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Physician-Sponsorship and Physician-Access
2000.
BACKGROUND

Every organization performing medical review as a Peer Review Organization (PRO) must either be sponsored by a significant number of physicians actively practicing in the PRO area, or must have available to it the services of a significant number of area physicians.  

Any organization submitting a bid to perform PRO review in a PRO area is required to demonstrate that it meets the requirements of physician-access or physician-sponsorship in order to be eligible to compete for the bid.

2010.
ELIGIBILITY

A.
Physician-Sponsored.--To be eligible as a physician-sponsored organization, you must:

o
Be composed of a substantial number (at least 10 percent) of the licensed doctors of medicine and osteopathy practicing medicine or surgery in your review area, and who are representative of the physicians practicing in your review area; and

o
Not be a health care facility, health care facility association or health care affiliate.  Your files must document that your organization is composed of at least 20 percent of the licensed doctors of medicine and osteopathy practicing medicine or surgery in your review area.

NOTE:
If your organization is not composed of the required 20 percent of the licensed doctors of medicine and osteopathy practicing medicine or surgery in your review area, then you must demonstrate through means acceptable to the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) that you are representative of the physicians in your review area.

B.
Physician-Access.--To be eligible as a physician-access organization you must:

o
Have arrangements with licensed doctors of medicine and osteopathy to conduct review for your organization; and 

o
Have available at least one physician from every generally recognized specialty who is in active practice in your area.

2020.
COMPETING FOR A PRO CONTRACT

To be eligible to compete for a PRO contract, you must demonstrate in your proposal that your organizational structure meets the definition of either a physician-access or a physician-sponsored organization.  The Request for Proposal (RFP) issued by HCFA defines the terms of an offeror's bid to compete as a PRO, and states the obligations of the offeror to provide documentation supporting its status as a physician-access or physician-sponsored organization. 
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A.
Competing as a Physician-Sponsored Organization.--The RFP stipulates the requirements of an organization claiming eligibility as a physician-sponsored organization.  The requirements include:

o
Submitting written certifications or a statement of the number of actively practicing physicians in your area who support you as a PRO.

o
Having documentation on file that substantiates the support of individual physicians in your area.

B.
Competing as a Physician-Access Organization.--The RFP stipulates the requirements of an organization claiming eligibility as a physician-access organization.  Submit written certification or a statement that you have available, by arrangement or otherwise, the services of a sufficient number of physicians in your review area to assure adequate peer review of services provided by the various medical specialties and subspecialties in your area. 

NOTE:
All certificates and statements of physician support are subject to audit by HCFA and other government agencies.  False certifications or statements are grounds for not awarding or terminating the contract.

C.
Priority Status of Competing Physician-Sponsored Organizations.--Priority in awarding contracts under a competitive procurement is given to physician-sponsored organizations.  Physician-sponsored organizations receive additional points during the proposal evaluation process.

2030.
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR A PHYSICIAN-ACCESS OR PHYSICIAN-SPONSORED ORGANIZATION

An organization proposing to perform review on the basis that it is a physician-sponsored or physician-access organization must include written certification that it is not a health care facility in the PRO area, an association of health care facilities in the PRO area, or a health care facility affiliate.

o
A "health care facility" is defined as an entity that directly provides or supplies health care services for which payment may be made in whole or in part under title XVIII of the Social Security Act.  For example, a health care facility may be a hospital, skilled nursing care facility, home health agency, freestanding ambulatory surgical center or any other entity which provides or supplies direct care to Medicare beneficiaries (e.g., an HMO).

o
A "health care facility affiliate" is defined as an organization which has a board on which more that 20 percent of the members are also either a governing board member, officer, partner, five percent or more owner or managing employee in a health care facility or association of health care facilities in the PRO area.

NOTE:
These requirements do not apply to a payer organization if HCFA determines that there is no other eligible organization available to perform PRO review.
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