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-I- he United States is becoming a more -ethhic and public school students in the Midwest were classified as LEP, while
linguistically diverse society (O’Hare 1992; Martin and about 12 percent of their teachers had received LEP training.
Midgley 1994), with over 90 percent of recent immigrants coming

from non-Enins_h-speaking countries. In 1990, almost 2_.3 million Figure 1. Number and percentage of LEP students in public
school-aged children spoke a language other than English at home schools, by region: 199394

and spoke English with difficulty, a 26 percent increase from 1980

(U.S. Department of Commerce 1993, 1984). Vo

1.4%

322,871

When children with little or no previous exposure to the English 322

language enter the public schools, they are often unable to profit
fully from English-language-based insttion. Exceptionally high

dropout rates have been reported for these students (Bennici an
Strang 1995). Federal legislation now supports the professional
training of educational personnel who work with LEP students | 1142101
(Improving America’s Schools Act 1994). Are public school 12.3%
teachers with LEP students in their classes trained in teaching LEP

students? Are teachers with high percentages of LEP students in

their classes more likely to have received LEP training than teachers ... Hawaii US Toral 2124261
with low percentages of LEP students? Since communication skills

in English courses are so important, are teachers of English more BN wess [ soun

likely to have received LEP trainintpan teachers of other core I Miawest [ Northeast
subjects?

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education
Data from the 1993-94 Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS),  tistics, 199394 Schools and Staffing Survey (Public School Questionnair

conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
can be used to address these questions. In SASS, LEP students are
defined as those students whose native or dominant language iSTaple 1.  Percentage of public school teachers with LEP

other than English and who have sufficient difficulty speaking, training and with LEP students in their classes, by
reading, writing, or understanding the English language as to deny region and by percentage of LEP students in class:
them the opporhity to learn sccesdilly in an English-speaking- 1993-94
only classroom. In the 1993-94 SASS, LEP-related training was % of Teachers
defined to include both pre-service (teacher credential) training and
in-service (staff development) training. In this brief, teachers with |Total 29.5
either type of training, regardless of the amount, are regarded as .
having LEP training. Region
Northeast 215
Public schools in the West had higher percentages of LEP Midwest 11.6
students and teachers with LEP training than did schools in the \?Vc:;tth 42,32

other three regions.
% LEP Students in Class

I n 1993-94, U.S. public schools enrolled over 2.1 million LEP <10% 19.2

students (figure 1), with considerable variation by state and by = 102504 42.7
region (Han, Baker, and Rodriguez, forthcoming). Teachers in | 26500 62.7
regions with larger percentages of LEP students were more likely to| >50% 86.7

have received LEP training than were their counterparts in regions _ T
with smaller percentages of these students. Over 12 percent of all * Excludes teachers with no LEP students in their classes.
students in the West were LEP, and nearly half of their teachers had SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education $f:

received LEP training (table 1). In contrast, less than 2 percent of the ggﬁnﬁgegg“ Schools and Staffing Survey (Public School and Teacher Q
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A pattern similar to that found at the regional level was also found at - .

Table 2. Percentage of public school teachers with LEP
the classroom level (table 1). For example, almost 87 percent of training and with LEP students in their classes,* by
teachers in classes with more than 50 percent LEP students ha percentage of LEP students in class and by subject:
received LEP training. About 19 percent of teachers with fewer than 1993-94
10 percent LEP students in their classes had received LEP training.

% LEP Students in Class

. 0, 0, 0, 0,
Across the core subject areas, almost three-quarters of teachers <10% 10-25%  2650%  >50%

whose classes included a majority of LEP students had received

S English 23.8 43.9 55.1 74.7

LEP training.
Mathematics 14.8 33.1 60.2 72.6
-I- able 2 presents the percentages of teachers with LEP student| Science 15.9 29.4 60.8 705
in their classes who had received LEP training, by main Social Studies 16.4 34.0 55.1 729

teaching assignment field (based on departmentalized instruction)
and by classroom LEP enrollménfEor teachers of LEP students in * Excludes teachers with no LEP students in their classes.

each of the four core subjects, teachers in classrooms where mor SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education

than 50 percent of the students were LEP were more likely to have tics, 1993-94 Schools and Staffing Survey (Public School and Teacher Q

received LEP training than were teachers in classrooms with fewer| 1onnares)

than 10 percent LEP students (table 2). In mathematics classes

where more than 50 percent of the students were LEP, about 7@ subject such as multicultural education or a series of courses
percent of teachers had received LEP training. In contrast, irleading to certification as a bilingual teacher, English as a Second
mathematics classes with fewer than 10 percent LEP students, onlyanguage development specialist, or other LEP-related certification.
about 15 percent of teachers had received such training. Similarly, ifn-service training tends to be shorter and less in-depth than pre-
science and social studies classes with fewer than 10 percent LEFervice training, often consisting of a few one-day seminars on LEP-
students, about 16 percent of the teachers had received LEP traininglated teaching techniques and/or issues. Two useful steps in the
For classes with fewer than 10 percent LEP students, teachers éialuation of the LEP-related training of public school teachers
English were more likely to have received LEP-related training tharwould be (1) to examine the nature of the training that teachers

were teachers of other core subjects. receive in terms of its breadth, depth, and overallity) and (2) to
_ _ examine whether teachers feel that they are well-preparddato
Discussion with students who lack English proficiency.
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Issue Briefs present information on education topics of current interest. All estimates shown are based on samples and are subject to sampling vari-
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