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COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Good
evening. We're delighted to have
y'all here tonight. |It's a great
opportunity for us, a great
opportunity for all of you. And
believe M. Cavezza is here? Yes?
He was. He's here. Sir, please.

MR, CARMEN CAVEZZA: |'m Carnmen
Cavezza. |'mthe city nmanager for
Col umbus Consol i dated Covernment. |
just wanted to on behal f of the nayor
and the counsel and a | ot of very
concerned citizens thank the Corps
for holding this here tonight.

We're happy to be the host city
for this. And for all of you who
have cone to participate, welcone,
hope you stay in our city for
awhi | e.

As we speak, we've got a
cerenony along the river lighting up
all our Christmas lights. And you're
going to hear froma |ot of people on
how i nportant the river is to

Col umbus, Ceorgia. So we're happy to
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have you all here tonight.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you,
sir. W're delighted to be back
here. It's been a long tinme since
have been in Colunmbus. It's kind of
nice to be back. The last time | was
here was about 15-and-a-half years
ago. | was a captain.

| came over to see an old boss
of mine get pronoted to colonel. MW
wife and | | ooked at himand thought,
God, he's old. Either colonels are
getting younger, or |I'mgetting
older. It appears probably the
latter.

But it's great to be back here.
I"d like to -- first, |I'm Col onel Bob
Keyser. |I'mthe district engineer in
Mobi l e district.

Qur area of responsibility
enconpasses the ACF Basin. It runs
all the way across through
M ssi ssi ppi and al so extends all the
way down through Central and South

Aneri ca.
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And we do "m|-con" throughout
-- mlitary construction throughout
Fl ori da, Al abama, M ssissippi, and
Tennessee. W've got a pretty |ong
reach. We stay pretty busy.

What | have | earned over the
first 16 nonths that | have been in
conmand -- | have been traveling the
roads a lot trying to find out what's
going on out within the district
ar ea.

And | have net a lot of folks,
particularly in the ACF Basin | had
the chance to talk to them probably
too much traveling. | think this is
my 192nd day on the road this year.

I walk in the door, and ny
seven-year old says, you know, you
| ook just like the guy in the
picture. Probably a little too much
traveling. |1'mhoping I'mgoing to
cut that back a bit.

And this is one of the vehicles
I want to do that through. What |I'm

hopi ng we can do tonight is instead
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of me picking up little nuggets as |
make the rounds, let everybody cone
to one place and say this is what we
need.

So this is a pretty inportant
nmeeting, fromny perspective, because
this will help me in determ ning how
I handl e the water resources of the
ACF Basi n.

First 1'd like to recognize the
folks that | have got here with ne.
Hi di ng out towards the back in the
roomthere | have got Wnne Fuller
He's ny chief of operations.

| have got Curtis Flakes, he's
my chi ef of planning; Roger Burke,
hi s assistant over here. | have got
Pat Robbins, ny chief of staff, ny
public affairs officer, ny
| egislative affairs, chief cook
bottl e washer, and everything el se.

We've al so got a nunber of our
resource nmanagers. Eddie Sosebee is
here from West Point, Buck Earnest is

here from down at Walter F. George, |
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think Pat Taylor fromup at Lake
Lani er, Les Bruce from down at
Semi nol e.

And probably the npst inportant
i ndividual fromall of your interests
over here is Menphis Vaughan.
Menphis is the chief of our water
management branch.

He's the guy who nakes the
deci si ons on how do you turn the
knobs at the dams to decide how nuch
water we're sending on down the ACF
system

And he's maki ng those
deci sions. That based on the input
that we give him based on known
needs, what's happening as far as
rainfall as it flows into the system

What |'m hoping to find out a
little better tonight is what are
t hose known needs. Because every
time, as | nentioned, when | go out
on the road, | pick up a few nore of
those needs. So Menphis is a very

i mportant player.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

We've al so got a nunber of -- a
nunber of fol ks here representing
congressnmen and senators fromthe
three-state area, and I would ask if
they woul d pl ease stand. Thanks for
bei ng here. W appreciate your
i nterest.

We've al so got sone fol ks here
-- representing all three states
with interest in what are the
requi renents that are out there. |
do need to kind of |evel the playing
field here.

This is not about the water
conpacts. | amthe federal advisor
to the federal conm ssioner for the
wat er conmpacts. This neeting is not
about that.

That's between the three states,
for themto negotiate what the needs
are and how the water should be
al | ocated based on those states
requi renents.

What this neeting is all about

is until there is a conpact, |'m
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responsi bl e for ensuring the
al l ocation of the water resources in
t he ACF.

And | have got a certain anmount
of discretion in how | exercise that
wat er management. | use that
di scretion in helping to advise
Menphi s in how nuch water do we
rel ease and when do we release it.

So, again, this has nothing to
do with the water conpacts. This is
all for the use of the Corps of
Engi neers to deternmi ne how | can
utilize my discretion in water
managenment within the ACF Basin.

I was up in Washington
yest erday, spoke with Genera
Giffin, several others, the chief.
They were all wondering if | was
crazy for trying to do this.

Qbvi ously, water allocation on
the ACF Basin has been a pretty hot
topic. It's been -- being negotiated
and worked on for eleven-to-twelve

years.

10
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So as | drove up this way this
norning, | said a whole |ot of
prayers, hoping that we would get it
right. And | thought about a little
phrase: Seek to understand first.

And what |'m hoping tonight is
going to be all about is the Corps of
Engi neers understanding a little
better what some of the needs are out
there, and also for all of you to
under stand what all of those needs
are.

One of the nost wonderful things
that | have found in ny travels was
the nunber of tinmes that folks said,
well, I know | need this, but
didn't know that he needed that, and
he's got a bona fide need for it.

So part of this is education for
the corps, part of this is education
for all of you so that everybody
under stands where all the conpeting
needs are.

I'"m sure you all have heard

before the seven purposes to the ACF

11



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

system seven authorized purposes:
navi gati on, hydropower, fish and
wildlife, flood control, recreation,
wat er supply, water quality.

And | daresay that everybody in
this roomhas got a claimto the
water in the ACF system for one of
t hose purposes.

My job is to balance all those
seven purposes and the needs of
everybody that's in this room
realizing a lot of those are
conpeting interests a | ot of tines.

Sonetinmes, | can't waiver on
neeti ng sonmebody's requirenent,
sometines | do have a little bit of
di scretion.

The other thing that | have
found as | made the rounds is a | ot
of folks look at this as fix my
probl em exclusively. Well, if | |ook
at the nultiple problens
simul taneously, there's a little
synergy to be had there.

The water that's needed to flood

12
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Apal achicola Bay is the sanme water
that may be needed to support a fish
spawn in the | ower Apal achicola
River. It could be. It depends on
the timng.

Until | know when that's needed,
it's awful tough for ne to make that
call the right way. Oh, by the way,
that same water nmight be needed to
nmove traffic along the -- on the
Apal achi cola and Flint Rivers.

And by timng all that out at
the sanme tine, | could potentially
elimnate even a dredge because | put
enough water down there so the
navi gation fol ks can do what they
need to do.

And | can get enough water down
there to flush the bay and bring the
nutrients in and nake that ecosystem
work and still support the spawn in
t he backwaters of the Apal achicola
Ri ver.

But until | get all those

requirenents laid on the table at

13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

once, it's awful tough for nme to get
that right. So ny intent tonight is
to be sure that I know what all the
requi renents are

Again, this is a requirenents
nmeeting. This isn't a debate. This
isn"t a forumfor folks to cone in
and tell me why | don't |like what you
want, because that's not what we're
here for.

VWat we're here for is to hear
about what the requirenents are, what
do people need water for. So what
"Il ask you to do -- and | realize
that some of you have put together
sonme presentations, sone letters, and
Pat has col |l ected those up, and we'l
get a chance to take a | ook at those
when we get back to the district.

What |'m asking for each of --
asking for fromeach of you is I'd
like to give you five mnutes. Cone
up and tell us what your requirenents
are, what your wants are, what your

needs are, what your m ninmum

14
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requi renents are. Focus on what
you're after; okay?

Again, this is not a debate.
We're not here to criticize what
sonmebody el se has cone up and said
this is what nmy requirenent is. |If
we get to that, 1'Il shut the m ke
off and 1'Il ask you to step back

We're not here to debate, we're
not here to argue, we're not here to
criticize anybody else. I'mhere to
get some input.

So we're going to hear what
everybody has got to say and ask you
to hold it down to no nore than five
m nutes so that we're out of here
soneti nme before m dnight.

But we're going to stay until |
get a chance to talk to anybody that
needs to talk to ne. Now, if you' ve
got concerns with sonething that was
said, you can see ne afterwards one
on one, or you can see one of ny
staff one on one afterwards.

But this isn't a forumto cone

15
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up and debate why | don't |ike what
somebody el se tal ked about; okay?
Those are the ground rules.

And with that, we're going to go
ahead -- I'mgoing to run down the
list of the folks that indicated
they'd like to come up and speak
Pl ease cone on up to the m ke.

Again, we'll give you five ninutes.
First on the list is Bob Swint. Bob
the floor is yours.

MR. BOB SWNT: M nane is Bob
Swi nt .

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Let me stop
you one second.

MR BOB SWNT: Okay.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: W have a
court reporter here, so what you
bring in, we'll ensure that we've got
everyt hing captured accurately. That
was the sol e purpose of bringing her
in here was so that we were sure that
we got the data right when you
brought it in. So, thanks.

MR. PAT ROBBINS: W would Iike

16
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to rem nd everybody because we do
have a court reporter, as you did,
sir, when you step to the m ke, just
pl ease announce your nane. |If you
want to announce who you are
affiliated with, that's fine, as
wel |, so she can capture that data
Thank you.

MR, BOB SWNT: M nane is Bob
Swint. And as environmenta
supervi sor, | represent Mead-Westvaco
Coat ed Board.

Mead- West vaco Coat ed Board now
manuf act ures coat ed unbl eached kraft
paper board known as Coat ed Natura
Kraft, for use in beverage packagi ng
and fol ding cartons.

Custoners include folding carton
manuf acturers in North America and
Eur ope, and Mead- Westvaco packagi ng's
wor | dwi de bever age packagi ng
busi ness.

Mead- West vaco Coat ed Board,
based in Phenix City, Al abang,

operates two paper machines at its

17
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Mahrt MI1 in Cottonton, Al abana.

These machi nes produce one
mllion-plus tons of coated
paper board per year. In addition,
Mead- West vaco has di nension | unber
mlls and chip nmills located in
Greenville, Ceorgia and Cottonton
Al abana.

Mead- West vaco Coat ed Board
directly enpl oys approxi mtely 1300
people in Al abana and Georgia. The
econom ¢ i npact of the conpany on the
two states is summarized in a study
prepared by Mac R Hol nes, Ph.D.
research professor of econom cs and
busi ness at Troy State University. A
copy of the study is included with
the hard copy of this statenent.

The Mahrt MIIl, which is |ocated
25 miles south of Columbus on the
Chat t ahoochee River, wi thdraws
approximately 25 mllion gallons of
water fromthe river per day.

O this, 23 million gallons per

day is used in the manufacturing

18



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

process, then treated and returned to
the river.

The remaining two mllion
gal l ons per day is used only for
cooling and is returned directly to
the river after passing through a
cool i ng pond.

In order to minimze water
usage, the facility utilizes process
wat er recycling and cooling towers.

In essence, there's no
consunptive use. In other words, the
water that is withdrawn fromthe
river is returned to the river.

The Mahrt M || operates on an
NPDES permt, a water quality based
permt tied directly to instantaneous
wat er flow and water quality;

t heref ore, sustained instantaneous
mnimumflow is essential to its
operation.

The bi ol ogi cal oxygen denand
limts in the pernit are seasonal
Mahrt's treatnent plant has 30 days

of hol ding pond capacity for hol ding

19
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treated effluent during periods of
drought and low river flow
condi tions.

The Mahrt facility is also
i mpacted by the operation of the
reservoirs on the Chattahoochee
River. One, hours of hydropower
generation directly inpact the mll's
ability to discharge, especially
during periods of low river flow

Two, a minimmlevel of 185 feet
above MSL nust be sustained in order
to maintain punp suction at the
mll's water intake structure.

Nunmber 3, the mininumriver flow
is required in order to discharge
treated effluent.

Four, the minimumriver flowis
required in order to nmintain the
wat er quality standard of five
mlligrams of dissolved oxygen

I n conclusion, maintaining
adequate river |level for water supply
and nai ntai ni ng adequate river flow

for assimlative capacity and water

20
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quality on the Chattahoochee River
are essential to the operation of
Mead- West vaco's Mahrt M.

The river flows nust be
mai nt ai ned at or above the m ni nuns
proposed by the group of Mddle
Chat t ahoochee water users. Thank
you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Next up M. Alan MNair.

MR. ALAN McNAIR:  Alan McNair
for aulf County. I'mwth the
Economi ¢ Devel opnent Commi ssi on
Counci | .

And | cone here not with really
a request, but an offer to the Corps
of Engineers fromthe Gulf County
Board of County -- Gulf County Board
of County Comnmi ssioners is offering
to provide a pernmanent site along the
river, or sites, to be used by the
Corps of Engineers for the dredge of
river sand, and we know that --
whether it is ongoing or it is

restoration or whether it is sinply

21
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nmovi ng sand -- the sand that has been
accunul at ed.

This letter is in witing. |
have given it to M. Robbins.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you
very rmuch.

MR. ALAN McNAIR:  You're
wel cone.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: M. Sidney
Cudebec.

MR. SIDNEY CUDEBEC. 1'Il pass.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Okay.
James Townsend.

MR. JAMES TOMNSEND: Good
evening. |'mJim Townsend, Port St.
Joe, tug boat operator, contractor
"Il try to summarize ny little note
here.

I have cone here tonight to
request you to try to keep the
channel open for navigation, pure and
si nmpl e.

I'"ma marine contractor in St.
Joe. And | regularly work up and

down the river as nmuch as possible,

22



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

but nore often than that, | turn down
jobs on the river and in the upper

| akes because you can't get there.

" msure you' ve heard enough about

t hat .

But | understand the drought
probl ems, probably better than nost.

I did a job on the I-10 bridge just
recently -- well, it was July -- and
| got through the project, but the
river wasn't ready for ne to | eave
so | stayed until last nmonth, two
weeks ago.

It's pretty tough on the
busi ness, but | understand drought.
You know, it happens. And, frankly,
you guys have done a great job.

Terry Jangula's office actually
called ny office and told ne when the
river level was rising. It was a big
job, and I want to thank y'all for
that. The drought's going to end,
hope.

And the folks -- you fol ks,

you're allowed to maintain the ACF

23
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At your levels that you have done,
you' ve done a commendabl e job. You
-- | understand that you've run the
river since about -- since the
1800s.

| hear a lot of talk from people
about what you do right or what you
do wrong, but the preservationists
woul d tell you, you know, just
preserve the levels. | couldn't
agree with themnore. 1'd like to
preserve it.

Keep the river up. You' ve done
a good job. If the drought ends,
we've got no problens. But if you
can open opportunities for me as a
contractor, like if you want to fl ood
the bay and hel p the portion down in
Apal achicola, | can conme and go. Any
duration that | can depend on will
assist in that effort, and
appreciate it. That's about it.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: How nuch
draft do you need?

MR. JAMES TOANSEND: Six foot.

24
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COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Ckay.
Thank you.
MR. JAMES TOANSEND: Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: John

Pritchett.
MR JOHN PRI TCHETT: |'m John
Pritchett. | serve on the Sout hwest

Geor gi a Economi ¢ Devel opnent
Aut hority and al so the Quitman County
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Aut hority.

And | serve a region of Georgia
that is economically depressed with
few resources that we can use to help
the people that live in that area
with jobs.

It won't take ne but about two
mnutes to tell you |l would like to
see us keep that channel open and
keep the system a viable system not
only for barges, but fromthe
recreational travel that we see cone
and go on the river.

I know that you know how nuch
comes up and down the river. But |

also live on the river, and | see

25
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those fol ks as they cone and go. And
I just want to speak on behal f of
keepi ng the AFC open as a

navi gati onal channel. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: David

Dockery.
MR. DAVID DOCKERY: Hello. |I'm
Davi d Dockery. |I'mwth the City of

Gainesville Public Uilities
Department. Gainesville is probably
the largest nunicipality in northeast
Georgia. W're directly on the
eastern shore of Lake Sidney Lanier
As a utility, we serve about
36, 000 wat er accounts, approxinmately
a hundred thousand popul ation
served. W al so provi de wast ewat er
treatnment for about 6,000 accounts.
I"mjust here today to present
some of our projected nunbers on the
wat er withdrawal that we'll be
needi ng from Lake Sidney Lanier for
the next few years.
We're currently using an average

of about 20 million gallons per day,
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with a peaking factor of 26 million
gal l ons per day. Right now we're
returning 8.6 mllion gallons per day
back to Lake Sidney Lanier
Projections indicate that by the
year 2010, we'll average 29.5 mllion

gal l ons per day withdrawal, with a

peak of 21 -- I'msorry, 41.3. W'l
be returning 15 mllion gallons per
day.

By the year 2015, we'll be using
37.7 million gallons per day, with a
peak of -- that's the average -- with
a peak of 52.8. We'Ill be returning
18.5 MGD to the Chattahoochee.

By 2020, we project that we will
be using 42.2 mllion gallons per day
average, with a peak of 67.5. W'l
be returning 22 mllion gallons per
day.

We woul d urge the Corps to
consi der the needs of those entities
that use Lake Sidney Lanier as a
dri nki ng water source. W appreciate

this opportunity to make a coment

27
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and thank you for considering the
City of Gainesville's needs.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Billy Houston.

MR, BILLY HOUSTON. My nane is
Billy V. Houston. M position is
di rector of devel opment for the
Euf aul a/ Bar bour County Chanber of
Commerce. And, today, Roy Crow and
are representing also Mayor Jay Jaxon
of the City of Eufaula.

| appreciate this opportunity
that the Corps of Engineers is giving
to address the trenendous inpact that
the Walter F. George Reservoir, Lake
Euf aul a, has on the econony of
Euf aul a/ Bar bour County, and the
sout heastern part of Al abans.

The Walter F. George Reservoir
Lake Eufaula, was originally created
by the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1946,
whi ch was a vision of many
outstandi ng | eaders of that tine.

The project begin in 1962 and

was conpleted in the late "60s to
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early '70s. The vision of these
| eaders was rewarded as this new
wat erway created a new econonmic
stimulus around the | ake area.

The creation of |ake shore
property stimul ated property sales
al ong the | ake and the devel opnment of
new subdi vi sions within close
proximty of the |ake.

This has resulted in mllions of
dollars being invested in rea
estate, and the property val ues of
our region are high because of this
| ake property.

Any change in the |ake flow,
channel direction, or depth could
have serious consequences to the
hundreds of people that have invested
in this property.

The creation of the Walter F.
George Reservoir, Lake Eufaula, has
al so created a new recreation area
for over 558,760 people who live
within 50 miles of the |ake.

This has a very positive effect
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for the region's econony, and the
dependency of this business is
extremely inportant for the economc
future of Eufaul a/Barbour County.
This is substantiated by
Eufaul a's conpletion of Eufaula's
2020 Strategic Plan for 15-to-20
years.
Pl ease revi ew on Page 6 and 7 of
the 2020 docunent under Strategic
| ssues, Nunber 3, Building a
Sust ai nabl e Econony, Tourism
Eufaula will be a tourist
destination within the state and the
region. Tourism including heritage
touri sm and nature-based tourism and
the recreational tourism wll be a
maj or econom ¢ devel opnent focus.
Goal Nunber 1: Protect,
preserve, and sustain Eufaula's
natural resources with particul ar
enphasis and attention on the
comunity's greatest natural
resource, Lake Chattahoochee -- Lake

Euf aul a, the Chattahoochee River.
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Goal Nunber 2: Maxinm ze Lake
Eufaul a's potential as a tourist
attraction, job creator, and revenue
pr oducer.

Anot her indicator of the
i mportance of the |ake as an econom c
stimulus for the area is the usage of
the lake facilities.

These statistics are fromthe
Corps of Engineers' 1999 web site
Value to the Nation with focus
strictly on the use of the Walter F.
Ceorge Reservoir, Lake Eufaul a.

Annual Iy, 2,649,000 peopl e use
boating on the | ake. There are 29
boat ranps, four active marinas,
whi ch have 512 marina slips.

Col unbus, Ceorgia and the town of
Georgetown are pl anni ng new nari nas.

Canpi ng annual ly was 57,747 in
673 canp sites. Fishing annually,
two mllion people. And Lake Eufaul a
is known nationally as the bass
capital of the world.

Lake Eufaul a hosts nunerous
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prof essi onal and amateur fishing
tour nanent s t hroughout the year

Fi shing tournaments in 2002 had an
econom ¢ inpact of well over 3.5
mllion dollars in the |oca
econony.

Si ght - seei ng, 1,126,000 peopl e;
pi cni cking, 1,324,000 people. This
is, thus, a total of over six nmillion
peopl e that use the |ake annually.
This is big business.

The devel opnment of the | ake has
given rise to manufacturing concerns
and their investing capital in our
area, creating jobs for over a
t housand peopl e.

Some of these conpani es mandat e
-- manufacturing conpani es fishing
-- manufacture fishing lures,
Techsonic Industries with its fanous
i nes of Hummi ngbird depth finders,
dept h sounders, and gui dance systens
for sport fishing.

Tom Mann's Fish Wrld and

Sout hern Plastics are engaged in the
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manuf acturing of fishing lures and
baits. There are many small bait and
tackl e shops all around the reservoir
whose |ivelihood depends on the draw
of the | ake.

| am constantly selling our
area, and | strongly believe that due
to the increase in transportation
cost that barge transportation,
assumng the river's availability,
will have a future in our economc
gr owt h.

I know Janmes McG || of Phenix
City and | have been in contact with
t he Al abama Docks Aut hority about
this possibility of the use of dock
facilities in both of our areas.

Lakepoi nt Resort State Park is a
| eading tourist attraction in our
comunity. Wth its convention
center and notel accommpdati ons,
marina service with 172 slips, and
best canping facilities around, and a
conpetitive 18-hole golf course, it

draws the tourist and business
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convention and neeting trade. Plus
it's the headquarters for the popul ar
Al abama Bass Trail

In 2003, it is scheduled for a
14-mllion dollar renovation by the
State of Alabama. This park al so
draws heavily fromthe Atlanta area
which gives us mllions of
opportunities of future potentia
peopl e on the | ake.

Thus, this val uable asset,
Lakepoi nt State Park, needs the
current river channel and fl ow.

Ot her regional lodging facilities
receive a considerable portion of
that fromvisitors to Lake Eufaul a.

I ncl udi ng Lake Point, there are
over 500 roons in the Eufaula area,
and they generated over four mllion
dollars in gross revenue in 2002 with
366, 000 collected in |odging tax by
the City of Eufaula.

Yes, the Walter F. George
Reservoir, Lake Eufaula, has been a

maj or benefactor of the
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Euf aul a/ Bar bour County past econony,
and it plays a trenmendous part in our
present econony, and is a strategic
part in our future econonmy. Thank
you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Roy Cr ow.

MR. ROY CRON |'m Roy Crow from
Eufaul a, Al abama. M purpose this
evening is to express ny concern
concerning the proposal to cease
dredgi ng on the river.

As the previous presenter just
said, the City of Eufaula recently
conpl eted a 20-year strategic plan.
And | served as chairman of the
pl anni ng group responsi ble for
preparing the econonic devel opnent
portion of that plan.

Lake Eufaula is currently a
vi abl e part and vital part of our
| ocal econony. CQur 20-year plan, as
previously was stated, it's Nunber 1
goal is to protect, preserve, and

sustai n Eufaul a's greatest natural
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resource, Lake Eufaula, Walter F
Ceor ge.

Mai nt ai ni ng a navi gat abl e
channel from Lake Eufaula to
Apal achicola Bay is critical, we
think, in maintaining this plan.

| have a letter fromthe City of
Euf aul a' s Mayor Jay Jaxon in which he
speaks to and gives information
concerni ng sone of the econom c data
which I'll present to you, and thank
you for this opportunity.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Billy Beasley.

MR. BILLY BEASLEY: |I'mBilly
Beasley. |'ma state representative
for the State of Al abama. |
represent Barbour County and Russel
County and part of Bulloch County.

I won't reiterate what's already
been said, but | just want to stand
in support of Mead Corporation and
their natural resources for
enpl oynment in Russell County and al so

to support the efforts of the City of
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Euf aul a and Lake Eufaula and Walter
F. George and Lakepoi nt and Bar bour
County.

It's essential for the econom es
of both of our counties. And the
constant water flow that is needed on
t he Chattahoochee will benefit all of
us. Thank you, very nuch.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you,
sir. Bob Kent. Bob Kent?

MR. BOB KERR: Is that Bobby

Kerr?

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: |'m sorry.
Bob Kerr. | should have brought ny
gl asses.

MR, BOB KERR: I'Il1 vyield.
Thanks.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Billy
Tur ner.

MR, BILLY TURNER |I'mBilly
Turner, president of Colunbus Water
Wor ks, which is the operating agency
for the Col unbus Board of Water
Commi ssi oners, the hundred year old

executive departnment of the Col unbus,
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Muscogee County Gover nnent.

Col umbus Water Works' specific
responsibilities is the provision of
wat er and wastewater services for our
community.

Qur award wi nning system serves
all of Col unbus, Miscogee County;
and, in addition, we have contracts.
We serve Harris and Tal bot County in
Georgia and Phenix City in Al abana.

These broad water and wastewater
responsibilities extend our interests
beyond our intake and di scharge
points to the whol e of the watershed
and to the education of the public in
all matters related to water
envi ronnment .

Let me be nore specific. CQur
water intake is |ocated on Lake
Eufaula -- Lake Oiver, a reservoir
currently going through relicensing
by the Georgi a Power Conpany under
the Federal Energy Regul atory
Conmi ssi on processes.

Col umbus Water Works and Georgia
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Power recently settled out of court a
| egal action concerning our water
withdrawals. This is after it was
heard in the federal court but before
it was heard -- where it had been
remanded to the state court.

Thi s agreement allows Col unbus
Water Works to withdraw any anount of
wat er and provides for a nom nal
paynment to Georgia Power for each
mllion gallons of water withdrawn
above an annual average usage of 45
mllion gallons a day.

Currently, Colunbus Water Works
hol ds a Georgia Departnment of Natura
Resources water withdrawal permt of
90 mllion gallons a day.

In way of conparison, 90 mllion
gallons a day is |less than two
percent of the average annual daily
flow of the river at Col unmbus, which
i s about 7300 CFS.

And it's less than 20 percent of
t he instantaneous mini num of 800 CFS

rel eased at Lake A iver Dam
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Turning to wastewater, Colunbus
Wat er Works operates three nationa
pol I ution di scharge elim nation
system NPDES, permtted facilities.

These are the Uptown Park and
Sout h Comrmpns wat er resource
facilities for the treatnment of
conbi ned sewer overflows and the
sout h Col unmbus wat er resources
facility for treatnent of wastewater
fromthe area

The NPDES pernits for these
wastewater facilities are total
maxi rum dai |l y | oad based permts
whi ch depends on the | evel of the
river flow maintained.

Current flow, supported by
Georgi a Power Conpany operations, is
a mninmum average daily level of 1160
CFS.

To my know edge, this was the
first TMDL based pernmit in Georgia
and one of the early ones in the
nation. This was nmade possible by

t he conprehensi ve wat ershed study
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undert aken under Col unbus Water

Wor ks' | eadership, with participation
of USEPA, Georgia Environnental
Protection Division, Al abam

Depart ment of Environnental
Management, Georgi a Power Conpany,
and Mead- Westvaco, with numerous
public partners.

And we have encl osed a CD that
contains details of this study of the
80-nmile stretch of the river plus its
maj or tributaries.

Up to now, these have been facts
about the present, but we have
concerns about our future relating to
the flows and quality of the river's
critical systens.

Failure of Atlanta to neet water
quality requirenments that protect the
river and their increasing
consunptive use of water nakes us
wary of what the long-termfuture
hol ds.

Heavy al gae bl oom on West Poi nt

Lake in the droughts of 1986 to 1989
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provi des a basis of concern for the
water quality in the mddle
Chat t ahoochee River.

Whi | e a ban of phosphate
detergents and inproved treatnent in
the Atlanta area have reduced the
al gae problem the inpact of increase
growt h and storm water runoff will
require the nost diligent of efforts
on everyone's part to sustain the
river's good and natural quality.

O even greater concern is
consunptive use of water in Atlanta
which is the difference between water
wi t hdrawn and water returned to the
stream

Currently, about one-fourth of
the four mllion people living in
metro Atlanta use septic tanks as
their nethod of handling wastewater

This nmeans that about 150
mllion gallons per day is consuned
and not returned to the stream |In
addition, the current water

withdrawals in netro Atlanta are
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about 500 gallons a day but projected
to reach about 1150 MGD in 2030.

On dry days, possibly as much as
50 percent nore of this water is used
for yard watering and ot her ways,
whi ch causes it to be consuned and
not returned to the river.

These consunptive uses do and
can result in the | oss of severa
hundred cubic feet per second in
downstreamriver fl ow

In a drought, this my be
critical to the health of the river
and the citizens of Col unmbus. For
this reason, we applaud the Corps for
its efforts to better identify this
i npact of consunptive use by the
devel opnent of the uninpaired flow of
t he Chattahoochee River as part of
t he ACF/ ACT Conpact studies.

This work puts a better focus on
the inpact of all of man's changes to
the natural river and can result in
i mproved managenent to neet all of

the river users' needs.
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In closing, I1'd like to focus on
three needs. First, the river flows
must be maintai ned at a sustained
| evel .

These sustained | evels at the
Col umbus, Ceorgi a USGS gauge have
been identified by Al abama and
Georgi a ACF negoti ators by nodel s,

di scussi ons, and conpromi se as 800
CFS instantaneous nini mum 1350
average daily mnimum and 1850

m ni mum seven-day average.

A group of m ddl e Chattahoochee
Ri ver water users have indicated
their support for these levels of
m ni mum fl ow at Col unmbus, Ceorgia, as
well as the 2,000 average daily
m ni mum fl ow at the Col unbia, Al abama
gauge.

Secondly, the maintenance of a
navi gat abl e channel from Col unbus to
the Gulf of Mexico is both historic
and of current concern as we |ook to
our city's future.

Recent |y, Col unmbus was receiving
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a 25-ton shipment from Austria. It
took 20 days for the shipment to
travel from Austria to Savannah, and
28 days from Savannah to Col unbus.

It would have been nore
efficient if our port were operative
so that receipt could have been nore
di rect and qui cker.

Third and last, it is inperative
that the public obtain a nore
i n-depth know edge about these
i nportant water issues, and we pl edge
our support and request your help in
nmutual efforts to provide a broader
basis for this inportant
under st andi ng. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Rebecca Martin.

MS. REBECCA MARTIN. Rebecca
Martin, Tri-Rivers, speaking on
behal f of navigation users.

When this process began over a
decade ago, navi gation users
under stood that they were going to

have to make conproni ses, as
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everybody else is on the system

We know the systemis stressed,
and we know that navigation cannot
continue at the expense of other
i nterests.

One of the nobst commonly heard
argunents for the deauthorization of
the project is that there's too
little barge traffic to justify the
expense.

There's been a continua
downturn in barge traffic because of
the unreliability of the channel. If
adequat e channel depths could be
guaranteed, even a portion of the
year, users would return to the
system

Before the drought of the 1980s,
the ACF carried over a million tons
of cargo annually. Today, even if
i ndustries no |onger use the ACF for
their transportation needs, access to
the inland waterway hel ps keep rai
and truck rates | ower.

During the current drought,
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rail and truck rates have increased
al nrost 30 percent in parts of this
regi on just because access to the
channel has been deni ed.

Anot her argunent is the
envi ronnent al degradation on the
Apal achicola River. It has created
an unsightly mess, and it has
contributed to the loss of riverine
habi t at .

But we do believe that there are
solutions that can be easily
i npl emrented that don't undermind the
i nterest of others.

Navi gation interests support the
i mpl enentati on of a navigation season
where comercial barge traffic can
travel during high flows during the
year and suspend water rel eases
during the summer.

This would hel p keep | ake | evels
high for recreation and help with
Florida's natural hydrograph and
recreational traffic to traverse the

systemto the Gulf of Mexico year
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round.

Navi gation is one of the
original authorizing purposes in 1945
and argunents over barges has
conti nued now for 30 years. |It's
still an authorized purpose.

And it's tinme that we try and
focus our efforts, sincere efforts,
totry to find nutually beneficia
sol utions, and we feel that they are
there. Thank you very nuch.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
John Bl anchard.

MR, JOHN BLANCHARD: |'m John
Bl anchard. [|'mthe director of
nature conservancies for the
nort hwest Florida program Thank you
for the opportunity to address you
like this.

I want to speak for the critters
who couldn't make it here today, for
t he nature conservanci es' busi nesses
who are vital to the river's
protection.

I want to nake a plea for
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mai nt ai ni ng the adequate river flows
to -- and the variability required to
mai ntain species in that river in
Florida and in Georgia and Al abama.

Specifically, I'd also like to
mention the fact that we would |ike
to -- when we were preparing the
draft on this for you, to request a
study to develop a fish passage
around the JimWodruff Dam over the
Ji m Woodr uf f Dam

And -- let's see. | had
sonet hing el se here. Most
importantly, if you could help us
devel op the data that could show what
t he navi gation possibilities would be
on river, the Apal achicola River, in
t he absence of dredging so that we
can see exactly at what tine of year
how | arge the channel would be
mai ntai ned in the absence of
dr edgi ng.

It's our contention that --
because you probably could

accommodat e nost recreational and
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nost comrercial traffic, certainly
not barge traffic, but nost
comercial and recreational traffic
on the river with just the natura
flows fromthe river, a natura
channel without dredging.

One of the key issues is trying
to denonstrate that with good data
And | think the Corps of Engineers
probably has the capability of
devel oping that data. That's it.
Thanks.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Can you
quantify -- you indicated you're
| ooking for maintaining river flows
and sone variable flows?

MR. JOHN BLANCHARD: Wl |
certainly --

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Do you have
any quantities to stick to that?

MR. JOHN BLANCHARD: Wl |
certainly there are a lot of --
that's fairly conplex. And when
you' re tal king about variable flows,

the qualities are as descri bed,

50



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

vari abl e.

So | think what |I'm speaki ng of
is maintaining the seasonality to the
flows that accompdate the fish spawn
season, the natural seasonality of
the river, maintaining natura
fluctuations.

| think it's really inpossible
to give, as we discovered through so
many years of studying this ACF, to
gi ve nunbers that are hard numbers
about what flows should be on that
river.

At low flows, there probably are
some numbers that could be
devel oped. But at high flow periods
of time, those go out the wi ndow. So
-- well, we've certainly got
hydrol ogi sts that would like to --
that can hel p provide those nunbers,
but I don't have them avail abl e right
now. It's not going to give you the
CFS nunbers and things |like that.

What we're tal king about is

mai nt ai ni ng natural seasonality of
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the flow, duration of flows, that
sort of thing.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Okay. |If
you could, if your folks could get us
those nunbers that they've got --

MR. JOHN BLANCHARD: Sure.

We' ve provided copies like that in
the past, sir, not to the Corps of
Engi neers, but in other negotiation.

We can get you a copy of that for

sure.
COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Pl ease.
MR. JOHN BLANCAHRD: You bet.
COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Chris
Hobby.
MR. CHRI'S HOBBY: Good evening.
My nanme is Chris Hobby. [I'mfromthe

City of Bainbridge, Georgia. The
comunity | represent is quite sinply
a river town.

The Flint River literally cones
through the heart of our community
and is one of the defining elenents
of what Bainbridge is.

So nuch of Bainbridge is tied to
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the Flint River and to the greater
Apal achi col a, Chattahoochee, and
Flint system

Whet her you're tal king about the
Georgia Ports Authority facility that
gave us the title of Georgia's first
inl and port, or the various
i ndustries that are located in the
pl ants al ong the banks of the river
because they wanted the option of
recei ving raw goods or shipping of
fini shed product by barge, or the
i ndustries that have wanted to | ocate
i n Bainbridge, but have chosen not to
because of the lack of reliable
navi gation or the fl oods of 1994 and
1998 that inflicted great hardship as
the river denonstrated its m ght and
showed the need for better river
managenment practices, it becones
obvious that the river and Bai nbridge
are in many ways synonynous.

It is vital to our |local econony
that the ACF be maintained and

allowed to function. The | ack of
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dependabl e navi gati on from Bai nbri dge
to the Gulf has already harmed our
| ocal econony.

If this system ceases to exist,
the result would be catastrophic.

Not only woul d barge traffic be
elimnated, but recreational traffic,
we believe, would also be greatly

i mpact ed.

Thi s woul d harm our existing
bass fishing, tourismindustry, and
do great harmto the current
muni ci pal marina that we have under
construction.

When built out, this facility
wWill represent a three mllion dollar
i nvestment by our comrunity and will
be the only marina or fueling point
within 25 mles of Bainbridge.

The facility will, upon
conpl etion, provide 48 boat slips,
| aunching facilities, vehicle
par ki ng, fuel, and supplies to the
3.5 mllion annual visitors to Lake

Sem nol e.
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However, if we lose the ability
to take a pleasure craft from
Bai nbridge to the Gulf, we will |ose
a |large portion of our anticipated
cust oner base, and, thus, our project
will be greatly underm ned.

Just to close, I'lIl say -- I"l
reenphasi ze this systemis so
i mportant to our conmunity and the
econonmic stability of our conmunity.
If Bainbridge is going to be
successful, Flint River and the ACF
system has to be functional. Thank
you very rmuch.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Ted Hoehn.

MR. TED HOEHN: Ted Hoehn from
the Florida Fish and Wldlife
Conservation Conmi ssion. Col one
Keyser, thank you very nuch for
having this neeting today with
everyone here.

| think it's very inportant that
a lot of the upstream users hear what

downst ream st at es have and vice versa
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because | think a | ot of what has
been happeni ng recently has been
m sconmmuni cati on and m sunder st andi ng
of needs, as you previously said.

We sent you a |letter Novenber
12th, our assistant executive
director, Vic Heller, which I believe
provi ded you, or should provide you,
a lot of our concerns for the river
and the bay.

And, also, there is alternatives
that you need to consider while
you're balancing priorities. Many of
these alternatives deal with the
specific flows during the springtine
spawn. Yes, you have to bal ance
priorities.

We absol utely understand that
this is arainfall driven system and
we get a lot of what cones in from
upstream

I would like to also clear up
sonmet hing that nmay be a nisconception
from various conversations that |

have heard you give or have had with
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people on the river.

The first of which is that
perhaps if we can bal ance flows for
navi gation and fisheries and the bay
with these pul ses, that will work
out .

Those pul ses for navigation
wi ndows are incredibly harnful to the
system Whet her they occur in
spring, whether they occur in summer,
or even in the fall, they are harnful
to the ecology of the river and bay.

I would also offer that because
of the way you have to operationally
manage the water to provide those
flows, you are also, in fact,

i npacting the reservoirs upstream by
drawi ng them down at the very tines
that they have high recreationa

use.

We have continued, and for many
years, to voice our opposition and
obj ections to navigation wi ndows. W
continue to do that.

VWat | would offer also is with
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regard to navigation is the river,
dredge channel or not, does not have
adequate wat er based on the rainfal
to provide the nine foot by 100 foot
channel all year, every year. One
year, | believe, it's been able to do
t hat .

Navi gation interests, as we've
al ready heard, need to start
consi dering nmoving things when
they've got water. | can't stress
t hat enough.

There isn't enough water in the
sumrertine to provide a nine-foot
channel, even if you dredge. There
will be for recreational users to
traverse up and down. | had -- |
al nost got swanped in ny commi ssion
boat this sumer at 5500 CFS.

John Bl anchard al so spoke about
the need for variability. W do need
variability in the system W need
the highs and we need the | ows.

VWhen it rains, we want to share

in the wealth that the system has.
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At the sane time, when the rain isn't
there, when we're in drought,
Fl orida, the Apal achicola River and
bay do not want to shoul der the
burden of the |load of flows while
upstream users have gotten high
reservoirs.

We need to share in the pain
We recognize again this is a rainfal
driven system but we need to work on
that a little bit better

Finally, as | said, we need the
variability. Constant flows are not
good for the system [If we get
constant flows year end and year out,
the systemwi ||l be damaged. It will
be an ecol ogi cal disaster.

If you don't have a copy of our
Novenber 12th letter, |1'Il be nore
t han happy to provide you anot her
copy. And if you have any questions,
"Il be nore than happy to answer
t hem

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Curtis, do

we have a copy that?
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MR. CURTI S FLAKES: Yes.

MR. PAT ROBBINS: | have it with

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Okay.
Thanks. Herb Nadl er

MR. HERMAN NADLER: My nane is
Her man Nadl er wi th the Southeastern
Power Administration. The
Sout heast ern Power Adninistration is
the federal agency which has the
responsibility to market electric
power generated to the U.S. Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers for hydroel ectric
projects of Buford, Wst Point,
Walter F. George, and Ji m Woodruff,
in the Apal achicola Flint basin.

Ceneration fromthese projects
has hel ped nore than 190
nmuni ci palities and cooperatives both
| ocated in Georgia, Al abang,
M ssi ssi ppi, Florida, South Carolina,
and North Carolina.

This equates to over 3.5 mllion
electric nmeters. Revenue collected

fromthe sale of this generation is
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used to repay, with interest, the
costs to the federal investnment to --
t hat have been assigned to the

hydr opower pur pose.

This typically accounts for a
very hi gh percentage of project
costs. Operation of these projects,
hydraulically, electrically, are
financially integrated.

Sout heast ern Power
Admi nistration woul d be very
concerned about operational changes
whi ch have -- which woul d i npact the
ability to utilize project stores, or
i rpose any operational restraints or
timng restrictions under generation
resource.

Changes in operation to a single
proj ect can adversely inpact an
entire system Such changes coul d
dramatically affect production at the
projects, which in turn may
j eopardi ze the ability of the
governnment to satisfy contractua

obl i gati ons.
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The continued neeting of
contractual obligations is inperative
-- it is inperative as this provides
for the revenue streamutilized in
fulfilling the repaynent obligations
all ocated to the hydropower purpose.

Any nodifications to project
operations which dimnish the
generation resource mnmust be
acconpani ed by an equitable reduction
in the costs assigned to the
hydr opower purpose, or compensation
must be received fromthe benefitting
parties.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Roy Fow er.

MR, ROY FOALER: Thank you,
sir. M nane is Roy Fower. |'m
with the of the Cobb County Water
Aut hority. We're a politica
subdi vi sion of the State of Georgia
wi th regional whol esal es of taking
waters from both the ACT and the
ACF.

A lot of us come prepared to
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speak for ten or fifteen mnutes, and
you' ve asked us to speak for five.
This is the nost efficient |ine of
the Arny | have ever been in.

We are a regional whol esal er
We serve currently a popul ati on of
nore than 700, 000 people and wil |
supply some 1.2 nillion people by
2050.

That's using less than half of a
percent of the available water in the
ACF Basin the water authority has
sponsored research and devel opnment of
detail ed econom ¢ informati on show ng
wat er supply to be the highest and
best use of Lanier with mniml |oss
of power benefits and no
envi ronnent al degradati on.

It involved the first ever
conprehensi ve national econonic
devel opnent anal ysis and several cost
remai ni ng benefits cost allocation
updat e appl yi ng federal principles
and guidelines in current federa

pl anni ng policies and procedures for
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an existing federal reservoir in the
United States.

The study conducted to not only
eval uate rel ative benefits of
Lani er's purposes, authorized or not,
but nmore inportantly, the
sustainability of the inplications of
potential reallocation.

Bei ng the regional natura
resource asset mmnager, and | say
this with all sincerity, | share in
your pain. | thought your outreach
on the invitation to tonight's
nmeeting hit all the key points. W
know all the balls you are juggling.

Qur basic position is with
conjunctive use and conjunctive
benefit, all authorized purposes can
be met. W're just going to have to
think in a new m |l enni um approach to
acconplish that.

Once again, thanks for the
opportunity.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Donni e

M ni ham
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MR. DONNI E M NCHEW M nchew.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Yes. Sorry
about that.

MR. DONALD M NCHEW |'m Donal d
M nchew, city manager of the City of
Wewahi t chka, Florida in Gulf County
| ocated in the Apal achicola River
basi n.

My conmmi ssi oners have instructed
me to beconme before y'all tonight and
ask for several things to be
consi der ed.

One of our priorities is stil
the renoval of the spoil that was
left on the river because it is stil
sl oughi ng back off into our
backwat ers.

Qur opening of the sloughs, we
were told they woul d be opened. It's
still not been conpleted. CQur spring
spawn has been affected for the |ast
several years because of primarily
bar ge wi ndows.

Qur fish popul ation has

decreased substantially. The drought
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condi tion has decreased the fish.
Over 60 percent of our bait and
tackl e shops are cl osed.

These are the nmmjor issues that
you might want to see with the river
and with the Corps of Engineers. And
County Conmi ssi oner Carmen MlLenore
wel conmes the Corps to have a neeting
in Gulf County if they would like to
do so.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Davi d McLain.

MR, DAVID McLAIN:  Thank you,
Colonel. |I'm David MLain,

Apal achi col a Bay Ri verkeeper. And we
very much val ue the opportunity to
conme up and speak to you and to the
ot hers tonight.

The Apal achi col a Bay/ Ri ver, as
nost folks in this roomaccept it is
an outstandi ng resource, outstanding
Florida water classified as a
Nati onal Estuarine Research Reserve,
so at the federal level, and a United

Nati ons Bi osphere Preserve, so it's a
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uni que treasure for all of us.
Recognizing it's plain quality,
or fresh water flows in the
Apal achi col a River and Bay, were a
life and death issue, really, for our
basi n.
Apal achi col a Bay and
Ri ver keepers sought the -- and
obt ai ned the endorsenent fromthe six
riparian counties in Florida that
border on that river to be able to
speak to and assess the proposals,
any proposals for water allocation.
Accordingly, in response to your
request that we present quantified
i nformati on regarding the essentia
wat er needs for our area -- | think
that's what you told us when you were
with us back in August on the bay --
and our attenpts have been to do
t hat .
The essential water requirenents
are best represented, in our view, in
the 50-year record of the flow regine

that the Chattahoochee gave to
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Fl ori da.

VWhat we have there is a
historical record of what has
sustained the river and the bay over
time, over a 50-year period of tine.

And | have those, and those have
been presented to Joanne outside and
have been | abeled for you to see it.
Now, representative of those are the
nmont hly variations such as Ted Hoehn
and John Bl anchard have spoken to,
the period -- this would be from what
we tal ked about when you were down in
the bay area that we tal ked about
bef ore.

And that's sort of a flow regine
in delivering the fresh water
variations that are required. | want
to stop ny tinme because there are
ot her folks fromour area that are
t he people nost directly affected --
our elected two commi ssioners from
Franklin County that | want to be
sure they have tinme to speak to this

i ssue.
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So I'll stop with that. The
dol I ar values that are associated
with our billion-dollar seafood
i ndustry that are grown out of the
estuary that has to be nmaintained in
life, they can talk to. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Ji m Howar d.

MR, JIM HOMRD: | appreciate
this opportunity to speak to you
tonight. |'m here tonight
representing the Al abama Bass
Federation and it's 3,000 nenbers and
probably speaking for nobst of the
22,000 bass menbers of the State of
Al abana.

Looki ng at things broadly, first
we woul d have two expectations,
guess, of your organization. One, |
understand in Florida you can't
control what goes on in Atl anta,
whi ch we know is a source of a |lot of
probl ens here

But we woul d ask that you take

no actions that would pronote the
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ranpant growth that is taking place
in Atlanta and the surroundi ng area
because of the dire consequences on
our resources here.

And, secondly, we hope you
continue to arise above |oca
political power interests with
concern only about their own needs
and not the needs of others.

That being said, |I'mspeaking to
dr edgi ng and wat er managenent
separately -- you cannot really
separate those two -- and just hit a
few high points of our concerns as
the bass fishing comunity.

One, in ternms of water
managenent, we think the single use
managenment of water, neaning flows
particularly, it's got to be a thing
of the past.

I think we can no | onger flush
wat er through our dans for single
uses at a time when that is not even
reasonabl e, sone peopl e have said

because of the |low water flows, not
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consi dering other uses that can occur
with that water. | think the tine
has passed for that sort of thing.

The growi ng demands on this
resource in the future is huge and
don't think we can tolerate it.

Secondly, and we've heard a
little bit tonight already, we would
ask that you consult with the
fi sheri es managenent people, or maybe
themw th you, to nake sure that we
have these high water situations or
stable water situations in the tines
of the year when they do us the nopst
good in ternms of our nmmintaining our
fisheries and resources, particularly
the spawning tines.

Concerni ng dredgi ng, we've heard
it tonight -- | take it it's
i mperative that we maintain dredging
on these rivers. Obviously, it was
designed originally for navigationa
-- conmercial and navi gationa
purposes, but it is greatly exceeded

by actual recreational uses now
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And we need that programto
conti nue because if you are out of
t he dredgi ng busi ness, you m ght be
out of the safety business, for
exanpl e, on Lake Eufaul a where we
depend on the Corps to nmintain our
buoys to tell people where to go to
keep fromgetting killed on that
| ake.

Even the people in smaller
boats, if we get dredging -- we talk
about barges and stuff. And even the
smal | er boats will have access
problenms if dredging is ceased in the
entire system including the sloughs
that some of the fol ks have already
hit on.

We woul d ask -- probably not
you, | guess. But I'd like to ask
you what we probably ask our
| egislative friends, to help you
enconpass recreational values to
however degree in the assessnents and
managenent strategi es they have in

t he past.
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We fully know that benefit cost
analysis in nost of these systens are
based hi ghly on navigation for
comrerci al purposes. W think that
t hat needs to be reeval uated,
although it is there.

The recreational values in many
cases far exceed that and needs to be
a part of those managenent strategy
determinations. | guess if we | ooked
at the future, we see enough
i ncreasi ng pressures on the resource,
but we see increasing pressures on
t he peopl e.

And our society needs these
resources for recreational outlets,
and that needs to be forenost in our
mnd to | ook to our future and our
kids' future to nmake sure we don't do
somet hing that takes away the
opportunities to have individual and
famly recreation pursuits in the
future.

Finally, with respect to the

protection of the ACF ecosystem we
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think we need to be | ooking at the
21st Century and what it brings, and
not the 18th Century. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Just as a general note. |'mup here
scribbling some notes of things that
I"mfinding out for the first tine or
are a little different twi st than
what | heard previously.

And what 1'd |ike to do once we
get through all of the statenents,
would like to do little dialogue with
all of you to talk about sonme of the
speci fics and sone of the chall enges
that we westle with.

One of the points that was just
brought up was with respect to
econom c val ues. One of the
chal l enges that we've got that when
we assess a project for the Corps of
Engi neers, we assess it based on
nati onal benefits solely.

What does this do nationally,
wi t hout regard for what it neans

locally or what it means regionally?
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And, al so, we haven't conme to grips
with how do you put a dollar value on
envi ronnental benefits.

When | was down traveling al ong
t he Apal achi col a Bay, we were | ooking
at an island that has been created
with dredge material, and it was a
habitat for brown pelicans. |
beli eve that's what we saw out
t here.

And we stopped and we were
tal king and | said the chall enge that
we've got -- this is a good thing to
have created this habitat.

The problemis, is that as |
assess that project in terns of the
econom c viability of it, how do you
put a dollar value on the fact that
that brown pelican is sitting there?

And that's one of the things
that we haven't cone to grips wth.
We haven't done that nationally. W
certainly haven't done it locally.

But that's part of the dial ogue

that we need to have because that
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needs to start fitting into that
equati on.

We' ve heard about the
billion-dollar oyster industry in
Apal achicola. | have heard about the
econonmi cs at Lake Lanier. | have
heard about the econonmi c inpacts at
LaGrange when | nmade visits there.

But those are |l ocal or regiona
benefits which don't plug into our
equations. That's part of what we
need to address, is how do you
consi der what the |ocal benefits
are?

It does nake a difference
whet her that industry is in the City
of Apal achicola or it |eaves there
and goes to sone place in Louisiana.
It makes a difference. It certainly
makes a difference |ocally.

But from the Corps' perspective
on a national basis, that doesn't
matter because the industry stil
continues. It just nobves sone place

else within the country.

76



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

So that's part of what 1'd like
totalk alittle bit about as we
finish up with the statenents. But
we've got a way to go with that.
Carnmen Cavezza

MR. CARMEN CAVEZZA: |'|
wai ve.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you,
sir. Sam Phi egar.

MR, SAM PHI EGAR: Thank you,
Colonel. You did very well with that
| ast name. M nane is Sam Phi egar
I''ma professional engineer, coasta
engi neer, and | get to play around
with the Corps of Engineers on a | ot
of projects all across the country.

I have practiced for 20 years
focusing in the recreational nmarine
world on waterfront projects across
the United States and overseas.

And you raised a question a

mnute ago, and I'Il reiterate it for
you. It was how do you consi der what
the economi c benefits are? | can

address that slightly fromthe
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st andpoi nt of recreational boating.
That's what ny point is here.

Wor ki ng on the waterfront
projects across the country, | have
recogni zed the intrinsic val ue of
recreational boating for famlies and
i ndi vi dual s alike.

The national pro boating
canpai gn that was started by the
Nati onal Marine Manufacturers
Associ ation in making significant
strides in pronoting the industry
beyond what it probably al ready was.

The econony is not severely
altered in the manufacturing side of
the recreational boating world, and
the marina side is actually grow ng.

The nunber of registered boaters
in the country is sharply rising.
The nunber of participants is
i ncreasi ng, and yet recreationa
boating is threatened by numerous
factors in different areas of the
country.

That can be endangered species
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where it is necessary to protect

t hose, special geographic areas that
aren't necessarily adaptable to
marinas. So the good |ocations are
goi ng away. There are fewer safe
har bors.

But avail abl e water and water
dept h should not be one that allows
the industry to be inpacted when it
can be nanaged by dredgi ng, once you
can consi der the econom c benefits as
you rai sed before.

Yet this is a concern on the
Al abama River, the entire eastern
seaboard i ntercoastal waterway, and
t he Chattahoochee ACF system

So the point being, on the ACF
system the adequate depth is needed
for nore than just the comrercia
i ndustry.

And a few pertinent facts. |
know you're interested in facts.

"Il give you a few. There's
approxi mately 90 boat ranp | anes at

over 60 sites along the ACF system
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There's over 600 boat slips,
approxi mately 15 mari nas.

There's several additiona
facilities that are being
considered. | heard the gentleman
from Bai nbri dge nention that, as wel
as the City of Colunbus is studying
one as wel .

On any given day in the season,
this can translate to over 3200
boaters on the water on any given
day.

Wthin the counties that are
directly bordering the ACF al one,
there's over 40,000 registered
boats. So clearly, nationally, as
well as within the ACF, recreationa
boating is popul ar.

And the destination status of
cities along the waterways are
i ncreasing, as the gentleman from
Euf aul a spoke to where a boater can
now | eave anywhere in the world and
come visit Colunmbus, Georgia, if they

had one on the Chattahoochee, as |ong
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as there is adequate navigationa
dept h.

Accordi ngly, Col unbus enbarked
in a programto evaluate the
feasibility of a marina several years
ago here at the headwaters.

The results of that study were,
basically, whether there's a
signi ficant enough dermand for wet
slips, dry storage, and ranp | anes
currently.

The marina project right nowis
in the permitting processes through
all the state approvals and it's at
the final stages of the Corps
aut hori zati on.

So recogni zing that the Corps
relies on benefit cost ratios, the
benefits of recreational boating, |
feel, nust be considered, or should
be considered. Maybe that's a nore
pal at abl e phrase.

Direct, indirect, and induced
econoni c benefits are real and they

are neasurable with recreationa
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boating. Are they with the pelican's
habitat used by -- or that was
created by dredged spoil, | don't
know the answer to that, but they are
fromthe standpoint of recreationa
boati ng.

"1l give you a few exanpl es.
Broward County in Florida, the direct
or indirect benefits from marine
facilities in that one county al one
earn from1.5 billion dollars a
year.

Now, we know this is not Fort
Lauderdal e or Broward County. But
the regi stered boat population that |
menti oned before along the ACF is
40, 000. The registered boat
popul ation in Broward County is
42,000, so it's a simlar boat
popul ati on.

["mnot trying to make the giant
leap to 1.5 billion dollars in
econom ¢ inmpact, but individua
mari na benefits have been eval uated

all over the country. There's
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several numerical nodels that have
been enpl oyed to get the form
number .

Primary and secondary i npacts
have ranged on individual marinas,
one marina, anywhere from1.8 to 5
mllion dollars per year, with job
creations from20 to over 60. And
these nunbers are just for small to
noder ate-si zed facilities.

Qbviously, there's always site
dependant factors that go into the
analysis. But the fact is, the
anal yses do exi st.

Appl ying those ratios to the
ACF, you could be | ooking at 20-to-
mllion dollars a year in direct

i mpacts al one which can be, in ny

40

belief, termed as benefits in the BC

rati o process.

So what does all this nean?
nmeans the benefits, true econonic
dol l ars of a navigationa
Chat t ahoochee River that includes

countl ess residents from Col unbus,

t
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south, to Apal achicol a.

40, 000 registered boaters, and
escal ati ng, demand for marina slips,
and over 3,000 daily users strongly
suggest that if it's possible, that
the Corps consider recreationa
benefits when considering a
navi gati onal project. Thank you for
your tinme.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
GOscar Jackson.

MR. OSCAR JACKSON: My nane is
Oscar Jackson. I'ma layman on the
Georgia Governor's Advisory Counci
representing sout hwest Georgia and
Lake Seminole. 1'malso a chairnman
of the South Georgia Chanber of
Commer ce Water Resources Conmi ssion

I think one of the finest things
that's ever happened to south
Georgi a, southwest Ceorgia in
particular -- and | speak from ny
grandparents that cane into that area
while the Indians were still there.

But | think one of the finest
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things that's happened was the

devel opnent of the ACF. Secondly, |
think the Corps of Engineers with the
restrictions that have been placed on
it have done a nagnificent job in
regul ati ng the ACF.

And, Colonel, | want to salute
you, sir, for the job that you --
your organi zation has done. | have
passed out sone material, a brief
description of it. | have got video
clips that go back to 1989 to verify
my remarks on it.

And, Col onel, | would be honored
to give you a copy of this tape so
that you can put it in a drawer and
when your conmandi ng of ficers and
cohorts ask if this was successful
you will tell themit was, and you've
got the proof of it.

And the only thing I ask of you,
sir, is you will read ny material and
| ook at the 40-minute tape. You wll
get a lot of education of what has

transpired on the ACF and the reason

85



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

for nmy comments.

And the only thing that | ask
for you to do is for you to | ook at
it, or let sonebody else. Thank you,
sir.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Johnny,
Wacaser .

MR JOHNNY WACASER: Cl ose
enough. My nane is Johnny Wacaser
I work for Ergon Asphalt in
Bai nbri dge, Georgia on the Flint
Ri ver.

Qur plant was built in 1957 for
the sol e purpose of utilizing inland
barge traffic. Qur |ast barge
received was in May of 2000.

Due to the severe drought we've
all been experiencing, we had to
install a rail spur as a stop-gap
nmeasure at the plant.

And this was just a stop-gap
measure until we could resunme barge
traffic. W've noved a hundred
t housand ton per year of product.

This is 42 barges a year. These are
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seven-foot-six draft barges which
woul d require about an eight-foot
channel

It costs us six dollars a ton
nore to use rail conpared to barge.
Ergon owns its own boats and barges
in the whole prem se of making
Bai nbri dge a vi abl e busi ness for
usi ng Ergon barges to supply it.

Qur railroad negotiating teans
infornmed us that the railroad is
extrenely eager to renew the freight
contract which expires in 2003.

Their plans is to pass along a
huge rate price increase. They are
banki ng on Ergon not having any
al ternate neans of supply.

Profit margins are very slimin
the asphalt business. And it's now
costing at |east $600,000 nore to use
rail service exclusively.

Assumi ng we survive a |arge
increase in freight cost, this extra
cost will have to be passed along to

the taxpayers of GCeorgia, Florida,
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and Al abama in the form of higher
taxes or reduced services.

The federal governnent and the
Cor ps of Engi neers nmade a commit nent
to the Tri-State area to provide that
river navigation. And we at Ergon
feel like the Corps should and will
do everything in its power to honor
that comm tnent. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
C. P. Redding.

MR. C. P. REDDI NG Thank you,
Col onel, for the opportunity to
present our case tonight.

I'"'mC. P. Redding. |'m chairmn
of the Quitman County Conm ssion, and
I'"malso chai rman of the Quitman
County Devel oprment of Parks.

I'"mon the board of directors of
t he Sout hwest Georgia Econom c
Devel opment Board. [|'mon the board
of directors of the Southwest Georgia
Tri-County Chanber of Commerce.

| serve -- I'mon the board of

directors of Col unmbus Technica
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College. | want to tell you tonight
that we cannot afford for this |ake
to be deconmm ssioned. Quitman County
is one of the poorest counties in the
State of Georgia. OQut of the five
poorest, we're Nunber 4.

And I'd like to read this letter
to you, if | could. Quitman County
is one of the five poorest counties
in the State of Georgia. 85 percent
of the people in this county wake up
on a dirt road every day.

40 percent of the people do not
even own a car. Qur student drop-out
rate is trenendous. | could go on
and on. At present, due to a
t remendous anount of help, we should
catch up to the 20th Century sonetine
before the end of the 21st Century.

We have a couple of projects in
the works in this area. One of them
is asix mllion dollar marina on
| and dedi cated by the Corps of
Engi neers for this purpose.

We have a conceptive plan. W
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have been working with the Corps to
get that conm ssioned to conplete
that project, and we appreciate

anyt hing you could do for us in that
area to get it to where we could
conpl ete that project.

Anot her project, a wel cone
center, will be devel oped adjacent to
the causeway between Eufaul a and
Georgetown, Ceorgia on US Hi ghway
82.

This project will be part of a
critical -- to the continued growth
of the area as nentioned earlier
Shoul d Walter F. George be
deconmi ssioned, it would be a
di saster for our area.

At the present tine, we can step
out our back door, board a
watercraft, and travel anywhere in
the world. Please consider the
econom cs of this nmove and the
possi bl e negative conditions it would
create for those in Quitmn County.

In the event should we ever need
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barge traffic, it would not be

avail able. The barge traffic that we
have now is nost inportant to this
area. We cannot afford to lose it.

We are asking that you consider
our needs. We would ask also if you
woul d pl ease help us in our quest to
conme into the 21st Century.

If you wake up every day of your
life on concrete, with all the
amenities of the world, it's hard to
under st and, but we appeal to you to
realize that there are people that
still wake up on a dirt road every
day and have to scratch for a
living. Thank you very mnuch.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Buddy Cox.

MR. BUDDY COX: Col onel Keyser
I think everybody can hear ne if |
stand here. M name is Buddy Cox.
I'"'mone of the lawers that's been
representing the State of Al abama in
connection with the ACT-ACF

negoti ations, filed the origina
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| awsuit on behalf of the State of
Al abama agai nst the Corps of

Engi neers and one of your
predecessors in June of 1990.

And | thank you for this
opportunity, for the opportunity to
get together. As a representative of
the state, | would like to invite you
to participate actively as a part of
the federal teamin the negotiations
t hat are goi ng on.

You are the person that bal ances
everything. W' ve had a great dea
of help from Menphi s and Roger and
their people working on their staff.
But | woul d encourage you to becone
an active participant.

Two of the three states are
goi ng to change their governors.
There's going to be sone novenent on
there's going to be decisions being
made, the principal -- the first of
which is going to be whether and how
long to extend the negotiating period

for the ACT and ACF conmpacts.
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| continue to believe that the
conmpact negotiati on process provides
the only way that these diverse
i nterests can be discussed and can be
resolved in a manner that makes your
life and the states' |ives easier
and we thank you for this
opportunity.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
And | appreciate your encouragenent.
| would point out that | basically
serve at the whimof the federa
comm ssioner -- | shouldn't say the
whim at the direction of the federa
conmi ssi oner .

Basically, we are his technica
advisors. So there's a -- there's
pretty much a fine line there as to
how far out in front | ought to be.

We do provide the technica
advi ce, hence, why folks |ike Menphis
and Roger are decisively engaged in
provi di ng hi mthe advice.

| have got to be careful that

["'mnot out in front saying, well
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this is what you ought to do because
that's not ny call

| should review his decision and
gi ve him advice on how that applies
to the federal |aw and whet her
there's any required changes, based
on an agreenent anong the three
states.

But | understand your position,
and | stay tied in pretty closely
wi th Menphis and Roger and those
fol ks. But, again, | serve in that
capacity, solely to advise the
federal comm ssioner

MR. BUDDY COX: And we
understand that. W just wel cone
nore di al ogue fromthe federa
agencies to the states and not wait
until after the states have reached
an agreenment, as it appears to be the
Department of Justice's position.

| think that's wong, and |
don't think that's in line with the
spirit of the conpact --

COLONEL BOB KEYSER:  Okay.
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MR. BUDDY COX: -- or the
negoti ati ng process.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Harry
Hal | .

MR, HARRY HALL: Harry. M nane
is Harry Hall. | represent two
organi zations. The Georgia B.A S.S.
Federation, it holds about 3,000
menbers and 110 chapters here in
Georgia; and the Georgia Soil and
Wat er Conservation Conmi ssion of
which |I'ma supervisor in this
county.

My efforts -- | want to thank
Billy Houston. He was talking about
t he econom c inpact that we have, and
inthis comng year, I will take two
five-day bass tournanents to Eufaul a
where we'l|l probably put over half a
mllion dollars into the community.
So the econom c devel opnent is very
i mportant to all concerned.

| tried to reduce this to what
is the major problemfor the need of

dredging, and it comes down to where
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does the silt come fronf

Now, if you listen to some
people, they'll say it's all from
| and disturbing activities, where
peopl e are building things. Well
that accounts for naybe 55 percent of
the silt that goes into the water

We're -- with the efforts of
wor king with contractors and
devel opers, that's being reduced.
We're finding nore technol ogi cal ways
to do this and the silt is being
reduced. But let's say 55 percent.

Where does the other 45 percent
come fron? Well, Georgia has 3,100
mles of public dirt roads. As this
gentl eman ri ght over here tal ked
about, they live on dirt roads.

Well, those dirt roads end up
feeding the dirt into the streamns.
And Walter F. George is a good
exanpl e of where that is.

There's another 15 percent that
comes fromthe runoff of storms on

our hi ghways, roads, parking lots, et
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cetera. It goes into our storm water
system and eventually into our rivers
and | akes.

And there's anot her 15 percent
that's just naturally occurring. Had
I not been at Callaway Gardens this
| ast January with the GACDS
convention, | wouldn't have realized
it.

But we were on the golf course
and down cane a real frog strangler
a rain that |asted for about an
hour - and- a- hal f.

And we -- as it subsided, we
went over to | ook at some of the
streans and here was all of the silt,
and this area was conpletely grassed,
shrubbed, or treed; and, yet, here
came all of this naturally occurring
silt.

Now, can we stop this. Yeah
there's ways that we can do this. W
can put dams, check dans, into our
streans that lead into our rivers and

| akes, provided there's a place to go
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in and clean it out.

It's expensive, but we can do
it. But the problemis the silt --
or this is the genesis for where the
silt gets into the rivers.

So why dredge? That's a
guestion that's sonetines asked.
Technically, the flood protection,
which is really the nobst inportant
thing that these dans were built for
to provide this economic stability --
you don't have to dredge to have the
fl ood protection.

You can have the silt right up
to the edge of the water, where the
wat er used to be, and still provide
fl ood protection.

So the next thing it says is we
need navigation. Well, imediately
when you say navi gation, everybody
says barge.

But as several people have
poi nted out, we have 40,000 boats
just on this |ake or nearby this

| ake. We have nmany boats that are 25
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foot or longer, sone as long as 70
foot, and they can't get up and down
the river.

If you go three mles down to
your Bull Creek, unless you're in a
bass boat noving very slowy, you
can't get by at the river.

You go on down to the Upato
Creek, which is a fewnmles further
down, and you can't by on the river
because of all the silt that's poured
out of the these creeks and into the
river to forma nice little dam

What we really look at as a
mej or consi deration that is
frequently not valued and is the need
-- and the need for dredging is the
wat er vol une capacity of this area

A cubic neter of silt displaces
a cubic meter of water, water that's
needed for human consunption, other
househol d uses.

The Chattahoochee River is one
of 14 major river systems in Georgia,

yet the Chattahoochee River provides
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50 percent of Georgians with their
drinki ng water.

So it's a very inportant system
fromthat standpoint. W need a
means of having the water capacity.
Now, from my other standpoint as a
soi | and water conservationist, |et
me take the part of the farmers.

To grow things in south Georgia,
you need to irrigate. And many of
them use the water out of the river.
This is true in Al abama because
have been up and down the river in a
bass boat.

And all of a sudden you will
hear the punps going, and there's
sonebody drawi ng water. It's only a
few hundred neters off the river, but
it's drawi ng water out of the river
and irrigating crops. And that's the
way they make them grow.

More inportantly, the south has
beconme alive and vi brant because of
one thing, air conditioning. Now,

peak power is needed during from say
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noon to five or 6:00 in the evening.

And where does that peak power
come from alnost all of it from
hydroel ectric generation which is
very inexpensive.

It doesn't require we build
excess of fossil plants. So this is
very inportant to that need. There's
anot her need for water volume. And
that's fish, or other aquatic life.

They breathe oxygen just |ike we
do, except their oxygen is taken from
the water in the form of dissolved
oxygen. And if you don't have
adequate volume and depth, then you
don't have dissol ved oxygen

We' ve al ready seen a reduction
in the fisheries of Walter F. George
just fromthings of this nature. So
we woul d encourage people to think
about what the effects are on the
fisheries.

There's many pl aces because of
t he wash of the soil that we've

bl ocked off, the | eaves in the
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sl oughs and ot her places. The fish
can't get back in there.

Wel |, the question then cones
up, okay, what do we do with this
dredged material? Well, the dredged
material is devoid of hunus. It
conpacts easily.

If you go over here on Victory
Drive, you'll see the Confederate
Naval Museum That's built on 27
feet of conpacted dredge materi al
conpacted very easily.

There's anot her good use for
it. Alandfill requires that every
day you place a fresh six-inch |ayer
of dirt on top of the landfill, an
excel l ent use for the dredged
mat eri al

Sir, we'd like to just call your
attention to these things. W think
that the dredging is needed for nore
than just barge traffic. And | thank
you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.

Art Hol br ook.
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MR, ART HOLBROCK: ['m a
consultant to LaG ange and Troup
County on West Point Lake matters.

A coupl e of years ago, | sat
down and tried to nmake a chart of al
of the different entities that were
i nvol ved in our |ake and our | ake
| evel s.

| never finished the chart
because | ran out of paper. | nmde
the fonts as small as | could, and
made the circles as small as | could,
but there absolutely was not enough
roomto |list everything.

| got 41 entities on the paper
but -- which would illustrate the
conpl exities of how our river basin
has to be considered in managenent.

I'd like to quote a few |lines
froma boati ng newspaper and see if
it sounds famliar to any of you.

"Tam ng the banks of a river
wat er system through a series of
stabilization and dam projects was

consi dered a marvel in engineering
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back in the md 20th Century,
clearing the way for navigation and
fl ood control

"But today those projects are
bei ng bl aned for the continuing
degradation of the entire system

"It's an issue that's been
brewi ng for nore than a decade
pitting upstream states agai nst
downstream environnentalists agai nst
i ndustry, and marina agai nst mari na.

"There's even a difference of
opi ni on anong boating interests,
dependi ng on which part of the river
t hey use.

"The | ake interests want the
water to be higher, nore predictable,
and provide better access to
reservoirs.

"Hydropower plants want enough
water to generate electricity, and
bar ge operators want enough water for
navi gation."

These coments were not made

about the ACF, but referred to the
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M ssouri River which runs through six
states: Mntana, North Dakota, South
Dakot a, 1owa, Nebraska, and Kansas.

The Western Water Policy Review
Advi sory Commi ssion was rel eased in
1998. Sone of their recomendati ons
were we need to have a new approach
to governance based on hydrol ogic
systenms, |inking basins and
wat er sheds, specifically by
establishing a river basin com ssion
for each river basin.

Each one of our river basin
st akehol der groups has needs that
nmust be net, while the water
available to satisfy these needs at
times is limted.

The federal agency that has
authority to manage the river basin
nmust abi de by the congressiona
i ntended purposes for the reservoirs,
as Col onel Keyser stated.

For exanple, West Point Lake has
five purposes as described in the

House Docunment 570 which created a
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reservoir. They are hydropower
generation, fish and wildlife
recreation, flood control, and
navi gati on.

Each one of these, as well as
ot her congressionally intended
pur poses nust be consi dered when
managi ng water in our basin.

The |l ast draft proposal for the
ACF showed that it would elininate
al nrost all of the flows except the
small flows that's needed to maintain
the biological integrity in the
Chat t ahoochee Ri ver bel ow Peachtree
Creek.

This woul d have essentially
removed two-thirds of the reservoir
storage in the ACF. Dividing the
river basin up into segnents to be
managed i ndividually will destroy the
entire river basin system

| feel that all basin
st akehol der needs can be nmet when the
basin is operated on a holistic

opti m zed basis.
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It nmust be managed from
begi nning to end as one unit,
bal anci ng each entity as necessary to
mai ntain the river basin integrity.

It nmust be devel oped with state,
federal, and |ocal stakehol der
i nvolvenent. It should have a body
of scientists on its staff to
eval uate and recomrend sol utions for
managenent to foll ow

It should have the ability to
adj ust as conditions dictate. To
date, there hasn't been a trend
t owar ds cohesi ve water managenent in
our basin. | think it's tinme we
noved in that direction.

| appl aud Col onel Keyser and his
staff for taking a step in the right
direction. | encourage themto take
anot her step and join forces with the
three states, other federal agencies,
and st akehol der groups to form such
an optinm zed managenment coalition for
the ACF River Basin. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
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Har ol d Rehei s.

MR. HAROLD REHEI S: Thank you,
Colonel. I'mHarold Reheis. I'mthe
di rector or Environmental Protection
Division for the State of Georgia.
appreciate the opportunity.

Georgi a has nunmerous water needs
t hat depend on how the Corps of
Engi neers operates and nanages its
reservoirs on the ACF. Metropolitan
Atlanta is critically dependent on
Lake Lanier for its current and
future water supplies, at |east
t hrough 2030.

We recogni ze that care and
efficiency are required in the use of
this water both now and especially in
the future. And netro Atlanta is
wor ki ng hard on that to i nprove water
conservation and efficiency.

Annual withdrawals from Lake
Lanier and its tributaries in the
Chat t ahoochee Basin are about 127
mllion gallons a day in 2000, a year

of critical Al abama drought in the
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basin; an additional 293 nillion
gallons a day withdrawn fromthe
river between Buford Dam and
Peachtree Creek for a total of 420
mllion gallons a day in that year

Wt hdrawal s were about the sane,
slightly less in 2001. W expect
themto be somewhat nore in 2003, and
perhaps as high as 440 mllion
gal lons a day as people -- in the
event we end up without as bad a
drought year as we've had in the
past .

Water quality is al so dependent
upon how t he Corps of Engi neers
operates its reservoirs, particularly
Buf ord Dam We have a conti nui ng
need for sufficient water in the
Chat t ahoochee River for water quality
pur poses.

The Corps of Engi neers has done
an outstanding job for nore than 25
years now in providing the m ni num of
750 cubic feet a second of flow in

t he Chattahoochee River just upstream
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from Peachtree Creek. And we appl aud
how t he Corps has been doi ng that,
and it needs to continue on.

In the mddle part of the river,
the City of LaGrange drew about 11
mllion gallons a day from West Poi nt
Lake during 2001; Col unbus and
Muscogee County about 35 million
gal lons a day from Lake Qiver in
2001.

And we expect those needs are
goi ng to be about the sane in the
next several years, but sonmewhat
higher. In addition to that, as
Billy Turner pointed out, the Georgia
Power Company manages its reservoirs
downstream from West Poi nt Lake usi ng
the releases from Wst Point Lake to
provi de certain mninmmflows here at
Col unbus, an average daily flow of
1160 CSF, and an instantaneous
m ni mum of 800 CSF

And there are many users
downstream from Col unbus that are

dependent upon those flows. W
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certainly encourage the Corps to
continue to operate West Point in a
wi se manner so that Georgia Power can
hel p these comuniti es downstreamin
neeting their needs.

We recogni ze that the Corps has
to bal ance the water needs of various
proj ect purposes and stakehol ders
t hroughout the basin. W also
believe that the Corps should
consider the relative econom c val ues
of these uses when prioritizing anmong
t he conpeting uses, especially when
there's not enough water to take care
of all of those needs at once.

For that reason, we have in our
letter, which I'lIl |leave with you,
listed a nunmber of estimates of
econoni ¢ val ue of periods of uses in
the basin in Georgia.

And | want to summarize those
very briefly. Annual values from
nmuni ci pal and industrial water supply
in Georgia are in rmultiple billions

of dollars per year.
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Recreation in four of the Corps
of Engi neers' |akes, Lanier, West
Point, Walter F. George, and
Sem nol e, we estimated about 1.7
billion dollars a year, about 1.2
billion of that being at Lake Lanier

Hydr opower on average over the
| ast nunber of years, based on the
rates that are paid for hydropower
t hese days draw four | akes, we think
it's somewhere around 40 nmillion a
year.

And navi gati on, based on
estimtes that were done in the
conprehensi ve study by the Corps of
Engi neers several years to the ACF,
we think are probably in the range of
four mllion dollars a year

So -- and then certainly aquatic
habitat and water quality have very
i nportant values. W haven't at this
point attenpted to put any dollar
val ues on those. W certainly
understand they are very high

We go from several billions of
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dollars a year in value from

muni ci pal and industrial water supply

to maybe 1.7 billion for recreation
per year, 40 mllion for hydropower,
four mllion a year for navigation

and some untol d nunber in the val ues
for habitat and for water quality.

In order to neet all these
needs, we believe the reservoirs
shoul d be mai ntai ned and as cl ose to
full as possible so that we're not
caught with | ow pool levels in the
event of another drought.

We don't know if the drought is
over yet. W hope it is. Five years
i s enough. But we don't know what
the new year is going to bring. W
urge the Corps to be very
conservative in maki ng nmgej or rel eases
for hydropower and navi gati on when
there is uncertainty about future
aquatic conditions.

Muni ci pal and i ndustrial water
supply and recreation have the

hi ghest econonic values for this
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water. Both benefit greatly from
having relatively full pools at the
Corps of Engineers' reservoirs and
benefit from operating reservoirs as
i f drought was imminent as they have
for a nunber of years.

Hydr opower also will benefit
fromfull pools when power demands
are higher in the sumer. Water wll
be avail abl e for energency rel eases
to maintain habitat and water quality
in the regul ated streanms downstream
fromthe reservoirs.

I'd like to say that the Corps
of Engineers, | think, has done a
remar kably good job of operating the
reservoirs in the ACF Basin over the
| ast several years, especially
considering the difficulties that
have been brought on all of us by
thi s drought.

We appreciate the work you've
done. A copy of our full letter wll
be left with the Corps of Engineers

for the record. Thank you.
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COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Just as a comment for the next
speaker. One of the things that we
did, that we started |ast year, we're
going to continue to do it again this
year.

We've got a standard rule card
t hat says that we operate the | akes
at full pool during the sunmer,
assum ng there's enough water there,
and then we pull them down for flood
control in the wintertime.

I made a decision |ast year to
raise all of the winter pools in an
effort to try and recapture full poo
inthe spring alittle sooner, since
we hadn't done that in a couple of
years.

That worked | ast year, except at
Lake Lanier. W just never got the
inflows at Lanier to get that up
where it bel ongs.

But we did reach full pool on
every other lake in the system

despite the fact we went through a
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fifth year of drought. W would have
been in worse shape had we not done
t hat .

It's inportant to understand
that there are sone risks in doing
that. Because what |'mtaking when
do that is flood control capacity.

And you have to recogni ze that
the ACF operates as a system And
when we anticipate a |arge w nter
storm typically that stormis com ng
in off the Gulf. It's going to fil
Lake Seminole first, and it's going
fill Walter F. Ceorge.

So | now have no capacity to
absorb any flow fromup river if |
have got an artificially high poo
upstream at West Point. Then when
that overflows, | have got no pl ace
to put that water, which nmeans |'m
fl oodi ng sonebody now.

So as that stormworks its way
up, | start running into problens
about ensuring that | nmaintain

sufficient flood capacity all the way
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up through the system

We're going to do the same thing
we did again this year -- the sane
thing we did | ast year, again this
year.

But 1'd like to |let everybody
know that as Menphis and ny
met eor ol ogi st and the rest of our
wat er managenent team | ook at the
weat her systens as they're conming in
and we see a bad storm com ng, then
that high winter pool that we've been
hol di ng may di sappear

The storm may not naterialize,
but from ny perspective in bal ancing
all of those needs and requirenents,
the risks and the costs are too
hi gh.

If it's going to flood sonebody
out, I'mgoing to dunp the water
early rather than risk flooding
sonebody downstream just to ensure
they have a high recreation pool the
foll owi ng sunmer.

| understand everybody's wants
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and needs and everything, but first
and forenost, |'mgoing to ensure the
safety of the fol ks downstream

So, again, we played that part
| ast year. |t worked out well
We're going to try it again this
year.

Hopefully, we're going to
recover all the lakes. Lanier is
al ready back above its historic
normal pool at this time of the
year. So we're partly up. We may
actually see full pool again at Lake
Lani er this com ng year

Next up, Ti m Perkins.

MR. TIM PERKINS: Thank you. M
nane is TimPerkins. |'mthe
director of the water and sewer
departnment in Forsyth County.

Forsyth County is one of
nei ghboring counties on Lake Lanier
approximately 20 square mles of the
county itself was flooded by the |ake
and the surrounding property of the

| ake.
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By the way, that property was
taken off the tax base. It was
purchased by the Corps of Engi neers.

We have people in the county
whose fanmily farnms, their churches,
their famly ceneteries were al
fl ooded by the | ake when it filled
up.

This is one of the reasons that
some of our citizens feel like we've
been | eft out because we have been
unable to get a withdrawal permt of
our own from Lake Lanier

We're one of the fastest grow ng
counties in the nation for the | ast
ten years. For two years running, we
were the fastest growi ng county in
t he nati on.

| say that not to brag. W just
as soon it not happen. But | say it
because we don't have a discharge
permit of any kind in the river or
| ake. We don't have a withdrawa
permt of our own.

We're forced to share an intake
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with the City of Cumming. W had
that growth wi thout the current
restrictions on discharges and

wi t hdr awal s.

Anyway, we're forced to share an
intake with the City of Cumnm ng,
which is working well, but it's also
causi ng our customers to have to pay
hi gher rates for services. It costs
us nore to do that than if we could
provide it ourselves.

That intake is currently
becom ng i npacted because it's
undersi zed, and we need to split from
the city. W have a treatnment plant
of our own. We need to split and
provi de water separately.

To do that, we would need a
storage allocation contract fromthe
Corps to nmke that happen. The
| ake's terribly inportant to us.

The recreation around the | ake
feeds our conmunity, surrounding
conmunities also. W believe the

best use for us is to take the water
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to use it, toclean it up to the
hi ghest treatnent possible.

We're currently doing that on
the | and application system using
menbr ane technol ogy and then
returning that water back to the
river or |ake for others to use.
We're prepared to do that. It's
terribly expensive, but that's what
has to be done.

The | ake itself has actually
prohi bited us fromgetting a
di scharge pernmit into the river and
that the dissol ved oxygen comng from
the | ake during the sunmer nonths is
causing a problemfor the trout
st andar ds.

The project you currently have
to work on the turbul ence in the dam
is terribly inportant to us and woul d
correct that problem W hope
not hi ng happens to your funding to
stop that.

One thing that -- we do have

sonmewhat of an unreliable water

121



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

source with the drought we've had and
wat eri ng bans that were in place.

We've got a lot of people in our
county who are putting in wells, who
are dropping punps in farm ponds and
streanms outside of any permtted
requi renents, and we see the springs
drying up.

Then that's taking from water
that's flowing into the | akes and the
river. And we see -- at one point
this year, we saw a streamthat only
had two cubic feet per second fl ow ng
down.

And that was al nost the anmpunt
of water that was being put in by the
city termnal's wastewater plant. W
know it had a lot nore than that. We
believe that sone people were draw ng
t hat water out, but we don't know
wher e.

The other thing that's happening
in our County is we're continuing to
go on septic tanks. Septic tanks

don't allow that water to be treated
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and returned to the river for others
to use.

We have a few thousand custoners
on sewer that's being treated by
Ful ton County and the City of
Curmmi ng.

We need these discharge pernits
so that we can build the treatnent
pl ants, put the intrastructure in to
keep them from goi ng on septic
t anks.

We, too, have a fast grow ng
wat er demand. | won't bore you with
the nunbers of the gallons we need.
W're a fairly small county, so it's
not nearly as large as sone of the
ot her counties in the area.

But I will send you the
menor andum prepared by our engineers
with the future projections for the
wat er needs for us. And, again,
thank you for this opportunity to
cone and speak.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: G ve us a

sanpl e of those needs.

123



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR, TIM PERKINS: Qur
projections for our billed-out would
be 44 nmillion gallons on an annua
average nunber, a max day woul d be 66
mllion gallons. That would be
somewhere in the 2030 range at the
rate we're going.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Okay.

Thank you. Charl es DeBardel eben

MR. CHARLES DEBARDELEBEN: Thank
you, Colonel. | appreciate the
opportunity to be here as well. Cod
bl ess you that you have to listen to
everybody here today. | just hope
genui nely we can all work together to
help you with this. Seriously, I
think we can do this.

My smal | conpany seens |like a
small fish in a big pond, but |I'm
going to tell you just a little about
it. We do have an inpact. It is a
nati onal inpact as well, so please
bear with ne.

Steward Machi nes was founded in

the 1900s with a fam |y business.
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Since its inception, fanmly owners,
since 1952, our owners. W are one
of the | argest manufacturers of
novabl e bridge machinery in the
world, and also the |latest structural
steel, spillway gates, very |large
wat er di spl acement punps.

Due to the increasing
requirenents -- and | do enphasize
the increasing requirenents on us, we
use very | arge conponents to be
shi pped by barge, along with the
expandi ng intrastructure segnent of
our busi ness.

In June of 2000, we purchased a
former Trinity Industries plant in
Bai nbri dge, Georgia. Ironically, the
Trinity Plant was a facility that
built barges. And they would take
these barges to their custoners down
the Flint River through the
Apal achi col a.

The primary reason that we
purchased the facility, 120, 000

square feet of manufacturing space,

125



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

was the assured availability of
navi gat abl e wat er way.

Shortly after we purchased the
Bai nbri dge plant, we received the
necessary permts to construct a new
200-foot bul k head and | oading slip
to accommpdat e 400 tons of capacity
for efficient barge | oading.

In the fall of 2000 we inforned
the Corps, the Mbile District, that
we were proceeding with several very
| arge DOT novabl e bridges and vari ous
ot her projects including |arge
gates.

Subsequent to the notification
of the Corps, we were informed by the
Corps that barge traffic was very
limted on the system due to, and
quot e, dredge problens on the
Apal achi col a River. CObviously, we
wer e devast at ed.

In April of 2001, we formally
notified the Mobile Corps that we had
j obs in-house that would require 18

bar ge shi pments over the next year
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To date, we have yet to ship our
first barge fromthat plant.

Qur plans to spend over a
mllion dollars on a bulk head and
slip remain on hold. Al of these
j obs nentioned in April of 2001
except one, were forced to be
conpl eted at other |ocations that we
were conpelled to | ease at their
extravagant prices.

One job in particul ar, Sout hwest
Second Avenue, downtown M ami, which
is the | argest drawbridge in the
worl d, was schedul ed to be shi pped
out of our Bainbridge facility.

W were forced to conmplete at a
tenporary | eased | ocation costing
St eward Machi nes an additional 2.5
mllion in just |ease and additiona
| abor. That was just one job.

The val ue of the cargo plan for
these 18 shi pnents was over 40
mllion dollars. The increased cost
to do these jobs in | eased space

el sewhere was over 10 mllion
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dol  ars.

The |l ast remmining jobs to be
shi pped by barge out of this plant
cannot be noved to another | ocation.
W t hout special waivers fromthe
Corps, that's not going to happen.

We have secured special 1,000
hor sepower jet boats for this
shi pnent, one | ate Decenber of this
year, and the other one in April of
2003. These barges will be nopved.
Al'l we need is three-and-a-half feet
of water to make this shipnent
happen.

Qbvi ously, we have not planned
for any future shiprments out of this
facility nor do we i medi ately plan
to conplete the bulk head and slip
until we have assurances that this
wat erway will be navi gatable, whether
by dredgi ng, nav wi ndows, or seasons,
i f adhered to.

However, if we do not receive
t hese assurances in the very near

future, we'll probably close the
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Bai nbridge facility, sell it, and use
the proceeds towards another site on
a navi gatabl e waterway at a very
difficult and expensi ve undert aking,
given the size of the facility that
we require.

Closing this plant woul d nmean
putting 80 people out of work in
Bai nbridge. Closing it would nean
the 20-to0-30 million dollars worth of
wor k goi ng through the plant annually
woul d st op.

Cl osi ng woul d nean the inpact on
the |l ocal econony woul d be
i nsurmount abl e. However, the inpact
woul d be caused to the traveling
public to the effect of businesses,
emer gency services, Coast Guard,
interstate commerce, et cetera.

If they were not able to provide
t he conponents to the respective
destinations via barge, would be
devastating. Thank you very rmuch,
Col onel

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
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Doug Barr.

MR. DOUG BARR: Thank you,
Colonel. |1'm Doug Barr with the
Nort hwest Fl orida Water Managenent
District. |1'malso a nenmber of
Florida's teamin the Interstate
Conpact negoti ati ons.

Li ke the others, | would like to
thank you very nuch for holding this
nmeeting. It's a pleasure to be able
to come up and neet people we've
known for a nunber of years and
particul arly address you and identify
some of the needs that we have.

There's a couple of itenms that |
would like to mention, first of all
in regards to Operation to Save the
Reservoirs, they are very, very
i mportant to the State of Florida.

Those reservoirs provide | ow
fl ow augnentation for the State of
Florida. |In particular, Apalachicola
River is very very inportant to the
continued integrity, biologica

integrity habitat of those two
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syst ens.

So while operating it in a
conservative manner is certainly good
fromthe perspective of upstream
from our perspective, downstream
could mean that we don't see
fluctuation flows that we believe
t hat system needs.

In regard to the dredgi ng, and
specifically with regard to the
di sposal of dredge materials,
traditionally the disposal of the
dredge material is problematic. It
does tend to sand-in the shorelines
of the rivers.

And, also, we're finding that
t he di sposal practices allow that
same material to wash down stream and
| ocks of f sonme of these sl ough areas
that are very, very inportant to the
river and the bayou that spawn back
in those areas.

And as long as the dredging is
continuing, and the disposal of those

materials is being done in the sane
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fashion it has in the past, it's
going to make it very, very difficult
for the State of Florida to restore

t hose areas.

We have one | arge project comng
up this year which Florida is going
to be maki ng quite an expenditure
trying to restore one of those sl ough
ar eas.

As long as the materials are
bei ng di sposed of in the same fashion
as the past, we may find that those
materials, you know, wash down the
river and close off those sl oughs
agai n.

So, from our perspective,

di sposal of those materials is
keeping us frombeing able to restore
those very very inportant habitat
areas that we have along the river.
Thank you, Colonel, for giving us al
the opportunity to visit with you
this evening.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.

A brief coment along the issue of
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dredgi ng and dredge disposal. A
pretty significant event occurred
this evening with, | believe, our
second speaker, when Gulf County
of fered up on disposal sites for use
for the disposal of dredge materi al

Typi cal ly, when the federa
government operates a channel, the
| ocal sponsor, the non-federa
sponsor, is responsible for providing
t he di sposal areas.

If lands are not available, in
this case what they've done
hi storically along the Apal achicol a
River is within banks disposal with,
| believe, about three exceptions
where we've gotten other disposa
sites.

If you're maxed out at the
upl and di sposal sites, in sone cases
extremes -- I'msure many of you out
there are famliar with Sand
Mountain. It's about a 40 or 50-foot
hi gh mountain of sand that's upl and.

That's where all the sand has been
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piled that's been dredged.

But el sewhere, sand is put al ong
the edge of the stream bank with the
idea being it doesn't go up into the
backwaters. It stays within the
banks of the stream

But, obviously, if it stays
within the banks of the stream when
wat er comes up, you're going to get
sone of that material back in, so
you' re redredging material that
you' ve al ready di sposed of within
banks. That's rather problematic.

The fact that an upl and di sposal
area has been made avail abl e changes
the dynam cs of that. That
elim nates sone of the problens
associated with dredgi ng of what do
you do with the dredging material

It doesn't get back into the
system so that it doesn't end up
bl ocki ng up the sloughs as it
nm grates downstream

And we've got a joint project

t hat we've been working on with the
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State of Florida to re-open those

sl oughs. A couple of those have not
wor ked the way we thought they woul d,
so we're back doing some tests to see
how do we need to realign those so we
can get those things functioning
properly.

Moving on. Bill Kenyon.

MR, BILL KENYON:. |'mBill
Kenyon. |'mthe chairman of the C ay
County Econom ¢ Devel oprment Counci |
al so vice-chairman for the C ay
County Cooperative Authority.

Clay is a very small county with
a popul ation of only about 3300
people. It is one of the nost
econom cal ly depressed counties in
the State of Georgia.

The county's present econonic
base is primarily agriculture and
tourism Lake Walter F. George forns
the basis for the tourismindustry
there in Clay County.

This is based upon the visitors

to the | ake for recreation and for
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fishing purposes. These activities
to the lake in turn provide tax
revenues to the county based on our
Local Option Sal es Tax.

This is a tax that is collected
on the sales of services and goods
within the county. They are required
to be dedicated to the reduction of
ad val orem property taxes for
property owners.

Property tax is a primary tax
revenue source for the county.

Fi scal year 1999, C ay County
received $267,240 in this |loca
option sal es tax.

| think it was right after this
period that the | ake was |lowered to a
very low level. W could not get
boats out into it. It wasn't very
safe to travel, and also the fishing
was just about totally devastated.

The anmount received in 1999
anounted to approxi mately 20 percent
of the county's operating budget. W

are a small county with a budget
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barely over one mllion dollars.

Due to the reduced visitation to
the lake, in conjunction with the tax
revenue, the |local option tax revenue
for the fiscal year 2000 fell from
$267,000 all the way down, within one
year, to $138, 220.

The foll owi ng year, fiscal year
2001, they were down to $123, 406.

And for the fiscal year that just
ended the 1st of October, fiscal year
2002, these revenues were down to
$103, 864.

You can see this has
dramatically affected the county's
operating budget. As a result, this
dramati c decrease of revenue for our
county operating budget resulted in
two straight years of substantia
property tax increases.

It's also affecting retailers.
We have one retailer reporting now it
takes himtw nonths to sell the sane
amount of bait that he once sold in

one week.
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In addition to our |ocal option
sal es tax, the county al so depends a
great deal on what we refer to as a
Speci al Purpose Local Option Sal es
Tax. This is also a one percent tax,
and it's dedicated to road
mai nt enance.

Revenues al so fell over a
hundred thousand dollars a year for
this special purpose |ocal option
sales tax. This is probably half of
our total road budget.

In the past three years, Cay
County, which is only 3300 in
popul ati on, has suffered
approximately one mllion dollars in
| ost revenues.

It's very inmportant to us to
have navi gation and recreation at
Lake Walter F. George. W thout
navi gati on and proper managenent of
this lake and its reservoir |evels,
this drop in revenue could be a
permanent | oss to Clay County.

This is sonething that -- Cay
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County is an econom cally deprived
county, and cannot afford. Thank you
for your attention and tine.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
G enni e Bench

MS. GLENNI E BENCH: Good
eveni ng. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak. M nane is
G ennie Bench. |'ma nenber of the
Georgia Ports Authority, and |I'm al so
a resident of Bainbridge, Georgia.

VWen you're the small dog in the
fight, you have to use all the
resources and assets you have in
order to conpete.

The availability of transporting
goods and materials on the Flint
River is a primary asset that we
cannot afford to |ose.

The rural areas of Ceorgia are
t he equivalent of a small dog in a
fight. And we need this and all of
our limted nunber of assets to stay
in the fight for posterity and a

better quality of life.
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Qur inability to consistently
use the river system for navigation
in recent years, though scarcely
publicized in sone areas of the
state, has cost us jobs, econonmc
growt h opportunities, profits,
defici enci es of operation, and
productivity in an area of Georgia
where even one job, one percent
i ncrease in cost, one percent
decrease in productivity makes
econom c statistics waiver.

Sout hwest Georgi a cannot afford
to |l ose access to this vital asset.
The CGeorgia Ports Authority facility
was constructed in Bainbridge to
provide flexibility for transporting
goods and materials to and fromthe
area where transportation options
were extrenmely limted. That need
has not changed.

Qur ability to conpete in the
mar ket pl ace requires the
availability of conpetitive options

for the manufacturer and distribution
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of goods.

Rai|l rates have al ready
escal ated at rates higher than what
ot her geographi c areas have
experienced. Freight rates for
trucki ng have just risen again, and
nost are subject to surcharges due to
fuel prices.

Trucking is al so an expensive
option in light of the fact that
there is still no four-1lane hi ghway
bet ween Bai nbri dge and any mj or
mar ket to the north, east, or west of
us.

These obstacles are further
exacerbated by the greater
envi ronnment al consequences of rai
and truck over barge transportation.

The avail ability of consistent
navi gation has in the past resulted
in mllions of tons of goods and
mat eri al s bei ng shipped via the Flint
Ri ver through the Georgia Ports
Aut hority facility al one.

So the statistics fromthe
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United Stated Departnent of
Transportation allows you to
calculate the following: It would
take a seven-mle long train, or 2300
trucks stretching 90 mles bunper to
bunper to transport the tonnage that
only 40 barges can carry.

One gallon of fuel can nmove one
ton of cargo 514 nmiles via barge, but
only 202 nmles via rail, and a neasly
59 nmiles by truck. The savings to
shi ppers fromthe use of barge
transportation are at a m ni num seven
billion dollars annually.

Additionally, during the '90s,
when navi gati on was inconsistent at
best, the tonnage being shipped
through the Georgia Ports Authority
facility increased by 59 percent from
1991 to 1995 and averaged a growth of
90 percent per year between '91 and
' 97.

Thi s speaks to the demand and
need for barge transportation as wel

as the econom c conpetitive advant age
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that it provides.

The advant ages of barge
transportation that existed when the
facility was built still exists
t oday, but producers cannot be
expected to put up with a systemthat
i s cunbersonme and inconsistent.

The infrastructure is in place
to avoid those frustrations.

Sout hwest Ceorgi a wants and needs the
opportunity to enploy that
infrastructure for the benefit of al
the market places that would reach
Thank you for the opportunity to
speak.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Ruf us Powel | .

MR, RUFUS POWELL: 1'Il pass.
Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Dick
Ti mrer ber g.

MR. DI CK TI MMERBERG. Thank
you. My nane again is Dick
Timrerberg. |'mwith the West Point

Lake Coalition. And we basically
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have ei ght points on our wish |ist,
if you will.

St eady and/or rising spring poo
to protect the spawn and mai ntain or
i mprove the West Point Lake fishery
for the casual angler, as well as the
tour nanent fisherman.

Maintain a full pool from
Menori al Day through October 1st for
the safety of fishernen, recreationa
boaters, skiers, and the overal
enjoynent of all visitors.

Mai ntain wi nter pool at a
m ni rum of 630 to keep the | ake a
12-month -- to facilitate full poo
during the sunmer season

During periods of crisis or
drought, allocate as nmuch as possible
an equitable distribution of water
among the various stakehol ders and
i nterests.

There, again, | guess we would
selfishly ask for a particularly
vigilant eye up towards Atlanta in

their election to | ead, apparently,
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an unbridl ed and voracious thirst for
water without a concrete plan

Next, all ow LaGrange, Troup
County, and surroundi ng regi ons of
Georgia and Al abama to realize
maxi mum econom cal potential of West
Poi nt Lake.

I think we've furnished a copy
that you have, and we can furnish an
addi ti onal one of the study by A L.
Burruss Institute.

In "94 it showed a 125 mllion
dol I ar annual econonic inpact on
LaGrange, Troup, and the surrounding
region. Currently, Dr. Gary MG nnis
estimtes that nunber to be closer to
about 200 million dollars.

We woul d ask that all w ndows of
navi gation are carefully scrutinized
via strict predeterm ned requirenents
and then plan accordingly to negate
or mninmze the inpact on the entire
system

We would like to continue to

partner with the Corps to pronote
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safety and reduce trash and litter on
West Point Lake and ask that you take
st eps whenever necessary to protect
and/ or inprove water quality.

If | have got a second, |'d just
like to conmplicate one of your
chal I enges you mentioned earlier in
terms of quantifying the econom c
i mpact .

M. Reheis tal ked about a 1.7
billion dollar recreational val ue.
Anot her gentleman referred to the
boati ng i ndustry.

| refer to econom c inpact on
Troup. |1'd like to enphasize
t hough, that not everything is
measured in dollars and cents, even
though I'mused to that myself.

And | think you have to talk
about just the mental val ue of
recreation. And | guess the thing to
consider is keep it away fromwater a
m nut e.

And imagine if you told all the

golfers, of which I'mone, you can't
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play golf anynore. You can't go
j 0ggi ng anynore.

If you | ooked at everybody's
rest and rel axation, the infanous
R&R, and you renoved that from them
I think you would hear sufficient
outcry that would at |east quantify
you putting value on the reservoirs
and the ACF systemthat we're talking
about into recreational val ue.
Thanks.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Mari |l yn Bl ackwel |

MS. MARI LYN BLACKWELL: My nane
is Marilyn Blackwell. I'mwth the
Apal achicola -- Help Save the
Apal achi cola River group. And | cane
here to try to understand where
di fferent people were com ng from

And | think I have got a little
bit of a handle on it. | have heard
a |lot of words about the noney, how
much the river is worth, and this
group over here wants this much

wat er, and that group wants that
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much, and that one wants that nuch.

And when you add all that up
you' ve got an inpossible job because
there's not that nuch water, plus,
nore than likely, there will be |ess
water in years to cone.

The water table is getting | ower
and |lower. The farmers are going
deeper and deeper for irrigation
water. They're taking nore out of
t he Apal achicola River, nore for
devel opnent .

And the bottomline is |ike --
the river, you know, don't call it

t he Chattahoochee, the Flint, or the

Apal achicola, call it the river. It
heads up in Al abama and Georgia. It
ends at the bay. |It's a river.

And it's |ike a beautiful flower
that is being torn apart to where
there is going to be nothing left of
it. And then where will all this
needs be?

| don't understand that there is

so many people up here with
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conpletely different ideas than what
we have down there. This is the
second big nmeeting that's been held
i n Col unbus, Georgi a.

We have to cone 200 miles and
over to get here. | believe that
sonme of these people need to cone to
our territory, see our problens.

Undoubtedly, y'all don't have
the destruction that we have. You
don't have the people that |ove the
river |like we do. We don't want it
for nmoney or power or farmi ng. W
want it for itself because it
deserves to live

And everybody in this room needs
to take a different | ook at what's
happeni ng because you're destroying a
treasure, and nobody is going to get
what they want, nobody. It's a
| osing battle. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
While we're here -- actually, I'm
gl ad you nade the coments you made.

Part of why we're here is so that
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everybody starts to see who all is --
conpeting for the resource that we
refer to as the river. Hang on.

It's my turn. My turn.

MS. MARI LYN BLACKWELL: Okay.
I|'"mnot going to interrupt you.
just want the rest of ny five
m nut es.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Part of the
idea is so that we can hear what
everybody is | ooking for because the
hand that I'mdealt is the river as

it exists today.

And what | can do is -- | can't
say |'ll address your problem but |
won't address yours. | have got to

figure out how do | bal ance all of
t hese.

And a | ot of you in the audience
have heard this before. | won't make
everybody happy. |If | made everybody
equal | y unhappy, then |I have probably
got the bal ance just about right.

Sonmebody earlier said we've got

to share in the pain. Well, part of
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it is to ensure that the pain that
we're sharing is shared across all of
t he users.

Typically, we talk in terms of
the navigation interests like the
Steward Machine or the fol ks up on
the | akes that have got a fishing
busi ness or a marina business, or the
wat er authority.

But there's other users, also.
There are the users of the
environnental constituencies and the
fish and wildlife organizations that
are down on the other end of the
system

And part of what | have got to
do is ensure that | know what all of
t hose various constituencies are
| ooking for and do the best | can to
bal ance all of that and to nmake calls
that maybe don't involve sinply
economn cs.

Maybe it involves a call in
terms of what's best in terns of

envi ronnent al stewardship. One of
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t he di scussions that we had with the
Florida Fish and Wldlife earlier in
the year was the discussion with
respect to the fish spawn.

Typically, you've got fish
spawning in the river at the sane
time that the fish are spawning in
t he | akes.

Well, a nunber of years ago, we
wrote an agreement with the states
that said we will consult with you to
make sure that we won't drop the
level in the | ake during the fish
spawn to ensure we don't kill off the
| ake spawn.

Well, that's great, except if
you' ve got sone big fluctuations over
on the Flint system then that neans
the heavy flow down to Flint nakes
for a heavy flow down on the
Apal achi col a.

But | have no controls. | can't
regulate the flow on the Flint. So
if a big stormhits and the water

level is up, and | flood the
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backwat ers of the Apal achicola, well
those waters recede fairly quickly.

If that happens while they're
spawni ng, then, | have got all those
spawni ng fish that are caught out in
the backwaters, and | can't augnent
the flow to keep that l[evel up so
that they can get back out of the
backwaters unless | start dropping
the | akes.

Well, | have this agreenent that
I"mnot going to drop the | akes
because they're spawni ng up there.

So one of the things that we agreed
to was that we're going to start a
consul tation process and see if there
isn't some nore flexibility in how we
regul ate the | akes during those
spawni ng peri ods.

So maybe it's not a perfect
spawn in the | akes, but we don't Kil
themall off down the river either
So, again, there's sone tradeoffs
that have to occur, but | can't make

those tradeoffs until | know what's
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hangi ng i n the bal ance.

So, again, that's a big part of
why | have got everybody here
tonight. And I, again, thank you al
for com ng out because that gives ne
information that ny fol ks need in
order to make intelligent decisions
of how you nmanage the water
resource.

We've done it based on partia
information in the past. And,
frankly, it hadn't been a very good
job, if you look at it in hindsight.

G ven the data that we had at
the tine, we could say, well, we did
the best we could. 1In the past, the
best hasn't been good enough.

So we've got to get that a
little bit better. The position that
['"'minis | can't throw nmy hands up
and say, Cod, this is a |ose-lose
proposition no matter how you | ook at
it. | have got to find the best
sol ution out there for everybody.

So is it easy, no. As Cenera
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Powel | would say, if it was an easy
job, they'd give it to somebody
el se.

So we'l|l gather everybody's data
to see what we need to do and then --
and |'mgoing to kind of sumuarize
what all | have heard toni ght when
everybody' s done.

We're going to lay all that out
back in the district and try to nake
a call on how can we neet all of
t hese needs nore effectively than we
have in the past if we | ook at
nmul ti pl e needs sinultaneously. W
haven't done that in the past.

We' ve | ooked at constituency's
needs exclusively. That's a |ousy
way to do business. That's the way
we did it in the past, but it's not
how we're going to do it anynore.

So that's why we're here, and
that's what we're shooting for
Again, we're not as good as we need
to be, we may not be as good as we

ought to be, but we're working on
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it. This is a big step forward in
trying to get there

And | cut you off a
m nut e- and-a-half before your tinme
was up. Go ahead, Marilyn.

MS. MARI LYN BLACKWELL: Thank
you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER:  Sure.

MS. MARILYN BLACKWELL: Al
right. Some people seemto have the
i dea that the plan is to discontinue
-- or people are wanting to
deaut hori ze the dredging on all three
rivers.

W' ve never ever advocated
deaut horizing the Flint or the
Chatt ahoochee. The Apal achicola is
what our problemis

And as far as barge traffic on
it, there was no barge traffic on it
at all, even before the drought
started, because there was only one
bar ge conmpany because nobody wanted
to ship on the river because they

couldn't be assured of a channel
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The Corps has dredged the
Apal achi cola for a hundred years and
has never been able to maintain a
channel

And as far as the silt, the sand
deposits being the problemw th the
dr edgi ng, the dredgi ng causes a | ot
of problenms other than the sand
deposi ts.

Thi s past dredge season, we | ost
ten and fifteen feet of the bank in
stretches from where the dredging
caused the trees to fall in |ike
domi nos.

A lot of things about the
dredging is detrimental to the river
system But why not deauthorize the
Apal achi col a, being as how there's no
barge traffic on it.

When the Corps dredged for four
nonths trying to get the sand -- to
start noving it -- for four nonths
they dredged. You could go behind
t hat channel where they was dredging

and the channel was filling up as
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fast as they was dredging it because
there is so nuch silt in the river.
COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thanks.
MS. MARI LYN BLACKWELL: Thank
you. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Shel | ey

Scroggi ns.
MR. SHELLEY SCROGG NS: |'m
Shel l ey Scroggins. | live on the

Apal achicola River in Gulf County,
and | devote much as effort as | can
to help try to restore the ecosystem
down there to sonme extent.

But | have a major question for
you, as seeing the awful task that
you have, at what point in the future
do you think or see in your planning
t he advance of a civilization from
Atl anta southward would it be to such
an extent that you would have to say,
whoa, this is enough?

This is all you can take out of
the river. There will be no nore
shi ppi ng up and down the river

because we can't allocate enough
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water. And due to all this
expansi on, do you foresee that in the
very foreseeable future? And, again
I thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.

I don't have the answers to any of
your questions. Frankly, |I'mnot the
deci ding player in it.

In terns of when you say you
can't do this anynore, that's what
the water conpact negotiations are
al | about.

VWhat are the limtations, what
are the allocations going to be
t hrough that systen? What else is in
store in terns of what is today a
fixed resource?

VWhat linmits and whet her there
wi |l be navigation on the waterway?
Well, part of it is, if we get to a
normal rainfall for a year, that
changes the whol e picture.

If | have got adequate flow into
the system as opposed to the

extremely small flows that we've had
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the last five years, it changes the
whole thing in terms of what's
available in ternms of water supply,
and what's avail able for water
quality, for hydropower, what's
avail abl e for navigation?

Again, in a normal, you've got
sufficient flows that are com ng
downstream that while you nay not be
able to navigate 12 nonths out of the
year, there certainly are seasons
where that channel needs to be
avail abl e and can be available with a
normal flow and a m ni mal amount of
dr edgi ng.

The Corps would do sonme of the
dredgi ng potentially with some
structural solutions. Wat would
t hose be, don't know.

| would want to nodel that
because, again, you've got a -- | had
the chance to ride the Apal achicol a.
It's a beautiful river. It's
gor geous.

And, yeah, it's sad to | ook at
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the di sposal areas, the bank di sposa
areas on the side of the river area.
You know, | can't sit up here and
say, oh, that's a good thing. It's
not. But it was done.

So what do you do with it now,
do you just leave it? Do you walk
away fromit? Do you try and fix
it? That's what we're wrestling
with.

In the course of trying to fix
it, there's some options that are out
there, and | would certainly want a
nodel of any ideas that we had before
we try to inplement themto ensure
that what we did was, in fact, a fix
and not creating another problem

But that's sonething that we've
got to proceed forward with. W
can't just sit back and say, well
we're stuck with the ness and we're
not going to do anything with it, or
to heck with it, we're just going to
let, you know, civilization march on,

and if the ecosystemon the
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Apal achi col a Ri ver degrades, well
that's the cost of progress.

That's not an acceptabl e
solution, and that's not how we're
going to proceed. So, again, in
terms of how nuch water comes out,
that's going to be negotiated between
the states and be passed on to the
federal comm ssioner

And, you know, that may require
a change to law, in ternms of how the
systemis -- what the authorizations
are for it.

But, again, that's sonething
that will be negotiated by the states
and then we'll come back to the Corps
and |l ook for a recommendati on and an
assessnment about what this has
changed, and if need be, neke those
changes. It may require changes to
| egislation. But | don't nmake the
calls on any of those.

In terns of the growth in the
Atlanta area, we're |ooking today at

a nunber of projects |ooking at water
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-- the netro Atlanta watershed and
assessi ng what needs to happen there
in terms of water quality, potentia
wat er supply, and that sort of

t hi ng.

But that's a local issue. |
mean, that's an issue where | oca
pl anni ng comm ssi ons get together and
decide this is how we're going to
regul ate the gromh, this is how
we're going to control so it's
managed, and that you can assure the
folks that are noving into that area
as well as the folks that are already
there, that there are adequate
services avail abl e.

In the process of building up an
area, you're not going to destroy the
area, or, you know, areas that are
ancillary to that, such as whoever is
downstream from Atl ant a.

But, again, that's an issue to
be worked at the state and | oca
| evel and not sonething the Corps of

Engineers is in the mddle of. W
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wi |l provide sonme advice or sone
studies, but that's the extent of
it.

Movi ng on. John Davis. |I'm
beginning to notice that | might be
| osing sone of the fol ks that wanted
to speak.

MR, JOHN DAVIS: M nane is John
Davis, and |'m a nmenber of a nunber
of organizations, but |'m not
representing anybody. |'mhere -- |
speak for nyself and nyself al one.

Nobody has a -- | love big
rivers. The first tine | went down
the Apal achicola River, | was 12
years old, and | was on a raft that
made. And | have been on the river
ever since then.

And every four-to-six weeks, |
travel the distance of one of these
three rivers, sonetines two. And
hear a lot of things. | have heard a
I ot of things here tonight that just
don't meke sense to ne.

It's not what | see, it's not
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what | phot ograph. NAV w ndows, for
exanpl e, how destructive they are to
t he environment.

I"'malso a historian. And if
you go back -- and I'mglad to hear
sonmeone here tonight -- | want to
find out who it was that said they
had records back 50 years of water
I evels. | have not been able to find
t hat .

But | have found newspaper
articles and old annual reports from
the U S. Arny Engineers, and it was
not unconmon at all on all three of
these rivers for the water to go up
30 feet or nore overnight and be back
down in two days to the origina
l evel .

And that didn't happen ten tines
a year like now, but it did happen
three and four tinmes a nonth in the
spring and w nter.

So, you know, it doesn't nmmke
sense to ne that now -- or that's

bad; al though, any environnentali st
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has to not be in favor of that.
Because a properly dredged river, not
one that we put dredged material in
wet | ands, but one that is properly
dredged and di sposed of in a way
that's not harnful to the environnent
-- in a properly dredged river, you
don't need nav wi ndows. It's just

not necessary.

And insofar as -- another thing
that bothers nme, | know that at | east
on four occasions, | have had an

appoi ntnment to neet with the
riverkeeper on the | ower rivers.

And every tinme, the neeting has
been canceled. | never had an
opportunity to exchange information
or anything. So I'mglad you're here
and you're giving us a chance to
tal k.

We never get a change to provide
the data that we've got. So | would
to commend the Corps and you for
being here. | certainly appreciate

it.
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And | have prepared a | ot of
ot her things, but you said that we
couldn't tal k about each other, so
that destroyed that. That took
three-fourths of nmy presentation.

You know, another thing, one
nore example that | -- | hear
dredgi ng stops up all these sloughs
and creeks, and | do see sloughs and
creeks that are stopped up with sand,
but it didn't come from dredgi ng.

It came from poor |and
practices. And | have got a series
of pictures, photographs, col or
pi ctures about three or four nonths
ago where the Patoka had gone down,
and sonme of these small sloughs and
creeks have been stopped up for ten
years or nmore and dug it out as far
back as that drag |ine.

And every nmonth, | would go back
and take a picture of that same creek
or that same slough, and you can see
the sand coming frominland to the

nmouth of the river. 1t's not com ng
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fromthe river. 1t's back inland.

And sone of those the fol ks dug
out four nonths ago are filled up
again. And it's frominland sites,
primarily poor agriculture |and
practices, poor construction
practices, clear-cut |ogging, and a
| ot of other things.

So the Corps gets a |lot of
accusations that are not true.
Dredgi ng has got a |lot of accusations
that are absolutely not true

And this is ny last. As an
environnental ist, the thing about the
Apal achicola River -- and it exists
only there. It doesn't exist on the
Chat t ahoochee or the Flint. But
these floating cabins, they have no
way to dispose of sewage.

There are over 200 of them on
t he Apal achicola River that | have
counted, and | think there are nore
than that, but | didn't go up in al
those -- the tributaries.

But if these things sit there in
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times of drought |ike we've had --
there are fishing cabins in the
sunmmer and there are hunting cabins
in the winter that are occupied nore
time than you think.

And sewage, human waste, feces
is dunped right into the Apal achicol a
Ri ver. Sone of these are al npst
within a stone's throw of
Apal achi col a.

And t hey cause vibrio, they
cause Hepatitis A. | had a patient
that | have seen that in 48 hours
after eating oysters from
Apal achi col a was fighting for her
life in a hospital in Dothan. And
her sister who flew back to Chio was
doi ng the sane thing.

There's a |l ot of data on that.
Recall s on oysters -- and | have
eaten in the oyster houses in
Apal achicola. [It's unbelievable.

It's all because of these
floating cabins. It's all because of

these floating cabins, it's not
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com ng from sewage from any towns or
your hog barn.

These di seases that they're
getting, like the vibrio, are from
human waste. | have witten officia
written conplaints to everybody in
Florida I know, Northwest Florida
board of managenent areas, all the
envi ronnental organi zations, the
Depart ment of Environnental
Protection in Florida, Governor Bush
-- and that got sone movement
t here.

But that's sonething that
sonmebody needs to address. Everybody
| talked to in Florida denies
responsibility to regul ate those
t hi ngs.

| was told as soon as the
el ecti on was over, for the state,

t hey were going to do sonething about
it. They never have. | think the
only option that's available to the
public, as a resident of Apal achicola

and other towns in Florida and the
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visitors that go there, the only
option they've got to protect

t henmsel ves from these diseases is the
Cor ps mai ntains that channel
continues to dredge and numintains
that channel so that you've got an
adequate flow to flush these things
out.

Because it's one of those cases
where the solution to pollutionis
dilution. If you don't get that
stuff flushed out and have an
adequate flow, a |ot of other people
are going to die.

This is the interesting point.
The di seases you get from eating
contam nated oysters, 50 percent --
over 50 percent of the people who
become ill, die, over 50 percent.

It's not like the West Nile
Virus where a couple of themdie, and
a couple of themget sick. So
woul d ask if the Corps has any
i nfluence over getting those illega

cabins off of there.
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In lieu of that, maintain the
channel and have adequate fl ow.

After all these years, |I'm convinced
wi t hout any question, whatsoever,

that you can -- if you use proper

dr edgi ng, you can al so have a heal t hy
envi ronnent, and you can protect the
ecosystem

You can have them at the sane
time. Sonme of these people try to
tell you it's an either or thing.
You're either going to dredge the
channel, or you're going to have a
heal t hy environnent. But the
technology is there to have both.
Thank you, sir.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Cheryl Sanders.

MS. CHERYL SANDERS: |'m Cheryl
Sanders, chairman of the Franklin
County Board of County Conmi ssioners
in Franklin County Florida, hone of
t he fanous Apal achi col a oyster

We have a letter that we sent to

you, Col onel Keyser, and | have got

172



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

some comrents to nmake after | read
this letter.

It says, Sir, this letter is in
response to your announcenment to
Apal achi col a- Chat t ahoochee- Fl i nt
st akehol ders of the public nmeeting on
Decenber 5th in Col unbus, Georgia.

We appl aud your efforts to
solicit and act on legitimte needs
presented by the stakeholders of this
shared resource

As el ected representative of
Franklin County Florida, the county
conmmi ssion submits the follow ng for
your consideration in fulfilling
management responsibilities for the
operation of dams and reservoirs
t hroughout the ACF Basi n.

The quantity of freshwater flows
in the water Apal achicola sub-basin
is critical to the survival of the
life supported by those waters,
human, ani mal, and plant alike.

Water quality is directly

proportional to the ability of the
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river and the floodplain to
assimlate and dilute an increasing
| oad of point source and non-point
source pol |l utants.

That same fl oodplain al so
constitutes the necessary habitat for
endangered species and a historic
sport fishing and tourist industry.

Apal achi col a Bay, one of the
nost productive estuaries on the
Gul f, functions as the thriving
nursery to support a billion-dollar
of f shore seafood industry.

The uni quely productive waters
of Apal achicola Bay al so support a
hi storic, now threatened, oyster
harvest and the livelihood of the
fam lies that have toiled for over
four generations in this industry.

According to our comm ssion, we
have given David MLain -- which we
didn't know we were going to come up
tonight -- that was on the spur of
the nonent -- to give you the

quantified data that you needed to
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have.

And in this, it says -- is
concerning the essential water needs
of our river and bay based on the
public US Fish and Wildlife record of
the nonthly flows that have occurred
at the Chattahoochee gauge for 50
years.

Your managenent objective for
t he Apal achi col a- Chatt ahoochee- Fl i nt
Basi n should be to ensure that the
reservoirs are operated to mmc the
quantities and fluctuations that have
hi storically occurred over 50 years
in our basin. And it's signed by ne,
the chairman of the county
commi ssi oners.

And in regards to the estuaries,
| have a little statenent to nake.

It is the honme for over 180 species
of fish and a trenendous spawni ng
ground.

One thing that I want to coment
on -- you made the comment that |

have got to comment on. You talked

175



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

about the brown pelicans. Wit unti
you see the white pelicans that we
have. That's very rare down there.

| started off seeing about three
or four years ago two of them Now,
they've gotten up to 12 and 15. So
they' re popul ati ng down there.

Al so, you tal ked about the
pl anni ng and zoni ng boards and
conmi ssions and stuff to take extra
care at watchi ng devel opnent and
stuff.

Franklin County has just been in
the process of upgradi ng and revising
their conp plan. And their conp plan
was derived because we had to protect
our nost val uabl e resources, the
Apal achicola Bay and its river and
tributaries.

And so it's very inportant,
hopefully, that you can do a half a
mllion in there and give us what we
need on the |l ower end and al so
furni sh what they need on the upper

end. Because we've all got to live
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inthis world together. But we need
that just as nmuch as the north end
does.

So | appreciate this opportunity
to come and talk to you. I'msorry
it's so late. | have got to get back
to Florida. [|'mgoing to be |eaving
out. But thank you very nuch.

And |'m going to have
Commi ssi oner Putnal -- he'll probably
come up right after ne. He's the
vice chair of our board, and he spent
a lot of years on that bay and he can
tell you sone information about it.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: He's next
on the Ilist.

MS. CHERYL SANDERS: Thank you.
Thank you, Col onel

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Bevi n Putnal .

MR, BEVIN PUTNAL: [|'mnot a
speaker |i ke nost of these fol ks are.
I"mjust plain old working man
el ected by the people to serve them

to the best of my ability.
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And | tell you, to ne, that bay
down there is the nost precious thing
that's ever been given to a people.

It has served and fed a | ot of people
when they were hungry.

It has been a livelihood for
myself. | worked there for 50 years,
raised a famly, put themall through
school. It's been a hard life, but
it's been a good life. And | don't
want to see it destroyed.

In the beginning God created a
perfect condition, an environment to
grow oysters. You have to have a
perfect mxture of fresh and salt
water, or they will not grow. You
cannot produce oysters just
anywher e.

So God created this condition
down there that's perfect. Wen I
was growi ng up and working as a young
man, | can renenber when you had a
l[ittle bit of rain and a cool front
i ke we have now woul d conme out, and

t hat whol e bay would turn a chocol ate
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col or.

And everybody woul d be so happy
because the oysters would begin to
get so fat and full of neat until
they woul d al nost push the shel
apart.

Well, we don't get that red
wat er anynore. | never see it
anynore. The water out there is
crystal clear all over that bay, even
after a rain.

That tells me that we're getting
too nmuch salt water and not enough
fresh, which is a fact. Because now
we're getting intrusion of all kinds
of salt water species that's never
been there before.

And | ast year, we were shut down
five weeks because of red tide. |
heard you nention a few m nutes ago
that you had all four of your pools
full.

We were begging for some fresh
water to put people back to work. W

had a -- | had people at ny house
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beggi ng pl ease help us. W can't pay
our light bill. W can't buy
anything to eat. W' re hungry, but
we can't go to work

For five weeks, these people,

i ncludi ng mysel f, suffered. We were
t aki ng what anyone woul d give us to
eat. We were in lines, long lines,
accepting food fromthe Hel pi ng Hands
peopl e down there in Franklin

County.

And it is pitiful. W begged
and pl eaded for someone to give us
just a little boost of fresh water
Finally, they did open one of the
danms in the lower part of the river.
Two days later, they went back to
work. The red tide was gone.

So | know that everybody wants
and needs this water, but there's a
group of people -- there's three or
400 fam lies who totally depend on
that oyster industry. And without
it, their kids can't go to school

they can't buy groceries.
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Well, 90 percent of those folks
now don't even have insurance. They
can't go to the doctor when they get
sick, but they love that way of life,
and | love that way of life, and
expect to be doing it until the day |
di e.

In fact, | went yesterday, and
caught 14 bags of beautiful oysters.
But, anyway, | just want to see that
our end of the river gets what we
deserve. And | have heard nore talk
on the dredging tonight than I have
anyt hi ng el se.

Dredgi ng probably won't hurt in
sonme areas, but | believe when you
get down into the |lower part of the
river when you dredge, even though
you may haul nmost of the sedi nent off
and put it upwards, that sand drifts
down that river.

And as you know, an oyster is a
filter. It filters out that water
and gets its food. Al right. |If

that sand -- and it does go into the
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bay after they do a dredgi ng project
because | have seen it.

And it's filled in areas that's
never been as shallow as it is now,
and it's like a yellow sand fromthat
river. There's no telling how nmany
of the oysters have been killed
because of that sand drifting in
wat er as they are feeding.

In the lower part of the river,
I know it's bad for the oyster
industry. And | just feel |ike that
if we had nore fresh water in that
part, down in the lower part, that we
coul d survive and do better.

But, eventually, if we keep
fooling with what God created, we're
going to kill a heritage, and we'l
be tal king about it years down the
road about what we used to have in
Apal achi col a Bay that's not there
anynore. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
One of the things we found out the

first tinme it was raised to my fol ks
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when | went down and net with David
McLain and the fol ks down in

Apal achi col a, we met and we tal ked
about the fresh water requirenents,
the need to pull the nutrients down a
couple of times in the spring, the
need to get sone fluctuation and to
nove the salt line out, yet, it'll
cone back in, but it's got to get
noved in and out, some fluctuations
as to where it's at.

That's the first tine we heard
that. That's part of what we're
going to factor into the equation
when we started | ooking at how do we
manage the resource this coming
year.

Next up, Andy Snith.

MR. ANDY SM TH: Thank you,

Col onel for this opportunity. |'m
Andy Smith. ['mthe president of
Apal achi col a Bay Ri verkeeper

I"mal so the coordinator for the

Apal achicola River Restoration

Coalition, which is a coalition of
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many organi zations, including
Apal achi col a Audubon, Apal achi col a
Ecol ogi cal Conservancy, Audubon of
Fl ori da, Chipola River, Econom c and
Envi ronmental Council for Florida
Bass, Florida Fishermen's Federation,
Florida Public Interest Research
Group, Florida WIdlife Federation
Hel p Save the Apal achicola River,
League of Conservation Boaters,
Educati on Fund, a Thousand Friends of
Fl orida, the Southeastern Cl ean Water
Net wor k.

The focus of that coalition has
been to -- has been on the dredging
i ssues, trying to find a way to
deaut hori ze, end the dredging in the
Apal achicola River, for the reasons
that you know and you' ve heard and
t hat you' ve heard tonight.

Sone of that | think will stil
continue regardl ess of having a
di sposal site in Gulf County, sone
i npacts that we've heard through the

| owering of the channel in the upper
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river, making it nore difficult for
water to get into the spring creeks
where fish breed.

I think that what you're doing
tonight is a really good thing. You
are doi ng what needs to be done, and
| really appreciate it.

You' re doing the hardest thing
for us humans to do, and that's to
pl an, think about the future and to
| ook at what's been done in the past
and what the needs are.

And | support what was said
earlier about trying to create sone
sort of entity that can manage the
basin as a whole. That's how the
whol e ACF shoul d be done. That's how
these issues should be dealt with.
We should be able to ook at it from
t hat way.

We have the ability, as humans,
to do that. It's a goal. It's hard
to do. We've got our boundaries that
make it al nost inpossible. But

that's the real way to manage this
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resource. Taking the next innovative
thing that could be done is trying to
tie the activities within the basin
to the limts of the resource.

| believe that we're trying to
put a foot in a shoe that's too
small. W're busting it out. The
river can't handle what's being done
toit. And what's being done to it
is killing a lot of the river.

The State of Florida, the Nature
Conservancy, and the U.S. governnent
has spent a | ot of resources buying
and protecting | ands along the
Apal achi col a.

They' ve seen the value of that.
We've seen, all of us, in our
lifetime, a reversal of policies that
our governnment had to over-nmanage
wat er resources, the Kissinmmee River,
t he Evergl ades, not planni ng wel
enough and spending a |lot of noney to
reverse what we've done. W're doing
restorations on the Apal achicol a

now.

186



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

We're recogni zing that there are
val ues there that you spoke of, and
that other fol ks spoke of, that are
harder to quantify, but are necessary
for our lives that go beyond the nost
tangi bl e of the economic interest and
resources.

I do not believe that the river
can nmaintain the needs of the
transportation industry, that it
doesn't have that capacity.

| reiterate what M. Bl anchard
said earlier that we should take a
| ook at what it can maintain as it
is.

There is enough river -- there's
enough water in the systemto
mai ntain the natural system That's
a given. W know that's true.

Let's see what -- let's work
fromthere to envision, understand,
what can be supported fromthat
poi nt, not what we can do to fix it,
to make it better, to nake it serve

our needs.
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That woul d be what | woul d
i mpl ore you to consider in your
del i berations and in your discretion
and | appreciate, again, | want to
say, what you're doing.

You're coming froma corner --
this is comng froma corner where
woul dn"t have expected it, you know,
for the Arny to lead in this. | know
the Arny can do serious worKk.

I know and believe that the Arny

can do this well, and | appreciate
your doing it for us. 1'Il end right
t here.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.

MR. DAVIS McLAIN:  Can | have
Andy's | ast minute because he didn't
use his full five?

The body of that flood plainis
i ke your body and m ne whose
arteries and veins are clogged with a
dredged materi al

Until we renpve what's there,
that's dying. That's all | have to

say.
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COLONEL BOB KEYSER: The
gquestion that I'd ask and that |'d
i ke everybody to wal k out of here
and think about is why is it
transportation that you exclude? Wy
is not recreation that you excl ude?

VWhy is it not water supply that
you exclude? Why is it not water
quality that you exclude? How about
hydropower, why don't we take that
out of the equation as opposed to.

So that's -- you know, that part
of the trade-off is, well, who pays
the bill? And that's why given al
the authorized purposes, our job is
-- you know, | have been told by
Congress, hey, |ook, Colonel, you go
run this system and you nake al
t hese things work.

So that's the bal anci ng act that
I have to make. And | can't

arbitrarily say I"'mtaking out this

purpose. | don't have that
authority.
So that's -- again, | appreciate
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your perspective because as you're
sitting down in the | ower reaches of
the river, again, the closest
conpeti ng woul d be navigati on versus
t he environment down there.

However, | have got to | ook at
the whole system top to bottom How
do you bal ance all of those pieces
over the entire systen? It's just

sonet hing for everybody to think

about .

Homer Hirt.

MR, HOMER HIRT: |'m Homer Hirt,
transportation consultant. | have

revised my presentation about twelve
times. But | want to point out a
coupl e of things.

John Davis is very nodest. He
is aretired dentist. He has a
scientific background. He's also a
mariner, which is inportant, | think,
i n navigation.

Soneone mentioned three nmillion
dol lars for navigation is what the

Corps came up for this? | think
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know that study. That was where they
talked to two people that were

al ready dead. That was a very

i naccurate study, Colonel, I would
have to say.

But Southern Nuclear in the |ast
year shipped 120 million dollars
worth of tonnage on the river.

Ergon, if they can get their barges
in, would have 20 mllion dollars
worth of asphalt there com ng by
bar ge.

In 1994, there were twelve
towi ng conpani es that were on the
river. Right now, there are none
because we can't get themup the
river. But there are two people here
that represent tow ng conpanies, M.
Ji m Townsend, Captain Ji mTownsend,
and the young man from Ergon, Johnny
Wacaser .

Now, if you feel bad about
pronounci ng his nane, it took me ten
years to learn how to pronounce it,

and | have known himthat |ong.
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But they have their own tow ng
conpany. They will be back on the
river. | have run studies for
several people. | did one for the
Corps of Engineers two years ago
about prospects on the system what
has been | ost because we did not have
a full channel

| gave that to the Corps. That
was ny mstake. | should have sold
it to you. M last quote on
sonething |ike that was $250 an
hour. And sonebody wal ked in front
of me through the mne field because
it was in Bosnia. So the next time
if you want one done, | wll do it,
but I will charge you.

| did one for Georgia Ports. |
did it this way: | talked to people
that coul d possibly use barge
transportation.

| found 57 in the Decatur area
and the adjoining areas by expl ai ni ng
to them what the barge traffic can

do. So, yes, | agree with you. \What
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do you do?

Do you cancel one against the
other? Who will be the whipping boy
when navigation is conpletely gone?
| have a very in-depth report here
I'"'mgoing to give to you, but | want
to end with this: | appreciate your
probl emns.

But we tal k about navigation on
the ACF system It's not navigation
on the ACF system [It's on the
24,000 mles of the ever connecting
waterway fromthe Gulf Intercoasta
up to M nneapolis, Mnnesota to
Pittsburg, to Texas and products that
cone on and off of our system

We connect with about 17,000
mles of that. And CGeorgia Ports
Aut hority in Bainbridge, three years
ago, we got a product out of China
that came by ship to New Ol eans,
transl oaded and cane up to
Bai nbri dge.

Ral ph, the little fellow sitting

back there, Ralph Powell, will tell
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you about how many m | lions of
dollars worth of products we grow in
Decat ur County.

All of it has to be fertilized,
and it's chem cal fertilizers. And
it has to come by barge, by rail, by
truck. Right now, we bring 12,000
tons of one particul ar product out of
Loui si ana every year for peanut use.
This is called gypsum

It cannot cone by rail because
you can't unload it, so it has to
cone by truck or barge. W cannot
bring it by barge now, so it has to
come by truck

There are not enough trucks
available at the right time, so we
have to start bringing it in as soon
as he gets rid of the old product.
We're getting in material now for
next April.

It's coming by truck. \What
would it take if we had the barge
transportation? What does it take in

terms of fuel by truck, 68,000 nore
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gallons to bring it by truck than by
rail -- | mean, by barge.

VWhat does that put it in the
area of pollution? Over 200 tons of
hydrocarbons by truck; .25 tons by
barge. You tal k about the
environnent, let's |look at that.

"Il pass this onto you. | wsh |
had time. | know you saved the best
until al npst | ast.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Brenda Price. Going once. Doug
Purcel I .

MR, DOUG PURCELL: M nane is
Doug Purcell. |I'mexecutive director
of the Historic Chattahoochee
Commi ssion with offices in Eufaul a
and LaGrange.

For al nost 33 years, the
Hi stori c Chattahoochee Commi ssion, a
state agency of Florida, Al abama, and
Georgia, has worked to pronote the
historic scenic and recreationa
sites along the | ower Chattahoochee

Ri ver.
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16 of the 18 counties
represented by the HCC touch on the
Chat t ahoochee River, which is,
obvi ously, a significant tourism
asset for all of them

O course, as well we all know,

t he Chattahoochee River and the Flint
flow together to the CGeorgial/Florida
state line to formthe Apal achicol a
Ri ver, which runs through six Florida
counties before enptying into

Apal achi col a Bay.

Therefore, tourism proponents in
these Al abanmm and Georgia counties
have a vested interest in what
happens on the Apal achicol a River,
especially when it has the potentia
to inpact the recreational and trave
i ndustry in these counti es.

Senate Bill 2730, known as
Restore the Apal achicola River
Ecosystem Act, or RARE, will have far
reachi ng negati ve consequences on the
tourismindustry in many of these 16

Al abama and Georgia counties if it's
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enacted into | aw

The mai ntenance of a nine-foot
deep and 100-foot wi de channel on the
Chat t ahoochee River is essential for
the growt h and devel opnent of the
nature based tourism and recreationa
travel industry in this area.

If the RARE bill is enacted into
| aw and dredgi ng ceases on the
Apal achicola River, there will be, of
course, no need to dredge the
Chat t ahoochee River.

Over time, large sections of the
river will silt in making boating
hazardous. The water flow on the
river will also be dim nished
resulting in a degradation of the
fish and wildlife habitat, which is
so inportant to fishernmen and birders
and ot hers.

When dredgi ng ceases, barge
traffic and | arge recreational boats
will find it difficult, if not
i mpossi ble, to navigate the river.

W Il the next step over tinme be the
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closing of the | ocks on the
Chat t ahoochee River?

In 2001, the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers recorded over six mllion
visitor use days on Lake Eufaula, or
Lake Walter F. George, Lake CGeorge W
Andrews, and Lake Semi nol e

These visitors are boaters,
bi rders, fishernen, and others who
enjoy the water resources afforded by
t hese reservoirs.

O hers, as we've heard tonight,
are tournanment fishermen who
participate in nany events on these
| akes throughout the year.

A statistic | heard recently was
one fishing tournament with 600
fishernmen over a five-day period will
generate approxi mately $300,000 in
touri smrevenue for the host
comunity and area

Euf aul a National Wldlife
Refuge, which straddles the
Chat t ahoochee River north of Eufaul a,

annual ly attracts over 300, 000
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visitors.

Loss of fish and wildlife
habitat will devastate the
recreational use of the Chattahoochee
River resulting in lost tourism
revenues in the nillions of dollars
each year.

Furt hernore, Lakepoint Resort
State Park, Florence Marina State
Par k, George Bagby State Park,
Chat t ahoochee State Park, and
Seminole State Park are strategically
| ocated on the Chattahoochee River to
take advantage of the scenery and
wat er resources that visitors enjoy.

The degradati on of navigation on
the river will result in decreased
use of these facilities. City
facilities like O d Creek Town Park
in Eufaul a and the Earl My Boat
Basin in Bainbridge, just to name a
few, will also suffer.

For the last four years, a group
cal |l ed Voyage of Discovery has been

pronmoting the eco and heritage
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tourismsites along the
Chat t ahoochee, Flint, and
Apal achi col a Rivers.

A recently conpl eted study
confirms that the operation of
excursion vessels on the river is
feasible and will greatly benefit
| ocal economies from Col unbus to
Apal achi col a, specifically those very
poor Ceorgia counties that we've
heard about tonight |like Clay and
Qui tman and Stewart and Randol ph, to
name a few

However, dredging will be a
necessity if these excursion vessels
are to operate profitably along the
river system

Dredging will also be necessary
to support the three new mari nas
bei ng di scussed in Col unbus,

Geor get own, and Bai nbri dge.

The RARE bill shoul d not
seriously be considered w thout
evaluating the inpact it will have on

t he econom es of upstream comunities
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in Al abama, Georgia, and Florida.

Therefore, it is inperative that
the U S. Congress provide the U S.
Armmy Corps of Engineers funding to
undertake a study of this issue,
resol ve the disputes and concerns of
the states, communities, and
organi zati ons invol ved.

Only cold hard facts should be
used in maki ng decisions on the
dredgi ng i ssue. Thank you for the
opportunity to deliver ny remarks.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Becky Chanpi on.

MS. BECKY CHAMPI ON:  Col onel
t hank you very much for com ng today
and giving us the opportunity to
talk. M nane is Becky Chanpion.
I"'mw th Colunbus State University
Oxbow Meadows Environmental Learning
Center.

I''m here representing today
Voyage of Discovery. W fornmed in, |
guess, about 1997 and have been very

interested in | ooking at econom c
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devel opnent in these counties.

We represent folks that run from
Atlanta all the way to Apal achicol a.
And in our project, we've been
| ooki ng at seriously devel opi ng
tourismalong this market.

The counties in this area in
Al abama, Ceorgia, and Florida are the
ni nth poorest counties in the
nati on.

And you' ve heard from many of
those counties today. They are
really very, very interested in
gi ving sonething to those people so
that there is econom c devel opnment
t here.

The people in these counties are
crying for something. So we began
this -- we've hosted two major river
sites that deal with eco-heritage
tourism

We've had three major tours of
the river where we put people on
boats and have taken them down. The

resources here are just absolutely
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phenonenal

But | ast year what we did was --
we had been doing this on our own.
And | ast year we decided that we
needed an expert to tell us. W've
listened to a | ot of devel opnent
studi es tonight.

And | ast year, we decided we
needed to do the sane thing. So we
hired one of those respected trave
marketing firms in the country,
Randal | Travel Marketing, to | ook at
this resource and see if indeed -- if
we build it, will they cone?

And what they said was a
resoundi ng yes, that there's lots of
things along this river corridor that
people are very, very interested in
seei ng.

We're very interested in
sust ai nabl e sensitive econom c
devel opnent that is all educationa
in nature, both not only ecol ogy type
of education, but also historic and

cul tural education
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So that is the thrust of our
m ssion. W have seen trenendous
i npact already on trips that we've
t aken because it has devel oped a | ot
of intercommunity |inkages.

A lot of what you're doing here,
we have al so been engaged in by
trying to get these communities al ong
the river involved and get them
connect ed.

So we appreciate this
opportunity. You've got sone
information in your packet, and
al so have an executive summary of the
RTM report.

They do say that there's
tremendous potential here, even nore
so than the Blue's Trail of
M ssi ssi ppi, which has been wildly
successful there as an econonic
devel opnent tool for that area of the
country. Thank you very nuch.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Bobby Rowe.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Had to | eave
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COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Ral ph
Powel . We are on the |ast page.
guess a couple of fol ks have asked.
We're on the | ast page and we have
about five nore speakers.

MR, RALPH POVWELL: |'mthe |arge
person Honmer Hirt referred to a while
ago. It is indeed a privilege to
participate in this forum and we
commend you for providing this
opportunity.

I am Ral ph Powel | from
Bai nbridge. | serve on the
Bai nbri dge/ Decat ur County | ndustri al
Devel opnent Authority.

For two reasons |'Il be brief,
one, | don't want to be repetitive to
the six presenters from Decat ur
County that's already gone before and
the second thing woul d be our m nds
can only absorb what our posterior
can endure so | will be brief.

I would Iike to speak on
agriculture and its devel opnment in

sout hwest Georgia. As you know,
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agriculture is the |argest
contributor to all of Georgia's
i ndustrial econonics

I n Decatur County al one, we
produce over 194 nillion dollars of
farm gate product, which is raw
product. The significance is quite
great.

But not only speaking to Decatur
County's needs, southwest Georgia
represents about 13 counties,
represents 11 percent of the counties
in the State of Georgia, produces
over 18 percent of all the farmgate
produced in Georgia.

I think that qualifies and
quantifies the inportance of
agriculture on all of Georgia's
econony.

And when we tal k about the
econony as sonewhat insensitive,
we're really speaking about people's
lives, famlies' lives and their
ability to produce and actually nake

aliving for their famlies. So keep
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that in mnd as we address these
i ssues.

Ot her issues and all surrounding
agriculture has been addressed
toni ght, the transportation charge.
The indirect charges are al npst as
signi ficant as noving the product,
the agriculture product, up and down
the river.

It allows the rail, the road,
and all transportation to be
negoti ated, which has been touched on
earlier. So all of these tangibles
and i ntangi bl es has to be considered
in maki ng your decision that tries to
address all the needs of the state.

We, too, realize that we have
our needs. W realize there are
ot her stakehol ders that have
presented toni ght that you have to
take into consideration just as
strong as any point that we make.

The significancy is | think you
have six different presenters that's

gone before ne from Decatur County
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toni ght that have denpnstrated an
extensive need for barge and barge
traffic and the utilization of the
Bai nbridge Ports Authority. Thank
you very rmuch.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Tom Mborer.

MR. TOM MOORER: Good eveni ng.
[''m Tom Moorer. |'mw th Southern
Nucl ear Operating Conpany. |
appreci ate the opportunity to cone
and speak this evening.

Also, I'mglad I got to cone
toward the end because | got to
listen to what a | ot of people had to
say.

And Sout hern Nucl ear Operating
Conpany is, as many of you know, part
of Southern Conpany. And two years
ago, | had the opportunity -- 1 Ilike
to refer to it as an opportunity
now. Then, it didn't seemthat way.

We had the need to ship sone
| arge equi pnent to the Farley Nucl ear

Plant. And the only way we could do
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that was by barge, and we did it at
the probably nost severe tine during
t he drought.

And with the help of your
organi zati on, and people |ike Menphis
Vaughan and Pat, and sone of the
ot her folks, and the community in
general -- we had a public hearing
t hat supported our shipnment. W got
everybody together and found a way to
do it.

It represented a 300-mllion
dol lar investnment in that plant and
represented a future investnent in
the southeast in terns of letting
that pl ant operate for many nore
years, roughly 200 nega watts of
generation, basel oad generation for
t he sout heast.

When we had the opportunity to
make the shipnent, | spent quite a
bit of tinme working with the Corps
and with Terry Jangula and folks in
Panama City | earning about what this

river could do, learning the
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navi gati on system and how it worked,
| earning the reservoir system and how
it all went together.

And the one thing that stands
out inny mindis we nade a trip as
part of the staging for the shipnent
from Apal achicola Bay all the way to
Ji m Woodr uf f Dam

And we did that at a tinme when
Ji m Woodruff was producing the
m ni mum 5000 CFS flow. And we
observed during that trip -- and
have the data recorded, and you have
t he dat a.

We saw at | east a nine-foot
channel in all but about nine mles
of that system |It's roughly 300
mles if you take the systemall the
way to Colunmbus and all the way to
Bai nbri dge.

And that nine-mle area
occurred, as you well know, in the
area around the MIle 40, up around
Bl ount stown, sone of the small area

around Bl ount st own.
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But my point is that even at the
| onest flow, you had a channe
available with m nimumflow in al
but three or four percent of the
system

So | think -- we know, and a |ot
of people understand that in order to
make this systemwork, we've got to
find a way to use the m ni num anount
of water to support whatever use
we' re supporting.

And we were forced over the
years -- this systemin the early
'90s when we were noving close to a
mllion tons a year was operated with
10-to- 12, 000 CFS di scharge.

And that discharge was avail abl e
70 or 80 percent of the tine, norma
flows. [|I'mnot talking about
navi gati on wi ndows. |'mtalking
about the normal releases.

And t hat has gone fromthat
range to upwards of 20,000, al nost
25,000 in the latest navigation

wi ndow fl ows, and we can't support
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the systemthat way.

So | will submt that
i nformati on, what you don't already
have. W have sone other information
prepared that |I'Il leave with you.
But the point | would like to | eave
with you tonight is that there are
solutions to this problem

And there are diverse interests
all over the system W've heard
from everybody, and | think -- the
thing I think is nost inportant, and
you hit it earlier, that it is a
system It has to be dealt with as a
system

We have to bal ance the uses to
benefit all the users, not just one
group. And |'m speaki ng tonight
nostly on behal f of navigation
because | had an experience with
t hat .

But | al so have synpathy and
understand the needs of other users.
The one thing I'll leave you with is

t hat you have the resources on your
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staff and in this roomto solve these
problems, and | think it's just a
matter now -- you took the first step
toni ght of putting them together and
finding a solution. Thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Jim Phillips.

MR. JIM PHI LLIPS: Thank you,
Col onel Keyser. According to ny
count, I'mthe 46th speaker here
t oni ght .

And | think | read in the
nor ni ng paper that Strom Thurman had
retired, but, obviously, his |egacy
lives here in Colunbus. The
filibuster is alive and well

As far as ny comments, |
represent the Chattahoochee
Ri ver keeper based here in Col unbus.
We cover the river from West Point
dam south to Wodruff Dam

And many of the issues that are
a principal focus tonight emanate
either on the north end with the

needs of Atlanta and our concerns
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about the water quantity that we're
going to see in the river in the
future.

I think I speak for everyone
downst ream when we say the only thing
that we can ask of the Corps is we
have an even playing field in terns
of their consideration and their role
in this, because there is that big
nonst er growth phenomenon happeni ng
north of us.

And | think Tomsaid it well
the | ast speaker, the essence of our
i ssue here is do we have a system or
do we have a river?

And as an environnentalist, |
want it to be a river. As a
navi gati on person, perhaps you want
it as a system but sonmehow, we've
got to figure out a way to meke this
wor k for everyone

But as an environnentalist, our
concerns principally are water
quality, biodiversity -- that's our

word for your word of fish and
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wildlife -- and recreation

And we all know those are key to
this region, Colunmbus and points
north and south, and that's where our
effort really focuses.

| want to comment on what |
prefer to call channel nmintenance.
We call it dredging, but dredging
seens to be, in many minds, a dirty
word. And channel maintenance, |
t hi nk, better describes it.

And | think if the U S. Arny,
part of the U S. Governnent, will put
a man on the noon, we can figure out
how to provi de channel naintenance on
this river systemw thout all the
har nful by- products.

Now, | know that this river has
been dredged for over a hundred
years, so it's not going to be an
easy task.

But our organization,
Chat t ahoochee Ri verkeeper, as regards
to dredgi ng, says two things are

needed, one, elimnate the navigation
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Wi ndows.

And | have heard a | ot of
conments tonight that says that's a
problem | think that seens to be a
common bond here anobng everyone.

El i m nate the navigati on wi ndows.

Beyond that, let's optimze and
m nimze and elimnate the dredging
practices that create major habitat
di sruptions and nmgaj or sand deposits
on the river banks.

We' re concerned about the
dredgi ng problenms associated with
channel mai ntenance along the river,
particul arly adjacent to the narrow
areas al ong the Apal achicola. The
di sposal of dredge spoil is a
| ong-standi ng problem that nust be
remedi ed.

The Corps nust denonstrate that
t hey indeed have a solution. Again
our government's put a man on the
noon. We can figure out a solution
to this.

O herwi se, the concerns are our
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downst ream nei ghbors in the Florida
panhandl e, and you' ve heard from many
of themtonight, will threaten

cl osure of the I ocks.

We have pending legislation in
congress right now to deauthorize the
operation. We think maintaining
access to the Gulf, however, via our
river, is clearly in the best
i nterest of the region.

So, therefore, again, we appea
to the Corps. You nust maintain
and/or -- or you nust mnimze and/or
el i m nate dredgi ng practices that
create nmmjor habitat disruptions and
maj or sand deposits on our river
banks.

Finally, | would be rem ss not
to express appreciation for the good
wor k of the Corps in supporting our
river restoration project, which is
alive and well here in the
Col unbus/ Pheni x City area.

G en Coffee and his team from

Mobi | e have been nost hel pful and the
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proj ect prom ses significant benefits
for Col unbus and Phenix City.

The breaching of the two old
stone dans right here on our city
front will provide many benefits
i ncludi ng, back to our nission, water
quality via diversity and
recreation. So thank you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Joni Owens.

M5. JONI OWAENS: Good eveni ng.
And t hank you Col onel Keyser for
hosting this evening. It's a
refreshi ng approach allowi ng us the
opportunity to speak with you one on
one and hearing the other comments
fromthe various groups and
organi zations and cities and counties
and comunities.

I''m here on behal f of the
Cummi ng/ For syt h County Chanber of
Commerce in Forsyth County Georgi a,
Joni Owens, president and CEO of that
chanber of commerce

We have 1400 nenbers of
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i ndi vi dual s, businesses interested in
our comunity and the vitality. But,
overall, I"mhere to represent
Forsyth County and the communities

t hat surround Lake Lanier, Lake

Si dney Lanier, where we have an
econonmic activity, as we've tal ked
about this evening, that goes beyond
just dollars and cents in very many
ways and | think hits at a nationa

| evel as well.

| brought this econonic inpact
study that | have referred to before
in correspondence and in di scussions
with you, as you've been so kind to
visit our community and our | ake and
our area and listen to us about our
concerns.

This study tal ks about the
dol l ars generated, and it does affect
t housands, hundreds of thousands of
people and fam |y and busi nesses.

But in that area, several counties
earn five billion dollars per year

generated as a result of Lake Lanier
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and the activities, and that means
not just people that sell boats or
sel|l gasoline, but the insurance and
the taxes that are generated, and it
goes down to the fish that's sold and
the fol ks that work at the
restaurants and the materials that
are purchased to build those
restaurants and those busi nesses as
wel | .

We have over 22 million visitors
t hr oughout any gi ven year on Lake
Lani er, and about 600, 000 on the
average on Menorial Day al one. There
are thousands of homeowners who have
invested their futures, their famly
futures, their retirenment, in their
hones on Lake Lanier

And ny point is that if the |ake
| evel s go up and down and change at
the discretion and determ nati on of
how you all nmnage that, makes a huge
difference in all of those lives.

The nunbers of businesses, small

busi nesses, and i ndependent
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busi nesses, and fanmilies are
affected, as well as the boat

manuf acturers in Georgia, and

Fl ori da, Al abama, and ot her pl aces,
are severely negatively affected when
the | ake | evel s go down, and our
econony is affected in a huge way
because the visitors are not there.

In the study it indicates that
spring, fall, sunmer, and wi nter, the
busi nesses -- a nunber of businesses
are severely affected positively,
negatively, one way or the other
depending on the | ake | evels. And
that's all in this docunent.

The economic vitality affects us
all as we've tal ked about, and it
goes beyond just the few counties
around us. |In the year 2001, the
| ake |l evel s were 15 feet bel ow poo
and the attendance there was 22
percent bel ow what it normally was.

Well, that affects Atlanta's
econony. That's big business in that

comunity, in that area, not just
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Forsyth County and the counties on
t he | ake.

Qur goal here, as | represent
our community, is to ask you, as you
are striving to do so diligently and
committed to, to bring the Ilake up to
full pool with the different seasona
pool s that are indicated and to
utilize your managenent tools, as you
are doing so, in an effective and
ef ficient manner, bring the | ake
| evel up and reduce the fluctuations
that we've experienced by reducing
the rel easing of excess water, as
necessary, and pretty nmuch those
times that are so severe to us.

From a national perspective,
we' ve tal ked about the job creations,
taxes, and so forth. But nationally
it affects when those busi nesses go
out of business because they can no
| onger sustain thenselves and create
those jobs for those people.

You and |, as taxpayers, have to

take care of those folks. They stil
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need to eat. They still need to go
somewhere, they still need to take
care of their famlies, and they
becone dependent on us, versus being
able to be productive citizens

t here.

So those jobs don't nove
around. They just go away when those
busi nesses are not able to function,
the boat manufacturers and the people
that provi de gas and bait and tackl e,
and so forth. W all are affected
then on a national |evel.

So as you tal ked about that
earlier, | think that's a new
perspective, to see that, yes, those
are very much not just |ocal issues,
but it takes it to that |evel as
well. W thank you very nuch for
staying with us this evening and
what ever nunber | am 50 on the |ist
this evening, and hanging in there
with us.

But, nostly, from our personal

experience with your dedicated effort
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and comitnment, we thank you for the
time you' ve given. The 15 nonths
t hat you' ve been on the job, there
has been a huge change in the anopunt
of responses and attention and
comm tment to the needs of all of us,
so thank you very nuch.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Randy Owens.

MR. RANDY OVENS: |'mgoing to
pass.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Last on the
formal 1ist, Frank Stephens.

MR. FRANK STEPHENS: Thank you,

Colonel. | think there's a high
expectation in this room |'Il be
brief. | am Frank Stephens. | live

in and work for Gwminnett County in
nort heast Georgia. Comrents, brief
comments, on four topics, first, to
briefly describe the county and sone
of its projected needs.

Gwmi nnett County is a pretty
m ddl e class conmunity. It's an

urbani zi ng area. W' ve got about
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250,000 families that call Gm nnett
County hone, fairly young in divers
denogr aphi cs according to the | ast
census, lots of kids at home. | ho
m ne are honme in bed.

We're right next to Lake Lanie
fromwhich we wi thdraw water for
donestic and for business purposes.
We're not trying to broaden the
comunity. We've got about as many
j obs as we have enpl oyabl e peopl e,
about 250, 000.

We've got a 50-year supply
mast er plan, and our projected 2050
average annual w thdrawal needs are
estimated to be around 190 million
gal l ons per day, and that's about
doubl e what it is now

In 2050, our projected return
flows to the Chatahoochee Basin, we

antici pate being around 120 MGP, or

e

pe

r

more, which is about four tines what

it is now
So between now and 2050, we wi

see a relatively nodest increase in
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consunptive use, and increases
probably within the range of error
downstream USGS gauges. So that

will correspond to about 250,000 jobs
in GM nnett County al one.

The second topic was sone
reflections on water supply policy
and federal policy. It seenms to ne
the stored water in existing
reservoirs, especially reservoirs
that are up river, should probably be
conserved for highest priority uses,
particularly those uses that don't
have good alternatives.

It's been well stated tonight
that recreational water is very
val uable. And in stored water, it
al so nakes it possible to nake
rel eases during extrenely dry spells,
including the ability to nmake
rel eases for headwaters habitat.

For exanple, the river, the
Chat t ahoochee Ri ver al ong side
OGni nnett's dam doesn't stream And

if we relinquish too nuch water from
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Lake Lanier during tinmes when nmaybe
there is marginal use for it, not
really need it, then the | ake gets
too low, or the top |ayer gets too
war m

Then we may wind up with a
drought habitat through the
Chat t ahoochee River nationa
recreational area, nor certainly
could provide a little water supply
via through that sane river.

It's been nmentioned, | believe,
toni ght that Lake Lanier's visitation
is around 17 million people a year
visits per year, | should say.
don't think it's been nmentioned that
the parks service recreation area
al so receives around three-and-a-hal f
mllion people per year

And the environnmental, the
recreational, the water supply
pur poses of keeping Lake Lanier up
are part of the reasons that the
State of Georgia has directed

Gwni nnett to build pipe lines through
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which we will punp reclai ned water
uphill back into Lake Lanier. That's
at a cost of around 45 million
dol | ars.

The big picture, | suppose, is
t he val ue of both conserving and
repl eni shing water on Lake Lanier far
out wei ghs that investment. It's
pretty obvious that sonme of the uses
of stored water have alternatives,
but some do not, and | would submt
that human habitat, aquatic habitat
and | ake water, headwater, for
recreation don't have very good
alternatives.

I woul d request that the Corps
do a thorough review of the nationa
econoni ¢ devel opnent inpact on the
uses of stored water. As M. Reheis
reported, it differs by severa
orders of magnitude. And as a m nor
point, | understand that fresh
quality in Apal achicola Bay can be
i mproved by doing something with

Sykes Cut.
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Fourth point. I'd like to
extend an invitation to you, Col onel
to your staff, as well as the other
folks in this roomto come see the
trout streans that depends on having
a fresh and full Lake Lanier. See
what Gwainnett County is doing with a
600-m | lion dollar investnent and 60
MED water plant that's attracting
attention as being superior
wast ewat er treatnment.

And we would invite you to cone
and get a good feel for what we
bel i eve are sonme of the nationa
econoni ¢ benefits of conservancy,
stored water. Thank you for the
opportunity to coment for the hugely
i mportant services that the Corps
provi des.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
My note man over here on the side has
said that there are sone fol ks that
wi sh to speak that didn't sign up to
do so. At this tinme, do we have

folks that would like to cone up and
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make a statenment? She's junping up,
so | assune that's like a raised
hand.

MS. PAT STEPHENS: Thank you. |
didn't sign up, but after listening
to several of the speakers | felt
obligated. I'mfromAtlanta. |I'm
with the Atlanta Regi onal Commi ssion,
and we cover a ten-county netro
area. | amalso working with the
nmetropolitan North Georgia Water
Pl anning District, which covers 16
counties and a hundred different
cities.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Can we get
your nane, please?

MS. PAT STEVENS: Pat Stevens.
This area has about four nillion
peopl e, and currently the major
source of supply for nmetro Atlanta is
t he Chattahoochee River.

About 70 percent of our water
supply cones out of that river.

There is no other significant

alternative that we can use for water
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supply in the netro area

It's critical to the health,
wel fare, and |ivelihoods of about
three mllion people. And in the
future, this need will continue to
grow. Also, recreation, both Lake
Lani er and West Point Lake are
recreational resources for the
nmetropolitan Atlanta area, very
i mportant recreational resources.

For operations on both those
projects and river, what we would ask
is that you continue to use the
operational plans that you have and
to continue to protect these sources
for water supply and recreation.

I just want to nention a couple
of things that we're working on that
m ght be of interest to the group.
We are working on | ong-range water
supply and water quality plans.

As part of the plans that we're
wor ki ng on, water conservation is
going to be a very aggressive part of

that. And we're also | ooking at
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reuse options.

For water quality purposes, the
Metropolitan North Georgia Pl anning
District just adopted a suite of
nodel ordi nances to deal with storm
wat er problens in the Atlanta nmetro
ar ea.

Just yesterday the board was
| ooking at a plan that involves a
30-year plan for retrofitting and
restoring a lot of the water quality
probl ems we have in our area. W' ve
got a four-to-six billion dollar
price tag.

So the netropolitan area is
wor king on a lot of issues the people
spoke to today. | just want to thank
you for the opportunity to nention
t hat .

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Thank you.
Yes, sir?

MR. SIDNEY CUDEBEC. | passed
earlier. M name is Sidney Cudebac.
I"mfrom"Wewa." |'ma sem -retired

engi neer. | have been in the sand
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and gravel business for many years up
north. | have been in Florida for 46
years. | have worked on sand
deposits in central Florida, in Dade
County, and so forth.

| have sold equi pment, furnished
mat eri al and equi prent, conveyors
systems, throughout the United
States. And | have worked with Al an
McNair and his group fromthe City of
Wewahitchka to try and figure out
some way that we could handl e the
sand that's on Sand Mountain. Maybe
we can get sonething done. Thank
you.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Anybody
el se? Okay. Let nme throw out a few
maybe parting comments, then maybe it
will stinmulate a little bit of
di scussion. Hopefully, y'"all have
got a good -- at |east a reasonable
feel for the challenge that we're
facing fromthe Corps.

We've heard from probably every

poi nt along the river at this point,
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al nost every point along the river,
about what fol ks want and what their
needs are. And now, what we're

| ooking to do is lay all that out on
the tabl e and see, okay, how do we
bal ance that out, how do we neet as

many of these needs as we possibly

can?

Sone of those are going to be
some -- are going to probably take
sonmet hing kind of radical. | would

tell you that if you continue to have
this sort of growmh that has taken

pl ace over the last ten years in the
metropolitan Atlanta area, if you get
the kind of gromh that you would
like to stinulate with econom c

devel opnent al ong the Chattahoochee
wat erway, we need another water
suppl y.

We're probably close to having
enough water today if we're in a
normal rainfall season. W're
probably cl ose to having enough water

to do -- to neet everybody's needs.
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Keep in mind, we're dealing with the
fifth consecutive drought year.

So if we had enough water, get
normal rainfall, we're probably close
to having what we need. |[|f we
continue to have growth that we've
experienced over the last ten years,
and the growth that a |lot of folks
hope for, we need sone nore water
maybe we need sone nore inpoundnent.

When the ACF project was
originally designed, there were three
dans that weren't built. There's
currently no water control on the
Flint R ver system \Wen we net
earlier with some folks fromfish and
wildlife, one of the things they
showed us was a picture of the Flint
Ri ver bone dry. | can't help you. |
don't have any control on the Flint
Ri ver.

You coul d potentially face the
same situation on the Chattahoochee
wi t hout the inpoundnents on the

Chatt ahoochee River. But
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realistically, sonething everybody
has got to think about is what's the
| ong-term sol uti on?

If there's going to continue to
be growh, what's the long-term
sol uti on, how do you conme up with the
water that's going to be needed to
sustain the kind of growmh that's
taken place in the past or is
projected for the future?

We' ve tal ked about sone of the
conmpeting interests. And, well
there's not a whole | ot of barge
traffic to be noved on the
Apal achicola River. |It's a loca
issue. | would tell you that Honer
Hrt made a very good point in the
fact that that systemis tied to the
rest of the inland waterway system of
the U S. It's not a local issue.
It's a national issue.

And if you take away nhavi gation
on the Apal achicola River,
everybody's | ooking. Every waterway

systemin the country is |ooking
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because they're saying am| next?
believe it was -- Art, was it you who
was readi ng the comments about the

M ssouri River?

MR ART HOLBROCK: Yes.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Don't you
know that all the people on the
M ssouri River system are |ooking at
what' s happeni ng on the Apal achicol a
and saying are they com ng after the
M ssouri system next? Are they going
to try and deauthorize navigation
there? So it's not a local issue;
it's a national issue.

From t he environnenta
per spective, preservation of our
environnment, taking care of a rare
ecosystem i ke the ACF ecosystem
that's not sonething that's just
going to be disnissed.

That's somet hing that Anmerica
has decided -- on a nationa
perspective, they've decided this is
somet hing we're going to enbrace.

This is sonething we're going to try
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and take care of, that our

st ewar dshi p has not been all that it
shoul d have been in the past, or
national priorities were different.

Look at the Everglades. Now, 50
years ago, they had nmmssive fl oods
down there and the decision was let's
get rid of the water. And the Corps
canme in and did just what they were
told to do. They got rid of the
wat er because that's what the
priority was. W needed to devel op
t hat | and.

And now they're saying we don't
have any water here. W need to
start impoundi ng some of this. W
need to go back and restore what we
used to have because our priorities
have changed.

Well, our national priorities
with respect to environnmenta
st ewar dshi p have changed. They have
taken the shift towards let's do a
whol e | ot better job than what we've

done in the past. That's not
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sonmething that's going to go away,
just like comercial navigation is
not something that's just going to go
away that you can say |I wish it would

go away and, "poof," it's gone. It's
not goi ng to happen.

| nean, just recognizing there
are so many interests outside of ny
district area to care about what's
happeni ng down here. The reality is
don't expect it to go away. You talk
about water supply. That is a
nati onal issue.

In the 20th Century, everybody
fought over oil. In the 21st,
they're going to fight over water
So the reality is rather than saying
it's ny position and ny interest
agai nst everybody else's, you're al
the enemy, you need to start formng
the coalition that says this is how
we're going to attack everybody's
probl ens.

Because of what | heard |aid out

in here today, | don't see any of
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that going away. | don't see

hydr opower goi ng away. We're not
going to maintain the econony and the
life-style that has becone the United
States by doing away with

hydr opower .

So as you |l ook at your own
i ndi vi dual interests, consider
everybody el se's and recogni ze that
they're probably not going to go
away.

So you can fight it, or you can
acknowl edge it and then | ook for what
the synergistic solutions are. How
do | nake everybody as much of a
winner as | can? | can't.

I don't think, fromthe Corps of
Engi neers' perspective, we've done
that particularly well in the past.
We've usually waited until sonebody
t humped us pretty hard and then we
addressed that particular problem
excl usively.

In the past, we've tal ked about,

you know -- actually, | have heard
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sonme pretty interesting comments. |
have heard we don't want to let too
much water out; we need a whole |ot

nore water |et out.

Well, 1I'mnot sure which one of
those is right. |It's probably sone
of both. | haven't figured out yet

-- 1"l go back to one of your
comments that | haven't figured out
what the difference is between an
envi ronnental wi ndow to flush the bay
and the increased flows that are
associated with that, and the

i ncreased flows that are associated
with sustaining a fish spawn, and the
increased flows that are associated
with a navigati on wi ndow.

If | sent a big slug of water
down for a six-week period that
happened to match up with the
spawni ng period in the springtine,
and | flooded the bay, and | told
everybody that had a barge that
needed to nove, hey, the water is

going to be up for six weeks, better
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have your stuff ready to go, |I'm not
sure why that's a bad thing because
the water has got to cone down
anyway. So | guess that's a piece
that | haven't figured out yet.

Now, | realize that you can't do
that kind of thing all year round.
You can't do that in the mddle of
the summer. But, you know, | think
we've got to take a broad
per specti ve.

And what | intend to do is take
a broader perspective in |ooking at
how do | try and neet all these
needs, and is there a little tweaking
to one individual's requirenment or
one interest group's requirenent that
woul d enable me to neet sonebody
el se's at the same time. Yeah,
there's sone systenic things that we
need to do.

Jim you had a good point with
respect to channel nmintenance.

Yeah, what we've done in the past is

not -- if | had to do it all over
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again -- | wasn't here 50 years ago.
Mom wasn't even thinking about me 50
years ago. But if I had to do it al
over again 50 years ago, yes, we
shoul d have probably | ooked at
somet hi ng other than just banks

di sposal. That's probably not a
great sol ution.

We probably shoul d have done
like they did on npst of the other
systenms and identify sone upland
di sposal areas, devel oped them
mai nt ai ned them over the years, and
we woul d probably have a whole | ot
better ecosystem down there.

Al right. Howdo I fix that
now? How do I fix what | have got
wi t hi n banks di sposal and not screw
it up in the course of fixing it?

One of the things we found when
we started tackling slough
restoration -- well, we thought the
wat er was coming out. |n sone cases
it wasn't. In some cases it was

going in. In some cases it wasn't
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going in where we thought it was
goi ng in.

And this was with my best folks
fromthe Corps sitting down with the
best folks fromthe State of Florida
and saying this is where we think it
is. Let's get after it. And it
didn't work.

Al right. Now, let's take
anot her | ook at the science behind it
and see if we can't get it right next
time. And, oh, by the way, let's go
fix what we can of the ones that
didn't work. Not a perfect system
yet.

One of the challenges that |
have got is how nmuch funding is going
to be available to the Corps of
Engi neers in order to do all those
t hi ngs that we need to do.

When ny fundi ng goes away -- and
| have had this discussion with a few
folks. Wen nmy funding for
mai nt ai ni ng the ACF system -- when

that gets cut, well, so does ny
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capability of doing anything to
enhance that system

I deal ly, what we do is we get
nmoney for channel maintenance, we use
some of that for restoration of that
wat erway so that we can start fixing
some of the things that have been
done wrong historically.

Take all my noney away and don't
give ne anything to operate with, and
I can't do it anynmore. | can't do
anything to i nprove the system and
fix any of the things that were wong
in the past, as well as | can't neet
the needs of the fol ks that have
needs on that systemtoday, be it
environnmental, be it water supply, be
it navigation, whatever, hydropower.

So part of what my challenge is,
is to ensure that | have got sone
resources that | can devote to fixing
what needs to be fixed and doing
ri ght what needs to be done right.
We're not quite there yet, but that's

our |ong-term piece.
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| picked up a couple of
"do-outs." The folks down in Wewa
would like for me to conme visit.
"1l be down. The folks in OGannett
would like me to come back. 1'Il be
up there. It will probably be
sonetinme after the first of the year
since | don't get another free day
until sometine in January, but |I'm
com ng.

A couple of things that didn't
show up tonight. | was hoping
woul d hear, you know, the whol e ganut

of here's what we need. When | rode

t he Apal achicola, | heard all about
Tupel o Honey. | didn't hear a word
about it.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Restore the
swanp, and it will take care of
itself.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: \Wél |
that's -- and see, that's part of the
chal l enge that | have got is today |
guess at what -- you know, when we

det erm ne how nmuch water we're going

246



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

to put down there -- and for
everybody el se, there's Tupel o groves
down in the backwaters of the

Apal achi cola, and they thrive if
they're fl ooded a couple of tines.

But as | understand it, you don't
keep them saturated all the tine,
something like that. Did | get that
right?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Yeah. |f M.
L. L. Lanier had been able, he would
have been here tonight to tal k about
t hat .

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: W woul d
have tal ked all about that. Okay.
But part of what ny challenge is --
you know, that's a requirement, how
huge a requirenent, | don't know, but
that's a requirenent. Well, today, |
guessed at that requirement down
t here.

And | guess at how nuch water
have to push into the backwaters to
ensure that the Tupel o groves can

survive to make Tupel o honey, which
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is a special thing, | guess. I|I'ma
dam Yankee. ['mafraid |'mnot rea
famliar with it. But today we
guessed at that.

What |'m hoping to do as a
result of this neeting -- and for
those of you that have friends or
associ ates that didn't cone that had
sonet hing that they wanted to put on
the table, well, that's the kind of
stuff we need.

Those are things that, in fact,
shoul d be factored into how do you
manage the resource. Can | cover
that during a fish spawn? Yes, sir?

MR, DAVID McLAIN:  I'"msorry.
didn't nean to interrupt you, but I
just wanted to say that you were
provi ded that tonight. You were
provi ded that in the 50-year history
of the flows of that bay.

Those are confined to CFS and
t hey have been provided to Joanne
Brandt. | didn't take up your tine

to tell you how many thousands of
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cubic feet per second were needed to
mmc the 50-year, but it's there.

And if you mimc that, you'l

support M. Lanier, you'll support
everybody el se that wasn't here. It
has been provided. | didn't

articulate it well before.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Okay.

Thank you, David. Again, that's what
I"'mafter is what are all the pieces
that we're trying to look for. And
hopefully we're going to catch al

t hat .

And | realize that | held you
down to five minutes, and | didn't
gi ve you enough time to tal k through
everything. But it only took us
al nost four hours to get to this
poi nt .

So, again, if you know of folks
t hat have got itens of interest that
we shoul d know about in nmeking our
deci si ons, please pass themonto us
because that's part of how we want to

try and adj ust how he nanage the
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wat er all ocations over the coning
years.

Sonmebody nentioned Sand
Mountain. We're working on it. It's
funded. Now what we need is
sufficient water to get up there so
we can start nmoving the stuff out.

We've got a di sposal |ocation
for it. That's all going to be
reused as beach sand. But | have got
to have enough water com ng down the
river that | can get up the river to
start taking it off of Sand
Mountain. Yes, sir, do you have
question?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  You' ve opened
a real Pandora's box here. | would
really like to be | ooking over your
shoul der when you read your reports
and deci de what you're going to do.
There's not a person in here
wouldn't like to sit down with now
and ask them why they said what they
di d.

Is there any chance that the
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results of your work will ever be
publ i shed for the John "Q' public out
here? | mean, | don't mean to | ook
over your shoul der and nanage or do
it. | just want to see where you're
headed.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: | don't
know i f we're ever going to get
there. Yeah, | would tell you right
now that everything we're doing
today, |'m doi ng out of ny hide.

| guess probably the other piece
that's a good tidbit for everybody to
understand, the Corps of Engineers is
not a typical government agency.

' m not handed a pot of noney
and said this will do everything that
you need to do. It pays all of your
bills and everything el se.
Everything -- we operate just |like a
busi ness. We're all project funded.

So for the ACF, Congress
appropriates X-mllion dollars for ne
to operate the ACF. And that pays

for everything that | do that's
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associ ated with the ACF. When | do
t hi ngs beyond that, | eat it.

That's -- for you that run
busi ness, you're watchi ng your
over head, you're watching your
di scretionary cost. The cost of
putting this on tonight, I'meating
t hat out of overhead. |It's sonething
that | need to do in order to operate
my district. 1It's not real good on
budget .

Because at the end of the year,
I"'ma not-for-profit company. | get
to the end of the year, and | don't
have any noney in the bank, and
don't have any bills yet to be paid.

So part of how nuch effort gets
put into this developing this report,
and whatnot, will be a function of
how nuch this can | eat and how nuch
money do | actually have appropriated
to operate wth.

So when | say | hope |'m going
to get there where | have got a

report that folks can | ook over,
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yeah, that's what my objective is.
don't know if I'"mgoing to get there
this year. 1'mgoing to hopefully
get to a point where we can at | east
make sone good judgnent calls based

on the data that we've got.

But for the 50 people that stood

up and said here's ny statement and,
by the way, | have given you a
report, | have got sonebody that |
have got to pay to go through al

that and digest it and boil it down

and say all right here's how we apply

that and start nmeking calls in water
managenent .

We've still got a lot of work
ahead of us to get there, but our
objective is, yes, | want sonething
that we can show the John Q public,
and | want to share with everybody.
I'd like to share it with the folks
that are associated with water
requi renents across the three
states.

I want to talk to everybody

2
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about this. Assuming that we' ve got
good data, | want to share that with
everybody. Honer, you have a
question?

MR, HOMER HI RT: | would
strongly recommend -- you were

tal ki ng about Sand Mbuntain and

noving the material. | have gotten
bits and pieces of it. | know what's
been appropriated. | know sonme of

the funding you're using.

I know Gulf Power -- CGulf County
has conme into sone objections that
are focused locally. | strongly
suggest you |look at it and get sone
expertise put in by fol ks that know
about things like this. | think we
coul d save the governnment nobney.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER:  Trust ne,
we' re going after that.

MR. HOMVER HI RT: Pl ease | ook at
that, and we'll be standing by to
gi ve you any other help we can.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Yes, sir.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | appreciate
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all the coments, Colonel, and
enpathize with them But in ny area,
first, the ability is real imnportant
to nme, and the 2600 hundred peopl e
represent. And | would like to ask
if you would, to push the -- help us
get our marina site. That means a
whole lot to us. It neans a whole to
peopl e being able to have a quality
of life, and if you could help us
with that, | would greatly appreciate
t hat .

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Okay. Yes,
ma' am

MS. MARI LYN BLACKWELL: \When you
make up this report of this neeting
tonight, will you take into
consideration that the neeting was
hel d, you know, here, and not | ower
on the river because a |ot of these
peopl e woul dn't be at the neeting if
it was held in, say, Apalachicola.
So a lot of the people, you know,
fromthat area is not represented

here. Mre of the people are here
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that's represented fromthis area

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: That's --
one of the challenges you've got in
doing this -- we had about 250 people
roll through here tonight. One of
the chal | enges you've got is finding
a place that is reasonably centrally
| ocated. And | appreciate that you
have a long drive. It was al nost --
it was about two-thirds of what |
drove this norning.

MS. MARI LYN BLACKWELL: No. |
am consi dering the people that's not
represented, not nyself.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: ©Oh, |
understand. You've got to find sone
pl ace that's sonmewhat centrally
| ocated, and then you've got to find
a place that's big enough -- frankly,
we were figuring we were going to see
sonmepl ace between a hundred and 400
peopl e that were going to show up
dependi ng on interest, depending on
weat her, whatever.

So you' ve got to find sone place
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that's going to be big enough to
handl e that kind of a crowd. And,
frankly, outside of Colunbus, there's
not a whole I ot of options that could
be anywhere centrally located. So
appreci ate that, and, yeah, we're
going to consider the fact that we
haven't heard from everybody

t oni ght .

The fol ks that we have dealt
with previously when I was down
visiting with the bay and river
keeper earlier this year, the data
that we picked up fromthose fol ks,
fromthe fish and wildlife folks -- |
mean, we're not throw ng that stuff
out because we didn't get it on
Decenber 5th. That's all stuff that
we' re going incorporate into what we
do now. So, | understand. Anybody
el se?

MR. OSCAR JACKSON: Look at
Sykes Cut real closely.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Okay. What

am| going to see at Sykes Cut?
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MR. OSCAR JACKSON: | went down
with a video canera and tal ked to
sone old timers down there. This was
four years ago. And they all said
Sykes Cut is where you get to this
because there's so nany peopl e comi ng
in there, and it wasn't -- the
oysters were better and everything
el se at Sykes Cut.

COLONEL BOB KEYSER: Ckay.
Anyone el se? Again, | would like to
thank all of you for comng in. |
would like to thank you for your
input. | realize that | probably put
a lot of you under a pretty tight
constraint when | said you only get
five mnutes.

But, again, getting through 50
people in four hours was a bit of a
chall enge. And we did want to get to
everybody before we | ost everybody.

I thank y'all for coming in. 1'd ask

you pl ease have a safe trip hone.

END OF MEETI NG

258



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATE OF GECRG A

MUSCOGEE COUNTY

|, Tammy B. Hightower, Certified
Court Reporter, State at Large, do hereby
certify that the foregoing transcript, Pages 1
through 258 is a true and correct transcript
of the proceedings taken at said tinme and
pl ace; and that the sanme was transcribed by ne

personal Iy or under ny personal supervision

Wtness ny hand this 13th day of

Decenber, 2002.

Tamry B. Hi ght ower
Certified Court Reporter, B-2222

259



