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Time to dredae ur, a nuisance 
MARINA DEJ, REY: Excavation of nearly Years. Dredging crews will 

shoals that are cutting access to the ~ & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , " ~ ~ ~ ~ " d ; ~  
channel will take about threemonths. PIC-size -g DOOIS. 
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- Project manag:& expect the three- 
month effort to cost about $2.4 mlllion 

WLl BREEZE in all, with the federal government pay- 
Mounds of . w d  built - by grain ing for more than half of it. 'Ihe caun- 

in the waters off Marina del Rey have ty, which has warned tbat the buildup of 
become euch a nulsance for boaters that sand could choke off me e n m c e  to the 
government agendes we spendbg more W a ,  expects its' share to came to pt 
than $2 million to makerliemdbaooear. least $1 mlllion 

The ddging pmlect that beg& next The dredglng cmw wlll focus on clear- 
week near themouth o f a e  marina's basy ing the north entrance to the mar+ - 
channel will be t h e m  In tboe  watera in for now. But county otadsls say the muth 

entrance and the main channel itselfwill danger of running aground is closing in 
also need to be dredged - a much more on all sides. 
compueated and cpstly endeawi - in "It's pretty much closing up now," said 
the y e p  to come. Dusty Crane, a spokeswoman for the 

The pmblem has been growing for county's Department of Beaches and 
years, as grains of sand washed down the Harbors. 
coastline on ocean currents and lodged Next Friday, a 180-foot-long barge car- 
against the breabvater outside Marina rying an industrial-sized excavator arm 
del Rey. Little bylittle, they formed big will maneuver into place at the north 
shoals that began to narrow the entrance entrance to the channel. It will work 
to tb ehannel. 24 hours a day, ofien seven d a r ~  a week, 

Nowthe sailbmts and dinner cruisers unQ mid-March to re-carve the channel 
that ptg the marh can use only about a enttance 20 feet deep. 
w o f & e m & . m b U a y s m &  The sand it pulls from the bonom 
off itieitie'rest, heting remindem that the 
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