VI - HYDROLOG C FORECASTS
6-01. Cenera

a. Role of Corps of Engineers. The U S. Army Corps of Engineers does
not nmake any formal hydrol ogic forecasts for Sepul veda Dam Los Angel es River
water quality is also not predicted by the Corps of Engineers or any other
agency.

Despite the lack of formal hydrologic forecasts, the Corps of Engineers
does carefully nonitor the reservoir water surface el evation in Sepul veda
Reservoir, and does notify other agenci es of any significant changes or
antici pated changes.

The Corps of Engineers continues to inprove its nonitoring capabilities,
not only at Sepul veda Dam but in upstream and downstream wat er-sheds. Many
stream and precipitation gauges have been upgraded with event-reporting
telemetry technol ogy. Future plans include placenent of additional even-
reporting gauges to increase drainage area coverage to enabl e inproved
representation of watershed characteristics for roe-casting and nodeling
purposes. The inproved data collection status will eventually be used in a
real-tinme rainfall-runoff nodel to forecast inflowinto the Los Angel es County
Dr ai nage Area reservoirs and downstream control points. It is intended that
these predictions will beconme accurate and reliable enough that they can be
shared with the National Wather Service, Los Angel es County Departnent of
Public Works and other County Flood Control Districts, city and county
enmergency officials, and other, and used as a basis of reservoir systens
operations during the upcom ng years.

The Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District, Meteorologist prepares
special quantitative precipitation forecasts for the Los Angel es River
drai nages and ot her watersheds. These are used in determ ning the potential
for significant runoff into Sepulveda and other reservoirs. Research is
progressing into the direct incorporation of these quantitative precpiptati8on
forecasts into the rain-fall-runoff forecast nodels being devel oped.

b. Role of Oher Agencies. No Agency has any specific forecast
responsibility for water surface elevation in Sepul veda Reservoir or for
di scharges on the Los Angel es River, either upstream or downstream of
Sepul veda Dam About the closest that any forecast or warning would cone to
this mght be a Flash Flood Watch or Flash Fl ood Warning i ssued by the
Nati onal Wather Service for rivers and other watercourses in the San Fernando
Val | ey.

The U.S. Arnmy Corps of Engineers does receive real-tine weather reports
and forecasts, as well as historical weather data, fromthe National Wather
Service, NOAA. This is a acconplished by neans of weather facsimle pictures
and tel etype data and forecasts transmtted by the National Wather Service,
and al so by nmeans of tel ephone comunication with, and visits by the District
Met eorol ogi st to, the National weather Service Forecast O fice, Los Angel es.



Hi storical precipitation data are available fromLos Angel es County
Depart ment of Public Wrks and Ventura County Flood Control District.
Hi storical streanflow data are al so avail able fromthese agencies and fromthe
U S. Geol ogical Survey. These data, while not of use in real tinme, are
important to studies of historical storns and floods, which aid in the
devel opnent and refinenent of conputerized rainfall-runoff forecast nodels.

6-02. Flood Condition Forecasts

Forecasts of flood hydrographs are not currently made. However, routine
eval uation of inflow, observed precipitation, and forecast precipitation
provi des for val uabl e subjective predictions of flood situations (see p. 4-08
and tables 4-08 and 4-09). Using such information, the Reservoir Operation
Center of the Corps can evaluate if an ongoing flood will increase or decrease
over the next 24 hours. See table 5-01 and plate 5-01 for control points in
and near the watershed above Sepul veda Dam

6- 03. Conservation Purpose Forecasts

Since Sepulveda Damis strictly a flood control facility, no forecasts
for the purpose of water conservation, hydropower, fish spawning, or other
such obj ectives are nade.

Only in the event of major inpoundnent at Sepul veda Reservoir, as wel
as simultaneously at other reservoirs affecting the downstream Los Angel es
Ri ver (see Section 4-11), would a forecast of nore than one day be of
i mredi ate significance to the operation of Sepulveda Dam In such a case, the
forecast of another inpending nmajor stormor |ack of such storm m ght
i nfluence the release rate of water from Sepul veda Damin consideration of the
rel ease rates fromall of the other dams in the systemor order to prevent or
m ni m ze downstream danmages
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