
IDENTIFICATION DEVICES WITH THE ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS (AIN) AND 
OTHER OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION 

OCTOBER 15, 2008 
 

 

DEVICE TYPE: EARTAGS 

Basic requirements/characteristics of AIN tags 
• AIN tags are designed for one time use (tamper evident) 
 
• AIN tags are Imprinted 

with:  
 AIN (15 digit number starting with 840)  

  US Shield  

  Unlawful to Remove 
 

 

  Manufacturers Logo or Trademark (printed or impression of)  
 
• The de facto standard for some species is a visual eartag.  For these species, eartags with radio frequency 

identification technology may be incased in the visual tag when the above printing criteria is met.  Such technology 
is considered supplemental identification (the visual tag remains the animal’s official identifier). Tags with RFID 
technology (referred to as AIN RF tags) must have all 15 digits of the AIN printed on the tag pieces that contains the 
transponder. 

 
• AIN RF tags must have the AIN imprinted on the tag piece with the transponder. The US Shield and text, “Unlawful 

to Remove” must be printed on the other piece (most commonly the male tag). Imprinting the AIN on the male tag 
is optional.  In such cases, the tag set is packaged in containers or trays to keep the front and back tag piece 
together as a pair before being applied. 

 
• AIN RF tags attach to the animal’s left ear according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
 

How to obtain and use AIN tags? 
Producers must have a Premises Identification Number (PIN) in order to obtain AIN tags. Only AIN tag manager and resellers are 
authorized to provide devices to producers.  Contact the AIN manufacturer for information on their AIN tag managers in your area.  

 
Note: Producers should not transfer or make available tags they have purchased to other producers, because all AIN tags they have 
purchased are recorded and linked to their PIN on the AIN Management System. 
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