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BILL WILLIAMS CORRIDOR 
Recreation Use and Access Subcommittee 

. . .  Recommendations 

Introduction: 

The Bid Williams River Conidor Rechation and Access Subcommittee w 
fonned fm the purpose of discussing the Tcenatioaal needs and activities at 
Aivno~mdintheBillWllliamsCorridorladtbcllCCCSSitytopla#iabe 
levels and river flows in Pcrspectivt. Activities on Atamo rnlrr? are quite 
diffamt, both in scope and in kinds of bctivitics, to those oa the Bill Williarru 
R i v a c a n i d o r s o e a c h w i l l b e ~ ~ y .  

Ia tams of userdays, the ownwhelming bulk of m c r a h d  activity at Alamo 
Ukc is fishing fbr largemuth bass. Wbik some shore fishing occurs, the 
maj?nityofthisfishingactivityisdonefrom~powerrdwaoacraft, Must 
of the other activities, ie.  camping, picnicldng, etc. are done in coajunctioa 
with~g(Figure1).  ~ ~ t l y , ~ a t A l a m o L p f p C i s ~ y  
~uponViritorskingab~etolamchtbcitwltaffJtinarzfcand 
convrenient manner. Recnatiou is alto highly dqendent upon the quality of 
the fishery. bake levels need to be maintained in a manner to continue quatiry 
fishing, to aALow for use of boat launching facilities, and k low lewls that 
would inundate the campground and infastrucatre of Alamo Lake State Patk. 

Below the dam, there is light but steady d o n a l  activity that is phsently 
limited due to rau problem. The wide range of lCSICOtonal activities 



range f h m  visiton looking for a wildrnes~ cxpdmcc and a - of 
while hiking, backpacking, or floating through the hvo -, m 
W g ,  fishing, q d  ud Watafowl h ~ h g ,  offhighway I&& M- 
d this use occurs during the more modem dimDtc priodr. S- floaring 
by canoe, kayak, m rubber boat h almost nonCXiSOCIIt due to M t y  in 
getting the waterClZLA to the stream and undependable s t n a m  flm. 

As more private land is acquired by public agencies, rrcnational use of the 
Bill Williams carridor will  steadiIy increase. In comparison to the scope of 
use at Alamo b, it is doubdul that this d o n a l  use will ever be 
contidehd as 'heavym. 

~t lcccsspiob~klowthedYn,btocrahatdunopent ions,  
continue to inhibit rrneational activitia, evea during modaac climate periods 
and times of optimum stream flows. Public access is also limited throughout 
the remainder of the river corridor because crilaing access nwta go ~CTOSS 
private lands. Bowewr, m t  Federal acquisition effortr should improve 
opportunities for legal public access to the ']Bill Wlllivns River corridar in the 
future. 

A. Goal: 

. . 
1. lvhnuze Eihing, boating, and camping #ties at Alamo Lake 

under various warn d t i o n s .  

. . 2. Maxuntze rcQcatid apportUnity along the riparian conidor below 
Alamo Dam by establishing water dease patrrnrs which mimic a more 
"naturalm strwn system. 



n. &sumflions made, and limitations considered, In developing recommendations: 

A. The following assumptions and adtations conccmhg &m 
considcnd: 

4, It is possible for the dam to k operated at the l a k  elevations W in 
the various rrcommendations below. 

B. The following assumptions and bnitatioos cormmbg I#XCation a! Alamo 
IakeWaecoaJidered: 

1. Recreation activib, pvticularly fishing, boating, and camping at the 
StatePark,decnaJeasthehh?~andfirhabLshorriine 
decreases. 

2. Recnation use of the lafoe increases as the Quality of the W g  
experience increases. 

3. Hismidzccnationusepatternswillrrmainthe~ame. Mostusewill 
ocau during the Spring and Fall (FQure 2), on wecl-ends, and most 
State Park visitors camp at least one night. 

4. Higher lake elevations than listed in the body of this repo!t could 
possibly provide more mxcabd opparmnity if the existing facititics 
qn the h k e  WQt modified. 'x'herda~~, the existing facititia could be 
a limiting -. 

C. Thc following assumptions and limitations concaning d o n  ogportunitict 
along the Bill Williams River wen COtlSidard: 



2. The nw wildunrsc areas below the dam wil l  continue to be -4 
to pmidc for prejcrvation of the areas wildarms chanctc~ and 
opportunities for solitude, and primitive and unconfined types of 
rccmtion. Motor vehicles, motorized equipment, bicycles, and hang- - 
gliders are not permitted. 

3. Presuming the Federal acquisition or exchange of State and private land 
in the rim corridor, will occur. The mutation opportunities in the 
area wi l l  change. Legal public access to the river and potential 
development of rrcrration facititierr will promote an inuease in the 
~ofoppo~t iuaudtbeamountof fccnat ionuse in ther i~~~  
conidor. 

4. Rccnation op~0rhmitieS in the Wltdlife M g e  are subject to Refuge 
murd2tes and xqdations. However, wildlif'e viewing, huuting, 
sightseeing, and other recmuion opportunities in the Refuge are 

. 

expected to increase with the improvemeat of ripsrianlwildlife habitat. 

6. WuareleasesfortheBil lWir] iunsRiver~,&vari~\~ 
weatha condition, will result from the product produced by the other 
fubcommittec reports; PrimPrity h m  the fijheries and riparian 



. . .  
A. Purpose: 

Identify desired recreation needs and for Alamo Lake and the 
Bill Wrlliams Riva Corridor and detcrmine water-rrlated (lake lev& 
stream flow) coastraints and opportunities, 

1. Rccammcadation Numbv 1: 
Prescription for opcnrtinq Alnmo Dam that would maJdmirc 
rwradonnl opportunity on the lake and in the Bill WllliPms 
IUtv Corridor (Ogtfmal SeclrPrio). 

a. Alamo h k e  in such a way that both existing boat 
ramps arc within the opbimal opuating range. Operation would 
bebetweal 1,115'aud 1.12S'msL ThiseleMtionllot Only 
n~axi&uthe functionalityofbothboatrampsitalso 
maximh access and appoitunity at other locatioru around the 
m. 

b. Following seasonal inflow, if l a k  elevations reach the 1,144' 
mjl to 1,154' msl releases should k made as fast as .possible 
until the Woe elevation is below 1,144'msi. At these eievations 
thegradconallof t h e r o a d s a n d ~ t a x a i n a n m  
flat for launching boats. Resulting in NO BOAT LAUNCHING 
ACCESS. 

c I f ~ u e s c h e d u l e i n a r # s s o f 3 0 0 c h d O n a l  
oppornmity . . for river f l d g  below the dam would be 
maxunued if the releases incorponte a WCtkcnd. 



Resource Outcome for Recommendation # 1 

. . Bhxmmion of the rccnational appornrnity it Ahno Lake and along the BS 
Williams.River Corridor below Aluno Dam would result imm operating 
Alamo Dam under this recommendation. 

hefits Resulting from Recommendation # 1 

Alamo Lake and River Conidor Below Alamo Dam: 

Thirupcrabd~wouldprwide thcs tab~ty in the  
system that would allow for the development of facilities and 
access in areas off of thepark . . 

In maximiring the r#xcational opportunity and access thae 
would k an inaease in the economy far the area. 

Thi3 operatid pattern would prwide an additional form of 
-011 that bas not been utilized to any great extent at the 
pr#ent time (floating Jrafiiug). 

In promoting an additional mxeathd apportUnity there would 
be m increase in the economy for the aria. 

Impacts RcsuIting from ReCl~mmrnQtion # 1 

Ahmo Lalot and River Conidor Below AlYno Dam: 

2. The increase in recreation may caw problems for the park until 
budget, staff, and facilities are improved to handle the increase 
in rccnation. 



3. Increased recreation may a h  cause an increased i m p n  on the 
fishcries and riparian RSOU~CCS which wiU cause a change h h 
CUKCII~ regulations for the area. 

2. Rccommu~dation Number 2: 
PrescFiption for operating Alvno Dam that wouM be 

for prodding mcreatioual opporhrnity on tbe Iakt 
and on the BiIl WillInnrs River Corridor . 

r OprucAlrmoLLahnrharmnaathubaulaunchingh 
possible. Tben ah three operational elevation windows outside 
of the optimum range which wi l l  provide boat launching 
capabilities. TWO are above tbe optimum and one i s  below the 
optimum. If at dl possible operations at the higher elevations is 
better. 

3) EteMti0113 1,094' msi to 1,115' msl will provide 
b o a t ~ f r o m t b e C h o ~ b o a t r a m p a n d t h c  
main boat ramp wbcn ktween 1,108' msl and 
1'11s' IIUL 

b. Fol lowingseasonal inf l0~ , i f~e leMti01~~the1 ,144'  
msl to 1,154' msl rrlurses should be made as fbt as possible 
until tbe lakc elevaton u below 1,144' mst. At these elevations 
the grade on dl of the roads and surrounding tenain are too 
flat for lamding boats. Resulting in NO BOAT LAUNCHING 
ACCESS. 

c. Xfreleasuarcscheduleinat~of300cfsncnational 
opportunity for river floating below the darn would be 
maximized if the nleases incorporate a week-end. 



Resource Outcome for Recommendation # 2 

hmational opportuni~ would mnab~ at the mrcnt levels for h o  hh 
md the Bii.Williams River Corridor below Alamo Dam. 

Eenefits Resulting from Reconamendation # 2 

Alamo Lake and River Carridor Below Alamo Dam. 

Tbisapaatiollllpatternwouldprovidethestabitityinthe 
system that would allow fos long term planning of park 
ticiritiu. 

This ~~ would provide the stability in the 
system thpt would aUow for the development of facilities and 
accessinareasoffofthepark.. 

Recreatiorul apporarnity and access thar would remain the 
same as it is at the present time which would stabidbe the 
economy 'for the area at the pnsart level. 

The public would be assured ofbeing ableto launch their boats 
allyeatrwnd. 

This operational pattern would provide an additional form of 
rrcreation that has not been utili#d to any gnat exmt at the 
pxesa~t time (floating /ding). 

In promoting an additional rccnatiOnal opportunity there would 
be an incnasc in the economy for the area. 

Ahrrrn Ute  and River Conridar Below Alamo Dam: 

1. T h e r e n y y b t a p o ~ c n t i a l f o r a n ~ i n h u m a n i m p a ~ t s t o  
the different amas. 

in d o n .  



r I fpanible ,oprrPcALmokhinrusha~aWoncnmp 
is functional during the two high use periods of the year. 

spiing * =, A@, my 
Fall - September, Octokr, Novemks 

The clevatioa fix the montlu involved with tbe high use perictd~ 
would be any elevation > 1,094' msl. If it isn't at least at that 
elevation none of the pnscntly existing ramps arc functional. 

b. If release are schedule in excess of 300 ds d o n a l  
oppormity br river tloating below the dam would k . . maxlmtzed if the rdma incorponte a week-end. 

Rcsaurce Outcome for Recommendation # 3 

RHVntC R e d t h g  &om Recommendation 1 3 

~ L a k e a n d R i v e r C o r r i d o r B e l o w ~ D a m :  

1. NONE !! 



IV. Information Needs and Deficiencies: 

~*Ibc anvx of the discussions wal nadr and deficiencies wac brought out. 
'This list i s  as fo~owrs.: 

A. A t h e p r r r c n t ( i m c ~ h ' t ~ y ~ a n ~ o n a l u a g e o f U u t  
area below Alamo Dam or the other portions of the Bii W m  River 
Conidor. This infonnation is desirrd for fannulating d o m l  pluu 
fix the area in the &re. Data a d d  include idormation on 
d o n  types and levels of use; access points and maks of acccss; 
nncation time and hquency. Lacations of particular in- include 
the area below the dam, Rawbides Mountain and Swaasea W m  
Anu; Lincoln and Plane Ranches; the El Pua pipdiae; d the BiU 
WillinmsRefbge. 'Ibeffect~ftheroldcl~~~ltintbeWildlifeRefugc 
o a r d o n i s r l s o u n l c n o w n .  

B. Information needs to be compiled fix exploring ways to provide boat 
hunching ficiiitia between the 1,144' msl to 1,154' msl dentioa. 

V. Issues, Concern, and Opportunities Regadhg Water Management for 
Recreations: 

A. If an operation elevazion is chosen betwear 1,144' msl lrsd 1,154' msl 
an additional boat launching hdiv would be nquirsd. The location 
and temin around the existing launch ramps wiilpotlllow for 
modifications. 

8. Inundation of the sewage Eacilities will occv if the lake elcvatim 
rrrhes 1,214' msl. 

D. Continual lake level fluctuations are bad fbr the appearana of the 
I&. This will incnase dre size of the 'bath tub ring' which in ntrn 
degrades the visual esthetics of the rCCICational rawrcu. 



E. If releases arc required, large releases wer a short duration an better. 
type of release will reduce the amount of shoreline erosion and 

maintenance of the existing boat ramps. 

F. ~ l d o n  of existing fisilities should not dictate where the ideal 
opaating eievations is. If an elevation h selected that is in conflict 
with the existing facilities the existing hditks can be changed or evtzl 
rclocaoedifnec#sary. 

H. Explore the postib'ity of modifications to the bulkhead gate so it can 
be insfall4 or removed mechanically, without the use of divers and a 
craae. Tbiscould~thtdowntinrerrdcostfordaminspectio~ 
and mainttnance. 

L Scheduledamiaspectioaswben&elakeeleMtioasis&wn to 
climibltetheQecdtom4htrcleascstoatbisolcpurposeof~gan 
inspection. TI& should be done am i s  it bpmr't been 5 ywrs since the 
last inspccticm. 
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DAM OPERATION SUMMARY 
[ Recreation and Access Oriented ] 

OPTIMAL 
OPERATIONS 

-- 

1,115' to 1,125' msl 
Main & cholla 
Runpareatthe 

optimum. 

IfrrlezuesaIe> 
than 300 cfS , 
1-1- 
ad into the release 
paiod* 

ACCEPTABLE I ADVERSE 
OPERATIONS OPERATIONS 

1,154' to 1,178' msl If possible, > 
Dirt ramp is 1,094' msl during 

f u n c t i d  high use periods. 




