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gcy DZPARTMENT ACTS To BOOST SAFETYAT ROCKYFLiTS sriiCaiFtiedfor Suf,

The.DepartmentofEnergyhas fined two private sectorcompanies at the RockyFlats
Environmental Technology Site in Golden, CO, for vioaxioti of n,zc1ear safety req*cwents
dsigned to protect workers fromunplanned posures to radiation.

wTbis.0nampJis theClinton adrninistratien!s commitment to safety. Whenothertools donr work, we need strong enforcement to protect safety and healthof workers at DOEsites. Andwe know thatourworkers support these actions,"said Secretaiy of Energy HazelR.•Oty. '.
DOElevied the on the Kthsez%.EJ1J Company, Li C. of Golden, and SafeSires of

Colorado, a subconnactor to Kaiser-BilL The fines were issuedunder authority recently ma4cavailable through the Price-Anderson Act Amendments Thatlaw, forthefirst-tune, gave DOEauthority to take en urcernent actions against confractors who violatenuclear safety rules.T'ane of the fines of 337500 for each flxm followsa compr ueri,h 1nvestIgTjn by DOE'sOffice of Prdbrcent and !nvestigation. The fines cannotbe reimbursed to the onactorbythe federal government

• "This action confirms the ability of the department and itsfield offices to hold conators
accountable for safety performance," said Dr tars O'i'oole, DOEAsis Seeretazy for
Environment, Safety and Health, whose office oversees the enfbrcernent progain. She
speetficafly commended the federal staff attheRocky Fiats Field Office "who inniaity called

problems to ourattention and helped us Uack thew through the nvestigation"

DOE Rockr flats manager Jessie Roberson added that Ntblsacon demonstrates that the'
DOE is very serious about overseeing contractors and holding those conactors acCOunrlC forthe worktheypeifoam." The department elted the companies for two

specific violations that• took place inMarchand April 1994, respectively. "While fla?l ineldent lflvo1vd worker
• eaposures av cuzicut regularozy. lim_it, we are concerned that the conwactors do nor have

adequate system_s in place to prevent more serious aceldents in the future," Dr. O1ooIe added.
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The ind&4 involved an unpectedrelase of radioaedve matérjaj whileworkers
were ,'pntv,drumcontingásuranie wac. Workers to workin the ares.
afieritwas known that contarnma*Ion bad exceeded safe levelsand th they we at risk of
reca'.ing gnthcani, unplanned exposre In rIthnaa. the depart found that twpl
atmosphere wá not properlymonitored and that wo:ke& protecthe doIlrg was not incrMsej
aSICU]ICd..

vnj1r vjolatiqns Oawu4 in April wh 5ve workers we zexpectedly contamin.
with varying levels of1utotziiun while placing plutoniuzn-conzamu,g wane Into plie bags
and one cftb. bags brckc While the Plutonium uptakcs for one worker was 8perce of the
DOE rnvviil vjjmf it was sdll viewed as unnecessary and therefore subject to enforceme

Inde4.g the flne DOE nsidered the actual or pOtntiaJ eqOsure to workers
coipllaiirewith rxdio1oca1 work conols. any prior notice of the prohlerwand theposslblliyof a p'aln ofrthted 11l2ftnosAlthough the contractor gmt comnni±cci to iniprove
control of work at the fafilty anbacquant to these everxts the department issued the fines to

0that

M"i,rmit expecranous are established, effectIvely communica and followed by theworce..
Problems are prowpty idnRd and correctet

• Facility level Tr2!ngeTs and st4rnMsors ThiI1tflL appropriate command and conirol of
• ath •

Easedan this actiou esth 5rm is required to respond and doaiment speci& actiOns
tkp, and a adeThirnal actions planned to prevt rerencc DOE will revw the responses
and detuue wherher finthar•aon is necessary tO re cotnp]iance with nuclearsafety

• Copies of the Preliminary Notice of Violaiion is available from'the DOE Oce of
Eufomemeritarid Iv 1jon at301/903-0100
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