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ABSTRACT

Cumulative net mass-balance trends at Wolverine and Gulkana Glaciers in Alaska
are strongly correlated with the 1976/77 and 1989 interdecadal climate-regime shifts
recognized for the North Pacific. Wolverine Glacier is a south-facing valley glacier near the
southern coast of Alaskaon the Kenai Peninsulain south-central Alaska. Gulkana Glecier is
asouth-facing branched valley glacier on the southern flank of the Alaska Range in interior
Alaska, about 350 kilometers northeast of Wolverine Glacier. At Wolverine Glacier, the

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY - Fairbanks

NOTE: Between the North Pacific climate regime shifts of 1976-77 and 1989, the mass loss rate at Gulkana Glacier was the lowest for the
entire period of measurements, and Wolverine Glacier grew. The growth of Wolverine Glacier was due to increased precipitation
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at Wolverine Glacier during the 1976/77 to 1989 period. At Gulkana Glacier, the
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I For More Information on North Pacific Interdecadal Regime Shifts and Variations of the Aleutian Lows try: http://www.pmel.noaa.gov/~miletta/poster.html I




