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County Committee Elections 
Since County Committee elections happen only once a year, here is an election refresher. For election purposes, counties are divided into 
local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA selects one producer to serve a three-year term on the Farm Service Agency county 
committee.  Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the committee member whose three-year term is expiring. In counties with 
three LAAs, one seat is up for election.  In Surry County the election is being held in LAA 2, which consists of Bryan, Dobson, Eldora, 
Longhill, and Pilot Mountain townships.   Troy L. Bryant is the current member for LAA 2.  
 
Candidate nominations for the FSA county committee election will be accepted June 15 through August 1, 2008.  Producers who are 
residents in the LAA holding the election and who participate or cooperate in an FSA program and are of legal voting age may be nominated 
to serve on the county committee.  Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates.  Also, organizations representing socially 
disadvantaged minorities and women farmers or ranchers may also nominate candidates.  The nomination form, FSA-669A, is included with 
this newsletter. To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement to serve if elected.   
The completed nomination form must be returned to the county office by the close of business on August 1, or postmarked by midnight 
August 1, 2008.  

Sign-up Deadline for LCP and LIP 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced that livestock producers have until July 18, 2008, to enroll in the 2005 - 2007 Livestock 
Compensation Program (LCP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). Signup began on September 10, 2007, for the two programs that 
provide aid to livestock producers who suffered eligible livestock or livestock feed losses between January 1, 2005, and December 30, 2007, 
because of a natural disaster. 

Crop Disaster Program Signup Continues 
Eligible farmers and ranchers who suffered livestock losses, feed losses, or crop loss damage before December  31, 2007, can still apply to 
receive disaster assistance. FSA continues to accept applications and make payments for quantity losses under the Crop Disaster Program 
(CDP), for losses that occurred before the end of the 2007 calendar year.   
 

Crop Reporting 
The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage reporting, or crop certification.  Filing an 
accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service 
Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing 
assistance loans and Loan Deficiency Payments. 
 
The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. The producer 
certification deadline for all crops except small grains and burley tobacco is June 30.  The final acreage reporting date for small grains was 
May 15.  The final acreage reporting date for burley tobacco is July 15.  
  

CRP & NAP Certification 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be reported to receive annual rental payments. And crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) must also be reported.  

Prevented Planting 
Prevented planting is to be reported no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date. 



 
Failed Acreage 

Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the crop, and producers must be able to establish to the satisfaction of the county 
committee that the crop failed and was prevented from being replanted through the normal planting period because of natural disaster 
conditions. 

Sodbusting 
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as cropland. Sodbuster violations are 
unauthorized tillage practices on highly erodible lands that converted native vegetation such as rangeland or woodland, to crop production 
after December 23, 1985.  Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land for crop production without proper 
conservation measures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs. Before producers clear, plow or otherwise 
prepare areas not presently under crop production for planting, they are required to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into 
production. If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible land, the producer will be 
required to develop and implement a conservation plan on the affected acreage, before bringing land into production. In addition, producers 
and the producer’s affiliates have to file an AD-1026 with the staff in the administrative or control county office before any farm program 
payments can be made. The AD-1026 is the producer’s signed certification that HELC, as well as wetland conservation, provisions will not 
be violated. 

2008 Compliance 
Compliance and spot checks will once again be utilized during the 2008 crop year.  Instead of locally selecting farms, contracts, deficiency 
loans, etc. for spot check and review, a nationwide selection of producers is used to achieve a statistical sampling of participating producers.  
Spot check selections are to be conducted based on a producer’s participation in Conservation Reserve Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Program, Loan Deficiency Program, etc. 
 
State and County Offices shall view and print their producer spot check lists as posted on the designated web site.  If an entity is selected 
from the national database that is no longer farming or participating in the 2008 crop year, a notation shall be made on the spot check list.  
For more information about the new spot check selection procedure, feel free to contact your local Farm Service Agency office for additional 
clarification. 

Controlled Substances 
Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, harvesting or storing a controlled 
substance are ineligible for program payments and benefits. If convicted of one of these offensives, the program participant shall be ineligible 
during that crop year and the four succeeding crop years for direct and counter-cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency 
payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program payments or disaster 
payments. Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a controlled substance 
shall, at the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any or all program payments and benefits: 

for up to 5 years after the first conviction 
for up to 10 years after the second conviction 
permanently for a third or subsequent conviction. 

 
Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be ineligible, at the discretion of 
the court, for any or all program benefits, as follows: 

up to 1 year upon the first conviction 
up to 5 years after a second or subsequent conviction. 
 

Continuous CRP 
The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program is a private lands environmental improvement program that allows participants the 
opportunity to enroll environmentally sensitive acreages in conservation practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil quality 
and provide wildlife habitat and food sources.  The Continuous CRP program is a voluntary enrollment program. Eligible landowners enter 
into contracts that range from 10 to 15 years in length. In return, the landowners will receive annual rental and maintenance payments, 
incentive payments for certain activities, and cost share for establishment. To be eligible for enrollment in the Continuous CRP, participants 
and acreage must meet certain requirements. Provided the eligibility requirements are met, FSA will automatically accept enrollments of 
acreage into Continuous CRP. Landowners may enroll in the program at any time during the year. 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 

In FSA program terminology, farms are constituted to group all tracts having the same owner and the same operator under one farm serial 
number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution—or recon—is the process 
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must 
be requested by August 1 for farms enrolled in specific programs.  
 

Power of Attorney 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of 
attorney form available that enables you to designate another person to conduct your business at the office. If you are interested, please 
contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more information. If you want a crop loan, a power of attorney form will 
need to be completed for husband and wife, if both do not come into the office to sign the forms on the day the loan is disbursed.  
 

Farm Bill  
The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 was enacted into law May 22, 2008.   Further details will be forthcoming in future 
newsletters.  


