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Re: JPAC Advice [3-03
Dwear M. Tingley:

On behalf of the Council of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) and
the Alternate Representatives | would like to thank the Joint Public Advisory
Committee (JFAC) for its advice 1o Council 03-03 relating to the Proposed Operational
Plan for the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) of Morth Americn for
20042008, Your comments have been considersd and osed in the process of the
Parties” negotiation of the Operational Plan.

Firsl, we appreciate JPACs support of the CEC's efforts o become mors strategic in

our planning, With the ten-year review, the new format of the Operational Plan, and

discussions of & new strategic approach for the CEC, we bBelicve wie are on a productive

and Tuture-oriented road which will kead to 8 more effective und better-organized CEC,
i

Since your comments were made on the broad *framewodk” structure of the Cperational

Plan, [ will address your comments ot that level.

In regard 1o the work under Goal 1, we appreciate your interest in developing an
understanding of the relationship between cnvirenment, econcrmy and trade for the
purpose of environmental protection in the wade liberalization context.  In order to
implement these goals most cffectively, the gowernmenis have agreed to develop a
siratepic plan on trude and environment as part of this vear's Operational Plan, This
activity, which vou will find described in Goal 1, Objective B, Strategy | of the
finatized Operational Plan, will work (o develop long-range, productive activities that
all Parties can agree to in the arch of trade and environment.  This activity is geared ul
better integrating the views of both environment and trade officials related o
cooperative activitics on trade and cnvironment issues, We also hope that these
activities will foster agenda topics on the connection between trade and environment
that could be used for a possible trade and environment auinisterial.
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In regard to your comments under Goal 2, “To act as a catalyst to improve domestic law
and policy, and enhance enviconmental enforcement und compliance across North
America,” we appreciate your concerns regarding a follow-up mechanism for [octual
records. Wou will recall thar, as we oullined in our response to the TPAC'S “Lessons
Leartied” report, we continue bo belicve that appropriate follow-up to a factual record bs
a domestic matter, and remaing at the discretion of the Party that is the subject of the
factual record.

In regard to your comments under Goal 3, we appreciate your sugpestion to add Article
1007 on TEIA to the Operutiomal Plan, However, because the negotiation of this
agreement is being handled by our individual governments, outside of the discretion of
the CEC and the Secretariat, no funding is required in the CEC programmatic workplan,
This process is still continuing through the environment and foreign alfiirs departments
of each of our governments, Canada and the 115 are currently in the process of
Teyiewing the Mexican proposal,

In regard to your comtnents under Goal 4, we were interested to hear that JPAC would
prefer to see itself organized throughout the Operational Plan, rather than in Goal 4, We
fielt that having public participation highlighted as onc of the four primary zouls in the
Operational Plan was a way to demanstrate the importance of the public, and your role
in soliticiting and considering, in your advice to Council, the views of the public on
selected issues.  OF course, the JPAC hos roles outside of this as well, and so in
addition to your place within Goal 4, you have a pivotal role in the organization as 2
whole.  For this vear, we have changed the location of JPAC from Geal 4 to Section
2.2.5, under “Special Initiatives” of the CEC. As a body whose primary mole is 1o
provide advice to the Council and technical experlise to the Scorctarint, we would be
interested 1o hear how you would most ke to be represented in future years in the
Cperational Plan,if at all. We will also instruct the Secretarial to continue to explore the
role of public participation in every gaal in the CEC for next year's Operational Plan.

In regard to the WAFEC, as I cxplained in my response to your letler oa this topic,
unfortunately, we have had to suspend the NAFEC for 2004, We loak forward to
hearing the results of the capaciy huilding work that you will be working with the
Secreturiol o desipn for 2,
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Including indigencus pecples, Indian tribes,! and indigenous communities in the
Operaticnal Plan of the Secretariat is a critical issue, and we have made improvements
in the way indigenous peoples and communities have besn involved in the work of the
CEC. Severul programs have been developed o inelude outreach to these communifiss,
including in the areas of SMOC and biodiversity. We would like to ensure that our
work in enpaging these communilics in the coming years s effective, and would be
interested in suggestions from the JPAC on how best to continue and improve cur
approach.

This is an important time for the CEC.  With the ten-yoar review, new Secretariat
leadership, the budget crisis, and e opportunity for sirategic planning, we have many
uppm'lumtu&s and chiallenges before us.  We intend 1o use the resulis of the ten-year
review and the thinking of each of the Pacties and the Seeretariat, as well as the advice
af the TFALC, to charl a path for & successful next ten years for the CEC. We will be
discussing thls in more detail at the Council Session. W ook forward 1o working with
wol to ag we make imporlunt decisions for the longterm planning of CEC wark.

Sin -t:vavrravl]..;|I /"?

Bulids Montoro
preseniative for Mexico

S Morine Smith, Alternate Representative for Cunade
Judith Ayres, Alternate Representative for the United States of America
JPAC Membiers
William Kennedy, CEC Bxecutive Dircctor

VTndian teibes” is the federally recognized term in the United States to refer to
indigenous peoples and communities,
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