
Steps for developing a standard under the revised IPPC   

Step 1 - Proposals for a new international standard for phytosanitary measures (ISPM) or for the 
review or revision of an existing ISPM are submitted to the Secretariat of the IPPC in the form 
of a discussion paper accompanied by a topic or draft standard. Drafts can be submitted by 
individual countries, but are more commonly submitted by regional plant protection 
organizations (RPPOs). Alternately, the Secretariat can propose a new standard or amendments 
to existing standards.   

Step 2 - A summary of proposals is submitted by the Secretariat to the CPM. The CPM 
identifies the topics and priorities for standard setting from among the proposals submitted to 
the Secretariat and others that may be raised by the CPM.   

Step 3 - Specifications for the standards identified as priorities by the CPM are drafted by the 
Secretariat. The draft specifications are submitted to the Standards Committee for 
approval/amendment and are subsequently made available to members and RPPOs for 
comment (60 days). Comments are submitted in writing to the Secretariat. Taking into account 
the comments, the Standards Committee finalizes the specifications.   

Step 4 - The standards drafted or revised in accordance with the specifications by a working 
group designated by the Standards Committee. The resulting draft standard is submitted to 
the Standards Committee for review.   

Step 5 - Draft standards approved by the Standards Committee are distributed to members by the 
Secretariat and RPPOs for consultation (100 days). Comments are submitted in writing to the 
Secretariat. Where appropriate, the Standards Committee may establish open-ended discussion 
groups as forums for further comment. The Secretariat summarizes the comments and submits 
them to the Standards Committee.   

Step 6 -Taking into account the comments, the Secretariat, in cooperation with the Standards 
Committee, revises the draft standard. The Standards Committee submits the final version to 
the CPM for adoption.  

Step 7 - The ISPM is established through formal adoption by the CPM according to Rule X of 
the Rules of Procedure of the CPM.   

Step 8 - Review of the ISPM is completed by the specified date or such other date as may be 
agreed upon by the CPM.   


