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OPERATION OF ALAMO AND PAINTED ROCK DAMS 
DURING THE JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 1993 FLOODS 

 
 
 
 Introduction. 
 
 During the months of January and February 1993, the State of Arizona was hit by a series 
of major storm events which caused widespread flooding, damaged properties and threatened the 
lives of many people.  The Corps of Engineers operates 2 flood control projects in the State, 
namely:  1) Alamo Dam, located on the Bill Williams River Basin, and 2) Painted Rock Dam, 
located on the Gila River Basin.  The Corps operated these two projects, for their authorized 
project purposes which include flood control, as described in the report.  Coordination with 
different government agencies, both local and federal was essential in the operation of the two 
projects. 
 
 The storm events were so severe that new historic maximums were recorded at both 
reservoirs, including a spillway flow at Painted Rock Dam, a first time ever for a Corps' Los 
Angeles District's (LAD) project.  The purpose of this report is to present and document the 
operation of Alamo and Painted Rock Dams and at the same time provide information to the 
LAD's Hydrologic Section in its preparation of the 1993 Flood Damage Report for Arizona. 
 
 


