
 
 
 

INSS Senior Staff Biography 

Ambassador Robert B. Oakley is a Distinguished 
Research Fellow in the INSS Research 
Directorate. Amb. Oakley retired from the 
Department of State in 1991 after 34 years of 
diplomatic service. His positions included 
Ambassador to Pakistan, Zaire, and Somalia; 
Coordinator for Counterterrism; Assistant to 
President for Middle East and South Asia on 
National Security Council staff and Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia Affairs. 
Ambassador Oakley subsequently served 
President Bush (Sr.) and President Clinton as 
Special Envoy to Somalia. 
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