Patient Privacy and Patient Rights Applicable to the Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Patient Assessment Instrument (IRF PAI) 

In order to participate in the Medicare program a hospital must comply with specific conditions of participation. These conditions are stipulated at Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Subchapter G, Part 482. Section 482.13 which is entitled "Condition of participation: Patients' rights" at subparagraph (d) states the following: 

The patient has the right to the confidentiality of his or her clinical records. 

Section 482.24 which is entitled "Condition of participation: Medical record services" at subparagraph (b)(3) states the following: 

The hospital must have a procedure for ensuring the confidentiality of patient records. Information from or copies of records may be released only to authorized individuals, and the hospital must ensure that unauthorized individuals cannot gain access to or alter patient records. Original medical records must be released by the hospital only in accordance with Federal or State laws, court orders, or subpoenas. 

Before performing an assessment using the IRF-PAI a clinician of the IRF must give a Medicare inpatient a document entitled "Privacy Act Statement-Health Care Records" and a document entitled "Data Collection Information Summary for Patients in Inpatient Rehabilitation Facilities." The Data Collection Information Summary for Patients in Inpatient Rehabilitation Facilities is the simplified plain language description of the Privacy Act Statement-Health Care Records. Giving the Medicare inpatient these documents informs the inpatient of his or her privacy rights under the Privacy Act of 1974 and 45 CFR 5b.4(a)(3) as well as the following patient rights: 

· The right to be informed of the purpose of the patient assessment data collection; 

· The right to have any patient assessment information that is collected remain confidential and secure; 

· The right to be informed that the patient assessment information will not be disclosed to others except for legitimate purposes allowed by the Federal Privacy Act and Federal and State regulations; 

· The right to refuse to answer patient assessment data questions; and 

· The right to see, review, and request changes on the patient assessment instrument. 

You may view and then print or download an English language version and a Spanish language version of the forms entitled "Privacy Act Statement-Health Care Records," and "Data Collection Information Summary for Patients in Inpatient Rehabilitation Facilities." To view and then print or download the English language version of the Privacy Act Statement-Health Care Records see attached PAStatement10.pdf file. To view and then print or download the Spanish version of the Privacy Act Statement-Health Care Records see attached Spanish-PASStatement10.pdf file. To view and then print or download the English language version of the Data Collection Information Summary for Patients in Inpatient Rehabilitation Facilities see attached IRFPAI10.pdf file. To view and then print or download the Spanish version of the Data Collection Information Summary for Patients in Inpatient Rehabilitation Facilities see attached spanish-IRFPAI10.pdf file. 

"The IRF must document in the Medicare inpatient's clinical record that prior to performing the patient's assessment using the IRF-PAI the Medicare inpatient was given the Privacy Act Statement-Health Care Records form and the Data Collection Information Summary for Patients in Inpatient Rehabilitation Facilities form." 

An IRF-PAI system of records specifies the safeguards CMS implemented for protecting the privacy and security of the IRF-PAI data. The IRF-PAI system of records notice was published in the Federal Register on November 9, 2001 (66 FR 218). The system of records notice may be viewed and printed from a link on the main IRF-PAI webpage. 

