
 
The Home of Frederick Douglass 

 
 
 

 
 
     “Liberty exists in the very idea of man’s creation.  It was his 
even before he comprehended it.  He was created in it, endowed 
with it, and it can never be taken away.”  
 
                                                                       Frederick Douglass 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Frederick Douglass by Daniel Freeman 
Collection of Jerome Gray 
 
 

In 1877, abolitionist, writer, and statesman Frederick Douglass purchased this house in the 

Uniontown section of Anacostia. He called his house “Cedar Hill.”  The house had originally 

belonged to John Van Hook, one of the developers of the area.  Douglass lived in this house until his 

death in 1895.  Many of Douglass’s personal belongings are on display in the home. The Frederick 

Douglass National Historic Site is located at 1411 W Street, S.E. 

 

Born enslaved in 1817, Douglass taught himself to read and later became a U.S. Marshall, a lay 

minister, Recorder of Deeds in Washington, D.C., and founder of the North Star newspaper.  Cedar 

Hill, which sits high on a hill that overlooks Washington, is under the management of the National 

Park Service.  Visitors to this site learn about the exciting life and many careers of this important 

American. 



 

A Community Site 

 
 

Choose a historic or special site to document in your chosen community.  It can be any 
place that is historic or interesting.  Interesting information can be found when you 
talk about such things as a statue, library, a home, bridge, park, or building.  
Remember, think historic or interesting.  How would you describe this site?  Where is 
it located?  Why is this site so special or interesting to you?  What have your family 
and friends said about it?  What is its history?  What group of people visit this place?  
Begin your essay below, beginning with the name of your site.   

 
 

 
 

(Place a photograph or drawing, here.) 
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