
Gouled Hasan Dourad 
 

Dourad was born in Somalia in 1974 and is currently detained by the United 
States in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. He lived in refugee camps in Germany following civil 
war in Somalia and eventually received asylum from Sweden. According to the Office of 
the Director of National Intelligence, Gouled was the head of a division of al-Ittihad al-
Islami (AIAI) that supported al-Qa’ida members in Somalia, working for the leader of al-
Qa’ida's East African cell, Abu Talha al-Sudani. In this capacity, he procured safe houses 
and weapons for al-Qa’ida militants, and did reconnaissance for a proposed suicide attack 
on the U.S. base Camp Lemonier in Djibouti.  
 

The imam of his mosque in Sweden put him and an associate in touch with 
individuals who sent him to Afghanistan, where he trained in explosives and weaponry at 
al-Qa’ida's Khaldan camp. He returned to Somalia in 1996 and joined the fighting against 
Ethiopians in Ogaden, working with both AIAI and al-Qa’ida members. He continued 
these activities as al-Ittihad was becoming defunct, although its leaders remained active 
and attempted to continue operations.  
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