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Backqround 

I have been teaching the  h i s t o r y  o f  broadcast ing, documentary f i l m  
and t e l e v i s i o n ,  and a v a r i e t y  o f  o ther  courses and seminars s ince  1961. 
I n  these courses, I have o f t e n  used recordings (d i sc ,  audio tape, f i l m ,  
and video) o f  important broadcast programs. I have conducted these 
course a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Wisconsin, t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maryland, UCLA 
and the re  a t  Northwestern. I have a l s o  use these same mate r ia l  f o r  
l ec tu res  on numerous o ther  campuses. 

On several occasions I have worked as a s t a f f  member o r  consu l tan t  
on documentary and o the r  h i s t o r i c a l  media p ro jec ts .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I was 
D i r e c t o r  o f  Media Research f o r  Vietnam: A Te lev is ion  H i s t o r y  (PBS l 9 8 3 j ,  
a consu l tan t  t o  CBS News f o r  The Vietnam War w i t h  Walter Cronk i te  i A & E  
and home v ideo)  and two CBS Reports documentaries, and H i s t o r i c a l  
Consultant t o  Making Sense o f  t h e  S i x t i e s  (PBS 1991) .  I have advised a 
number o f  o ther  documentary projects--CBS, PBS, CNN, Discovery Channel 
and independent producers-- in a v a r i e t y  o f  ro les .  

I n  1967 w i t h  the  l a t e  A. Wi l l iam Bleum, Syracuse Un ive rs i t y ,  I 
researched and wrote t h e  o r i g i n a l  p lan  f o r  t h e  Wi l l i am Paley Foundation 
f o r  what became the  Museum o f  Broadcast ing ( l a t e r  Museum o f  Te lev is ion  
and Radio) i n  New York and j u s t  recen t l y  expanded t o  Los Angeles. I n  
t h a t  r o l e  dur ing  1987-8 I v i s i t e d  a l l  t he  ex tan t  broadcast ing archives. 
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I have w r i t i n g  and/or ed i ted  a number o f  books, a r t i c l e s  and 
chapters on the  h i s t o r y  o f  broadcast ing, documentary, and r e l a t e d  
top i cs .  My doc tora l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was a h i s t o r y  o f  WLW, C inc inna t i ,  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  rad io  s t a t i o n .  

I was consu l tan t  t o  t he  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  and, as D i r e c t o r  i1990-3) 
o f  t he  Media Studies P r o j e c t  o f  t he  Woodrow Wilson I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Center 
f o r  Scholars, t h e  sponsor o f  t h e  rev ised vers ion  o f  Scholars'  Guide t o  
Washington D.C., Media Co l l ec t i ons ,  Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 
1994. 

I n  these capac i t i es  I have used more than 50 d i f f e r e n t  media 
archives and l i b r a r i e s  i n  t he  US and about 20 i n  o the r  coun t r i es  as 
we l l .  

A v i t a  i s  a f f i x e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  should you need it. 

The Need 

Many who have done f i l m  and tape research f o r  more recent  p r o j e c t s  
than I can g ive d e t a i l s  on missing, l o s t  and damaged mater ia ls .  But i n  
t he  hope they w i l l  serve as a d d i t i o n a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  I w i l l  c i t e  on l y  
t h ree  instances o f  va luable ma te r i a l  gone astray.  

Edward R. Murrow. I once i nqu i red  o f  CBS f o r  copies o f  important  
Edward R. Murrow r a d i o  commentaries du r ing  t h e  1950s. While i t  was on 
the  a i r  a l l  o f  t he  Murrow CBS broadcast were audio taped on l a rge  ree l s ,  
then s to red on a s h e l f  about s i x  f e e t  long--say several  months o f  t he  
program. But when t h e  s h e l f  f i l l e d ,  and o l d  tape was taken down from the  
s t a r t i n g  end--a new program was taped over an o l d  one. To t h e  bes t  o f  my 
knowledge there  are on l y  a VERY FEW scat te red  copies o f  Murrow's r a d i o  
broadcasts dur ing  t h e  1950s. 

Vietnam. A t  one t ime t h e  CBS Morley Safer  "Cam Ne" repo r t  o f  t he  
burn ing o f  p a r t  o f  a v i l l a g e  i n  August 1965 and the  NBC Howard Tuckner 
repo r t  on General Loans shoot ing o f  a V i e t  Cong pr isoner  i n  February 
1968 were bo th  miss ing from the  f i l m  l i b r a r i e s  o f  t h e i r  respect ive  
networks. [ I n  fa i rness ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l s ,  o r  h igh  q u a l i t y  copies, were 
even tua l l y  found.]  

Many c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  your i n q u i r y  w i l l  have e x c e l l e n t  examples o f  
what i s  l o s t ,  what should be save, and sage advice on preservat ion,  use 
and d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

Accordingly,  I would l i k e  t o  l i m i t  my comments t o  on l y  two po in ts :  
( 1 )  saving m a t e r i a l s  NOT otherwise a v a i l a b l e  elsewhere and ( 2 )  t h e  
leadership r o l e  o f  t he  L i b r a r y  o f  Congress. 
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What Should Be Saved? 

We are a l l  aware t h a t  t h e  combination o f  reruns on independent 
s ta t i ons ,  cable channels, and the  growing market f o r  home v ideo has 
convinced media owners o f  t h e  value o f  saving many programs as w e l l  as 
news f i lm / tape  and o ther  a r t i f a c t s .  

Thus, I would l i k e  t o  appeal f o r  spec ia l  e f f o r t  and care i n  
l o c a t i n g  t e l e v i s i o n  and documentary m a t e r i a l s  from t h e  1950s. F i r s t ,  
much o f  t h i s  ma te r i a l  w i l l  soon d e t e r i o r a t e  i f  i t  i s  no t  sub jec t  t o  
spec ia l  preservat ion.  Second, i t  i s  no t  l i k e l y  t o  be save f o r  i t s  rerun 
and reuse value. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I ask a spec ia l  e f f o r t  f o r :  

f a )  l o c a l  and reg iona l  programming o f  TV s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  1950s, 
i nc lud ing  bu t  no t  exc lus i ve l y  news programming; 

i b )  documentary, news coverage, and o the r  programming i espec ia l  l y  
music, i n s t r u c t i o n a l  and i n fo rma t iona l )  by pioneer educat ional [now 
" p u b l i c " )  TV s ta t i ons ;  and 

i c )  r a d i o  and o the r  audio ma te r i a l  from t h i s  period. 

[ I  am aware o f  several  important c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  educat ional  f i l m s  
and TV programs and PBS programming but  t he re  i s  an ENORMOUS amount o f  
ma te r i a l  ou t  t he re  i n  need o f  p reserva t ion  and MUCH more s t i l l  t o  be 
'found. ' I  

I p r e d i c t  t h a t  much o f  t h i s  ma te r i a l  could make very valuable 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  f u t u r e  CD 'books' and o the r  newer forms o f  d i s t r b u t i o n  
and pub l i ca t i on .  BUT they must be preserved NOW so t h a t  they are  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  new technology t h a t  w i l l  r es to re  and enhance them. 

For example, many o f  t h e  great  teachers and t h i n k e r s  o f  t h e  20th 
century are  thus recorded bu t  even t h e i r  own u n i v e r s i t i e s  have f o r g o t t e n  
o r  are otherwise unaware o f  t h i s  mater ia l .  

There i s  no t  enough room here f o r  a l l  o f  t he  arguments bu t  note, 
f o r  example, t h a t  dur ing  t h i s  per iod  there  was no v ideo tape, and l i t t l e  
audio home recording. Hugh personal s to res  ( o f  even marginal q u a l i t y )  o f  
t h i s  programming w i l l  no t  suddenly be found i n  someone's a t t i c .  Even 
i n t o  the  1980s, there  was no t  widespread home v ideo recording. Fur ther ,  
many o f  t h e  formats on which ma te r ia l  was save are  on ly  longer 
ava i lab le .  Newsreels were going out  o f  business isome s u s t a ~ n e d  by t h e  
C I A ) ,  network news crews and documentary teams were j u s t  being formed, 
and the re  was no Nat ional  Pub l i c  Radio t o  p rov ide  a ( p a r t i a l )  audio 
record o f  events. 

I have given my p r i o r t i e s  from t h e  1950s above ONLY as an example. 
I know o ther  have d i f f e r e n t  appeals. I o f f e r  t h i s  on ly  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  
a d iscussion can begin and cont inue on p r i o r i t i e s .  I applaud your 
undertak ing t h i s  i n q u i r y  and seeking so widely  op in ion  from across t h e  
country and from many d ivergent  sources. 
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The Leadership o f  The L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 

It i s  c l e a r  t h a t  The L ib ra ry ,  even w i t h  The Nat ional  Archives and 
The Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n ,  as w e l l  as others i n  Washington, does not  
want to--and could not--be t h e  repos i to ry  o f  'everything. '  Yet, on ly  ( o r  
a t  l eas t ,  best)  The L i b r a r y  must be the  c a t a l y s t  f o r  the ca re fu l  
preservat ion,  use, and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h i s  mater ia l .  The L i b r a r y  can 
inform and urge regional  and l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Just  as important, The L ib ra ry  i s  no t  omnipotent, many l o c a l  
l i b r a r i e s  and museums serve as 'checks and balances.' [It i s  n o t  f a i r  t o  
j u s t  b r i n g  up, and drop w i thout  evidence, t h i s  charge--but much o f  The 
L i b r a r y ' s  desc r ip t i on  and p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  mater ia ls  on rad io ,  t o  c i t e  
j u s t  one example, i s  woefu l ly  inadequate and f i l l e d  w i t h  er rors . ]  

I appreciate t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  provide my w r i t t e n  comments. 
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