ~ ~ 7 1 1 0  

do so 111l1st feel that it is a sacrifice of future self respect to present and hy no 
means very durable conifort. I I~opc  you ~17ill fi~icla house to suit you this winter, 
if only for Angelica at rvl~osc age a little toxvn dissipation is allllost a necessity, but 
yet if half I hear of high rents he true 1 an1 afraid you must pay most extrava- 
gantly for tlie luxury. How people nialiage to make the two ends meet with the 
enormously increased prices of all articles even of prime necessity ;mtl which 
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must be had is rilore than 1 can inlagiiie. The  sacrifice \vhicli the Southerliers 

t~lakc ho\\ evcr ~~~i l l i i ig ly  are so incalculablj be) oncl a111 thing vl. liicli 1% e are calleti 
on for, that our people ought to be shanled into patience. IVar is the most ex-
peiisive o l  all luxuries alid can on15 he carrietl on a t  tllc expense of tlie otliers. 
That  it is a great curse I supposccevcry one uil l  adnlit, hut those nations who 
persistently ref~ise  tlle Ttager of battle do so onlj a t  the sacrifice of t l~ei r  dearest 
rights, and \bill i ~ o t  loiig keep property illdependence or even life. IIowever I 
trust the clcctiollr \\ill give a quiettls to that party aiilong us which places a life 
of ease above natioiial ho11or or tlle rights of humanity. Large numbers of 
people blaclc slid white are constantly finding their way into our lines. Tliey 
describe great ii~isery existing evcrj~vhere,  but not a scarcit: of provisioiis. 
Bttt tlie great troul>le seelils to be the disposal of the wolxen ancl children who are 
left without protectioii, aiid without iiieans of earning a living. 

il large mail was talten lately ill ATississippi and aiiiong the letters \vere nlatly 
froin high officials, recoimmending tlle arliiing of the negroes. As a sample, I 
enclose one. This ought to niake tliose ainoii:; us xvlio pretend to have scruples 
on tile subject fecl a little foolish. 

I cannot co~nliiisei-ate with you 011 tlie absence of visitors this summer. T o  
nie living co~lstantly in a cro-\\cl the perfect quiet of a courrtry house seeills the 
perfeetioil of life, although very probably after trjitig it for sollie time I miglit 
tllink differently.. . . 

Truly your frieiid 
P.DR\Y TON 


M I S .L. n l .  H O Y ~ .  


Staatsburg 

New York 


U. S. I7rdL4c,S I ~ I P~-I\I<LFORU 
fl.lobile Bay  

DEAR HAMII,ion-
I received your letter of tllr 14th I suppose, altliough it is dater1 the 4th 

that of my letter which you ackl io~ledge.  The  enclosure for tlic -1clliiiral I gave 
him. Muel? obliged for having illvested lily i ~ i i d s ,  ~vI1ic11 you need ilct have held 
thinking I riiglit find use for tliciii Ilere. Why except a t  rare intervals for the 
pui-cliacc of a fen chclw11s aiid sorne eggs, money is 01 tlo nzore service here, than 
it oul(l have 1)ec~n ill th: Santln ic!: Islands when the) were discoverecl. W e  are 
in that 1leiigi:tful condition, of persons I\ itliout ~vaiits or L\ hat is tlic saiiie th i~ lg  
wiillout the possibilitj of gratifyiiig then;. T i  \3901-t11 a i~lillion I coultl not r e s i g ~ ~  
clilri-ng tlie n ar, ; L l ~ c l17 ithout cloing so, it L+ ould perionally be of 170 more value 
than so l i ian~ cl~lps. 'I'o be sure S?I or soltie of i n j  relations niigl~t speiid 
it, but tliat is not Loobet1 npou as c;itirely satisfactory. 

What  a titne tliej n:ust slidhave 11atl at I3raqton house wit11 the f l rc l~bis l~op 

his supportel s. I for olic hon ever ~~voulcl rather read about it tliall see it. 


i 
I 


I 
I 

1 
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No cliangc lie^;, the rcl>cls are straining ever! effort to get their t r \~ops  acrosj 
tlic T1Tississippi, and this keeps Cai lb~ so busy in that ~ieighborliood and lfissouri, 
that he cannot spare a nian lor us. 

Tlie papers ta!k of large fcrces being collected apparently For tile attack of 
i i i n g o n  1 for oile clo not tliink it possible to do anytliing there this \\rinte~-, 
The big ships nlight fire outside for a J ear, and me have no light class iron clads, 
ant1 had we coulcl not use tliciii a t  this season. .A very large land force might 
perhaps be landed north of fort fisher, but \\7here is tliis force to collie from. 1 
should not think Grant could spare it. and if lie could, it is no joke to land troops 
on the Atlantic coast in winter. Porter is however a smart fellow and will do 
all that is possible under the circumstances. 

Remember iiie kindly to Mrs. Hamilton and believe me 
Your friend 

P. DR~YYTON 
JTr A I - I ~ \ M I I ~ I O Njr 


New York 


2012 DE I,\SCCY SLRECT 
Philada Jany 21 65 

l l u  DEAR HAMILTON 
I 1-eacl~etl here last everling and founcl that my sister in Inns iiiotlier 

A4rs. Colcixan liad only died the day before froni tile cflects of an accident 
caused 1)y her horses running a n a j  nliicli slight in itself 11as too much for an old 
lady iii feeble health. 

Hat1 my l~rotlier telegraplied nie the fact I shoultl not have collie on, as it is 
not pleasant to be ill a house untlcr such circutiistauces altliouyl~ the de;~th wa3 
not in it. I left the Adniiral well, His stay is so uncertain that I thought I nlight 
as \\ell come liere to see my brother, as I could do nothing further either for llinl 
or m>self. I-le lives in society frolii n~oriiing to night, and seenis to elljoy the 
cxciteiiient much. H e  and his n i fe  \vent to tlie opera wit11 tlie President and 
lady the nigl~t  before I came anay.  Tlie fornier quite won Airs F's heart by his 
genial manner. She \vould not tell much that occurred for fear of its getting 
into the papers, as she said, b t ~ t  one joke I must repeat. Slit remarked liow 
pleasantly distance softened the niusic >cs  n a s  the reil7o11se it is like tinie on 
11iiisky. 

'The slates have arrived for ~vliich I am 11iucl-1 obliged. Tell Mrs IIamilton 
I will see that tlie pliotograplis are returned in due time. I t  was not necessary 
to pay any postage so 1hope you did not go to the expense of stalmps although if 
I O U  did save theni, it was unusual economy oil l o u r  part. 

I think nothing will 1)c clecidctl about t l ~ e  Squadron, until the question of pro- 
moticn is settled in the meantime I shall secure a t  least a f e~v  neelts rest. 

(;lad to hear tlie cliilclrcn are 17 ell again in 56, and hope tlie sanie niay be said 
of I 8 leaving out again. 

I loyt is like the Admiral dinner alinost alwaj s produces an unfavorable effect 
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on the morrow. Many thanlts for  your desire to see me in S e w  York, but 1 
shall remain liere first a week or two Kind remembrance to Mrs H and believe me 

Yours 
I' DIU.YTOX 

2012 f)E LANCEYSI~IELI 
PHIIADA Jany 26 65 

? ~ T Y DEAR I~AMILIOS  
Your letter and its enclosure \%as duly received. I liave just received 

one fro111 Mrs  F nrit ten in great excitelile~it at the sudden departure of the 
Adnil, who it seems was sent off in the most sudden and unprepared manner a t  
ten oclock a t  night after a short interview with the President. She says that 
both the Secretary and the Adml wanted nie very ~iluch but there was no time to 
be lost, The  papers say he has gone to the James, but she only lcnows that he 
left for Annapolis. W e  see111 not for the first time this war to have bcen caugllt 
napping by the eneniy, who must I suppose liave taken advantage of the absence 
of O L I ~iron clads, as this can honevcr I suppose bc soon reliledied if their first 
attack mas defeated, there ought not to be nlucli danger to he apprehended from 
a sccond. 

If I felt an) securitj that I would catch the Lidliiiral \vliose abse~ice the Sccrc- 
tary assures Mrs F is on11 to be for a ver j  few days 1 nonlcl go off a t  once and 
join llini l u  the lnieantime I have wt-itten to lied that 1 ma) be sent to do so 
shoulcl there be any prospect of his tletentioli ~vhere  11e no11 is. 

The question of the c o m n ~ a ~ i d  of the \Vest gulf is finally settled and against 
both 12odgers ant1 iilj seil in favor of a Colnliiodore Thatcher an  old aiid very 
good officer ~ v h o  \ \as  in the attack on fort ITisher, and whose ship being required 
for otlicr service he had to he detaclied from her. The  reason given is tha? 
Rotlgers friends in TTJasllingtori IT?IO arc vcrj poiierful, were so persistent in 
urging his claims, against 111ine that for tile sake of peace the cluestion had to b= 
scttlcd in favor of a t l~ i rd  party. T l ~ i s  of course is not very satisfaitory, but it 
lilust do. As the decision is likely to give nie a little rest tlic disappointment 
is not by any means mllat it would perhaps have been aEter six nnonths at lioi~ie. 
In  t11e meantime I a111 cloing all I can to tttilize the cold ~ceathei- in huilcling 
myself up for iuturc nark. I skated yesterday and to daq besitles taking any 
aliiount of ~valliing in addition, and breakfast at eight. 

If not ordered to join Farragut 1 shall rel~iaili Iiere a \ ~ c e k  or ten days more, 
and T trust that liis remaining in the James ~vill be settlet? at once, lor I tlont like 
:I continuance of this hanging on by the e) elids. 

I f  )ou  nant  to c,cnil al;:vtliinq to the Atllniral or 11rs 1'. clircct care of 11011 
Gideon \;lrcllcs Navy Dcpt as h2rs I; is staying a t  his llouse a t  preient. The 
p!lotoqraphs of Fort >[organ arrived safel) . 

Kind rcme~iil)rance to TIallziitoii and believe lne 
Yours aEy 

P DRAYLOX 
A\Tr14 I - ~ I \ ~ I I ~ ~ L O KJr 


New York 




2012 DE LASCEYST 
PIIIL.W,*I1;eby I 65 

~!LY DEAR 1 3 ~ ~ 1 1 ~ ~ 0 ~  

Glad to hear that you have been enjoying yourself in the count~);. Tile hours 
spcnt in the open air sltatiiig or coasting are ~vortli to you illore than even the 
best paid ones passed in your office, always supposing you can bear the loss of 
paying time. 

I have been following up niy preaching for the last week by the niost incte- 
fatigable skating, which has occupied my clay to such ail extent that I am really 
glad a t  a thaw, which today puts a stop to the amusement, and gives 111c an oppor- 
tunity of cloi~ig many thiiigs ~~~llic11 I have l~een  obliged to let slide. 

You will see that the Aclniiral has got back from the James, having found 
that there was nothing for him to do there. I received this iliorning a long letter 
from Mi-s F.who does not seen1 to like the gratificatioi~ that ller maii derives 
from being sent off in this way at  a ~iiometits notice. The  fact is that after occupy. 
i ~ i gSO prol~iinenta position for years the Aclniiral I suppose does not lilte to come 
down to an officer on no particular duty even with the clouceur of the Vice 
Admiralty. H e  is ahout organizing the board whicli is to recomilicl~d persons 
for protmotion. In  tlie beginning to all appearances a simple matter but ~ \~ l i i ch  
will I think take proportions that will go far to iilalce it a niost troubleson~e job. 

I shall remain here a t  least a week longer perliaps ten days, ancl wb-n I dg 
come on will be very glad to occupy one of your sniall rooms at 18 if it sl-zould be 
undisposed of, for a week or so, but I dovit ~ v a n t  to leave here until quite sure that 
I shall not be required a t  Washingtoti. 

Enclosed are some stalizps that you may not have both trouble and ex-
pense when you forward my letters. 

Kind r e ~ ~ ~ e m b r a n c e  to Mrs Hamilton and believe Ine 

Yours faithfully 


P,DII.\Y~OX 

I l r  h I-TAMII~TONJr  


New York 


2012 DE I,*IKICY Sr 

Feby 13 65 


;\TY I>EI\R IIAMII,LOX 


Much obliged for the letters 5 ou sent ine and i~licli  arrived thii ~norninq. 
I have been trying to get away fro111 here for a M eek but there it, , L I T ~ : L )  i io111e-
thing to detain me. I hope now to get off the end of this or l)~r~lrvlun$ ol the 
next week but will let you kilow of the day, before I start. 

I hear pretty regularly from the Admiral or Mrs Farragut. They are cnjoy- 
iiig themselves ~iiucli in the way of dinner parties one of which mas at the Presi- 
dents. I hope the Adniiral wont use himself up which he is bound to clo, if he 
does not hold in a little. This terrible siiom~ storm has broken up the inost dcliqht- 
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ful slzating on the river, not I a111 afraid to return this season. J at least however 
have tlie ~atisfactioli of feeling that 1 lost few opportullities of e ~ l j o ~ i l l g  it. 


Kind reme~~~braacec 
to a11 in the Squarc and believe liie 
Your friend 

P D R A Y T ~ N  
Mr A HIINIT.ion- j r  

Ye-cv Tiotk 

2012 DE LANCEY STREET 
Feby 15 65 

MY DEAR HAMXL~ON 
I an1 very sorry to hear that ~ O L Iare as we express it, uiider the weather, 

more skating and less indoor work, xvould perliaps go far to guard against another 
attack, suppose you try the system. 

I am sorry to miss Mrs Hoyt but could not get away froill here. I liope now 
however to do so om Saturday, and sllall trust to see you a t  dinner in your usual 
good health and spirits. 

T l z  weather is perfectly execrable but before it fairly set in this morning tn 
snow axid sleet, I managed a couple of hours skating. 

As you say the Aclmiral is most certairily going through alliiost as inuch risk 
of life with all his dissipation as  lie llas in his battlcs, arid I am really afraid that 
he will seriously i~lipair his health before the winter is over. I have written to 
tell his wife iliat because I am amay slie must not permit liim to run wild, and get 
baclc to the late hours which througli constant lecturing I thought to have some- 
what broken in on. 

Kind remembrsnce to all a t  honie and believe mc 


Yours a f  y 


New York 

U S S ~ A I , ? I A ~ O R E  

Cit3' Point Mch 16 6; 
34.1 IILAR HAMILTON 

We arrived here t l~ i s  nioi-]ling and are now quietly a t  t l ~ c  wharf to reniai~i 
perhaps until tonicrrow nheii after taking General Grants evidence in tlie case, 
we shall iilove '11) the river near the obstr~ictioiis ~vliere our fleet is lying a t  

anchor, so as to I:e able to get witnesses vv.itliout too rn t~c l  inconvenience. The 

weather liere is charmi:ig, regular Spring, hut still the roads are said to be so 

execrable tli2t (;rani says he c o ~ ~ l i l  
not poisihly move artillery, but he evidently 
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thlnks could he, that Lees army woulcl be no11 est in a iteek. '\4-e passed an hour 
wth hi111 tliis morning. IIis log lzouse is sillall but clean and comfortabie, and 
differs little from the others nhicli are arrangcd on each side i:i regular rows 
for his staff, forming together quite a village, on a bluff overloolcing tlie rlrrer, 
I Ie  showed us liis medal which is niassive enough but no liigll 01-dcr of xtork- 
snarisliip, having olz one side a likeness \*hicl~ far from does liul? justice, as liis 
appearance is quite pleasing, and mith as little the appearance of a man \vho 
drinks as any one I have ever seen, from which I judge that lie is now at least a 
sober man. I-Ie left Washiligtoll on the afternoon of the clay I wrote to you.. .. 

W e  are very comfortably establisl~ed on board liere, and as no orre is permitteil 
on board but the court of seven members, tliere is plenty of room and some to 
spare, and altogetller it is so far superior in conzfort and gentility to Willards, 
as can well he coi~ceived. Jenkins is with us and keeps up a pretty constant flow 
of talk notwithstanding tlie many jokes he has to bear on the subject. All kind 
of battles are fought, and we have every detail of the capture of Fort Fisher. 

Grant was unusually chatty this morning and quite astoilislzed those ~ 7 h o  had 
seen him before by his fluency. Anlong other things he said that Sheridan was 
the best cavalry officer alive, or that ever lzad livecl. I an1 not sure ~vliicl~, either 
is strong, and that there was no better infantry man. iVlien )ou write give ~ n e  
Ballars epitaph about "taking other things." Kotwitlistaiicling all the talk, I 
am going right through niy Gerizian books and shall have to send for soxle more 
soon if I a113 not given more to do.. .. 

Deserters come in freely and speak of great loss of heart. Tliey say the men 
will not figlit any more, and that a great part would run away, but for thinking 
that Shernlans advance will soon cause the necessary breaking up of their army, 
when they can get off as stragglers or prisoners, not liking the name of deserter 
to be attached to them. 

Grant says liis army could be divided and one half beat Lee's if he could get 
a t  it, and it seenis to he thouglit that a few more clays of the windy dry neather 
we have liad will put the roads in order.. .. 

Yours affy 
P.DRAYIO\I 


Mr  A. HAMILTON
Jr  

New York 


u s s I{.\I~II ~ ~ O R L  

Ciiy Poi i~tl iarch 26 [ 18651 
MYUCAII IIXm~ir.5O \  

The return niail does not seen1 to i)c liiuch iiiore rapid 119 ai riviilq 11~1-e. 
than the one we send North is in i-eacl~lngleu, as your lctter of the 2211 d i l l y  got 
$0 nlc this morning. To be sure I am not exactlj at ~ i t y  point although Ihxt 15 

lily Post office, but at a place called Varina lantli:;~ :tbnut txent) n~iles al,ove, 
where we nloved the steamer after taking General Grants evidence, so as to he 
more conveniellt to our iron clads on board of which are tiiost of the remaining 



witnesses. Wc fiiiisliecl n it11 I'arker's case on Saturdaj ,  and 1lc;l:c to do so with 
tile otllcr t l ~ r c e  1\11ic!1 are  of less iniportailce by the end of the ~vcelt, when we 
sliall return to TVashir1gton ancl a n  ait lurther ordcrs. 

1,ast ~~u1:~la j  aT spclit ~i it11 IIeatIc tt his head quarter$, ant1 took n ith hiin 
long ric!c t t l o ~ ~ g  ':'(I did 110. look at  all strong, ;ltliough Ilrour lilies. nie the) 
consitlcretl them nca; 14 i rnp rc~na l l c  as l:e did those of tllc et~emy. Thcy w ~ o ~ ~ l ~ l  
perhaps 1,e so wllei-c the kvo armics are prctty iicariy inatcllcd in nulnbcrs, but 
otl ier~\isc certai~il j  not I should thinit on the side of the meakei- party. I sa\\ 
your 1 1 e p h e ~ ~ ~  ell as  tlie tower figured so large11 in his Fathers Phil, as ~il l~ich 
;ccouut, Lut niu;Si as I an1 a l \ ~ a l s  given to ascend such places, was obliged to 
give it I I ~ ,  ~ v h e nI found it could only be done by ltceping Mead and a cavalcade 
of a t  least forty persons \baiting for me until I had got iny view fro111 the Suniliiit, 
no one o l  the party 11aving curiosity enough to offer to accompany me ill the 
ascent. I3ol\cver we have one a little lbove where we now are  \+hich is of 
the same height, and colnirlands a finer view, taking in a s  it docs all of the river 
and its batteries up to Riclimoiid, tliis I took the earliest occasion to ascend. I t  
is just above the Dutch gap canal w l i i ~ h  is I should say a perfect failure for the 
purpose fcr  mrhicli it .v\ as intended. Today M e v, ere to have spcnt with General 
Ord ~vhose  headquarters are  on tlie Sor t l i  sicle of tlie river, but the wind is so 
high ancl tlie neather so clisagrecable that no one will bring the~nsclves up to tlir 
unconlfortableness of riding vver the countrj on sucli a clay. 

.Is I \ \as breakfasting with Porter J esterday a telegraph calzie fro111 Grant, 
stating that die eneiiiy liacl brolien through our line ncar PetcrsLurg, and w o ~ ~ l d  
probably t~~a lccfor City Point, and c a l l i ~ g  lor Gunboats in the Appomattox. 
Tl-iis of course caused a little niomentary excitement, ancl there was an  immediate 
hurrying off of our vessels, t o  the scene of action. hut as we learned in tlie e ~ e n i n g  
the attempt whether real or h l s c  came to grief, as Grant reported that he had 
talien trio thousand prisoners and driven back tlie Rebs. The  attempt must have 
been J think a blind to solme other niovement, perhaps an  attack on Sheridan, who 
is moving this way, and is loolted for tonight. Our vessel is very conifortable but 
I must confess the eatilrg departillelit niight he better. Tliere belLlp, no marl.ret 
hov;ever n i t l ~ i n  reach it is not easy to obtain the necessary ii~aterial to work on 
This does not as J ott riny ~ ~ suppose cause 1 1 rile mucli thought and thanks to the 
plain l ~ v i n g  and a 1-easo~ableamount of exercise I am gettilip, into fine condition 
aqain. 

lllucli obliged for  tlic cpicrai~i  on l:tttler, m!iicll I have every reason to believe 
n as .ivriller~ b j  Porter, who it seems is riiuc1-i uixren to such tliings.. . . 

There must be a fcarfxl time in 19Tall Strcct. I st~spect  many of those who a 
fevr necks I~acl- supposed that  the! had i 'ori~;~e in a string, l>e~ i i i  to perceive 
that the feeble Goddess has not clial7:ccl her cllaracter. Gold is however not to 
he long kept clo~vn to f;,ft\ or  sixtl prrlli;:un of this T am convinced. T h e  end 
is not yet, althouqli m7care perhaps a l ~ ~ i o s t  ~vitllin sight of it, but much money is 
to he uced up before me can even thiliii of retrenclliny, anti ~ni t i l  \ire do tliere is 
no chalice of a steady appreclatioii 111 greenbaclts. 

You can send ine all letters fro111 outside tlie city those i ro l~ i  within please open 
and ans \ \er  ~f recessary. Ycs te rda~  JIeade 7-\ as 11ere with n tlozeli Philada 
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women including his wife arid family. Stanton with a large party a day or two 
before, and tlie President is about to day, so you may well suppose that this is 
a great place for excursionists. Indeed it would appear as if no publlc business 
could be transacted without a certain number of the fair sex being parties to it. 

I understand there are rules against officers liaving their wives with thern, 
but as Grant and his staff seein to have at least one a piece, Mead's is about, and 
Genl Ord just came on board with his. I suppose that like a great many other 
rules it is intended to apply to tlie little fellows not the big ones.. . . 

The Adniiral is I think in Norfolk but I have not heard from hiin since I left 
Washington. Tlie board of which he was President decided on certain persons 
for promotion, and sent their names into the Senate for confir~nation just a half 
hour too late, I am afraid now it will have to go over to tlie next Congress. The 
matter was badly managed, tliere having been I tliinlr a good deal of unnecessary 
delay in coming to a decision. 

Jenkins begs to he reinembered to Mrs I-Tamilton and yourself, and with the 
same from nie to Rlrs Hamilton hlrs Liviligston and the young people in the 
house I am as always 

Yours affy 
P. DRAYTON 

P.S. The key of my box should you ~ ~ - a i i t  it \\rill be iound in your drawer at 
home. 
Mr A HAMILTONJr  


New York 
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