
Doc ID:           AFGP-2002-600053 (Letter One) 
Date:               Mid 1990s 
Author:            “Your Uncle” 
Length: 32 pages 
Title:               The Five Letters to the African Corps I 
 

Synopsis: This letter is addressed to “Dear Brother Saif” and signed by “Your Uncle.” The author 
has prepared a lengthy response to issues raised in two previous letters (not included in this 
collection) sent by Saif from Somalia where he is in charge of Al-Qa’ida activity. Uncle gives frank 
observations about the prospects for jihad in Somalia. 

Key Themes: Uncle believes that Somalia is not ready for classic jihad and that Al-Qa’ida will not 
be able to find an ally with an identical intellectual force. The goal is to expel crusader forces from 
Somalia even if a semi-Islamic, semi-democratic government were to gain power. 

Saif is warned that the Somali movement he is working with is in danger of isolating itself from the 
masses, and if the masses become suspicious of a movement it has no prospect for success.  

The U.S. invasion of Somalia presents Saif with a golden opportunity to strike at the “bald eagle” 
now that it has landed unexpectedly in his sights.  

Flexibility is required. If Al-Qa’ida could work with Sayyaf, Hikmatyar, and Burhan to achieve it 
purposes in Afghanistan, then Saif can work with Aideed, Mahdi, and Kharteet in Somalia. The 
Somali leadership, however, must be bolstered since they have even less manhood than Saddam 
Hussein and Arafat.  

Uncle proposes a 5 point strategy to unite Somali forces and create an Islamic national front: 

1.     Expulsion of the foreign international presence. 

2.     Rebuilding of state institutions. 

3.     Establishment of domestic security. 

4.     Comprehensive national reconciliation. 

5.     Economic reform and combating famine. 

The message ends with encouragement to persevere through financial difficulties and act 
according to the traditions “of our noble Messenger.” Uncle cites God feeding Quraysh and the 
great Badr raid as examples of victories that come through the “confident belief that God will grant 
victory.” 

 



Doc ID:           AFGP-2002-600053 (Letter Two) 
Date:               September 30, 1993 
Author:            Hassan al-Tajiki 
Length: 11 pages 
Title:               The Five Letters to the African Corps II 
 

Synopsis: The letter provides an update and analysis concerning jihad activity in Tajikistan, 
Afghanistan, Russia, and China. 

Key Themes: Tajikistan is judged to be a challenging but not hopeless area for jihad activity. 

Russia is in chaos and the former republics of the Soviet Union are weak. America is preparing to 
fill the power vacuum in the region. 

In Afghanistan America is supporting warlords and exploiting Civil War to neutralize opposition to 
its control of the region. 

China is a rising power where future relations with the Islamic world will be of great importance. 

The letter concludes with an upbeat assessment for future jihad operations in Tajikistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Doc ID:           AFGP-2002-600053 (Letter Three) 
Date:               May 24, 1994 
Author:            Hassan 
Length: 36 pages 
Title:               The Five Letters to the African Corps III 
 

Synopsis: Congratulations for the victory in Somalia and a strategic review of worldwide jihad 
operations. Success of the Africa Corps is contrasted with the difficult position of the Asian Corps. 

Key Themes: Hassan begins by expressing his congratulations to the Africa Corps for their great 
victory in Somalia. He would like to join them is having difficulties traveling because he is now 
wanted for security reasons in Pakistan. 

He asks the questions: “So how were our amazing Corps and its starving African Muslim allies able 
to be victorious over the greatest power in the world today?” The answer lies in the power of God, 
because “When we are truly fighting in the name and on behalf of God, we have nothing to fear…” 

In Somalia, Islamic forces were able to exploit America’s Vietnam Complex, because the 
American’s fear getting bogged down in a real war. Al-Qa’ida needs to develop a tactical doctrine 
to exploit the weakness of its great enemy, and a Counter-Intelligence strategy to confront the 
power of the American security agencies. 

Victory in Somalia must be followed up to avoid giving the defeated foe time to regroup. The 
strategy of the “Jewish West” is to strike at the periphery of the Muslim lands. The original 
crusaders tried to strike at the center of the Islamic lands, but were defeated. The Crusaders 
adapted, conquered the periphery, and were then able to control the Arabian Peninsula and 
Palestine. 

Somalia represents a victory for Al-Qa’ida on the periphery. The hour for regaining the heartland 
has arrived, but much training is required before this phase can begin. 

While the Africa Corps has been successful, the Asian Corps is very weak with only 5 members. 
Yemen is described as a crucial battlefield, an auspicious location for declaring jihad in the Arabian 
Peninsula.  

More effective radio broadcasts are needed to launch a propaganda campaign in Yemen and 
Somalia. Demands should include: 

Evacuation of the Crusaders, Jews, and infidel forces from the Peninsula. 

Destruction of churches and Jewish and Buddhist temples. 

Hassan observes that radio stations are more powerful than atomic bombs and that several dozen 
committed young believers can bring correct teaching to the whole area. Martyrdom attacks in 
Yemen create an auspicious opportunity to declare jihad in the Arabian Peninsula. 



Next comes a review of lessons learned in Tajikistan. Serious errors have been committed by the 
Nahdha who have relinquished their Islamic identity. Nahdha like Saddam Hussein exploits Islam 
to gain popular support, but by no means expresses true adherence to Islam. 

In Kabul, warlords who pursue their own agendas are weakening the work of jihad. 
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Date:               May 24, 1994 
Author:            Hassan 
Length: 14 pages 
Title:               The Fourth Letter about Jihad in the Caucasus 
 

Synopsis: Hassan is writing from an Al-Qa’ida training camp and relates his disappointments 
concerning reverses Al-Qa’ida has experienced in Central Asia. He also seeks to apply lessons 
learned from the arrest of international terrorist Carlos. 

Key Themes: In Tajikistan Al-Qa’ida has been outmaneuvered by the Nahdha movement and 
Ahmad Shah Mas’oud who have been able to extract arms and ammunition from Al-Qa’ida without 
providing training. Demoralized Mujahideen have been leaving the movement. 

Arab fighters in northern Afghanistan are loathed by Mas’oud and his commanders and in Pakistan 
Arab fighters are restricted and harassed by Pakistani authorities. Combating Islam is now both a 
state motto and policy in that country. In Pakistan Islam is a “folkloric” religion. 

Hassan states that Al-Qa’ida in Pakistan is besieged and that “All we have is the beleaguered 
space between our camp and Kabul in which to move with relative freedom.” 

Jews are gaining strength in Russia. Hassan engages in the eschatological speculation that the 
Jewish nuclear project will prepare the way for Armageddon and the rule of King Anti-Christ. He 
proposes bringing the jihad to Moscow with the ultimate objective of bringing jihad to Jerusalem. 

Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan are essential fronts for fighting to overcome the developing American 
blockade in Central Asia. 

The extradition of Carlos emphasizes the need for preserving strong, secure rear areas in Sudan 
and Afghanistan. 

Hassan says that he is bored in Afghanistan and want to relocate his family to Sudan. 
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Date:               1994? 
Author:            Hassan al-Tajiki 
Length: 14 pages 
Title:               The Fifth Letter to the Africa Corps 
 

Synopsis: An analysis evaluating the impact of jihad in the Caucasus. Written while fighting is 
raging in Grozny, Hassan sees this struggle holding great promise for the future of jihad.  

Key Themes: The Soviet Union collapsed as a direct result of the war in Afghanistan. This left the 
U.S. to run the world in an autocratic manner. The U.S. alliance of Western states is fragile, 
however, due to the warfare inherent in the capitalist system.  

The new world order is America against everyone, and everyone against the Muslim. The Jews 
have succeeded in creating a Crusader alliance among Orthodox, Protestant, and Catholic 
churches. Then they added Hindu and Confucian Buddhist power in India, China, and Japan.  

This alliance is fragile and just as the 11th and 12th century Crusaders succumbed to infighting, so 
too will this alliance. Jihadists can look forward to Russian gangs selling nuclear weapons and 
ultimately providing nuclear arms for the jihad. 

The Caucasus is a strategically important zone because it provides access to the West. The U.S. is 
attempting to use Turkey and Pakistan to isolate the region, but the Chechens are rugged warriors. 

Furthermore, harsh Russia violence in the region means only opportunities for martyrdom and 
paradise for Muslims. The Crusader strategy will backfire because the “bloody governing” of the 
Russians will result in a disaster inflicted by Islamic forces. 

Al-Qa’ida can best support Chechen rebels by striking in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Arab fighters 
are at a disadvantage in the area since they do not know the language and culture. 

In an aside, Hassan comments that the jihadi missionary must be patient. Most Muslims will not 
pick up a weapon and declare jihad “unless he has tasted killing and felt the knife as it passed 
across his throat.”  

Therefore the Crusader wars are welcomed, but the” armed missionary must realize that his 
moving amongst Muslims whose Islam exists in Name only.” Apostasy reigns, not only in Turkey 
and Pakistan, but also in Saudi Arabia and Egypt. The challenge for Al-Qa’ida is to unite the rising 
jihadi spirit in Arab lands with that in the Caucasus. The regions of Ingushetia, Dagestan, Abkhazia, 
and Azerbaijan are fruitful areas for expansion because of the hostility toward Russia in those 
areas.  


