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PHOTO SHOOT 
INSPECTION 
 

 
Anyone providing or using regulated animals for Photo Shoots 
must be licensed and meet all the applicable regulations and 
standards. (NOTE: Photos of free-living wild animals is an 
exempt activity.) 
 

 
 Criteria 

 
Types of Photo Shoots include, but are not limited to: 
· photos with people petting or sitting with wild/exotic 

animals 
• holiday photos with lambs or rabbits 

Note: Pictures of people with their pets are exempt. 
• photos for calendars 
• photos for magazines 
• animals released into a natural setting for the photo 
• animal actors/movie animals 
• photos for advertising 
 

 
 Conducting 
 the Inspection 

 
When inspecting animals used for photo shoots, make sure that 
the exhibitor meets all the applicable regulations [2.40, 2.50, 2.75, 
2.78, 2.80, 2.125, 2.126, 2.130, 2.131], all the standards for the 
animals being used, and Policies 3, 4, 18, 21, 22, 24, and 25. 
 
When inspecting a Photo Shoot, some specific items to evaluate 
include, but are not limited to: 
• measures to protect the safety of the public and the 

animal(s) 
• public barriers, especially for animals not currently being 

used for photos 
• restraint methods for the age and size of the animal   

NOTE: Drugs may not be used to control the animals. 
• number of employees to control the animal(s) 
• training and handling experience of the employees 
• rest periods for the animals 
• availability of potable water  
• procedure in the event of an animal escape or attack 
• safety measures for the movement of the animal from the 

cage to the photo shoot area and back 
• housing of the animal(s) when not being used for the photo 
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• off-exhibit area, if any 
• safety measures if no perimeter fence 
• transport of the animal to/from the photo shoot 
• variance for public contact with felids 
 

 


