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This issue of C R M will explore the
e ffects and impacts of new tech-
nologies on cultural re s o u rce man-
agement. Why an issue devoted to

new technologies? Isn’t it somewhat contradictory
to think about the past in terms of advances in
telecommunications and computers? After all, we
in cultural re s o u rce management are concern e d
with pre s e rving the past for ourselves and future
generations. However, many professionals are
discovering that pre s e rvation and technology are
not mutually exclusive, but mutually enhancing.
It is one of life’s ironies that technology, which
races forw a rd into an infinite and ephemeral
f u t u re, is proving to be a powerful tool in conserv-
ing and recalling the pre-technological past. In
many ways, technology acts like a Jules Ve rn e -
i n s p i red time machine. 

Technology is an effective and empowering
tool in making the past meaningful to more and
m o re people. And, technology offers exciting possi-
bilities for cultural re s o u rce management:
• Archeological sites are being investigated from

space shuttles and satellites.
• Planners and preservationists are using tech-

nology to model construction alternatives in
historic neighborhoods.

• Visitors are accessing touch-screen databases
to learn more about people and history at Civil
War battlefields around the nation, at the
Women in Military Service for America
Memorial, in the Lower Mississippi Valley,
and right in their own neighborhoods.

• Through virtual reality programming, visitors
can experience the marvels of ancient Rome,
Amiens Cathedral, and the White House. Far
from a diversion, virtual reality is a significant
interpretive tool in helping us understand the
built environment.

• By combining powerful software programs like
GIS and CAD, conservators and museum spe-
cialists can formulate and model interventions
prior to commencing a course of treatment.

• The power of maps has resonated through the
ages—today, digital maps are being used to
inventory, interpret, and preserve historic dis-
tricts and archeological sites.

• The power of the Internet is helping our pro-
fession expand and reach diverse audiences.
On the World Wide Web, people are taking
virtual tours, searching state historic archives,
and investigating heritage tourism.

These are some of the technology-re l a t e d
developments presented here in this thematic issue
of CRM. Cultural re s o u rce management is con-
stantly searching for unique ways to eff e c t i v e l y
solve problems in a perpetually changing enviro n-
ment. Rather than exclude ourselves from re c e n t
advances in communications, multimedia, and
other interpretive technologies, cultural re s o u rc e
p rofessionals must strive to use them in new and
innovative ways. If we accept this summons to
change, we will be better equipped to face the chal-
lenges of pre s e rving the past in the coming millen-
nium and beyond. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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