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Overview

On May 25, 2007, President Bush 
signed into law the “U.S. Troop 
Readiness, Veterans’ Care, Ka-
trina Recovery, and Iraq Account-
ability Appropriations Act, 2007” 
(2007 Act).  The 2007 Act provid-
ed $16 million in Emergency Con-
servation Program (ECP) fund-
ing.  However, unlike other ECP 
funds, the $16 million is subject 
to Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
provisions, which limits payments 
to producers who earn more than 
$2.5 million a year.
 
USDA Farm Service Agency’s 
(FSA) ECP provides emergency 
funding and technical assistance 
for farmers and ranchers to re-
habilitate farmland damaged by 
natural disasters and for carrying 
out emergency water conserva-
tion measures in periods of severe 
drought.  Congress appropriates 
funding for ECP.

Program Administration

FSA state and county committees 
administer ECP.  FSA’s national 
office authorizes ECP payments 
for drought.  ECP payments are 
subject to funding availability.

Land Eligibility

FSA county committees determine 
land eligibility based on on-site 

inspections of damage, taking into 
account the type and extent of 
damage.  For land to be eligible, 
the natural disaster must create 
new conservation problems that, if 
untreated, would:

Impair or endanger the land; 
Materially affect the land's 
productive capacity; 
Represent unusual damage 
which, except for wind 
erosion, is not the type likely 
to recur frequently in the same 
area; and 
Be so costly to repair that 
federal assistance is or will be 
required to return the land to 
productive agricultural use. 

Conservation problems existing 
prior to the applicable disaster are 
ineligible for ECP assistance.

Payments

ECP program participants receive 
cost-share assistance of up to 75 
percent of the cost to implement 
approved emergency conserva-
tion practices, as determined by 
FSA county committees.

County committees approve 
individual or cumulative requests 
for cost-sharing of $50,000 or less 
per person, per disaster.  State 
committees approve cost-sharing 
from $50,001 to $100,000.  FSA’s 
national office approves cost-
sharing over $100,000.  Payment 
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limits are $200,000 per “person” 
per disaster.

USDA’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service may provide 
technical assistance under ECP. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)

Regulations at 7 CFR Part 1400, 
Subpart G, provides for a $2.5 
million AGI limitation where an 
individual or entity shall not be 
eligible for certain program ben-
efits during a crop, program or 
fiscal year if the three-year aver-
age of the AGI for the individual 
or entity exceeds $2.5 million and 
less than 75 percent of the aver-
age AGI is derived from farming, 
ranching or forestry operations.

Emergency Conservation Prac-
tices

To rehabilitate farmland, ECP 
program participants may imple-
ment emergency conservation 
practices, such as:

Remove debris; 
Restore fences and 
conservation structures; and 
Provide water for livestock in 
drought situations. 

With approval from FSA state 
committees and FSA's national 
office, FSA county committees 
may authorize other conservation 
measures.  
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Sign-up Periods

Producers should check with their 
local FSA service center about 
ECP sign-up periods, which are 
set by FSA county committees.

For More Information

More information on FSA pro-
grams is available online at: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov.  
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic in-
formation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because 
all or part of an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance program.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Per-
sons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program informa-
tion (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint 
of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 
(TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. 


