10/15/96 08:10 T2025868010 NUCLEAR SAFETY +-- E doos

1o/11/8¢  14:55 € ! 586 5823 | 1FC OF PRES! IC ++» NUCLEAR SAFETY - ooz
' NEWS MEDIA CONTACTS: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Amne Ellictt/Keith Holloway, 202/586-5806 o Or.‘taber 11, 1996

ENERGY DEPARTMENT ACTS TO BOOST SAFETY AT ROCKY FLATS SITE
Contractors Fined for Safety Violations '

 The Department of Energy has fined two private sector compazies at the Rocky Flas
 Emviromental Technology Site in Golden, CO, for violations of nyclear safety requirements
dﬁgndwpmmﬁvorkés&omunplmnedu:pomtomdiaﬁoﬁ. -
*This action exemplifies the Clinton administration's commitment to safety, When other
t_onlsdnn‘twork,wemedsn'onguzforcementtopmte:tsafetyandhalthefworkersatDOE

Sites. Andweknowtbatmwotkersmpponthseacﬁans,"saidSMyofEnangazelR

. DOE levied the fines on the Ksiser-Hl Company, LL.C. of Golden, and Safe Skes of
Colorado, a subcontractor to Kaiser-Hill Theﬁnswereissuedmdernuhoxityrecenﬂy_made

Office of Enforcement and Investigation. The fines cannot be reimbursed to the contractors by
the federal government, ’ .

- “This action confirms the ability of the department and its field offices to hold conrractors
accountable for safety performance,” said Dr. Tara O'Toale, DOE Assistant Secretary for
Environment, Safety and Health, whose office oversees the enforcement program. She
specifically commended the federal staff a1 the Rocky Flats Field Office "who initially called
these problems to our artention and helped us track them through the investigation.”

DOE Rocky Flars manager Jessic Roberson added that *this action demonstrates that the
DOE is very serious about overseeing contractors.and holding those contractars accountable for -
the work they perform.” The department cited the companies for two specific vialations that
took place in March and April 1996, respectively. "While neither incident involved worker
Sxposures aver current regulatory Emits, we are concermned that the contractors do not have
adequate systems in place to prevent more serious accidents in'the fiture.” Dr. OToale added.
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: Iheﬁminddmtinvowedanuncxpectedrdaseofndicac&vemateﬁalwhﬂewodms
mmmm-mmwmammdmwmmmemm
aﬂetivuknownthatcomnﬁnaﬁmhadwsafelevckmdthatheywmatﬁskof
mdﬁngﬁgﬁﬁqmuﬁplmedm.hadﬁﬁogthedepmmfaﬁndthutheworkph:e
atmosphere was not properly monitored and that workers’ protective clothing was not increased

SimﬂnviohﬁmsocamedinAprﬂWh;mﬁveworh:swe:ema:peaedlycomam&med
and one of the bags broke. While the Plutont uptakes for one worker was § percent of the
. DOE anmial dose Bimit, it was still viewed as unnecessary and therefore subject to enforcement

' hdﬁemﬁnhgtheﬁng‘DOEmnﬁduedthemalprpoténﬁalexpommwukm
compliance with radiological work controls, any prior notice of the problem and the possibility
.of a pattern of related violations. Atthoughtheaom:tormanz'gemeut,cnmmmatoﬁnprov'e
control of work at the facility subsequent to these events, thedepgrhnemismedtheﬁns;o

. Mmgemmtupemmonsmcsubhsheieﬁecuvdywmmcztedandfonowedby:he
. -W'mp@mpuywedmdwm

. Fecility level managers and supervisors mamtain appropriate command and coptrol of
- bazardous activities. = . : . ~ '

- B_uedmﬂﬁsacﬁon,mhﬁmistequked;orspondmddgameﬂspedﬁcacﬁdns

mkenandanyaddiﬁonalaztinnsplgnnedtoprwmtraammce."DOEwiﬂreviewthersponss
mddatanﬁnzwhahcﬁmha'acﬁnisnec&mytomrewmprmcevﬁrhmdwnfety :

 Copies of the Preliminary Notice of Violation is avalable from the DOE Office of
Enforcement and Investigation at 301/503-0100. ' o
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