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Yowr Recreanon Guide $o Corps Lakes!

The Army Corps of Engineers is proud to
oversee |2 million acres of lands and water across
the Nation. These water resource projects provide
4,300 recreanon arcas at 456 lakes in 43 states.
This site is your gateway 1o recreation opportunitics
at Comps Lakes!

Email: ClintondaNwk02, usace. army.mil
Web: wwwonwk usace armmy.mil'clmton/slinton-home. btm

For camping, fishing, or lake level information call:
TRA-R41-T665. For additional information, contaet:
Project Manager, Clinton Lake Office, US. Army Corps
of Engineers, 872 N. 1402 Rd., Lawrence, Kansas
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The Corps of Engineers welcomes
you to Clinton Lake. We invite you
to explore and enjoy the lake, the
parks and the natural features of the
surrounding public land.
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Benefits

Climon Dam is a Mood control structure that
profects |36 square miles of the Wakarasa Valley below
the dam. Maore than 9 million cubic yards of earth
were moved to build the | Ye-mile-long dam. The dam
rises 85 feet ebove the valley and is part of a system of
dams designed to reduce flood crests on the Kansas,
Miszoun and Missisippi Kivers. Clinton Lake provides
two addinonal benefits - water supply and recreation.
The ety of Lawrence pumps up 10 10 million gallons
of water per day to a treatment facility. Additionally,
nearly one million people visit Clinton Lake each year
i camp, boat, fish, swim, picnic, hunt, hike, bike or

Just relax.

Water Safety

Roating
-Drinking and boating do not mix.
Waich for underwater obstructions,
-Be alert for changing weather conditions,
-Always wear an approved life jacket.
-Do ot overload your boat.
Dby all state boating laws

Swimming
-Swim and wade only where you are familiar with
water depth and boliom.,
-1bo mot swoim alone.
Watch children closely
-Swimming is not perminted around boat launching
docks or ramps.

Skiing
-Stay outl of the “Mo 5ki™ arcas west of the main
body of the lake
“Watch for swimmers and cther boats.
Always wear an approved life jacket.




Corps of Engineers User Fees

To determune what fees are charged in 3 given park,
yoou st first identi fy the managing agency of that park.
Al Clinton Lake there are separate fees charged in
Federal, Stue, and city park facilities. These fee permils
or passes are mol interchangeable betwoon agencics.,
State permits and passes are nol valid in Federal parks;
hkewise Federal permuts and passes are not valid in
State, or city parks.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engincers charge user fecs
{not entrance fees) for camping, shelier reservalions,
boat launching, and beach wse. Federal Recreation
Passpont Program passes are available to those who
quality. These passes, the Golden Age and Golden
Access, allow holders 1o receive a 5076 discount on
munst Federal park fees.

Reservations for a Coips Campsile o group camp
arca may be made through the Natonal Recreahon
Reservation Service, To contact this service call wll-
free 1-877-444-6777 or for TDD 1-877-833-6777.
Reservations may also be made via the internet at
WRW_NCSC TV CUAA. OO,

Reserve
“lJawr Place
Under the Stars

Please Remember

Clinton Lake's land and water resources are for use
by all. PLEASE DBSERVE ALL POSTED
REGULATIONS to ¢nsure that future visitors
may enjoy the same recreation opportunitics
and scenery that vou are now enjoying. A
copy of the rules and regulations governing
park use (Title 36 of the Code of I-'n;*cl:'rnl"":" ]
REegulations) is available ot the Visitor's Center”
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Clinton Lake visitors should become familiar 3
with our standards of park use. Wewouldalso ===

like to remind you that visitors w0 Clinton
Lake are subject 1o Kansas law periaiming
e public conduct.
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The Lake

Clinton Lake's bluffs, wooded shoreline, and clear
water, is unegualed among Kansas lakes lor the beauty
of its setting. Shorcline development has been limited
in an ¢ffort wo preserve as much of the natural setting as
possible.

Congress authonzed Clinton Lake in 1962 and
funds were first appropriated for construction in 1971,
MNearly $535 million was needed to complete the project.
Initial filling of Clinton Lake began in 1977, To improve
fishing potential, the lake was filled slowly over 3 three-
vear period and multipurpose pool level was reached
in 1980

Climton Lake spans § miles up the Wakarusa Valley
and covers T.000 surface acres. I the lake ever
approaches the top of its flood pool, an additional 5,300
acres will be covered and the lake wall then extend 13
miles along the valley Noor.




History

Archeological sites investigated in the Clinton Lake
arca indicatc that prehistoric Indian activity in the
region began as carly as 8000 BC with transient hunting
groups. Later (0=-1000 AD) residents lived in scasonal
hunting and gathering camps, adding vo their food
supply by gardening. Groups living i the Clinton Lake
area from 1000 w0 1500 AD used more intensive fimming

WS praciices

The kansa [ndians inhabited nonheastem Kansas
at the time of imitial European contact by the French
traders and remained in control of the area unnl 1824
when they sold portions of the land to the LS, Gove-
ernment. From 1523 1o 1354, the Wakansa Hiver ba-
sin was used as a resenvation for shawnee Indians re-
lacated from Ohio and Missoun. The anea was opened
for settlement in the unincorporated community of
Kanwaka about ene mile north of the present lake lo-
Sl B

Lawrence, the largest ¢ity in the Clinton Lake vi-
cinity, was founded in 1554 by abolitonisis, Lawrence
was a major factional headguaners in the slave stake
versus frec-state conflict, which raged through castem
Kansas for 3 vears. Clinton Lake was named after the
tovam of Clinton, located on the west side of the lake,
batween the Rock Creek and Wakarusa Hiver arms.
Former Bloomington town sife residents, who moved
three-quarters of a mile ¢ast in 1857, founded the town
of Clinton. By 1365, Bloomington had ceased to pros-
per a3 a fown and was officially declared vacant in 1876,
Clinton, while enpoving an imitial advantage, never grew
very large, nor did it develop any industry,

Public Hunting and Fishing

Over 9,000 acres of public hunting lands are
available at Clinton Lake. Kansas regulations penaining
i himuts, hours, and hunting methods apply on federal
propery. Game species such as mourning dove, quail,
turkey, squirrel; rabbit, deer and raccoon are plentibul
around the lake. Waterfowl, such as Canada and smow
geese, mallards, and teal are usvally numerous on the
lake late in the year.

Small lakeshore coves offer protected fishing spots,
Crappie, walleye, white bass, channel catfish,
largemouth and smallmouth bass and blucgill arc
abundant in the lake, Populations of some fish specics
have been enhanced by the Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks stocking program.




Recreation

Chinton Lake is unigue among the LS. Army Corps of Engineers lakes in Kansas because of the vanety of recreational
opportunities. During the carly stages of park development at Clinton Lake, public input played an important role, to -
ensure that o wide vanety of recreational opportunities were provided, The Corps'
recreation plan is to provide meaningful outdoor opportunitics whike
preserving the qualiny of the local environment.
Kilonminefon Park
Bloasmangton Park sx the Corps” Largest and most developed

over 400 campsites conveniently located near the svamming beach, piie

arca with reservable pienic shelters, boat ramps, playgrounds andlh-r{:h-ﬂﬂr
Musseum, ;
Riockliaven Park

bridle and hking trasls. Dnnking water and vault toslets are ceom
lecated in this park
Weoodridee Park

Woodndge Park has 450 acres for iking and premitive, walk-in comping. Temd
camping 5 allowed in the mowed arca or along the 4.5 mile George Latham hiking trail. Drnnking water and a vault touket are
avalable in thes park
iherfonk Park

The Overlook Park is the Comps” day use area located near the north end of the dam. Open %00am o 10:00 pem daily, thas park
offers a picnic arca with two reservable pionic shelters, The recently renovated Observation Point provides a beautiful view of the
dam ard Clinton Lake. The Cwverlook Park’™s accessible playground 13 located between the picnic shelters. The trailhead for the
Morhshore tranl, located inthe Owerlook Park, provides access (o over 20 mules of liking and mountam liking trails, Dnnking water,
flush walets and vault toddets are available in this park.
ihurfer Park

The City of Lawrence manages the Duitlet Park, below Clinton Lake's dam. The Outlet Park contains scenie pienic sites with
two reservable shelters, Y5V Lawrenes adult and youth sports complexes, the Eagle Bend 18-bole golf course, Model Masters mdio
controlled airficld, and the Mutt Run Off-Leash dog arca. The City of Lawrence H"E todey tl-}p an arca called the Scsquicentennial
Poant, whach wall have an amphitheatre and Lawrence - %1'«; i . I

COMmmemaraliye anka

{ finton Mafe Fark

The Kansas [}c-[ur'.mc-ﬂ of Wildhfe and Park manages the Climton State
Park with .;;meﬁ,»un.]m, Fm.'ni-; argas, boat ramps, hlln.ml: mcsuntam b I““'F tranls,
a beach and the Clhinton Marina
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