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County Committee Elections

A slate of nominees for your county committee elec-
tion has been established. The next step in the elec-
tion process is the mailing of the ballots, which will
begin on November 3, 2008. Voters have until De-
cember 1, 2008, to return their properly completed
hallots to the county office. Elected committee mem-
bers and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2008.

Prospective Voter Requirements - Anyone who
meets the requirements in either, 1 or 2, as well as
item number 3, is eligible to vote for county commit-
tee members.

1. Voter is of legal voting age and participates or
cooperates in any FSA program, or

2. The voter is not of legal voting age, but super-
vises and conducts the farming operations on an
entire farm.

3. The voter must also be eligible to participate in
any FSA program provided by law, regardless of the
status of funding.

Discrimination Prohibited - No person shall be de-
nied the right to vote because of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation or marital or family status.

If you have any questions about your voter eligibility,
please contact your county office staff.

2008 DCP

Producers have until September 30, 2008 to signup
for the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP)
for this fiscal year. Participants can expect their final
direct payment to be directly deposited into personal
bank accounts sometime during the first few weeks
of October.

Producers who did not elect to receive an advance
direct payment will receive their entire direct pay-
ment for the year in one lump sum after the end of
the fiscal year (September 30).

The direct payment for a crop equals 85 percent of
the farm’s base acreage times (x) the farm’s direct
payment yield times (x) the direct payment rate.

If there are any unearned payments, Commodity
Credit Corporation will automatically subtract those
amounts from the final DCP payments a producers is
about to receive.

Buy-In Waiver

Producers can establish 2008 eligibility for the new
disaster assistance programs by paying a fee as
required by the Food, Conservation and Energy Act
of 2008 (the 2008 Farm Bill).

Ordinarily producers who wish to participate in the
new disaster programs would need crop insurance
or non-insured crop disaster assistance (NAP) cov-
erage on all farms in all counties in which they have
an interest. Since the 2008 Farm Bill was enacted
after the application periods had closed for those
programs, producers who did not have insurance
coverage could not comply with this requirement in
order to be eligible. However, the Farm Bill author-
izes a waiver that allows producers to pay a fee,
called a "buy-in" fee, to be eligible for the new dis-
aster assistance programs.

The buy-in fee is due no later than Sept. 16, 2008,
90 days after the date of enactment, as required by
the 2008 Act. Payment of the applicable fees will al-
low the producer to be eligible for financial assis-
tance under the Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE), Livestock Forage Disaster Pro-
gram (LFP), and other disaster assistance pro-
grams. Those who miss this opportunity will not be
eligible for 2008 disaster assistance. Producers are
also reminded that the payment of the applicable
buy-in fee does not provide the producer crop in-
surance or NAP coverage; it only affords eligibility
for the disaster programs.

NAP Coverage

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that
occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic
loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible
crop by providing coverage equivalent to catastro-
phic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits NAP to each



commercial crop or agricultural commodity, except
livestock, for which CAT is not available.

The regular application deadline dates for 2009 cov-
erage is as follows:
8/1/2008- Strawberries

9/1/2008- Christmas Trees, Fin Fish, Flowers,
Grass (SOD) & Nursery

9/30/2008- Barley, Clover, Grass, Mixed Forage,
Rye & Wheat

11/20/2008- Apples, Apricots, Blueberries, Cane-
berries, Cherries, Cranberries, Grapes, Honey,
Nectarines, Onions, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Scal-
lions & Shallots

12/31/2008- Asparagus, Beets, Broccoli, Cabbage,
Carrots, Cauliflower, Greens, Herbs, Horseradish,
Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Parsnip, Peas, Potatoes,
Radishes, Rhubarb & Turnips

3/15/2009- Beans, Brussel Sprouts, Cantaloupe,
Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant, Honeydew,
Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins, Sorghum, Sor-
ghum Forage, Soybeans, Squash, Sunflower,
Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, Tomatoes, Water-
melon & Yams

Some of these crops are actually covered by inde-
pendent crop insurance agents. This will vary by
county.

The following crops are covered by independent
crop insurance agents for these counties:

Atlantic County- Apples, Blueberries, Corn, Fresh
Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches, Potatoes,
and Soybeans

Cape May County- Corn, Fresh Market Sweet
Corn, Nursery, Processing Beans and Soybeans

Cumberland County- Apples, Barley, Corn, Fresh
Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches, Potatoes,
Processing Beans, Soybeans, Tomatoes, and
Wheat

For 2009 crop coverage only, the application
deadlines of 8/1, 9/1, 9/30, & 11/20 have been ex-
tended to December 1, 2008. In order to be eligible
for disaster assistance programs, like SURE, pro-
ducers are required to timely purchase, at a mini-
mum, CAT coverage for all insurable crops and/or
NAP coverage for all non-insurable crops on their

entire farm.

NAP coverage for 2009 costs $250 per crop, but
not more than $750 per producer per county, or not
more than $1875 total per producer for all counties.

Producers who already have coverage on 2008 NAP
crops may choose to continue coverage on the
same crop or crops for 2009, if the applicable service
fee is submitted by the application closing date. A
new CCC-471, application for coverage is not re-
quired to be signed when applying for continuous
coverage of the same crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or de-
lete a crop(s) from previous year's coverage or
changing crop shares must file a new CCC-471 with
signatures and pay the applicable service fee.

Producers with 2008 NAP coverage must remember
to complete the following to qualify for benefits:

o Timely file acreage reports and keep track
of harvested production using acceptable
methods. For example, bale weights or
other means of determining quantities of
hay are required.

e File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of

when a loss is apparent, due to drought,
hall, etc.

SAFE Conservation Projects

Enrollment in New Jersey State Acres for Wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE) continues. SAFE is a com-
ponent of the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), tailored to specific watershed areas.

SAFE practices serve to restore wildlife habitat by
establishing small blocks of grassland (10-40
acres) and enhancing existing habitats. Certain
wildlife species are in decline, and SAFE habitats
are designed to help revitalize these populations.

Under CRP, farmers enroll eligible land in 10 to 15-
year contracts. These plantings help prevent soil
and nutrients from running into regional waterways
and affecting water quality. The long-term vegeta-
tive cover also improves wildlife habitat and soil
quality.

In addition to the annual rental payment and cost-
share, SAFE may offer participants an up front one-
time CRP Signing Incentive Payment (SIP) of $100
per each SIP-eligible acre and a Practice Incentive



Payment when cost share is made.

For more information about potential SAFE projects
in your area, contact your local FSA office.

Continuous CRP

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program is a
private lands environmental improvement program
that allows participants the opportunity to enroll envi-
ronmentally sensitive acreages in conservation prac-
tices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and
soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and food
sources.

The Continuous CRP program is a voluntary enroll-
ment program. Eligible landowners enter into con-
tracts that range from 10 to 15 years in length. In
return, the landowners will receive annual rental and
maintenance payments, incentive payments for cer-
tain activities, and cost share for establishment.

To be eligible for enroliment in the Continuous CRP,
participants and acreage must meet certain require-
ments. Provided the eligibility requirements are met,
FSA will automatically accept enrollments of acreage
into Continuous CRP. Landowners may enroll in the
program at any time during the year.

For more information on Continuous CRP enroll-
ments, please contact your local FSA office.

Succession in Interest

If you have made any changes that affect your inter-
est in base acres since you signed your last Direct
and Counter-cyclical Program contract, you must re-
port these successions-in-interest to the county
committee by Sept. 30, so that a final determination
can be made on who is program eligible on the
property.

Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest in-
clude:

A sale of land

A change of operator or producer, including a
an increase or decrease in the number of part-
ners

A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary loss of
the farm.

A change in producer shares to reflect changes
in the producer's share of the crop(s) that were
originally approved on the contract.

If a succession-in-interest has taken place, you, as
the “predecessor,” are required to refund any ad-
vance DCP payments you received for the affected
base acres before a payment can be made to the
“successor.”

Not reporting a succession-in-interest can result in
contract termination and a loss of program benefits
for all producers involved.

Marketing Assistance Loans

Marketing Assistance loans are available for pro-
ducers who share in the risk of producing the crop.
To be eligible, you must maintain beneficial interest
in the crop through the time of application. Benefi-
cial interest means retaining the ability to make de-
cisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss
or damage to the commodity; and title to the com-
modity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is
lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — even if
you regain beneficial interest.

Commodity loan eligibility also requires you comply
with conservation and wetland protection require-
ments; beneficial interest requirements, report how
you use cropland acreage on the farm and ensure
that the commodity meets CCC minimum grade and
quality standards. For commodities to be eligible
they must have been produced by an eligible pro-
ducer, be in existence and in a storable condition
and be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as
determined by CCC. The quality of the commodity in
farm storage must be maintained throughout the
term of the loan.

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct
and Counter-Cyclical Program to be eligible for
commodity loans.

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan
may trigger administrative actions, such as assess-
ing liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial
of future farm-stored loans.

The most common violations are removing or dis-
posing of a commodity being used as loan collateral
without prior authorization and providing an incorrect
quantity certification.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural
youths to establish and operate income-producing
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and
other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned
and operated with the help of the organization ad-
visor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan
and provide the youth with practical business and
educational experience. The maximum loan
amount is $5000.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and
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Visit our Web site at
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age disability and
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance,1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




