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ENERGYDEPARTMENT ACTSTO BOOST SAFETY AT ROCKY FIATSSI-rE
Coiaaozs Ebitsifar S(4i

The Department of Energy ha fined two privatesector companies at the Rocky Flats

Eou Technology Site in Golden, CO, for violadosof mclear safety reqtñremantj
to protect workers from unplanned cposures to radiafjon

"ThJ ac1ou e*emplifies the Clinton ad istzanjscomrthtme to safety. Wb àther
tools don't work, we need song ifbrcement toprotect safety and health of workers at DOE
sites. And we know that onr workerspport these actiois," said Secretaiy ofEcgy Hazel R.

DOE levied the fines on the Kthser-lil1 Company, Li C ofGolden, and Sa Sir of
Colorado, a subcontractor to Kriser-BI1L The fines were issuedunder aizthonty recently made
available though the Puce-Anderson Act Amendments. Thatla for the fi st-1ie, gave DOE
azzthorityto take enfarcerricnt actions against conactors who violaterniclear safety rules.Ti5ofthe fines of 337,500 for each fim follows a

comprehensive investigation by DOE'sOffice of Enforcement and Iiwi tigation. The finescannot be reimbursed to the contactors bythe federal govaent

'This action confirms the ability of the deparent and itsfield offices to hold contors
accountsble for safety performance," said Dr tars OToole DOEMsistant Secretaiy for
Environment, Safety and Health, whose office oversees the enforcementproan She
spififly commended the federal staff the Rock Flats Field Office JLwho initially called
the problems to our attention and helped us iack thewthrough the investigation."

DOE Rockr flats nger Jessie Roberson added that 'thisaction demonstrates that the
DOE is very serious about overseeing conbactors andholding those couactors accoimtlc for
the work they perforxn." The department cited thecompanies for two specific violations that
took place in March and April 1996, respectively. "While neitherincident involved worker
cswes over cuutt regulatory ömiz, we are concerned that the coniractora donot have
adequate systems in place to prevent more serious accidents in thefuture," Dr. OToole added.
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The flr inddent involved an unexpected release of radioactive material while workers
were veuung drums nithng"tranc wastc Workers o'''n'd to work in the cv
aft it was known that COflt2nion had eicceede4 safe levels and thatthey were at risk of
receiving siñficant,, uripIarmd exposre. Ia addition, the department fozid that theworiqIac,
atmosphere s nor properly monitored and that workers protective dotI,mor
asreqáçd.

Silar vio1n1irns ocrc4 in April when 5ve workers weunexpectedly contamjri
with vazing levels ofpbrtonium while placing plu onhmt-contamfxiat.dWasteiutoplastic bagsand one of the. bags broke. While the Plntor,inm uptakcs fb; one workerwas 8 percent of the
DOE envnil dose'1imi it was Still ?fewed as unnecessaiy and therefore subject toeorcemt

In detrtmirig the ne, DOE eonsidered the ual or potntliu! exposure to workers
coisnicewith mdiolocal work confrols, any prior notice of the problem and thepossibilityof a paern of ithited liin5 Although the contractormz1agmnt comrriined to improve
connol of work at the Thetlily subseqLie!xt to theseevents, the department issued the fines to•qethat
• Maagiment expectanons are tabbsher1. efièctIvely comTntmicat4 and followedby the

wor1orce.

. PTObJ are promptly idntiffed and corrected.

Facfly level rnqgers and supervisors meTthapprpkiate comtnrtd and control of
hazardous activities.

Eased on this action, each 6rm is required to respond and dot'inienrspecific actions
r2kP!1 and any additional actions plncIto prevent reoireJc DO wi1reeii the respon
and determine wiiether fluxther action is necesry to ensure conp1iance with nuclear safety
requfremen

Copies of the Preliminary Notice ofViolaiion is available from the DOE Office of
and Investigation at 301/903.0100..

-DOE-

R-96-156


