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A PURPOSE

This Instruction is issued to establish responsibilities for
t he devel opnent and inplenentation of a Departnment of Defense
Dependents Schools (DoDDS) systemwi de homework policy. The
intention O these guidelines is to provide DoDDS admi nistrators
with mninum standards for the preparation of school honmework
policies and for the evaluation and nonitoring of honework

ef fectiveness by nenbers of the school faculty and the | ocal
comuni ty.

B. CANCELLATI ON

This Instruction cancels and supersedes DS Adm nistrative
Instruction 2000.9, “Homewor k Policy, “ dated Novenber 29, 1990.

B. APPLICABILITY AND SCOPE

The provisions of this issuance apply to all DoDDS educators
and to students receiving education in DoDDS-operated schools.
This Instruction does not apply to those students receiving
honmebound instruction and to those whose instructional programis
governed by individualized educational plans when those plans
excl ude the prospect of honework.

C. DEFIN TION

Homework is defined as assignments to be done outside the
classroom to reinforce classroom instruction, increase under-
standing and retention, transfer and extend classroom instruc-
tion, prepare for class discussion and provide curriculum enrich-
ment opportunities.

n. COVM TMENT

The devel opnent of study skills nust be an integral part of
DoDDS regional, district, and school educational policies. DoDDS
strongly supports tinme philosophy that honework is a necessary
adjunct to school life which serves different purposes according
to the student’s grade |evel. The assignnent of academically
appropriate homework is an extension. of classroominstruction and
supports the teacher’s instructional objectives. It Is DoDDS



policy that homework will be assigned within the DoDDS system in
accordance with the needs and abilities of individual students

and in support of the |earning objectives of the particular
curricul ar area. It should be recognized that “honmework” may not

al ways be paper and pencil tasks. Some of the honmework in
primary grades will be students reading to parents and parents
reading to students, or taking part in host nation and creative
art activities. It is good practice for parents and siblings to
be as involved as possible with homework assignnents. St udy
skills is an area that can be extended to honmework assignnents.

E. POLI CY

1. It is poops policy to assign honework as appropriate to
all students capable of conpleting assignnents.

2. Each school shall prepare, publish, and widely distribute
the particular policies and practices applicable to that school.
I ndi vi dual school issuances shall be consistent with the
fol | owi ng gui dance.

(a) Establish appropriate ranges of hours per week of
homework to be assi gned. The follow ng ranges are provided as

gui del i nes :

G ades Hours. (Range)
1-3 2-4 hours
4-6 5-6 hour s
7-8 7-9 hours

9-12 10- 15 hours

(b) Homework assignnments are reinforcements for classroom
curricular areas and are assigned to support student |earning as
appropriate for the ability of the student.

(c) Assigned homework wll reinforce instruction accom
plished in class; it will not introduce new or unfamliar con-
cepts or skills.

(d) Homework assignnments shall be designed to neet the needs
and abilities of individual students.

(¢) Homework will be done outside class tinme,. not during the
i nstructional period.

(f)  The burden that honmework places on a student wll be
consi dered when assignnments are nmade. In nmaking homework assign-
ments, consideration should be given school events and other
subj ect area requirenents.

(G As appropriate to the nature of the assignnment, teachers
shall evaluate and return honework assignnment to students and
shall periodically inform students and their parents of the stu-
dents acedemc progress and nastery of [|earning objectives.
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F. RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Regional directors will supervise inplenentation O this
policy.

2. District superintendents wll:

a. Provi de technical assistance to school adm nistrators
in” the preparation of individual homework policies.

b. Miintain the nost current school-level policy for
each school in their districts.

C. Periodically, conpile information about outstanding
practices which -shall be shared within the district and with
ot her superi ntendents.

3. Admnistrators wll:
a. | mpl ement the provisions of the homework policy as
appropriate to the school and ensure that the school’s policy is
publ i shed and distributed to all students and parents.

b. Support teachers’ efforts to ensure the conpletion of
homewor k.

C. Plan for the periodic evaluation of honmework policies
with teachers, students, and parents.

4, Teachers wil|:

a. Identify the degree to which homework affects the
determ nation of a student’s grades.

b. Provide clear, concise directions for conpletion of
honmewor k assi gnnent s.

c. Check homework for conpleteness and nmastery of concepts
as appropriate to the nature of the assignnent.

d. Eval uate, review, and return homework in a tinely
manner .

e. Periodically discuss with students and their parents the
student’s academ c progress, including performance on honmework
assi gnment s



G  EFEECTIVE DATE AND | MPLEMENTATI ON

This instruction is effective imediately and will be
i mpl ement ed upon publicati on. Two copies of inplenenting in-
structions shall be forwarded to the Director, DoDDS within 60

days.
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