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1 

INTRODUCTION 

TABLES DESCRIBING ASSET AND VEHICLE HOLDINGS OF LOW-INCOME 
HOUSEHOLDS IN 2002 

This set of tables summarizes the asset and vehicle holdings of low-income households in 
September 2002 by their food stamp eligibility and participation status.  These estimates are 
based on the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model, which uses Survey of Income and Program 
Participation (SIPP) data to simulate eligibility and participation in the Food Stamp Program 
(FSP). 

 
The Food Stamp Program uses an asset limit (also called a resource test) to target food 

assistance benefits to the most needy households.  In 2002, households were permitted up to 
$2,000 in countable assets, or $3,000 in countable assets for households with at least one elderly 
person (age 60 or older).1  Countable assets included certain financial and, in many states, 
vehicular assets.  Countable financial assets included cash and assets that could be easily 
converted into cash (such as money in savings and checking accounts, certificates of deposit, 
stock and mutual funds, or lump-sum payments).  Countable vehicular assets included the value 
of certain vehicles exceeding a threshold in many states.  Certain types of property, such as the 
principal home, tools of a trade, or business property used to earn income were not counted.  The 
assets of persons receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) were also not counted towards the food stamp asset limit. 

 
The tables in this report summarize the asset and vehicle holdings of five low-income 

household groups by their food stamp asset and income eligibility status in September 2002.2  
The five groups, which are further defined in Appendix A, are:   

• Eligible Participating Food Stamp Households.  Households that are eligible for and 
participate in the FSP. 

• Eligible Nonparticipating Households.  Households that are eligible for the FSP but 
do not participate. 

• Income Eligible but Vehic le-Ineligible Households.  Households ineligible for the 
FSP based solely on the value of their vehicles.   

                                                 
1 The 2002 Farm Security and Rural Investment Act increased the asset limit to $3,000 for households with 

disabled members as well, but this took effect on October 1, 2002, after the period covered in this report. 

2 In all tables, low-income households are defined as households with total gross income less than or equal to 
300 percent of the poverty level. 
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• Income Eligible but Other Asset-Ineligible Households.  Households that pass both 
the gross and net income tests, fail the asset test, but are not vehicle- ineligible 
households.  

• Income Ineligible Households.  Households that fail the net and/or gross income tests 
(regardless of whether they pass the asset test), or pass the income tests but do not 
qualify for a positive benefit.   

The purpose of the tables is to present information on the total asset and vehicle holdings of 
low-income households.  While only countable assets are used in determining food stamp 
eligibility status, total assets and vehicles of everyone in the household are included in the 
tabulations of those assets or vehicles.  Thus, financial and vehicular assets of categorically 
eligible households and of members receiving SSI or TANF benefits are included in the tables 
even though they are not counted in determining food stamp eligibility.   

 
There are two sets of tables in this report.  Tables 1 – 25 compare the distribution of low-

income households in 2002 across these five groups by the types and values of asset and vehicle 
holdings and the demographic and economic characteristics of the households in each group.  
For example, the tables indicate the percentage of low-income households that pass the food 
stamp income tests (income-eligible units) but fail the asset test because their total assets 
exceeded the food stamp asset threshold (20.1 percent in 2002), as shown in Table 2.  They also 
show whether households that fail the asset test are ineligible solely due to the value of their 
vehicle assets or due to the value of other assets.  The tables also show how the household 
composition, and marital status, education, race, and age of the household head compare across 
the five groups, and present employment, income, and poverty level information of the 
households. Tables 26 – 30 present model simulation results that compare the distribution of 
low-income households under three different scenarios:  (1) 2002 food stamp program and 
vehicle rules; (2) 2006 food stamp program and vehicle rules; and (3) a reform to the 2006 rules 
that simulates excluding all vehicles from the asset test.  

 
Tables 1 – 25 are based on the September 2002 MATH SIPP+ model (S02P034), which is 

the latest version of the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model.  It uses 2002 food stamp eligibility rules and 
reported income, asset, and other information in the 2002 SIPP data to simulate FSP eligibility 
and participation. 3  Tables 26 – 30 are based on the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model, the 2006 
Baseline of the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model (2006 Baseline),4 and simulation results based on the 
2006 Baseline model after excluding all vehicles from countable assets.  The 2006 Baseline 

                                                 
3 See “Technical Working Paper: Creation of the September 2002 MATH SIPP+ Microsimulation Model and 

Database,” Smith, June 2006, for information on the creation of the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model.  The version used 
for these tables (S02P034) excludes 401(k) assets from countable financial assets and includes updated 2002 vehicle 
rules (listed in Appendix B).   

4 See Memo 338 “Final Documentation of the 2006 Baseline of the 2002 MATH SIPP+ Model” for a 
description of the 2006 Baseline model and vehicle rules.  The version of the 2006 Baseline model used for these 
tables (S02P035) excludes 401(k) assets from countable financial assets. 
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models the FSP rules projected to be in place in September 2006.  The previous version of these 
tables used the 1999 MATH SIPP model. 5 
 

The 2002 tables reflect an expansion in the number of states that excluded or reduced the 
amount of vehicular assets that were countable towards the food stamp asset limit since 1999.  
These policy changes were designed to allow more low-income workers to have a vehicle and 
still receive food stamps.  For example, regulations effective in March 2001 excluded from the 
asset test any vehicles with low equity value (less than $1,500), and eliminated the equity test for 
one vehicle per driver in every household (rather than just the first vehicle), and only counted the 
fair market value exceeding $4,650 towards the asset limit.  Beginning in July 2001, states were 
permitted to align their FSP vehicle rules with rules in place for other programs, such as TANF 
or child-care assistance, so long as the rules were more generous than the FSP vehicle rules 
(2001 Agricultural Appropriations Act). 

 
In response to this increased flexibility, states gradually changed their vehicle rules, with an 

increasing number excluding the value of all or most vehicles from the food stamp asset test.  In 
2002, only 11 states still used the federal FSP vehicle rules, 19 states (including the District of 
Columbia) excluded all vehicles from the asset test, and 21 states used other more generous 
rules, such as higher thresholds for countable vehicles, than the FSP vehicle rules.  The 
percentage of low-income households that were ineligible for food stamps due solely to the value 
of their vehicles in 2002 was only 0.2 percent (Table 3), compared with 3 percent in 1999.   

 
Appendix A describes the methodology used to produce the 2002 tables, including the data, 

unit of analysis, universe, and definitions of the low-income groups presented in the tables.  It 
also describes key policy, modeling, or definitional changes that occurred between the latest 
1999 tables and the 2002 tables.  Finally, it describes the tables that show the impact on low-
income households from simulating a reform to exclude all vehicles from countable assets.  
Appendix B describes the state food stamp vehicle rules modeled in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ 
model. 

                                                 
5 See “Tables Describing the Asset and Vehicle Holdings of Low-Income Households in 1999,” Rosso, 

September 2003. 
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TABLES 1-25 
 

ASSET AND VEHICLE HOLDINGS OF LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS BY 
FOOD STAMP ELIGIBILITY AND PARTICIPATION STATUS IN 2002 
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MODEL SIMULATION RESULTS COMPARING FSP ELIGIBILITY AND 
PARTICIPATION STATUS UNDER DIFFERENT FSP VEHICLES RULES 
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APPENDIX A 

METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES USED TO PRODUCE 
TABLES DESCRIBING ASSET AND VEHICLE HOLDINGS 

OF LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS IN 2002 

This appendix describes the methodology used to produce the tables describing asset and 
vehicle holdings of low-income households in 2002.  It describes the data, unit of analysis, 
universe, and definitions of categories used in the tables. It also describes key policy, modeling, 
or definitional changes that occurred between the 1999 and 2002 tables.  Finally, it describes the 
tables that assess the impact on low-income households from simulating a reform to exclude all 
vehicles from countable assets. 

DATA 

Tables 1 – 25 are based on the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model (S02P034), which simulates FSP 
eligibility and participation in September 2002.1  The 2002 MATH SIPP+ model was developed 
using data from the 2001 Panel of the Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 
specifically the core and topical module files from Wave 6 for households interviewed in 
September 2002.  In the model, a household’s eligibility for the FSP is determined based on the 
2002 food stamp eligibility rules and the income, asset, and other information reported in the 
2002 SIPP data.  FSP participation is simulated in the model to match target controls in the Food 
Stamp Program Quality Control (FSPQC) data.   

 
Tables 26 – 30 are based on the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model (S02P034), the 2006 Baseline of 

the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model (S02P035), and model output from the 2006 Baseline after 
simulating the impact of excluding all vehicles from the asset test (S02P036).  The 2006 Baseline 
models the FSP rules projected to be in place in September 2006.2   

UNIT OF ANALYSIS 

Although the term “household” is used in some places in this report, all tables use the food 
stamp unit as the unit of analysis.  The food stamp unit is the group of persons in a household 
who customarily purchase and prepare food together.  In most cases, the food stamp unit 
includes all members of the household.  In some cases, however, people may form a separate 
food stamp unit from other members of the household, as long as they purchase and prepare food 
                                                 

1 See “Technical Working Paper:  Creation of the September 2002 MATH SIPP+ Microsimulation Model and 
Database,” Smith, June 2006, for information on the creation of the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model.  The version used 
for these tables (S02P034) excludes 401(k) assets from countable financial assets and includes updated 2002 vehicle 
rules (listed in Appendix B). 

2 See Memo 338, “Final Documentation of the 2006 Baseline of the 2002 MATH SIPP+ Model,” Trippe, 
August 2006.   The version used for these tables (S02P035) excludes 401(k) assets from countable financial assets. 
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separately, and conform to the food stamp unit formation rules (e.g., parents and their children 
under age 22 must apply together, even if the children have a spouse or child of their own).  All 
persons in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model are classified into food stamp units in order to 
determine their food stamp eligibility. Persons in food stamp units may or may not be receiving 
food stamps. 

 
For persons not receiving food stamps, food stamp units are formed based on information in 

the 2002 SIPP data on the sharing of food expenses by household members.  For persons 
receiving food stamps, SIPP data identifies which persons are in the food stamp unit.  

UNIVERSE AND SUBGROUPS IN THE TABLES 

The universe for the tables is the 57 million low-income food stamp units based on the 2002 
MATH SIPP+ model.  Low-income units have total gross income less than or equal to 300 
percent of poverty.  These units are further divided into five different mutually exclusive 
subgroups based on their food stamp eligibility status as defined below:   

• Eligible and Participating Food Stamp Units.  Units eligible for and participating 
in the FSP.  

• Eligible Nonparticipating Units.  Units eligible for the FSP but not participating. 

• Income Eligible but Vehicle-Ineligible Units.  Units ineligible for food stamps 
based solely on the value of their vehicles.  That is, units that pass both the gross and 
net income tests, have financial assets less than the asset limit, and have vehicular 
assets that, when added to financial assets, put the unit over the asset limit.  Vehicle 
ineligible units include those with: 

– Vehicle assets over limit, no non-vehicle assets 

– Both vehicle and non-vehicle assets under limit, but combination over limit 

– Vehicle assets over limit and non-vehicle assets under limit 

• Income Eligible but Other Asset-Ineligible Units.  Units that pass both the gross 
and net income tests, fail the asset test, but are not vehicle ineligible units.  Other 
asset ineligible units include those with: 

– No vehicle assets, but non-vehicle assets over limit 

– Vehicle assets under limit, non-vehicle assets over limit 

– Both vehicle assets and non-vehicle assets over limit 

• Income Ineligible Units.  Units that fail the net and/or gross income tests (regardless 
of whether they pass the asset test) and whose income is below 300 percent of 
poverty.  This group also includes units that pass the income tests but are eligible for 
a zero benefit. 
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The total number of eligible and participating food stamp units in the tables is slightly lower 
than the number in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model because the model includes a small number of 
eligible and participating units with income over 300 percent of poverty.   

COUNTING FINANCIAL ASSETS AND VEHICLES 

FSP regulations explain which unit members’ assets are counted when determining FSP 
eligibility.  The financial and vehicular assets of individuals who receive TANF or SSI are not 
counted when determining food stamp eligibility.  However, the financial and vehicular assets of 
ineligible noncitizens and nonelderly-nondisabled-childless-adults who are excluded from the 
food stamp unit are included in the unit’s countable assets (except in states that do not count any 
vehicles towards the asset limit).   

KEY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 1999 AND 2002 TABLES 

We previously produced these asset and vehicle tables using the 1999 MATH SIPP model.3  
The 2002 MATH SIPP+ model includes changes in food stamp eligibility rules that were made 
since 1999 and includes some model enhancements that are reflected in the 2002 tables.  The 
2002 tables also include changes in how some of the terms in the tables are defined.  Below we 
describe the key changes in food stamp asset policies since 1999 and the major model changes 
that were implemented in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model.  We also identify key changes in table 
definitions.   

Key Changes in FSP Asset Policy Since 1999 

Two significant changes in FSP asset policy were implemented between 1999 and 2002 to 
make it easier for low-income workers to keep a vehicle and still receive food stamps: 

1. Excluded low-equity and certain other vehicles from the asset test.  New 
regulations implemented in March 2001 excluded from the food stamp asset test the 
value of vehicles with equity less than $1,500, and exempted from the equity test one 
vehicle per driver.  For vehicles exempted from the equity test but not excluded 
entirely from the asset test, the amount of the fair market value exceeding $4,650 
was counted toward the asset limit.  For any remaining vehicles, the higher of either 
the fair market value in excess of $4,650 or any equity was counted. 

2. Excluded the value of some or all vehicles.  Legislation implemented in July 2001 
(2001 Agricultural Appropriations Act) allowed states to use their TANF or child 
care assistance vehicle rules in place of food stamp rules if the TANF or child care 

                                                 
3 See “Tables Describing the Asset and Vehicle Holdings of Low-Income Households in 1999,” Rosso, 

September 2003.  Later versions of the tables include reform results and statistical significance tests for the tables 
(see Memo 676, dated October 2003, and Memo 690, dated December 2003). 
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rules were more generous.4  As a result of this increased flexibility, many states 
chose to enact their own rules to determine the amount of vehicular assets counted 
towards the asset test.  Many states excluded the value of some or all vehicles from 
the asset test, and only eleven states still used the federal FSP vehicle rules in 2002.  
The state-specific food stamp vehicle rules modeled in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ 
model are listed in Appendix B. 5  In the 1999 MATH SIPP model, all states used the 
federal FSP vehicle rules. 

 

Other Food Stamp Policy Changes Since 1999 

In addition to the expansions in the food stamp vehicle rules since 1999, there were also 
other changes in food stamp policy.  In particular, the FY 2001 Agricultural Appropriations Act 
increased the maximum shelter deduction cap to $340 in fiscal year 2001 and then indexed the 
cap to changes in the Consumer Price Index beginning in fiscal year 2002.   
 

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 also made numerous changes to the 
FSP, including increasing the asset limit for households with a disabled member from $2,000 to 
$3,000 and restoring benefits to many legal immigrants.  However, these changes took effect in 
fiscal year 2003 or later so are not reflected in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model. 

Model Enhancements Made in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ Model 

In addition to updating the food stamp eligibility rules in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model, we 
made three changes in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model to enhance its capabilities over the 1999 
MATH SIPP model. 

1. Improved unit composition algorithm.  We modified the food stamp unit 
composition algorithm in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model to take advantage of newly 
available information in the SIPP on sharing of food expenses among household 
members.6  This expense-sharing information is used to model which persons do and 
do not customarily “purchase and prepare” food together (for those not reporting 
food stamp receipt).  The 1999 MATH SIPP model uses target split rates derived 

                                                 
4 A broader interpretation of categorical eligibility rules was implemented in late 2000 that allowed states to 

confer categorical eligibility on families receiving or certified to receive benefits or services funded by TANF or 
Maintenance of Effort (MOE) funds and do not have to meet the food stamp asset test in order to receive benefits.  
The 2002 MATH SIPP+ model only partially models this expanded categorical eligibility policy.  While it excludes 
all vehicles from countable assets in five states that broadly confer categorical eligibility, it continues to subject 
units to the FSP federal asset, gross, and net income test.  

5 The state vehicle asset rules used in these tables are included in the revised 2002 MATH SIPP+ baseline, 
which was simulated as S02P034.  We revised the baseline for these tables because the older original version of the 
2002 MATH SIPP+ baseline included some vehicle rules that were not implemented until after 2002. 

6 See Memo 397, “Analysis of The Impact of the New Unit Formation Process in the MATH SIPP+ Model-
Final Memo,” Trippe, December 2006. 



 

A-5 

from FSPQC data to guide a random selection of households not reporting food 
stamp receipt to split into multiple units (following FSP guidelines for forming 
units).  The new algorithm used in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model leads to a larger 
number of simulated eligible and participating food stamp units and persons than the 
unit formation algorithm used in previous SIPP-based models.   

2. Simulated SSI and TANF eligibility and participation.  In the 2002 MATH SIPP+ 
model, we simulate SSI and TANF eligibility and participation to account for 
underreporting of SSI and TANF in the SIPP data.  In the 1999 MATH SIPP model, 
TANF and SSI participation is based on reported receipt of these benefits, and is 
undereported in the SIPP data by nearly 40 percent (TANF) and 3 percent (SSI).  
Simulating TANF and SSI corrects for this underreporting. 

3. Created state weights.  In the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model, we created 51 different 
state weights per household in order to be able to simulate food stamp program 
outcomes by state using every household in the dataset.  The creation of state 
weights has no effect on the national results of the model, but provides a method to 
conduct state-specific reforms.   

 
Changes in Table Definitions  

Finally, in cooperation with FNS, we made changes in the definition of some characteristics 
and terms used in the 2002 tables: 

1. Include financial and vehicle assets of TANF and SSI members of the food 
stamp unit.  The 2002 tables include the vehicle and financial assets of members 
receiving TANF or SSI even though the assets of these members are not counted in 
determining food stamp eligibility.  The 1999 and previous tables did not include the 
assets of TANF and SSI recipients.7  These changes do not affect any of the 
“column” totals, but do affect some of the “row” percentages.  For example, in Table 
1, the percentage of low-income units with vehicles is 73.8 percent.  If the assets of 
TANF or SSI recipients were not included (as in the 1999 tables), the percentage of 
low-income units with vehicles in 2002 would be 71.1 percent.  The effect of 
counting the assets of these additional persons is to slightly increase the percentage 
of units with assets, but, for many types of asset holdings, slightly lowers the average 
value of assets because TANF and SSI recipients tend to own fewer and lower-value 
assets than other persons.  

2. Exclude the value of 401(k) retirement accounts from countable financial assets .  
Based on a clarification of the FSP rules for countable financial assets, the 2002 
tables (and 2002 MATH SIPP+ model) exclude the value of 401(k) retirement 
accounts from countable financial assets for determining food stamp eligibility.  The 

                                                 
7 Note that both the 2002 tables and previous tables (such as 1999 tables) include the value of all vehicles, not 

just countable vehicles, and include assets of categorically eligible (Pure PA) units.  Including the value of all 
financial and vehicular assets in the tabulations (including those not counted in determining food stamp eligibility) 
results in some food stamp eligible units showing very high asset values. 
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1999 and previous MATH SIPP models inadvertently included 401(k) retirement 
accounts as countable assets. 

3. Use the highest value vehicle in the unit.  The 2002 tables use the highest value 
vehicle in the unit when tabulating the fair market value or equity value of a single 
vehicle.  The 1999 tables use the newest vehicle of the head of the unit.   

 
Other Changes  

• In Table 6 of the 2002 tables, units with persons (e.g., Elderly) “Living Alone” have 
no other persons in the household (not just in the unit).  In the 1999 tables, units with 
persons “Living Alone” had no other persons in the unit but could have had other 
persons living outside the unit in the household. 

• In Table 7 of the 2002 tables, we changed “Sex of Head of Unit” to show male head 
(married/unmarried) and  female head (married/unmarried).  The 1999 tables did not 
show the sex of the head of married-couple units. 

• In Table 1 and Tables 16 and 19 of the 2002 tables, we included self-employment 
earnings in addition to wages when calculating earnings.  The 1999 tables did not 
include self-employment earnings. 

These differences should be kept in mind if comparing tables from 1999 and 2002. 

REFORM TABLES 

Tables 26 - 30 compare the eligibility and demographic characteristics of low-income units 
under three scenarios:  (1) the baseline run of the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model (S02P034), (2) the 
baseline run of the 2006 Baseline of the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model (S02P035); and (3) a reform 
run that simulates excluding all vehicles from countable assets using the 2006 Baseline model 
(S02P036).  The 2006 Baseline model incorporates new vehicle rules implemented in 2006 as 
well as key changes to the FSP enacted in the 2002 Farm Security and Rural Investment Act, as 
summarized below:8 

 
• Updated FSP eligibility parameter values to reflect FY 2006 values deflated to 2002 

dollars 

• Updated the eligibility of nondisabled nonelderly childless adults subject to work 
registration using the most recent information available at the time (FY 2005 data) 

• Updated noncitizen eligibility rules to reflect the 2002 Farm Bill provisions that went 
into effect after 2002 

                                                 
8 See memo 338 for more details on the 2006 Baseline. 
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• Modeled expanded categorical eligibility in 11 states that confer categorical eligibility 
to a large portion of non-pure public assistance (PA) units 

• Updated state vehicle rules used in valuing vehicles for the FSP asset test to 2006 

• Re-calibrated the selection of FSP participating units to match the characteristics of 
the caseload based on the latest available FSPQC data (FY 2005) 

Note that the estimates in Tables 26 - 30 do not exactly match model output from the 2002 
MATH SIPP+ model or the 2006 Baseline because the population in the tables is restricted to 
units with income below 300 percent of poverty. 
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APPENDIX B 

2002 STATE-SPECIFIC FOOD STAMP VEHICLE RULES USED IN THE 2002 MATH 
SIPP+ MODEL 

 
The 2001 Agricultural Appropriations Act introduced legislation that gave states increased 

flexibility to set their food stamp vehicle policies in ways that best meet their needs.  Many states 
used this increased flexibility to exclude the value of some or all vehicles from the asset test.  
Below, we describe the 2002 state food stamp vehicle rules as documented by the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) and modeled in the 2002 MATH SIPP+ model (S02P034) 
used for this report.1  In 2002, eleven states still used the federal FSP vehicle rules and nineteen 
states excluded all vehicles from the asset test.  The determination of a unit’s vehicular assets in 
the other states is a function of the number of drivers in the unit, the characteristics of the drivers 
(e.g., age, whether working), and other factors used to value each vehicle.  We divided the state 
vehicle rules into twelve categories based on the approach used to value vehicles in determining 
food stamp eligibility in 2002.   

1. Federal FSP vehicle rules:  In addition to vehicles excluded from the asset test 
because they were used primarily for income-producing purposes (such as taxi cabs), 
used as a home, or needed to transport a disabled member, the value of vehicles with 
equity less than $1,500 were excluded from the asset test, and one vehicle per driver 
(defined as persons age 18 or over (adult), or age 16 – 17 with a job, looking for a 
job, or enrolled in school full or part time (teen driver)) was exempted from the 
equity test.  For vehicles exempted from the equity test but not excluded entirely 
from the asset test, the amount of the fair market value exceeding $4,650 was 
counted toward the asset limit.  For any remaining vehicles, the higher of either the 
fair market value in excess of $4,650 or any equity was counted. The following 
states used the federal FSP vehicle rules in 2002:  Arizona, California, Georgia, 
Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, Mississippi, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, and 
Washington. 

2. Exclude all vehicles:  The following states did not include vehicles in the assets of a 
food stamp unit:  Alabama, Delaware, District of Columbia, Hawaii, Indiana, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, South Carolina, West Virginia, Wisconsin. 

3. Exclude one vehicle per driver, then apply Federal FSP vehicle rules for the 
remaining vehicles:  Alaska. 

4. Exclude one vehicle per driver, then count each remaining vehicle at an amount 
equal to its equity less the equity threshold of the state:  Illinois and New York. 

                                                 
1 The CBPP conducts periodic surveys of states to document their vehicle rules used in determining food stamp 

eligibility.  The 2002 MATH SIPP+ baseline (S02P034) uses the state food stamp vehicle rules published by CBPP 
as of February 12, 2002 based on the document “States’ Vehicle Asset Policies In The Food Stamp Program” by 
Stacy Dean and Ray Horng.  In addition, the revised baseline includes vehicle rules for three states (Connecticut, 
Hawaii, and New York) that were implemented after February 2002 but before February 2003 (the rules for these 
states were implemented by September 2002).   
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5. Exclude one vehicle per adult; apply Federal FSP rules for one vehicle per teen; for 
each remaining vehicle, the asset value equal is the greater of the equity of the 
vehicle or its value less its FMV:  New Hampshire, North Carolina, and Vermont. 

6. Exclude the first vehicle; for one vehicle per driver the asset value equals the 
minimum of the equity or the value less the FMV threshold; for all remaining 
vehicles the asset value is the equity less the equity threshold of the state:  Montana. 

7. Exclude one vehicle per unit, then apply Federal FSP rules for each remaining 
vehicle:  Arkansas, Nevada, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, and Colorado. 

8. Use a higher equity threshold for the first vehicle; For the first vehicle, the asset 
value is its equity less the equity threshold of the state ($9,500 for Connecticut, 
$5,000 for Oklahoma); for one vehicle per driver the asset value equals its FMV less 
$4,650; for all remaining vehicles, the asset value is the greater of its equity or its 
FMV less $4,650:  Connecticut and Oklahoma. 

9. Use a higher fair market value threshold for one vehicle; For one vehicle, count 
the fair market value minus the state fair market value threshold; then apply Federal 
FSP rules for remaining vehicles: Nebraska ($12,000), New Jersey ($9,500), Texas 
($15,000), and Utah ($8,000). 

10. Use a higher fair market value threshold, which varies by marital status; If the 
unit contains a married couple, count the combined FMV of two vehicles minus 
$12,000, and then apply the Federal FSP rules for remaining vehicles. If not, count 
the FMV of one vehicle minus $12,000, and then apply FSP rules for remaining 
vehicles: Wyoming. 

11. Use a higher equity threshold, which varies by work status; If the unit contains a 
worker or someone who is required to participate in work activities, count the 
combined equity of all vehicles minus $8,500 (or apply FSP rules if doing so results 
in a lower countable vehicle value). If not, count the equity minus $8,500 of one 
vehicle, and then apply FSP rules for remaining vehicles:  Florida. 

12. Exclude all vehicles if unit contains a child; If the unit contains a child and a 
parent or adult caregiver, then exclude all vehicles. If not, exclude one vehicle, and 
then apply FSP rules for remaining vehicles:  Maine. 
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