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Joseph McMillan is a senior research fellow at 
the National Defense University's Institute for 
National Strategic Studies, focusing on issues 
related to terrorism, the greater Middle East, and 
South Asia. He has been associated with NDU 
since August 2001, first as a visiting research 
fellow at INSS and later as academic chairman of 
the Near East-South Asia Center for Strategic 
Studies.  

Prior to joining NDU, Mr. McMillan served in a 
series of civilian positions in the Department of 
Defense, beginning in 1978 as a program analyst 
in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations and 
including assignments in the Defense Logistics 
Agency, the Defense Security Assistance 
Agency, and the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. He has more than 15 years of 
experience dealing with regional defense and 
security issues affecting the Persian Gulf, Levant, 
South Asia, North Africa, and the former Soviet 
Union. In 1997 he was named Principal Director 
for Russia, Ukraine, and Eurasia in the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense. The following year he 
was promoted to the Senior Executive Service 
and appointed Principal Director for Near Eastern 
and South Asian Affairs. 

Mr. McMillan holds a B.A. in political science from 
the University of Alabama, did his graduate work 
at Vanderbilt University, and is a 1992 
distinguished graduate of the National War 
College. He was a career member of the Senior 
Executive Service and the recipient of the 
Defense Meritorious Civilian Service Medal with 
Bronze Palm and the Defense Exceptional 
Civilian Service Medal. He has published a 
number of articles and book chapters on foreign 
and security affairs. 
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