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'NEWS MEDIA CONTACTS: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE"
Aune Elliott/Keith Holloway, 202/586-5806  October 11, 1996

ENERGY DEPARTMENT ACTS TO BOOST SAFETY AT ROCKY FLATS SITE
 Comractors Fined far Safety Vialations o
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| Eovironmental Technology Site in Golden, CO, for vialatious of myclear safety requirements
.designedtopromworkersﬂ'omuhplmnedmpnmsmxfadiaﬁoﬁ. . S
“This action exempiifies the Clinton administration's commitment to sfety, When other
tools don't wark, we need strong eaforcement to protect safety and health of workers at DOE
sites. And we know that our workers mpponmseadians,"'said_séumofEnerngnzdR

T DOE'WtheﬁnﬁuntheKaism}ElCompany,Ll.C.ofGoldmandSafeSimof
Com&,ambmmurmﬁmvﬂﬂlﬁeﬁnsmismedmdermﬂmﬁtyrmnﬁymde
avallshle tiirough the Price-Anderson Act Amendments. Thaz law, for ths first-time, gave DOE
authority to take enforcement actions against coniractors who violate nuclear safety rules,
Iswanceof'theﬁnesofBzSOOﬁ:reﬂbhﬁmﬁ'a!!omzcbmprehmsiveinvesﬁgaﬁonbyDOE's‘
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- "This action confirms the ability of the departmen and its field offices to hold conmractors
accountsble for safety performance,” said Dr. Tara O'Toole, DOE Assistant Secretary for
Eavironment, Safety and Health, whoss office oversees the enforcament program. She
specifically commended the federal staff a1 the Rocky Flats Field Office "who injtially called
these problems o oufana:ﬁcnandhdpedusm&emtb:wghthe investigation "

DOE Rocky Flars manager Jessie Roberson added that "this action demonstrates that the
DOE is very serious about overseeing contractors.and holding those contractors accountable for
the work they perform.” The department cited the companies for two specific violations that
took place in March and April 1956, respectively. "While neither incident involved worker
SEposures aver corrent regulatory Bmits, we are concernied that the contractors do not have
adequate systems in place t prevent more serious accidents in the future,” Dr. O'Toole added.
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The first incident involved an unexpected release of radioactive material while workers
were venting drums containing transuranic waste. Workers continued to work in the area cven
after it was known that contamination bad exceeded safe levels and thar they were at risk of
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. with varying levels of phrtoninm while placing plutonium-contaminated waste ito plastic bags -
and one of the bags broke. While the Phntonium uptakes for one worker was 8 percent of the
' DOEnngldoseEmit.kwassduﬁewed‘asmpeceswymdthueﬁomsubjectm enforcement
' - In determining the fine, DOE considered the actual or potential exposure to workers,
compliance with radiclogical work controls, any prior notice of the problezy-and the possibifity
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»* . Management expectazions are established, effectively commmmicated and followed by the
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. Based on this action, each firm is required to respond and document specific acticns
taken and any additional actions planned to prevent recurrence. ' DOE will review the

and detarmine whether firther action is necessary 10 ensure compliance with nuclesr safory -
_ Copies of the Preliminary Notice of Violation is available from the DOE Office of
Enforcement and Invesrigation at 301/903-0100. ‘ o .
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