
Supporting Charter School Excellence Through Quality 

Authorizing focuses on the role of charter authorizers in con-

tributing to the quality and success of charter schools. This 

publication highlights eight charter school authorizers that 

are advancing the quality and growth of charter schools. 

Authorizers are responsible for approving new schools, mon-

itoring schools’ compliance with applicable laws, providing 

technical assistance, and evaluating schools’ performance. 

The practices and policies of these authorizing offices that 

foster success are described in order to inform and inspire 

others to follow their lead to create high-quality schools.

This book is one of a series of innovation guides produced by the  

U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improve-

ment. All books in this series are available as free downloads at  

http://www.ed.gov/about/pubs/intro/innovations.html. 

The Office of Innovation and Improvement is the entrepreneurial arm of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, making strategic investments in innovative educational practices 
through two dozen discretionary grant programs and coordinating the supplemental 
educational services provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act as 
amended by No Child Left Behind. For more information about OII’s grants, services, 
and publications, go to http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii/index.html.

To order your free copy (while supplies last) or to download as a PDF or HTML file, enter ED003636P 

in the “Publications ID” search box at www.edpubs.org, or simply enter this publication’s name in the 

EDPubs “Keyword/Title” search box.

Featured Charter Authorizers

Charter Schools Institute, State University of New York
Albany, New York

Ferris State University, Charter Schools Office
Big Rapids, Michigan

California Department of Education, Charter Schools Division
Sacramento, California

Indianapolis Charter Schools
Indianapolis, Indiana

New York City Office of Charter Schools
New York, New York

Volunteers of America of Minnesota, Charter School 
Sponsorship Program

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Massachusetts Department of Education
Malden, Massachusetts

Office of New Schools, Chicago Public Schools
Chicago, Illinois
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