
USDA Releases Combined
Poultry 2004 Report 
The National Animal Health Monitoring System
(NAHMS), a program within the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, has released a descriptive report entitled
Part IV: Reference of Health and Management of
Backyard/Small Production Flocks and Gamefowl
Breeder Flocks in the United States, 2004. The
report combines and compares information collected
from backyard flock producers and gamefowl 
breeders reported in Parts I and II of the NAHMS
Poultry 2004 study.

Poultry 2004 is NAHMS’ second study of the U.S.
poultry industry. Layers 1999 was the first national
study on poultry baseline health and management.
Layers 1999 estimated the prevalence and associat-
ed risk factors of Salmonella enterica subsp. enteri-
tidis in U.S. layer flocks.

For Poultry 2004, NAHMS conducted a thorough
assessment to determine the information needs of
the poultry industry, researchers and federal and
state governments. This assessment indicated a
need for information regarding bird health, bird move-
ment and biosecurity practices of nontraditional poul-
try industries, such as backyard flocks, gamefowl and
live-poultry markets. Here are a few findings from
this combined, Part IV of the Poultry 2004 study:
• Gamefowl breeder flocks were larger than 

backyard flocks. More than half of gamefowl 
breeder flocks had 100 or more birds, while more
than half of backyard flocks had fewer than 20 
birds.

• Owners of backyard flocks report very few 
health problems. The most common health 
problems reported by Owners of gamefowl 
breeder flocks were external parasites and 
respiratory problems.

• Owners of backyard flocks ranked feedstores and
extension service as the most important sources 
of health information, while owners of gamefowl 
breeder flocks ranked magazines and journals 
highest, followed by feedstores.

• Footwear-related biosecurity precautions for 
people entering bird areas were required by 11.4
percent of backyard flock owners and by 52.2 
percent of gamefowl breeder flock owners.

• About half of backyard flock and gamefowl 
breeder flock owners never allowed visitors.

• Introductions of new birds into the flock occurred 
more frequently in gamefowl breeder flocks than 
in backyard flocks.

• Obtaining new birds from outside the United 
States was extremely rare for both backyard 
flocks and gamefowl breeder flocks.

• Owners of fewer than one in five backyard flocks 
sold or gave away birds, while nearly three in 
four owners of gamefowl breeder flocks did so.

• Interstate and international bird sales were more 
common for gamefowl breeder flocks than in 
backyard flocks.

• Owners of less than 4 percent of backyard 
flocks moved birds to locations (e.g. fairs, show, 
etc.) where other birds were present, whereas 
69.9 percent of owners of gamefowl breeder 
flocks did so.

• Owners of both backyard flocks and gamefowl 
breeder flocks ranked fun/hobby highest as the 
reason for having birds.

Note to Stakeholders: Stakeholder announcements
and other APHIS information are available on the
Internet. Go to the APHIS home page at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov and click the “Newsroom”
button. For additional information on this topic, con-
tact Teresa Howes at (970) 494–7410 or e-mail 
teresa.k.howes@aphis.usda.gov
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APHIS

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital
status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation,
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance pro-
gram. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720–2600 (voice and
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250–9410, or call (800) 795–3272 (voice) or
(202) 720–6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider
and employer.
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