
Overview  of NSCAW Child Instrume nt 

Mo dule 
CAPI 

Section Construct Measure  Author / Publisher 
Child 
Age Waves Information Gathered 

CH Child  chara cteristics Project-developed questions N/A All1 1,  3, 4 Ch ild  �s de mog ra ph ic in for matio n, a nd 
he ig ht, w ei gh t, an d h ea d ci rcu mfere nce fo r 
children < 4 

Cog nitive 
Statu s 

KB Develo pmental / 
Cogni tive status 

Kaufman Brief Intelli gen ce 
Test (K-BIT): Expre ssive 
Vocab ul ar y, De fin itio ns , an d 
Matrices 

Kaufman & Kaufman, 
199 0, American Gu idan ce 
Service, Inc. 

"e4 1,  3, 4 Standa rdize d asse ssment tool compr ised 
of two sub sets: Vocabu lary (e xp ressive 
vocab ular y and  defin itions) & Matrices 
(ab ility to perce ive re lation ships & 
complete analogies). 

Cog nitive 

Statu s 

BD Develo pmental / 

Cogni tive status 

Batte lle Developmental  

Inventory (BDI) & Screenin g 
Test:  Cogni tive Ski l ls  section 

Newb org , Stock, Wnek, 

Guidub aldi, & Svinicki, 
1988, Riverside Publishing 

<4 1,  3, 4 Co gn itive  skil ls; a dmin iste re d to  ag e 4  an d 

older if B-BIT score = 0 

Neurodevelop 
mental  
Impai rme nt 

NI Develo pmental / 
Cogni tive status 

Bayley Infant  
Neurodevelopmental  
Scre en er  (BINS) 

Aylward,  1995 <2 1,  32 Basic brain function, ability to comprehe nd 
and express,  and intellectual  processes 

Co mmun ica ti 

on 

CO Communication skills Preschool Lang uage  Scales-3 

(PLS-3) 

Zimmerman , Stei ne r, & 

Pond, 1992, The 
Psychological  Corporat ion 

<6 1,  3, 4 Standa rdize d asse ssment tool compr ised 

of three  scales: ex pre ssive 
communicat ion,  audi tory comprehension, 
and total  language, which include pre-
l inguistic and language 
skills 

School  
Achievement 

AH Academic achievement Min i Ba tte ry  of  Ach ie ve men t 
(MBA) 

Wo od cock, McGr ew , & 
Werder, 1994, Riverside 

Publishing 

"e6 1,  3, 4 Standard ized test of acad emic 
achievement wi th respect to reading and 

mathematics 

Co mmun ity 
Environment 

CN Neighbo rhood  factors Abr id ge d C ommuni ty 
Environment Scale f rom 
Nationa l Evaluation  of Family 
Supp or t Pro gr ams 

Abt Ass oc ia tes, In c., 19 96 EY 4 Beha vior o f emancipa ted you th in terms of 
the e nv ir on men t o f th ei r commu ni ty; i tems 
mirror Community Environment module  in 
Cu rr en t Ca re gi ve r In str ume nt 

1 

Child household information  was provided by caregivers for very y oung children. 

2 

The BINS is not administered at Wave 4 because sampled children have aged up. 
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Overview  of NSCAW Child Instrume nt (Continued) 

Mo dule 
CAPI 

Section Construct Measure  Author / Publisher 
Child 
Age Waves Information Gathered 

School  
Engagement 

SE School  engagement Dru g Fr ee  Scho ols  (DF SCA) 
Outcome Study Questions 

U.S. Department of  
Edu ca tio n: Offi ce  of th e 
Under Secretary 

"e6 1,  3, 4 School a chievemen t; stude nt �s disposition 
toward learnin g and  school; administered 
on ly to c hi ld re n i n s ch oo l (ex clu de s h ome 
schoo led situ ation s) 

Relation ship 
with Peers 

RP Peer re lation ships, 
including social  re jection 

Lonel iness and Social  
Dissatisfaction Questionnaire 

for Young Chi ldren 

Asher e t al., 1984 ; Asher 
and Wheeler ( rev.),  1985 

5-7 1,  3, 4 Success in making and keeping 
frie nd sh ip s; sch oo l a dj us tmen t; 

administered only to chi ldren in school  
(ex clude s home sch oole d situa tions) 

Relation ship 
with Peers 

RR Peer re lation ships, 
including social  re jection 

Lonel iness and Social  
Dissatisfaction Questionnaire 
for Young Chi ldren 

Asher e t al., 1984 ; Asher 
and Wheeler ( rev.),  1985 

"e8 1,  3, 4 Success in making and keeping 
frie nd sh ip s; sch oo l a dj us tmen t; 
administered only to chi ldren in school  
(ex clude s home sch oole d situa tions) 

Protective 
Factors 

PF Protective factors Re sili en cy Sca le -  Lo ng SCAN Runyan, Curtis, Hunter, 
Black, Kotch, Bangd iwala, 
Dubowitz,  Engl ish,  
Everson, Landsverk, 1997 

"e11 1,  3, 4 Re sour ces tha t a ch ild  ha s tha t faci lita te 
resilie ncy 

Parental  
Moni tor ing 

PM Behavioral Moni tor ing Parental Moni tor ing from 
UNOC CAP 

Use , Ne ed , Outc ome , an d 
Costs in Chi ld and 

Adolescent Populations 
Stee rin g C ommitte e 

"e10 1,  3, 4 Ex ten t to w hi ch  the  car eg ive r mon ito rs th e 
chi ld �s activ it ies 

Independent 
Liv ing 

IP Independent liv ing Project-developed questions N/A "e14 4 Life skills the you th may have d evelo ped 
and  where  he/she  learn ed the  skill 

Quest ions for  
Childre n in 

Out-of-Home 

OH Ch ild i n o ut -o f-h ome 
care; Perceptions of  

Permanency, 
Disrup tions, Con tact 
with Family 

University of  Cal i fornia at  
Ber ke le y Fo ster  Ca re  Stud y 

Fox , Frasch, & Berrick, 
2000 

"e6 1,  3, 4 Ad ju stme nt  of  ch ildr en  in  ou t-o f-h ome 
placement, including concerns about how 

well the y fit in with their fo ster family and 
how permanent they view the placement 



3 

Overview  of NSCAW Child Instrume nt (Continued) 

Mo dule 
CAPI 

Section Construct Measure  Author / Publisher 
Child 
Age Waves Information Gathered 

Family 
Contact for  
Adopted and 
Eman cip ate d 
Youth 

AO Perceptions of  
Permanency, 
Disrup tions, Con tact 
with Family 

University of  Cal i fornia at  
Ber ke le y Fo ster  Ca re  Stud y 

Fox , Frasch, & Berrick, 
2000 

"e6 4 Adjustment of adopted and emancipated 
youth, includ ing co ncern s abo ut how we ll 
they fit in with their ad optive family (if 
appl icable) and contact wi th bio logical  
family 

Satisfaction 

with 
Caseworker 
Services 

SW Sati sfac tio n w ith 

Caseworker services 

Project  developed 

satisfaction quest ions 

N/A "e11 1,  3, 4 Deg ree  of satisfaction w ith casew orke r 

services 

Future 
Expectations 

FE Future expectat ions Expectations About 
Emplo ymen t, Edu ca tio n, a nd 
Li fe Span Section from 

Adolescent Heal th Survey 

Bearman, Jones, and 
Udry,  1997 

"e10 1,  3, 4 Ex pe ctati on s as  re la ted  to ch ild re n �s l ife 
exper iences 

Social  
Support  

SU Social  support and other 
family resou rces, 
includ ing a ssistance 
wi th child-rear ing 

Adapted f rom Duke 
Functional Social Support 
Scale and Sarason Social  
Support  Questionnaire-3 

Sara sa n,  Le vin e,  Bash am, 
& Sarason, 1983; Sarason, 
Sarason, Shearin & 
Pearce, 1987 

EY 4 Per ce ive d so cia l su pp or t for  ema nc ip ate d 
youth; items mirror Social Sup port modu le 
in  Cu rr en t Ca re gi ve r In str ume nt 

Physical  

He al th 

PE Physica l h ea lth Short-Fo rm Health Sur vey 

(SF-12) 

Ware, Kosinski & Keller, 

1996 

EY 4 Physica l h ea lth  statu s of e man cip ate d 

youth ; ite ms mirr or  Physica l He al th 
mod ul e i n C ur re nt  Ca re gi ve r In str ume nt 

Depression CD Mental heal th Chi ldren �s  Depression 
Inventory 

Kovacs, 19 92 ; Multi  He al th 
Sys tems 

"e7 1,  3, 4 All  aspects of wel l-being, including 
be ha vio r p ro bl ems 

Trauma TR Mental heal th Trau ma Symptom Checklist 
for Chi ldren -  PTSD Section 

Briere, 1996 "e8 1,  3, 4 Indica tors of Post-trau matic Stress 
Disorder 

Youth 
Activities 

YA Participation in  activities Youth Self  Report -  Social  
Competen ce Scale 

Achenbach, 1991, 
University Associates in 
Psych iatr y; Bur lin gto n, VT 

"e11 1,  3, 4 Invo lve men t in  ac tiv iti es  wh ich  may 
pro mote social skills o r cogn itive 
development 

Youth 
Behavior 

YB Beha vio r p ro bl ems You th Se lf Re po rt 
Syndrome and Total  
Problems Scale 

Achenbach, 1991, 
University Associates in 
Psych iatr y; Bur lin gto n, VT 

"e11 1,  3, 4 Magni tude of  aggressive behavior and 
impulse control  
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Overview  of NSCAW Child Instrume nt (Continued) 

Mo dule 
CAPI 

Section Construct Measure  Author / Publisher 
Child 
Age Waves Information Gathered 

ACASI 
Introduction 

AC N/A Project-d evelo ped  pra ctice 
questions 

N/A "e11 1,  3, 4 N/A 

Relation ship 
with 
Care giver (s) 
(ACASI) 

RC Re la tio nshi p w ith 
parents and other 
sig ni fica nt a du lts 

Re vise d Ad ol escent H ea lth 
Survey Que stions; 
Relatedness Scale from 
Research Assessment 

Package  for  Schoo ls -  Sel f-
Repo rt Instrument for Middle 
Sch oo l Stu de nts (RAPS-SM) 

James P. Connel l,  1998 

"e11 1,  3, 4 Degree of support ive relat ionships 
betwee n child  and  adu lt 

Clo sene ss to 
Care giver (s) 
(ACASI) 

CL Re la tio nshi p w ith 
parents and other 
sig ni fica nt a du lts 

Project-developed questions N/A "e11 1,  3, 4 Degree of support ive relat ionships 
betwee n child  and  adu lt 

Ex po su re  to 
Violen ce 
(ACASI) 

EV Loss,  vio lence and other 
stressors in and out of  
the home 

Violence  Expo sure Scale 
(VEX-R ) - H ome  Set 

Fox & Leavi tt , 1995 "e5 1,  3, 4 Violence observed and exper ienced in the 
home 

Services 
Received 
(ACASI) 

SV Services received Project-developed questions N/A "e11 1,  3, 4 Factors that affect the service p rovision 
proce ss; includes items administered  only 
at W ave 4  for  ema nc ip ate d yo uth 

Substance 
Abuse 
(ACASI) 

SA Substance abuse Dru g F re e Scho ol  Co mmun ity 
Act Ou tcome  Stud y 
Quest ions 

U.S. Department of  
Edu ca tio n: Offi ce  of th e 
Under Secretary 

"e11 1,  3, 4 Misuse of  control led substances as 
associated wi th depression and 
maltreatment 

Sexual  
Activi ty 
(ACASI) 

SX Sexual  behavior LongSCAN Runyan, Curtis, Hunter, 
Black, Kotch, Bangd iwala, 
Dubowitz,  Engl ish,  
Everson, Landsverk, 1997 

"e11 1,  3, 4 Ear ly se x ua l a ctivi ty 
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Overview  of NSCAW Child Instrume nt (Continued) 

Mo dule 
CAPI 

Section Construct Measure  Author / Publisher 
Child 
Age Waves Information Gathered 

Delin que ncy 
(ACASI) 

DE Delin que ncy Modified Sel f Reportof  
Delin que ncy 

Re vise d Ad ol escent H ea lth 

Survey Quest ions 

Achenbach,1991, 
University Associates in 
Pyschiatry;Burlington, VT; 
Ell iott  and Busse, 1992 

"e11 1,  3,4 Participation in  delin que nt or criminal 
activities; includ es items add ed a t Wave 4 
on  re ason s for  re cent a rre sts 

In jur ies 
(ACASI) 

IJ Maltreatment Injury Question s from Child 
Heal th and I llness Profi le-
Adolescent Edi tion 

Starfield, Ensminger, 
Gre en , Ri le y, R ya n,  Kim-
Harr is, Crawford,  
Johnston,1995 

"e11 1,  3,4 Nature and extent of in juries in the past12 
months 

Victimization 

(ACASI) 

VC Victimization Incidence and Prevalence of  

Drug Abuse Among Runaway 
and  Homele ss Youth Study 
Shelter Sample Questionnaire 

Resea rch Trian gle 

Insti tute , 20 02 

EY 4 Emancipated yo uth �s victimization, 

includ ing th ings th at may have  hap pen ed 
to the youth s ince he/she started liv ing on 
ow n ( e.g ., ro bb er y se x ua l a ssa ul t) 

Child 
Maltreatment 
(ACASI) 

CM Maltreatment Adaption  of Parent-Ch ild 
Conflict Tactics Scale 

Straus, M.A., Hamby, 
S.L., Finkelhor, D., Moore, 
D.W.,& Runyan,D, 1998 

"e11 1,  3,4 Additiona l maltreatment information in 
ord er to b etter un der stand th e effects of 
the seve rity and  specific type  of abu se 

ACASI Finish AF N/A Pro je ct-d evel op ed  scri pt to 
close ACASI modu le 

N/A "e11 1,  3,4 N/A 

Teacher 
Author izat ion 

AU N/A Project-developed questions 
to colle ction con tact 
information  for the tea cher 
survey 

N/A EY 4 Te ache r co nta ct in for matio n co lle cted 
from emancipa ted you th, includ ing sch ool 
name, address,  and phone numbe 

Locator Form LO N/A Project-developed questions 
to track respondent for future 
interv iew waves 

N/A EY 4 Lo ca tor  in for matio n fo r e man cip ate d yo uth 
and up to 3 contact persons 



Mo dule 
CAPI 

Section Construct Measure  Author / Publisher 
Child 
Age Waves Information Gathered 

Data Linkage LK N/A Project-developed scr ipt  
requesting permission for  
re sea rch er s to l ink  NSCAW 
data to data from other 
sources 

N/A "e13 3,  4 N/A 

Veri fications VO N/A Project-developed scr ipt  

informing respondent of  
potentia l  recontact for  
interv iew QC purposes 

N/A EY 4 N/A 

Child 
Interview 
Close 

CC N/A Pro je ct-d evel op ed  en d- of
interv iew scr ipt  

N/A All 1,  3, 4 N/A 


