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The NAHSS will provide greater protection from Early Detection and Assessment of Emerging
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endemic, emerging, and foreign animal diseases Domestic Diseases

to work in collaboration with animal-health and production industries, universities, and TAnimal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has the infrastructure and expertise TAnimal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has the infrastructure and expertise (FADs) that could affect the Nation’s livestock, • Coordinate and collaborate with stakeholders 
poultry, and wildlife populations. VS has established on the design and implementation of emerging-Tto work in collaboration with animal-health and production industries, universities, and 
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State and Federal partners to collect, collate, and analyze animal-health data systematically and sition from current surveillance activities to a new, • Develop and apply new technologies for 

disseminate vital information promptly. more effective and efficient NAHSS. emerging-disease detection and data analysis.
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Through its infrastructure, expertise, and array of A comprehensive, coordinated, and integrated Immediate Prioritiesestablished agency partnerships, VS is positioned to surveillance system will help to establish, improve, Enhance Surveillance for Current 
respond effectively to Homeland Security Presidential and maintain the Nation’s animal health, veterinary 
Directive HSPD–9 (“Defense of United States public health, and associated food-safety and environ- Early Detection and Assessment of FADs “Program Diseases”

• Design FAD surveillance plan(s) for high- • Evaluate and design rigorous, scientific meth-
Agriculture and Food”) and to meet national needs mental-health systems.

priority diseases identified using a standardized ods to assess progress in current VS disease-
for improved food security and enhanced economic
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Animal Health Surveillance System (NAHSS).

The NAHSS will establish and maintain a surveil-

plan format. prevention, control, and eradication programs.
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tory to facilitate systems integration and the and performance measures for all surveillance 
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NAHSS will be a network of alliances and partner- lance system capable of detecting and surveying 
• Establish connections with domestic and interna-

tional sources of disease-surveillance information. Collaborate With Industry To Develop Surveillance 
ships among multiple government agencies and foreign and emerging diseases rapidly. The system for Diseases Significantly Affecting Production
private entities. The network’s purpose will be also will evaluate and enhance surveillance for current 
to protect animal health, public health, national eradication and disease-control programs. Finally, it “Agents that could be used in a subversive 

and Marketing
Monitor animal health and production trends.

economic viability, and social welfare associated with will monitor disease trends and threats in the United manner to disrupt animal agriculture are not 
animal populations.animal populations. States and other countries and provide timely and new to veterinarians. However, the need to 

accurate animal health information. enhance and maintain a state-of-the-art national 

surveillance system has never been more critical.”
As one of many components—within and outside —Animal Health Safeguarding Review 2001
of agriculture—the NAHSS will help improve the 
Nation’s ability to detect the early warning signs of 
biological threats. This work will entail close coop-
eration with the Department of Homeland Security.

“A national strategy, melding the Nation’s 

Federal, State and local resources, would be 

capable of responding to any type of animal 

health emergency, including foreign animal The transition from the historical model for“A comprehensive, coordinated, integrated 
diseases and bioterrorism.”

surveillance system is the foundation for survveillance to a new National Animal Health 
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animal health, public health, food safety and Surveillance System is underway…
environmental health.” 

—Animal Health Safeguarding Review 2001
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For More Information 

To learn more about the NAHSS, contact the 
National Surveillance Unit of VS’ Centers for 
Epidemiology and Animal Health at 2150 Centre 
Avenue, Building B., Mailstop 2E7, Fort Collins, CO 
80526–8117. You may also send e-mail to the unit 
at national.surveillance.unit@aphis.usda.gov.  
And further details are also available on the Web at 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ceah/ncahs/nsu.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orienta-
tion, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720–2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326–W, Whitten Building, 14th and 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250–9410 or call 
(202) 720–5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.
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front-cover images of the net over water and the hands holding petri 
dishes as well as the interior photo of two horses. Keith Weller, also 
of USDA, took the shot of two elk and the picture of cows. The bison 
image, taken by the Agricultural Research Service’s Jack Dykinga, 
comes from that agency’s Web site.


