Wilmington, North Carolina Area Digital Transition:
New Hanover, Brunswick, Pender, Bladen, and Columbus Counties

First in Flight, First in Digital

What Is Happening?

Your TV signal is switching to “digital.” For more than fifty years, TV broadcasters have sent their
shows to your TV using “analog” signals. While the national DTV transition will be on February 17,
2009, the Wilmington, North Carolina area will transition on September 8, 2008. After that date,
full-power commercial TV stations will only broadcast in digital.

Why Is The Government Switching to Digital?

e For improved public safety for everyone. The transition to digital will help police, fire, and other
public safety departments to communicate more easily with each other during emergencies.

e For you, digital TV offers better picture and sound quality, as well as more channels and
programming choices.

What Does This Mean To You?

e If all of your TVs are hooked up to cable or satellite, you will continue to get your TV after the
switch. Just check with your cable or satellite company to be sure.

e If you have a digital TV, you are ready for the switch. (If your TV is more than 10 years old it
probably is not digital. If it is less than 10 years old, ask the manufacturer if your TV is “analog-
only.”)

e If you have an analog-only TV with a roof top antenna or “rabbit ears,” you will not be able to watch
most TV stations after September 8, 2008 unless you get a “converter box.”

Converter Box?

e The converter box will attach to your TV and let you go on getting free TV.

e With the converter box you can get a better picture and more channels. The antenna you have should
work with the box.

e You can buy a converter box at a retail store. The boxes will cost $40 to $70.

e You can get two $40 coupons per household from the US Government to help you pay for up to two
boxes. (One coupon per box only. Please note that these coupons will expire 90 days after mailing.)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE DIGITAL TRANSITION

CALL 1-877-DTV-0908 (1-877-388-0908) (voice) or 1-866-644-0908 (TTY)
OR GO TO WWW.DTV.GOV /wilmington

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT CONVERTERS AND COUPONS
CALLL 1-888-388-2009 (voice) or 1-877-530-2634 (TTY) OR GO TO www.dtv2009.gov



http://www.dtv.gov/wilmington
http://www.fcc.gov/fcc-bin/bye?http://www.dtv2009.gov/

