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REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF;

23 DEC 0
CECW-PM (10-1-7a)

SUBJECT: Whitewater River Basin, Thousand Palms, Riverside County, California

THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

1. [ submit for transmission to Congress my report on the study to reduce future flooding
damage in a portion of the Whitewarter River basin near Thousand Palms, Riverside
County, California, It is accompanicd by the report of the district and division engineers.
These reports are submitted as an intenm response to a resoluton of the Committee on
Public Works and Transporiation of the House of Representatives dated 3 August 1989,
The resolution requested an investigation of flood contral, and related water and land
resource problems, in the Coachella Valley of the Whitewater River basin,

2, Secuon 101(b}10) of the Waler Resources Development Act of 2000 (WRDA 20007,
Public Law 106-541, authorized construction of the Whitewater River Basin, California,
project for flood damage reduction subject to completion of & favorable report of the Chiefl
of Engineers not later than 31 December 2000 and subject to the conditions recommended
in that final report. The autherizing language for this Whitewater River basin project
reflects a total project cost of 528,900,000, with an cstimated Fedearal cost of $18,800,000
and an estimated non-Federal cost of $10,100,000. The cost estimate for the project has
been refined to refleet eurrent information on the project conditionally authorized by
Section 101(b)(10) of WRDA 2000, This report constitutes the final report of the Chief of
Engineers required by WRIDA 2000,

3. The plan selected by the reporting officers would alleviate tlooding, from a flood
having 1 chance in 100 of occurring in any given year, on about 2800 acres of land in the
Upper Coachella Valley near Thousand Palms, California. The area is subject to flooding
from coalescing alluvial fans that originate at the Little San Bernardino Mountains and
[ndio Hills. In addition, this area abuts the Coachella Valley Preserve, which is a
designated critical hiabitat of the endangered Coachells Valley fringe-tocd lizard, The plan
consists of a system of four spil-cement-faced. discontinuous levee segnients located 1o the
west and south of the Coachella Valley Preserve. The levee segments would total about
8.1 miles in length. The first levee segment would be positioned about mid-fan, with each
successive levee segment positioned at progressively fower positions (down slope) en the
alluvial fan. Three of the levee segments would be located west of the Coachella Valley
Preserve Lo intercept and guide sheet flond flow from the Indio Hills into the preserve arca.
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q. Publicize floodplain information in the area concerned and provide this information
to zoning and other regulatory agencies for their guidance and leadership in preventing
unwise future development in the floodplain and in adopting such regulations as may be
necessary to ensure compatibility between future development and protection levels
provided by the project.
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ROBERT B. FLOWERS
Lieutenant General, 1.S. Army
Chief of Engincers




